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A CONSTITUTIOK 



OB 



FORM OF GOYERNMENT 



€ommoniatnlt\f of ittassacfittsettd. 



PREAMBLE. 

The end of the institution, maintenance and administra- objeeta of goT. 
tion of government, is to secure the existence of the body ^'^^^ 
politic, to protect it, and to furnish the individuals who 
compose it with the power of enjoying, in safety and tran- 
quillity, tiheir natural rights, and the blessings of life : and 
whenever these great otgects are not obtained, the people 
have a right to alt^r the government, and to take measures 
necessary for their safety, prosperity and happiness. 

The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of ^^^f^"^ 
individuals : it is a social compact, by which the wbble it« nature, 
people covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with 
the whole people, that all shall be governed by certain laws 
for the common good. It is the duty of the people, there- 
fore, in framing a constitution of government, to provide 
for an equitable mode of making laws, as well as for an im- 
partial interpretation and a faithful execution of them ; that 
every man may, at all times, find his security in them. 

We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledg- 
ing, witti grateful hearts, the goodness of the great Legislator 
of tlie universe, in affording us, in the course of his provi- 
dence, an opportunity, deliberately and peaceably, without 
fraud, violence or surprise, of entering into an original, ex- 
plicit and solenm compact with each other ; and of forming 
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a new constitution of civil government for ourselves and 
posterity ; and devoutly imploring His direction in so inter- 
esting a design, do agree upon, ordain and establish the fol- 
lowing Declaration ^Rights and Frame of Govemmentj as 
the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts. 



Equality and 
natural rights 
of all men. 



Right and duty 
of puhlic rellg. 
ious wonhip. 



Protection 
therdn. * 



PART THE FIRST. 

A Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts. 

Art. I. All men are bom free and equal, and have cer- 
tain natural, essential and unalienable rights ; among which 
may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their 
lives and libeities ; that of acquiring, possessing and pro- 
tecting property ; in fine, that of seeking and obtaining 
their safety and happiness. 

II. It is the right us well as the duty of all men in 
society, publicly, and fit staled seasons, to worship the 
Supreme Being, the great Creator and Preserver of the 
universe. And no subject shall be hurt, molested or re- 
strained, in his person, liberty or estate, for worshipping 
God in the manner and season most agreeable to the dic- 
tates of his own conscience ; or for his religious profession 
or sentiments; provided he doth not disturb the public 
peace, or obstruct others in their religious worship. 

Amendment, [III.* As the happiness of A people, and the good order and preser- 

rtiuiS'for"^ vation of civil government, essentially depend upon piety, religion and 
molality ; and as these eannot be generally diffused through a com- 
munity, but by the institution of the public worship of God, and of 
Legisiatnre em. public instructions in piety, religion and morality : Therefore, to pro- 
perproviifonfor ^^^® ^^^^ happincss, and to secure the good order and preservation 
public wowhip; of their Government, the people of this Conmaonwealth have a right to 
invest their legislature with power to authorize and require, and the 
legislature shall, from time to time, authorize and require the several 
towns, parishes, precincts, and other bodies politic, or religious socie- 
ties, to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for the institu- 
tion of the public worship of God, and for the support and mainte- 

* Note. — ^Articles of the original constitution and articles of amend- 
ment thereto which have become inoperative, by reason of subsequent 
amendments, are printed in smaller type and enclosed in brackets : 
obsolete portions of articles, in some instances confined to a sentence 
or single word, are covered by brackets, but allowed to stand in type 
uniform with the matter still in force. 
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nance of public Protestant teachers of piety, religion and morality, in 
all cases where such provision shall not be made voluntarily. 

And the peoi>le of this Commonwealth have also a right to, and do, Jf^^'^^JLJ*' 
invest their legblature with authority to enjoin upon all the subjects ^^ ^ "**^ 
an attendance upon the instructions of the public teachers aforesaid, 
at stated times and seasons, if there be any on whose instructions they 
can conscientiously and conveniently attend. 

Provided, notwithstanding, that the several towns, parishes, pre- ExciuBive right 
cincts, and other bodies politic, or religious societies, shall at all times, ?'®g';*^*'°| '^"'* 
have the exclusive right of electing their public teachers, and of con- gecur^ ^" 
tracting with them for their support and maintenance. 

And all moneys, paid by the subject, to the support of public worship, OpUon as to 
and of the public teachers aforesaid, shall, if he require it, be uniformly toxeS*marbe ^ 
applied to the support of the public teacher or teachers of his own re- paid, unless, &c 
hgious sect or denomination, provided there be any on whose instruc- 
tions he attends ; otherwise it may be paid towards the support of the 
teacher or teachers of the parish or precinct in which the said moneys 
are raised. 

And every denomination of Christuins, demeaning themselves peace- ^ons^qoaUy" 
ably, and as good subjects of the Coramonwealui, shall be equally protected. 
under the protection of the law : and no subordination of any one sect BabordinaUon 
or denomination to another shall ever be established by law.] Sno^hcr*pro^ 

IV. The people of this Commonwealth have the sole and Rigbt of self. 
exclusive right of governing themselves as a free, sovereign f^m±^^^ 
and independent State ; and do, and forever hereafter shall, 
exercise and enjoy every power, jurisdiction and right, 

which is not, or may not hereafter, be by them expressly 
delegated to the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled. 

V. All power residing originally in the people, and Acoountewuty 
being derived from them, the several magistrates and offi- ®'»"<»®<^"»*«' 
cers of government, vested with authority, whether legis- . 
lative, executive or judicial, are their substitutes and agents 

and are at all times accountable to them. 

VI. No man, nor corporation or association of men, have services ren- 
any other title to obtain advantages, or particular and ex- puiSkbdng^the 
elusive privileges, distinct from those of the community, pSjJuaiprivi. 
than what arises from the consideration of services rcn- j^^^'ifflccsHre 
dered to the public ; and this title being in nature neither ab»ardandun. 
hereditary, nor transmissible to children V)r descendants, ° 

or relations by blood, the idea of a man bom a magistrate, 
lawgiver or judge, is absurd and unnatural. 

VII. Government is instituted for the common good ; ^rnmcnt^^^rTht 
for the protection, safety, prosperity and happiness of the of peopi'o to 

1 J 4. r xu hl V • X • X A. ly Institute and 

people ; and not for the proiit, honor or private interest of chaoge lu 
any one man, family or class of men : Therefore the people 
alone have an incontestable, unalienable and indefeasible 
right to institute government ; and to reform, alter or totally 
change the same, when their protection, safety, prosperity 
and happiness require it. 
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Right of people 
to secure rota- 
tion in ofSce. 



All, haying the 
qualifications 
prescribed, 
equally eligible 
to office. 



Right of protec- 
tion and auty of 
contribution 
eorrelatiya. 



Taxation found- 
ed on consent 



Private prop- 
erty not to be 
taken for pub- 
lic usee with- 
out, &C. 



Remedies bv 
recourse to tne 
•law, to be free, 
complete and 
prompt. 



Prosecutions 
regulated. 



VULl. In order to prevent those who are vested with 
authority from becoming oppressors, the people have a right 
at such periods and in such manner as they shall establish 
by their frame of government, to cause their public officers 
to return to private life ; and to fill up vacant places by 
certain and regular elections and appointments, 

EX. All elections ought to be free ; and all the inhabi- 
tants of this Commonwealth, having such qualifications as 
they shall establish by their frame of government, have an 
equal right to elect officers, and to be elected, for public 
employments. 

X. Each individual of the society has a right to be 
protected by it in the enjoyment of his life, liberty and 
property, according to standing laws. He is obliged, con- 
sequently, to contribute his share to the expense of this 
protection ; to give his personal service, or an equivalent, 
when necessary : but no part of the property of any indi- 
vidual can, with justice, be taken from him, or applied to 
public uses, without his own consent, or that of the repre-' 
sentative body of the people. In fine, the people of this 
Commonwealth are not controllable by any other laws than 
those to which their constitutional representative body have 
given their consent. And whenever the public exigencies 
require that the property of any individual should be 
appropriated to public uses, he shall receive a reasonable 
compensation therefor. 

XI. Every subject of the Commonwealth ought to find 
a certain remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for all 
injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his person, 
property or character. He ought to obtain right and jus- 
tice freely, and without being obliged to purchase it ; com- 
pletely, and without any denial; promptly, and without 
delay; conformably to the laws. 

3il. No subject shall be held to answer for any crimes 
or offence until the same is fully and plainly, substantially 
and formally, described to him ; or be compelled to accuse, 
or furnish evidence against himself. And every subject shall 
have a right to produce all proofs that may be favorable to 
him ; to meet the witnesses against him face to face, and to 
be fully heard in his defence by himself, or his counsel, at 
his election. And no subject shall be arrested, imprisoned, 
despoiled or deprived of his property, immunities or privi- 
leges, put out of the protection of the law, exiled or de- 
prived of his life, liberty or estate, but by the judgment of 
his peers, or the law of the land. 
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And the legislature shall not make any law that shall SJ^^^J^^^^J^^ 
subject any person to a capital or infamous punishment, oases, except, 
excepting for the government of the army and navy, with- *^ 
out trial by jury. 

Xni. In criminal prosecutions, the verification of facts, orimcf to be 
in the vicinity where they happen, is one of the greatest ^dnity. 
securities of the life, liberty and property of the citizen. 

XIV. Every subject has a right to be secure from all ^iJ^J^^. 
unreasonable searches and seizures of his person, his ^lated. 
houses, his papers, and all his possessions. All warrants, 
therefore, are contrary to this ijght, if the cause or foimda- 

tion of them be not previously supported by oath or 
affirmation, and if the order in the warrant to a civil officer, 
to make search in suspected places, or to arrest one or 
more suspected persons, or to seize their property, be not 
accompanied with a special designation of the persons or 
objects of search, arrest or seizure : and no warrant ought 
to be issued but in cases, and with the formalities, pro- 
scribed by the laws. 

XV. In all controversies concerning property, and in Righttotnidby 
all suits between two or more persons, except in cases Mj^SSf*^**' 
in which it has heretofore been otherways used and 
practised, the parties have a right to a trial by jury ; and 

this method of procedure shall be held sacred, unless, in 
causes arising on the high seas, and such as relate to 
mariners' wages, the legislatiure shall hereafter find it 
necessary to alter it. 

XVI. The liberty of the press is essential to the secur- Liberty of the 
ity of freedom in a State : it ought not, therefore, to be ^'***' 
restrained in this Commonwealth. 

XVn. The people have a right to keep and to bear Ri§bttokeep 

- .1 J i» A J 'J.' r and bear anns. 

arms for the common defence. And as, m time of peace, standiDg armies 
armies are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be ^*°«®'^^- 
maintained without the consent of the legislature; and Mfutanr power 
tiie military power shall always be held in an exact sub- mi. "^ ^ 
ordination to the civil authority, and be governed by it. 

XVUl. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental SSS^ftySaaST" 
principles of the constitution, and a constant adherence to 
those of piety, justice, moderation, temperance, industry 
and firugality, ate absolutely necessary to preserve the ad- 
vantages of liberty, and to maintain a free government. 
The people ought, consequently, to have a particular at- 
tention to all those principles, in the choice of their officers 
and representatives : and they have a right to require of uo*2?o??iw' 
their lawgivers and magistrates, an exact and constant ob- SiSItnSL 
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servance of them, in the formation and execution of the 
laws necessary for the good administration of the Com- 
monwealth. 
S*fnstroc^pf XIX. The people have a right, in an orderly and 
r««ontauvM Mil peaccablc manner, to assemble to consult upon the com- 
fure. **° mon good ; give instructions to their representatives, and to 

request of the legislative body, by the way of addresses, 
petitions or remonstrances, redress of the wrongs done 
them, and of the grievances they suffer. 
^°^tfi^ia^or ^^^^^' ^® power of suspending the laws, or the execu- 
S3r execuuonf tiou of the laws, ought ucver to be exercised but by the 
legislature, or by authority derived from it, to be exercised 
in such particular cases only as the legislature shall ex- 
pressly provide for. 
Si^SS ^{^t XXI. The freedom of deliberation, speech and debate, 
rcMon thereof, in either house of the legislature, is so essential to the 
rights of the people, that it cannot be the foundation of 
any accusation or prosecution, action or complaint, in any 
other court or place whatsoever. 
So^Md obi XXn. The legislature ought frequently to assemble 
jecu thereof, for the rcdrcss of grievances, for correcting, strengthen- 
ing and confirming the laws, and for making new laws, as 
the common good may require. 
T^ftUon found. XXTTI. No subsidy, charge, tax, impost or duties 
on consent ^^^it to bc established, fixed, laid or levied, under any 
pretext whatsoever, without the consent of the people, or 
their representatives in the legislature. 
EzpoH facto XXrV. Laws made to punish for actions done before 
laws pro bit ^^ existcuce of such laws, and which have not been de- 
clared crimes by preceding laws, are unjust, oppressive 
and inconsistent with the fundamental principles of a free 
government. 
^^Jj^wnot XXV. No subject ought, in any case, or in any time, 
trei2Km,&c° to bc declared guilty of treason or felony by the legisla- 
ture. 
Excessive ban XXVI. No magistrate or court of law shall demand 
cniei ponSSi. cxcessive bail or sureties, impose excessive fines, or inflict 
Swted.^"^ cruel or unusual punishments. 

No soldier to be XXVU. lu time of pcacc, no soldier ought to be 
SSuset'uniMs,"^ quartered in any house without the consent of the owner ; 
^^ and in time of war, such quarters ought not to be made 

but by the civil magistrate, in a manner ordained by the 
legislature, 
citixens exempt XXV ILL. No pcrsou cau in any case be subjected to 
^^^VL law-martial, or to any penalties or pains, by virtue of that 
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law, except those employed in the army or navy, and 
except the militia in actual service, but by authority of the 
legislature. 

XXIX. It is essential to the preservation of the rights Juage* of su- 
of eveiy individual, his life, liberty, property and charac- SJSS! ^"^^** 
ter, that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws, 

and administration of justice. It is the right of every 
citizen to be tried by judges as free, impartial and inde- 
pendent as the lot of humanity will admit. It is, there- Tenure of their 
fore, not only the best policy, but for the security of the ^ 
rights, of the people, and of every citizen, that the judges 
of the supreme judicial court should hold their offices as 
long as they behave themselves well, and that they should 
have honorable salaries ascertained and established by salaries. 
standing laws. 

XXX. In the government of this Commonwealth, the Separation of 
legislative department shall never exercise the executive aSi and iL^^s- 
and judicial powers, or either of them : the executive shall monto."^^^*^ 
never exercise the legislative and judicial powers, or either 

of them : the judicial shall never exercise the legislative 
and executive powers, or either, of them : to the end it may 
be a government of laws, and not of men. 



PART THE SECOND. 

The Frame of Government. 

The people, inhabiting the territory formerly called the '^^{Ju^^^^^ 
Province of Massachusetts Bay, do hereby solemnly and ^ 
mutually agree with each other, to form themselves into a 
free, sovereign and independent body politic or State, by 
the name of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

Section I. 

The Greneral Court. 

Art. I. The department of legislation shall be formed Legislative dp. 
by two branches, a Senate and House of Representatives ; ^^'^^"^ 
each of which shall have a negative on the other. 

2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10 CONSTITUTION OF THE 

mrauT^ X. ^^® legislative body [shall assemble every year on the 
last Wednesday in May, and at such other times as they 
shall judge necessary ; and shall dissolve and be dissolved 
on the day next preceding the said last Wednesday in 
May; and] shall be styled, The Genebal Coubt of 
Massachusetts. 
GoreraortTeto. jj^ jf^ jjjn ^j. r^solve of the Senate or house of repre- 
sentatives shall become a law, and have force as such, 
until it shall have been laid before the governor for his 
revisal ; and if he, upon such revision, approve thereof, he 
shall signify his approbation by signing tiie same. But if 
he have any objection to the passing of such bill or resolve, 
he shall return the same, together with his objections 
thereto, in writing, to the senate or house of representa- 
tives, in whichsoever the same shall have originated, who 
shall enter the objections sent down by the governor, at 
large, on their records, and proceed to reconsider the said 
^M«cd*f^two- ^^^^ ^^ resolve; but if, after such reconsideration, two- 
thirds o/each thirds of the said senate or house of representatives shall, 
ftu^^g? ' notwithstanding the said objections, agree to pass the 
same, it shall, toget^ier with the objections, be sent to the 
other branch of the legislature, where it shall also be re- 
considered, and if approved by two-thirds of the members 
present, shall have the force of a law : but in all such 
cases, the votes of both houses shall be determined by 
yeas and nays ; and the names of the persons voting for 
or against the said bill or resolve, shall be entered upon 
the public records of the Commonwealth. 
mMttlArtl'L ^^^^ ^^ Order to prevent unnecessary delays, if any bill 
or resolve shall not be returned by the governor Within 
five days after it shall have been presented, the same shall 
have the force of a law. 
2S?^8«uito ^^' ^^® general court shall forever have full power 
Judicatories, and authority to erect and constitute judicatories and courts 
couruo record, ^^ rccord, or othcr courts, to be held in the name of the 
Commonwealth, for the hearing, trying and determining 
of all manner of crimes, offences, pleas, processes, plaints, 
actions, matters, causes and things, whatsoever, arising or 
happening within the Commonwealth, or between or con- 
' cerning persons inhabiting or residing, or brought within 
the same ; whether the same be criminal or civil, or whether 
the said crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the 
couru,&c.,inay Said plcas be real, personal or mixed ; and for the award- 
J^Sb!^*'^ ing and making out of execution thereupon : to which 
courts and judicatories are hereby given and granted full 
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power and authority, from time to time, to administer 
oaths or affirmations, for the better discovery of truth in 
any matter in controversy, or depending before them. 

rV. And further, full power and authority are hereby General conn 
given and granted to the said general court, from time to &c, 
time, to make, ordain and establish all manner of wholesome 
and reasonable orders, laws, statutes and ordinances, direc- 
tions and instructions, either with penalties or without, so 
as the same be not repugnant or contr:»ry to this constitu- notrepngnantto 
tion, as they shall judge to be for the good and welfare of ^^^ ^^'^^'* 
this Ck)mmonwealth, and for the government and ordering 
thereof, and of the subjects of the same, and for the neces- 
sary support and defence of the government thereof ; and to 
name and settle annually, or provide by fixed laws*, for the may provide for 
naming and settling, all civil officers within the said Com- IppointoTent^of 
monwealth, the election and constitution of whom are not <>"^®«"; 
hereafter in this form of government otherwise provided 
for; and to set forth the several duties, powers and limits, prescribe tiwir 
of tho several civil and military officers of this Common- " ^' 
wealth, and the forms of such oaths, or affirmations as 
shall be respectively administered unto them for the execu- 
tion of their several offices and places so as the same be 
not repugnant or contrary to this constitution ; and to impoM tazet; 
impose and levy proportional and reasonable assessments, 
rates and taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and persons 
resident, and estates lying, within the said Commonwealth ; 
and also to impose and levy reasonable duties and excises duuesaodez. 
upon any produce, goods, wares, merchandise and com- *'*'*•' 
moditres whatsoever, brought into, produced, manufac- 
tured, or being within the same; to be issued and dis- to be dieted 
posed of by warrant, under the hand of the governor of priZ^lT^ 
this Commonwealth, for the time being, with the advice 
and consent of the council, for the public service, in the 
necessary defence and support of the government of the 
said Commonwealth, and the protection and preservation 
of the subjects thereof, according to such acts as are or 
shall bo in force within the same. 

And while the public charges of government, or any valuation of ©a- 
part thereof, shall be assessed on polls and estates, in the ^^ars^arkwir 
manner that has hitherto been practised, in order that such ^^®' *^ 
assessments may be made with equality, there shall be a 
valuation of estates within the Commonwealth, taken anew 
once in every ten yeai-s at least, and as much oftencr as 
the general court shall order. 
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CHAPTER I. 
Section U. 

Senate. 

Senate, number [Art. I. There shall be annnallv elected, by the freeholders and 
efected!*^ "whom other inhabitants of thisCommon wealth, qualified as in this constitution 
is provided, forty persons to be councillors and senators, for the year 
Bee amend. ensuing their election ; jto be chosen by the inhabitants of the districts, 
menta, Arte. into which the Commonwealth may, itovcl time to time, be divided by 
S ^ihm^ the general court for that purpose : and the general court, in assigning 
the numbers to be elected by the respective districts, shall govern 
themselves by the proportion of the public taxes paid by the said dis- 
tricts ; and timely make known, to the inhabitants of the Common* 
wealth, the limits of each district, and ihe number of councillors and 
senators to bo chosen therein : provided, that the number of such dis- 
tricts shall never be less than thirteen ; and that no district be so 
larp^e as to entitle the same to choose more than six senators. 
OonnUeatobe And the Several counties in this Commonwealth shall, until tlie 
^tricta, until, general court shall determine it necessary to alter the said districts, be 
See amend- districts for the choice of councillors and senators, (except that the 
menu, ^^ couuties of Dukcs county and Nantucket shall form one district for 
xuLandXxn. ^^j. purpose,) and shall elect the following number for councillors 
and senators, viz. : — 

Suffolk, six ; Essex, six ; Middlesex, five ; Hampshire, four ; Plym- 
outh, three; Barnstable, one; Bristol, three; York, two; Dukes 
county and Nantucket, one) Worcester, five ; Cumberland, one ; Lin- 
coln, one; Berkshire, two.] 

Manner and H. The Senate shall be the first branch of the legisla- 
aenatore^and^ ture ; [and the senators shall bo chosen in the following 
oounciuora. manner, viz. : there shall be a meeting on the first Mon- 
see amend. day in April, annually, forever, of the inhabitants of each 
5m°x!, xrv. town in the several counties of this Commonwealth, to be 
*°^^^- called by the selectmen, and warned in duo course of law, 
at least seven days before the first Monday in April, for 
the purpose of electing persons to be senators and coun- 
sce amend- cillors ; and at such meetings every male inhabitant of 
xxl^^ni!^* twenty-one years of age and upwards, having a freehold 
andioav. estate, within the Commonwealth, of the annual income of 
three pounds, or any estate of the value of sixty pounds, 
shall have a right to give in his vote for the senators for 
Word "inhabi. the distrfct of which he is an inhabitant.] And to remove 
"'*"*"'"' all doubts concerning the meaning of the word ''inhab- 
itant," inrthis constitution, every pereon shall be considered 
as an inhabitant, for the puipose of electing and being 
elected into any office or place within this State, in that 
town, district or plantation where he dwelleth or hath his 
home. 



tout" defined. 
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The selectmen of the several towns shall preside at such ^JJ^JJ J^J^^ 
meetings impartially, and shall receive the votes of all the mSuiiSf ^^ 
inhabitants of such towns, present and qualified to vote for 
senators, apd shall sort and count them m open town meet- 
ing, and in presence of the town clerk, who shall make a 
£ur record, in presence of the selectmen, and in open Betomofvotai. 
town meeting, of the name of every person voted for, and 
of the number of votes against his name ; and a fair copy 
of this record shall be attested by the selectmen and the 
town clerk, and shall be sealed up, directed to the sec- 
retary of the Commonwealth, for the time being, with a sm amend. 
superscription expressing the purport of the contents ™"°^ ^^ ^ 
thereof, and delivered by the town clerk of such towns, to Amonanwnti, 
the sheriff of the county in which such town lies, thirty ^^^ 
days at least before [the last Wednesday in May, annu- 
ally, or' it shall be delivered into the secretary's office 
seventeen days at least before the said last Wednesday in 
May ; and the sheriff of each county shall deliver all such 
certificates, by him received, into the secretary's office, 
seventeen days before the said last Wednesday in May.] 

And the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated, qual- JjJnJJ**"^?^ 
ified as this constitution provides, who are or shall be pUDtaUoni,vho 
empowered and required to assess taxes upon themselves K^votS*"**^ 
toward the support of government, shall have the same 
privilege of voting for councillors and senators, in the 
plantations where they reside, as town inhabitants have in 
their respective towns ; and the plantation meetings for puntaUonmMt. 
that purpose shall be held, annually, [on the same first B^'amond. 
Monday in April,] at such place in the plantations, re- menu, Art x. 
spectively, as the assessors thereof shall direct; which aimmon to 
assessors shall have like authority for notifying the elect- ^^* *^ 
ors, collecting and returning the votes, as the selectmen 
and town clerks have in their several towns, by this con- 
stitution. And all other persons living in places unincor- 
porated, (qualified as aforesaid,) who shall be assessed to 
the support of government, by the assessors of an adja- 
cent town, shall have the privilege of giving in their votes 
for councillors and senators, in the town where they shall 
be assessed, and be notified of the place of meeting, by 
the selectmen of the town where they shall be assessed, 
for that purpose, accordingly. 

in. And that there may be a due convention of sen- Governor and 
ators [on the last Wednesday in May,] annually, the gov- JSiSolidSim 
cmor, with five of the council, for the time being, shall, J^nSonleJ!^* 
as soon as may be, examine the retmned copies of such 
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Bee amend. rccords ; and fourteen days before the said day, he shall 
ments, Art. X. jgg^^ j^ summons to such persous as shall appear to be 
chosen by a majority of voters, to attend on that day, and 
take their seats accordingly; [provided, nevertheless, 
that for the first year, the said returned copies shall be 
examined by the president and five of the council of the 
former constitution of government ; and the said president 
shall, in like manner, issue his summons to the persons so 
elected, that they may take their seats as aforesaid.] 
flSli^juto'of ^^' '^^^ senate shall be the final judge of the elections, 
eiectioni, &c. rcturus and qualifications of their own members, as pointed 
oju own mem. ^^^ .^ ^^ constitution ; and shall, on the said [last Wednes- 
day in May,] annually, determine and declare who are 
• elected by each district to be senators, [by a majority of 
Bee amende votcs : and in casc there shall not appear to be the full 
x^vfSad number of senators I'etumed, elected by a majority of 
^^' votes, for any district, the deficiency shall be supplied in 

vj^adeijiiow the foUowiug manner, viz. : The members of the house of 
representatives, and such senators as shall be declared 
elected, shall take the names of such persons as shall be 
found to have the highest number of votes in such district, 
and not elected, amounting to twice the number of sen- 
ators wanting, if there be so many voted for ; and out of 
these, shall elect by ballot a number of senators sufficient 
to fill up the vacancies in such district ; and in this manner 
all such vacancies shall be filled up in every district of the 
C!ommonwealth ; and in like manner all vacancies in the 
senate, arising by death, removal out of the State or 
otherwise, shall be supplied as sooii as may be after such 
vacancies shall happen.] 
QaaUfla^oMof y. Provided, nevertheless, that no person shall be 
m?nuA!?u capable of being elected as a senator, [who is not seised 
2m.«ndxxn. in his own right of a freehold, within this Commonwealth, 
of the value of three hundred pounds at least, or pos- 
sessed of personal estate to the value of six hundred 
pounds at least, or of both to the amount of the same 
sum, and] who has not been an inhabitant of this Com- 
monwealtn for the space of five years immediately pre- 
. ceding his election, and, at the time of his election, he 
shall be an inhabitant in the district for which he shall be 
chosen. 
SS^nwwuSi VI. The senate shall have power to adjourn themselves ; 
two day*. provided such adjournments do not exceed two days at a 
time. 
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VU. The senate shall choose its own president, appoint ^^J^^^ ^^ 
its own officers, and determine its own rules of proceed- ubush iuTrok!!. 
mgs. 

vm. The senate shall be a court with full authority ®Sj|JJj^2!*°*" 
to hear and determine all impeachments made by the ^ ^ 
house of representatives, against any officer or officers of 
the ConmionwealUi, for misconduct and mal-administration 
in their offices : but, ][)reyious to the trial of eveiy impeach- ^•^ 
ment, the members of the senate shall, respectively be 
sworn, truly and impartially to try and determine the 
charge in question, according to evidence. Their judg- Limitation of 
ment, however, shall not extend furtler than to removal ^^^^'^^ 
from office, and disqualification to hold or enjoy any place 
of honor, trust or profit, under this Commonwealdi : but 
the party so convicted shall be, nevertheless, liable to 
indictment, trial, judgment and punishment, according to 
the laws of the land. 

IX. Not less than sixteen members of the senate shall Q«>nia. 
constitute a quorum for doing business* 



CHAPTER L 
Sbction m. 

BbtLse of Bepreaentdtives. 

Abt. I. There shall be, in the legblature of this Com- RepreMotatioa 
monwealth, a representation of the people, annually elected, °' '^•i^p^*- 
and founded upon the principle of equality. 

pi. And in order to provide for a representation of the citizens of Rcprewnta. 
&is Commonwealth, founded upon the principle of equality, every cor- ^Sea.^^ 
porate town, containing one hundred and fiity ratable polls, may elect 
one representative ; every corporate town containing tiiroe hundred 
and seventy-five ratable polls, may elect two representatives ; every Seo amend. 
corporate town, containing six hundred ratable polls, may elect three 5r?***^T?' 
representatiyes ; and nroceeding in that manner, making two hundred ■S' Vyt 
ai^ twenty-five ratable polls the mean increasing number for every 
additional representative. 

Provided, nevertheless, that each town now incorporated, not hav- ProvifOMto' 
hig one hundred and fifty ratable polls, may elect one representative ; }*^^'**?i!y 
but no place shall hereafter be incorporated with the privilege of i31bi©pouL 
electing a representative, unless there are within the same one liun- 
dred and fifty ratable polls.] 

And the house of representatives shall have power, from TowMiuwet* 
tune to time , to impose fines upon such towns as shall neglect ^* ^ **■*• *^ 
to choose and return members to the same, agreeably to 
this constitution. 
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SiiS?io**IS?^" "^^^ expenses of travelling to the general assembly , and 
from the general returning home, once in every session, and no more, shall 
court, owpai j^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ government, out of the pubHc treasury, to 
every member who shall attend as seasonably as he can, in 
the judgment of the house, and does not depart without 
leave. 
Qnmufloatioiit of III. Evciy member of the house of representatives shall 
tiv^Tee^ be chosen by written votes ; [and, foi'one year at least next 
ArS^S^^ preceding his election, shall have been an inhabitant of, and 
XIV. and XXL }^^yQ becu sdiscd id his own right of a freehold of the value 
of one hun4red pounds, within the town he shall be chosen 
to represent, or anj%atable estate to the value of two hun- 
dred pounds ; and he shall cease to represent the said town, 
immediately on his ceasing to be qusJified as aforesaid.] 

QaaUfloationaof [TV. Every male person bcinff twenty-one years of age, and resi- 
• voter. ijgi^t ij^ any particular town in tEis Commonwealth, for the space of 

one year next preceding, having a freehold Estate within the same 

town, of the annual income of tiiree pounds, or any estate of the value 
See amende of sixty pounds, shall have a right to vote in the choice of a represen- 
mMito,AiyJii., tative or representatives for the said town.] 

^rSentu"^ C^' '^® members of the house of representatives shall be chosen 
tiTes, ivben annually in the month of May, ten days at least before the last Wed- 
Boe^tSnend- i^^sday of that month.] 

S,^^"^-^ VI. The house of representatives shall be the grand 
^™^<>^®«" inquest of this Commonwealth ; and all impeachments made 

by them shall be heard and tried by the senate. 
HoHBetoorigi- .Vn. All money-bills shall originate in the house of 
buiB. ™**°*^ representatives ; but the senate may propose or concur 

wit h, am endments, as on other bills. 
Nottoi^oum VUl. The house of representatives shall have power 
Si^atatime. to adjourn themselves, provided such adjournment shall 

not exceed two days at a time. 

Qnorom. [IX. Not less than six^ members of the house of representatives 

moit?"^ shall constitute a quorum for doing business.] 

iSie to judge X. The house of representatives shall be the judge of 

^fu ™*i5S. *^® returns, elections and qualifications of its own members, 

iu"k^w^an? ^® pointed out in the constitution ; shall choose their own 

estabush ite Speaker, appoint their own officers, and settle the rules and 

May'puSshfor ordcrs of proceeding in their own house. They shall have 

eertain offences, authority to puuish by imprisonment, every person, not a 

member, who shall be guilty of disrespect to the house, by 

any disorderly or contemptuous behavior, in its presence ; 

or who, in the town where the general court b sitting,*and 

during the time of its sitting, shall threaten harm to the 

body or estate of any of its members, for anything said or 

done in the house ; or who shall assault any of them there- 
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for; or who shall assault or arrest any witness, or other 
person, ordered to attend the house, in his way in going 
or returning ; or who shall rescue any person arrested by 
the order of the house. 

And no member of the house of representatives shall be ^{f^^**' 
arrested* or held to bail on mean process, during his going 
unto,* return from, or his attending, the general assembly. 

XI. The senate shall have the same powers in the like senate. 
cases ; and the governor and council shall have the same Governor and 
authority to punish in like cases: provided, that no im- p^h.*"*^ 
prisonment, on the warrant or order of the governor, coun- General umita. 
oil, senate or house of representatives, for either of the ^^^ 
above described offences, be for a term exceeding thirty 
days. 

And the senate and house of repre9entatives may try and ^i,^*^ ^^^ 
determine all cases where their rights and privileges are otherwiae. 
concerned, and which, by the constitution, they have au- 
thority to try and determine, by committees of their own 
members, or in such other way as they may, respectively, 
think best. 



CHAPTER II. 

EXECUTIVE POWER. 

Section I. 

Governor. • 

Art. I. There shall be a supreme executive magistrate, Ck>vemor. 
who shall be styled — ^The Governor op tiie (Summon- ms uue. 
WEAiiTH OF Massachusetts; and whose title shall be — 
His ExcELLENor. 

n. The governor shall be chosen annually ; and no per- To be ohoaen 
son shall be eligible to this office, unless, at the time of his *^***"y- 
election, he shall have been an inhabitant of this Common- Quaiiiicauona. 
wealth for seven years next preceding ; and unless he shall, 
at the same time, be seised, in his own right, of a freehold, 
within the Commonwealth, of the value of one thousand 
pounds ; [and unless he shall declare himself to be of the see amend. 
Christian religion.] °^^'^^' ^"^ ^°- 

[III. Those persons who shall be qualified to vote for senators and By whom 
rqiresentatives, within the several towns of this Commonwealth, shall, haveo raajority 
at a meeting to be called for that purpose, on the first Monday of April, of Totea. 
3 
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Sm amend- 
mentii, Arts. II., 
X., XIV. and 
XV. 



How ohoten, 
when no person 
baa a mi^oi^ty* 



Power of gov- 
emor» and of 
governor and 
oonncU. 



annually, five in their votes for a governor, to the selectmen, who 
shall preside at such meetings ; and Sie town clerk, in the presence 
and with the assistance of the selectmen, shall, in open town meeting, 
sort and count the votes, and form a list of the persons voted for, wiu 
the number of votes for each person against his name ; and shall make 
a fair record of the same in the town books, and a public declaration 
thereof in the said meeting ; and shall,in the presence of the mhabitants, 
seal up copies of the said list, attested by him and the selectmen, and 
transmit the same to the sheriff of the county, thirty days at least be- 
fore the last Wednesday in May ; and the sheriff shall transmit the 
same to the secretary's office, seventeen days at least before tlie said 
last Wednesday in May ; or the selectmen may cause returns of the 
same to be made, to the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, 
seventeen days at least before the said day ; and the secretary shall lay 
the same before the senate and tlie house of represeptatives, on the last 
Wednesday in May, to be by them examined ; and in case of an elec- 
tion by a majority of all the votes returned, the choice shall be by 
them declared and published ; but if no person shall have a majority 
of votes, the house of representatiTCS shall, bv ballot, elect two out of 
four persons, who had the highest number of votes, if so many shall 
have been voted for ; but if otherwise, out of the number voted for ; 
and make return to the senate of the two persons so elected ; on which, 
the senate shall proceed, by ballot, to elect one who shall be declared 
governor.] 

IV. The governor shall have authority, from time to 
time, at his discretion, to assemble and call together the 
councillors of this Commonwealth for the tinie being ; and 
the governor, with the said councillors, or five of them, at 
least, shall, and may, from time to time, hold and keep a 
council, for the ordering and directing the affairs of the 
Commonwealth, agreeably to the constitution and the laws 
of the land, • 

V. The governor, with advice of council, shall have 
full power and authority, during the session of the general 
court, to adjourn or prorogue the same to any time the 
two houses shall desire ; [and to dissolve the same on the 
day next preceding the last Wednesday in May ; and,' in 
the recess of the said court, to prorogue the same from time 
to time, not exceeding ninety days in any one recess ;] and" 
to call it together sooner than the time to which it may be 
adjourned or prorogued, if the welfare of the Common- 
wealth shall require the same ; and in case of any infectious 
distemper prevailing in the place where the said court is 
next at any time to convene, or any other cause happening, 
whereby danger may arise to the health or lives of the 
members from their attendance, he may direct the session 
to be held at some other the most convenient place within 
the State. 

See amend. [And the govemor shall dissolve the said general court on the day 

meota. Art X. ^^^^^ preceding the last Wednesday in May.] 



ACay a<^oiim or 
prorogrue the 
general court 
upon requcBtk 
and convene the 
aame. 

See amend> 
ments, Art. X. 
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VI. In cases of disagreement between the two houses, Governor and 
with regard to the necessity, expediency or time of adjourn- jl^umuw^ 
ment or prorogation, the governor, with advice of the ^U&^iut 
council, shall have a right to adjourn or prorogue the gen- S^et"!^* 
eral court, not exceeding ninety days, as he shall deter- 
mine the public good shall require. 

Vn. The governor of this Commonwealth, for the time Goyemor to bo 
being, shall be the commander-in-chief of the army and SiT"^*'"^ 
navy, and of all the military forces of the State, by sea and 
land ; and shall have full power, by himself, or by any com- 
mander, or other officer or officers, from time to time, to 
train, instruct, exercise and govern the militia and navy ; 
and, for the special defence and safety of the Common- 
wealth, to assemble in martial array, and put in warlike 
posture the inhabitants thereof, and to lead and conduct 
them, and with them, to encounter, repel, resist, expel and 
pursue, by force of arms, as well by sea as by land, within 
or without the limits of this Conmionwealth, and also to 
kill, slay and destroy, if necessary, and conquer, by all fit- 
ting ways, enterprises and means whatsoever, all and every 
such person and persons as shall, at any time hereafter, in 
a hostile manner, attempt or enterprise the destruction, in- 
vasion, detriment or annoyance of this Commonwealth ; and 
to use and exercise, over the army and navy, and over the 
militia in actual service, the law-martial, in time of war or 
invasion, and also in time of rebellion, declared by the 
l^islature to exist, as occasion shall necessarily require ; 
and to take and surprise, by all ways and means whatso- 
ever, all and every such person or persons, with their ships, 
arms, ammunition and other goods, as shall, in a hostile 
manner, invade or attempt the invading, conquering or 
annoying this Commonwealth ; and that the governor be 
intrusted with all these and other powers incident to the 
offices of captain-general and commander-in-chief, and ad- 
miral, to be exercised agreeably to the rules and regula- 
tions of the constitution, and the laws of the land, and not 
otherwise. 

Provided, that the said governor shall not, at any time LimitBUoo. 
hereafter, by virtue of any power by this constitution 
granted, or hereafter to be granted to him by the legisla- 
ture, ^transport any of the inhabitants of this Common- 
wealth, or oblige them to march out of the limits of the 
same, without their free and voluntary consent, or the con- 
sent of the general court ; except so far as may be neces- 
sary to march or trai^sport them by land or water, for the 
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defence of such part of the State to which they cannot 
otherwise conveniently have access. 

VIII. The power of pardoning offences, except such as 
persons may be convicted of before the senate, by an im- 
peachment of the house, shall be in the governor, by and 
with the advice of council; but no charter of pardon, 
granted by the governor, with advice of the council, be- 
fore conviction, shall avail the party pleading the same, 
notwithstanding any general or particular expressions 
contained therein, descriptive of the offence or offences 
intended to be pardoned. 

IX. All judicial officers, [the attorney- general, the 
solicitor-general, all sheriffs,] coroners [and registers of 
probate,] shall be nominated and appointed by the gov- 
ernor, by and with the advice and consent of the council ; 
and every such nomination Bhall be made by the governor, 
and made at least seven days prior to such appointment. 

X. The captains and Bubalterus of the militia shall be 
elected by the written votes of the train-band and alarm list 
of their respective companies, [of twenty-one years of age 
and upwards ;] the field officers of regiments shall be elected 
by the written votes of the captains and subalterns of their 
respective regiments ; the brigadiers shall be elected, in like 
manner, by me field officers of their respective brigades ; 
and such officers, so elected, shall be commissioned by .the 
governor, who shall determine their rank. 

The legislature shall, by standing laws, direct the time 
and manner of convening the electors, and of collecting 
votes, and of certifying to the governor the officers elected. 

The major-generals shall be appointed by the senate and 
house of representatives, each having a negative upon the 
other ; and be commissioned by the govenior. 

And if the electors of brigadiers, field officers, captains 
or subalterns shall neglect or refuse to make such elections, 
after being duly notified, according to the laws for the time 
being, then the governor, with advice of council, shall 
appoint suitable persons to fill such offices. 

[And no officer, duly commissioned to command in the militia, shall 
be removed from his office, but by the address of both houses to the 
governor, or by fair ti-ial in court-martial, pursuant to the laws of the 
Conunonwealth for the time being.] 

The commanding officers of regiments shall appoint their 
adjutants and quartermasters ; the brigadiers their brigade- 
majors ; and the major-generals their aids ; and the governor 
shall appoint the adjutant-general. 
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Tho governor with advice of council, shall appoint all f™y^®2t!d. 
officers of the continental army, whom by the confederation ^ *^*^ 
of the United States it is provided that this Commonwealth 
shall appoint, — ^as also all officers of forts and garrisons. 

The divisions of the militia into brigades, regiments and 2i5Si******° °' 
companies, made in pursuance of the militia laws now in 
force, shall be considered as the proper divisions of the 
militia of this Commonwealth, until the same shall be 
altered in pursuance of some future law. 

XI. No moneys shall be issued out of the treasury of Money, ijow 
this Commonwealth and disposed of (except such sums as trcwwy.^S. 
may be appropriatcfd for the redemption of bills of credit ^^®p*»*^ 
or treasurer's notes, or for the payment of interest arising 
thereon,) but by warrant under the hand of the governor 

for the time being, with the advice and consent of the coun- 
cil, for the necessary defence and support of the Common- 
w^th, and for the protection and preservation of the 
inhabitants thereof, agreeably to the acts and resolves of 
the general court. 

XII. All public boards, the commissary-general, all JJJ^JJS?^^ 
superintending officers of public magazines and stores, be- centomak© 
louring to this Commonwealth, and all conmianding officers ^^^^ "" 
of forts and garrisons within the same, shall, once in every 

three months, officially and without requisition, and at other 
times, when required by the governor, deliver to him an 
account of all goods, stores, provisions, ammunition, can- 
non with their appendages, and small arms with their ac- 
coutrements, and of all other public property whatever 
under their care, respectively ; distinguishing the quantity, 
number, quality and kind of each, as particularly as may 
be ; together with the condition of such forts and garri- 
sons ; and the said commanding officer shall exhibit to the 
governor, when required by him, true and exact plans of 
such forts, and of the land and sea, or harbor or harbors, 
adjacent. 

And the said boards^ and all public officers, shall conmiu- 
nicate to the governor, as soon as may be after receiving the 
same, all letters, dispatches and intelligences of a public 
nature, which shaM be directed to them respectively. 

Xm. As the public good requires that the governor SaUryof goT. 
should not be under tho undue influence of any of the mem- *'°**^' 
bers of the general court, by a dependence on them for his 
support — ^that he should, in all cases, act with freedom for 
the benefit of the public — ^that he should not have his atten- 
tion necessarily diverted from that object to his private 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 CONSTITUTION OF THE 

• 

concerns — ^and that ho should maintain the dignity of the 
Commonwealth in the character of its chief magistrate — ^it 
is necessary that he should have an honorable stated salary, 
of a fixed and permanent value, amply sufficient for those 
purposes, and established by standing laws : and it shall 
be among the first acts of the general court, after the com- 
mencement of this constitution, to establish such salary by 
law accordingly. 
fiS?l?ro'JSe Pennanent and honorable salaries shall also be estab- 
juXui TOuiT** lished by law for the justices of the supreme judicial court. 
StoSd VL -^^^ ^^ ^^ ®^^^ ^^ found that any of the salmes aforesaid, 
•Qf^ratl so established, are insufficient, they shall, from time to 
time, be enlarged, as the general court shall judge proper. 



CHAPTER II. 

Section n. 
Lieutenant - Governor. 

l^^Si'SS't ^^^" ^' ^®^® ^^^^^ ^® annually elected a lieutenant- 

and qoaiifica. govcmor of the Commonwcalth of Massachusetts, whose 

^^°* title shall be — ^His Honob ; and who shall Ije qualified, in 

See amend. poiut of rcligiou, property, and residence in the Common- 

mUlh^Md wealth, in the same manner with the governor ; and the day 

^^^' and manner of his election, and the qualifications of the 

electors, shall be the same as are required in the election of 

How chosen, a govcmor. The return of the votes for this officer, and 

the declaration of his election, shall be in the same manner ; 

[and if no one person shall be found to have a majority of 

all the votes returned, the vacancy shall be filled by the 

senate and house of representatives, in the same manner as 

the governor is to be elected, in case no one person shall 

have a majority of the votes of the people to be governor.] 

President of U. The govcmor, and in his absence the Ueutenant- 

oouncu. governor, shall be president of the council, but shall have 

Lieuteniuit.gov. no votc iu couucil ; and the lieutenant-governor shall always 

o?^ex^X&«.' be a member of the council, except when the chair of the 

governor shall be vacant. 

Lienteniint.gov. IU. Whenever the chair of the governor shall be vacant, 

SS^i>*vernoMn by rcasou of his death, or absence from the Commonwealth, 

case, &c ^j. otherwise, the lieutenant-governor, for the time being, 

shall, diuring such vacancy, perform all the duties incum- 
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bent upon the governor, and shall have and exercise all the 
powers and authorities, which, by this constitution, the 
governor is vested with, when personally present. 



CHAPTER II. 

Section III. 

Council, and the Manner of setlling Elections by the Legislature. 

Akt. I. There shall be a council, for advising the gov- coundi. 
emor in the executive part of the government, to consist Bee amend. 

__,_ -..Tjii. J J 1 menu, Art. 

of [nine] persons besides the lieutenant-governor, whom xvl 
the governor, for the time being, shall have full power and 
authority, from time to time, at his discretion, to assemble 
and call together ; and the governor, with the said council- 
lors, or five of them at least, shall and may, from time to 
time, hold and keep a council, for the ordering and direct- 
ing tlie affairs of the Commonwealth, according to the laws 
of the land. 

pi. Nine councillors shall be annually chosen from among the p^r- Number; ftom 
sons retarned for councillors and senators, on the last Wednesday in ^hom, and how 
May, by the jomt ballot of tiie senators and representatives assembled ^^•^^ 
in one room ; and in case there shall not be found, upon the first choice, Seo amend- 
the whole number of nine persons who will accept a seat in the coun- 5m ' "^x^* 
dl, tiie deficiency shall be made up by the electors aforesaid from *° 

among the people at large ; and the number of senators left, shall con- 
stitute the senate for the year. The seats of the persons thus elected Senators becom. 
fix)m ihe senate, and accepting the trust, shall be vacated in the senate.] ^^^^* 

in. The councillors, in. the civil arrangements of the Rank of coundi. 
Commonwealth, shall have rank next after the lieutenant- ^"^^ 
governor. 

[IV. Not more than two councillors shall be chosen out of any <jne no dirtrict to 

di^rict of this Commonwealth.! '>»v« "^o" *^>*n 

■■ two. 

V. The resolutions and advice of the council shall be Register of 
recorded in a register and signed by the members present ; ^^"^^ 
and this record may bo called for, at any time, by either 
house of the legislature ; and any member of the council 

may insert his opinion, contrary to the resolution of the 
majority. 

VI. Whenever the oflBce of the governor and lieutenant- Conneu to exer- 
governor shall be vacant by reason of death, absence, or Sf ^vcraor[*to 
otherwise, then the council, or the major part of them, ®"®»*^ 
shall, during such vacancy, have full power and authority, 
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Elections may 
be adjourned 
UDtU, ftc 



Order thereof 

Amendments, 
Arts. XVL and 
XXV. 



to do and execute, all and every such acts, matters and 
things, as the governor or the lieutenant-governor might, 
or could, by virtue of this constitution, do or Execute, if 
they, or either of them, were personally present. 

[VII, And whereas the elections appointed to be made by this 
constitution on the last Wednesday in May annually, by the two 
houses of the legislature, may not he completed on tliat day, the 
said elections may be adjourned from day to day, until the same shall 
be completed. And the order of elections shall be as follows : the 
vacancies in the senate, if any, shall first be filled up ; the governor 
and lieutenant-governor shall then be elected, provided there should 
be no choice of them by the people ; and afterwards the two houses 
shall proceed to the election of the council.] 



CH AFTER II. 
Section IV. 



SecreUiry, fco., 
by whom uid 
how chosen. 
Bee amend- 
ments, Arts. IV. 
•ndXVIL 

Treasurer In. 
eligible for more 
than five succes- 
sive years. 



Secretary to 
keep records ; to 
attend the gov. 
emor and coun. 
dl, &c. 



Secretary^ Treasurer^ Commissary ^ &c. 

Art. I. [The secretary, treasurer and receiver-gen- 
eral, and the commissary-general, notaries public and naval 
officer)^, shall be chosen annually, by joint ballot of the 
senators and representatives, in one room.] And, that 
the citizens of this Commonwealth may be assured, from 
time to time, that the moneys remaining in the public 
treasury, upon the settlement and liquidation of the public 
accounts, are their property, no man shall be eligible as 
treasurer and receiver-general more than five years suc- 
cessively. 

n. The records of the Commonwealth shall be kept in 
the office of the secretary, who may appoint his deputies, 
for whose conduct he shall be accountable ; and he shall 
attend the governor and council, the senate and house of 
representatives in person, or by his deputies, as they shall 
respectively require. 



CHAPTER III. 



JUDICIARY POWER. 

TOmmSiion offl. -^.RT, I. The tcuurc that all commission officers shall 
cerstohe^ex- by law havc in their offices shall be expressed in their 

pressed. 
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respective commissions. All judicial officers, duly ap- Judicial oflioen 
pointed, conunissioned and sworn, shall hold their offices airing g^aT be. 
during good behavior, excepting such concerning whom J.^*°'' ^'^^p'' 
there is different provision made in this constitution : pro- MaybewmoTed 
vided, nevertheless, the governor, with consent of the®""^**** 
council, may remove them upon the address of both houses 
of the legislature. 

n. Each branch of the legislature, as well as the gov- Ju8tioe«of«n- 
emor and council, shall have authority to require the ?oSTu>"^^o^ 
opinions of the justices of the supreme judicial court, upon SJ^qSlJSl^^*" 
important questions of law, and upon solemn occasions. * 

in. In order that the people may not suffer from the Juitiw* of the 
long continuance in place of any justice of the peace, who Sirtheir ©mJ^ 
shall fail of discharging the important duties of his office 
witii ability or fidelity, all commissions of justices of the 
peace shall expire and become void in the term of seven 
years from their respective dates ; and, upon the expira- 
tion of any commission, the same may, if necessary, be 
renewed, or another person appointed, as shall most con- 
duce to the well being of the Commonwealth. 

rV. The judges of probate of wills, and for granting ProviaioMfor 
letters of administration, shall hold their courts at such wimf ^"*^^ 
place or places, on fixed days, as the convenience of the 
people shall require ; and the legislature shall, from time 
to time, hereafter, appoint such times and places ; until 
which appointments, the said courts shall be holden at the 
times and places which the respective judges shall direct. 

[Y. All causes of marriage, divorce and alimony, and all appeals Cauea of mar. 
firom Uie judges of probate, shall be heard and determined by the '^"«® *^^ ^• 
governor and comicil until tJie legislature shall, by law, make other deti^mined. 
proviaion.] 



CHAPTER IV. 



DELEGATES TO OONGBESS. 



[The defegates of this Conamonwealth to the congress of the United l>«i««*tes to 
States shall, some time in the month of June, annually, bo elected by ^°«*^*^ 
&e joint ballot of the senate and house of representatives assembled 
together in one room ; to serve in congress for one year, to commence 
on the first Monday in November then next ensuing. They shall 
have commissions under the hand of the ffDvemor, and the great seal 
of the Commonwealth ; but may be recalled at any time iinthin tiie 
jetae, and others chosen and commissioned, in the same manner, in 
tbdr stead.] 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE Ul^IVEBSITY AT CAMBRIDGE, AND ENCOURAGEMENT OP 
• LITERATURE, &C. 

Section !• 

The University. 

HMTWPdCoi. Art. I. Whereas our wise and pious ancestors, so early 
**** * as the year one thousand six hundred and thirty-six, laid 

the foundation of Harvard College, in which university 
many persons of great eminence have, by the blessing of 
God, been initiated in those arts and sciences which quali- 
fied them for public employments, both in church and 
state ; and whereas the encouragement of arts and sciences, 
and all good literature, tends to the honor of God, the 
advantage of the Christian religion, and the great benefit 
Fowe»,privi. of this and the other United States of America, — it is 
preScitS'Md^* declared, that the President and Fellows of Harvard 
toddl' ^'^ College, in their corporate capacity, and their successors 
in that capacity, their officers and servants, shall have, 
hold, ¥se, exercise and enjoy, all the powers, authorities, 
rights, liberties, privileges, immunities and franchises, 
which they now have, or are entitled to have, hold, use 
exercise and enjoy ; and the same are hereby ratified and 
confirmed unto them, the said president and fellows of 
'Harvard College, and to their successors, and to their 
officers and servants, respectively, forever, 
ftjopertyde. 11. And whcrcas there have been, at sundry times, by 
divers persons, gifts, grants, devises of houses, lands, tene- 
ments, goods, chattels, legacies and conveyances, hereto- 
fore made, either to Harvard College in Cambridge, in 
New England, or to the president and. fellows of Harvard 
College, or to the said college, by some other description, 
under several charters successively ; it is declared, that all 
Qitta, grants the Said gifts, grants, devises, legacies and conveyances, 
S^^IZ"**** are hereby forever confirmed unto the president and fellows 
of Harvard College, and to their successors, in the capacity 
aforesaid, according to the true intent and meaning of the 
donor or donors, grantor or grantors, devisor or devisors. 
Board of Over- IH. And whcrcas by an act of the general court of the 
SbeVby cener. colouy of Massachusctts Baj'', passed in the year one thou- 
»icoartofi643. g^jj^ gjj^ hundred and forty-two, the governor and deputy- 
ffovemor, for the time being, and all the magistrates of that 
jiurisdiction, were, with the president, and a number of the 
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clergy in the said act described, constituted the overseers 
of Harvard College ; and it being necessary, in this new 
constitution of government, to ascertain who shall be 
deemed successors to the said governor, deputy-governor, 
and magistrates ; it is declared, that the governor, lieuten- ovewwjrtertab. 
ant-governor, council and senate of this Commonwealth, toUon.^^***"*^* 
are, and shall be deemed, their successors ; who, with the 
president of Harvard College, for the time being, together 
with tjie ministers of the congregational churches in the 
towns of Cambridge, Watertown, Charlestown, Boston, 
Boxbury and Dorchester, mentioned in the said act, shall 
be, and hereby are, vested with all the powers and au- 
thority belonging, or in any way appertaining, to the over- 
seers of Harvard College: provided, that nothing, herein Power of ait«n. 
shall be construed to prevent the legislature of this Com- thlTi^iirttS^ 
monwealth from making such alterations in the govern- . 
ment of the said university, as shall be conducive to its 
advantage, and the interest of the republic of letters, in as 
fiill a manner as might have been done by the legislature 
of the late Province of the Massachusetts Bay. 



CHAPTER V. 
Section H. 

Th& Encouragement of Literature^ dc. 

Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused gen- Dutyof leguu. 
eraUy among th^ body of the people, being necessary for SlSL'S^iui^-*' 
tte preservation of their rights and liberties ; and as these gSS^^Sdl^ 
depend on spreading the opportunities and advantages of 5^^^ 
education in the vanous parts of the country, and among 
the different orders of the people, it shall be the duty of 
legislatures and magistrates, in all future periods of this 
Commonwealth, to cherish the interests of literature and 
the sciences, and all seminaries of them ; especially the uni- 
versity at Cambridge, public schools, and grammar schools 
in the towns; to encourage private societies and public 
institutions, rewards and immunities, for the promotion of 
agriculture, arts, sciences, commerce, trades, manufactures, 
and a natural history of the country ; to countenance and 
inculcate the principles of humanity and general benevo- 
lence, public and private charity, industry and frugality, 
honesty and punctuality in their dealings ; sincerity, good 
humor, and all social affections, and generous sentiments, 
among the people. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OATHS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS ; INCOMPATIBILITY OF AND EX- 
CLUSION FROM offices; pecuniary qualifications; 

COMMISSIONS ; WRITS ; confirmation of laws ; HABEAS 

corpus; the enacting style; continuance op of- 
ficers ; PROVISION FOR a fltture revisal of the 
constitution, &c. . 

Dedarmtion of Abt. I. [Any person chosen governor, lieutenant-governor, coon- 
«*®°J^® "ffi ®^^^^» senator or representative, and accepting Uie trust, shall, before 
<^ '• ** " he proceed to execute the duties of his place or office, make and sub- 
scribe the following declaration, viz. : 
See emend. ** I, A. B., do declare, that I believe the Christian religion, and have 

mente, Art. VH. j^ g^jj^^ persuasion of its truth ; and that I am seised and possessed, in 
my own right, of the property required by the constitution, as one 
qualification for the office or place to which I am elected.^ 

And the jg^vemor, lieutenant-governor and councillors, shall make 
and subscnbe the said declaration, in the presence of the two houses 
of assembly ; and the senators and representatives, first elected un4er 
this constitution, before the president and five of the council of the 
former constitution ; .and forever afterwards, before the governor and 
council for the time being.] 

JJ^JjyjSJ*^^^ And every person chosen to either of the places or offices 
««"• aforesaid, as also any person appointed or commissioned 

to any judicial, executive, military or other office under the 
government, shall, before he enters on the discharge of 
the business of his place or office, take and subscribe the 
following declaration, and oaths or affirmations, viz. : 



[ " I, A. B., do truly and sincerely acknowledge, profess, testify and 
mento, Art. VL declare, that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is, and of right ought 
to be, a free, sovereign and independent State ; and I do swear, that I 
will bear true faith and allegiance to the said Commonwealth, jQmd 
that I will defend the same against traitorous conspiracies and all hos- 
tile attempts whatsoever; and that I do renounce and abjure all allo- 
ffiance, suojection and obedience to the king, queen or government of 
Great Britam, (as the case may be,) and every other foreign power 
whatsoever ; and that no foreign pnnce, person, prelate, state or po- 
tentate, hath, or ought to have, any jurisoiction, superiority, pre-emi- 
nence, authority, dispensing or other power, in any matter, civil, eccle- 
siastical or spiritual, within this Commonwealth ; except the authority 
and power which is or may be vested by their constituents in the con- 
gress of the United States : and I do further testify and declare, that 
na man, or body of men, hath, or ean have, any right to absolve or dis- 
charge me from the obligation of this oath, declaration or affirmation ; 
and that I do make this acknowledgment, profession, testimony, dec- 
laration, denial, renunciation and abjuration, heartily and truly, accord- 
ing to the common meaning and acceptation of the foregoing words, 
wShout any equivocation, mental evasion or secret reservation what- 
soever. So help me, God."] 
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**I, A. B., do solemnly swear and affirm, that I will 
fiiithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the 
duties incumbent on me as y according to 

the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably to 
fhe rules and regulations of the constitution, and the laws 
of the Commonwealth. So help me, God.** 

[Provided, always, that when emj person, chosen or appointed as See amrad. 
aforesaid, shall be of the denomination of the people caUed Quakers, "*"*'■» ^^ ^** 
and shall decline taking the said oaths, he shall make his afiObrmation 
in the foregoing form, and subscribe the same, omitting the words, **I 
do swear," and " and abjure," "oatii or," " and abjuration," in the first 
oath ; and in the second oath, the words " swear and," and in each of 
them the words, " So help me, God ; " subjoining instead thereof, "This 
I do under the pains and penalties of perjury."] 

And the said oaths or affirmations shall be taken and ^SJoiSl^h^' 
subscribed by the governor, lieutenant-governor and coun- adminietered. 
cillors, before the president of the senate, in the presence 
of the two houses of assembly ; and by the senators and 
representatives first elected under this constitution, before 
the president and five of the council of the former constitu- 
tion ; and forever afterwards before the governor and coun- 
cil for the time being; and by the residue of the officers 
aforesaid, before such persons, and in such manner, as from 
time to time shall be prescribed by the legislature. 

II. No governor, lieutenant-governor, or judge of the Plurality of om. 
supreme judicial court, shall hold any other office or place, ^SraoJ!*&^,** 
under the authority of this Commonwealth, except such as ®*^p^ ^' 
by this constitution they are admitted to hold, saving that Sce amend. 
the judges of the said coui-t may hold the offices of justices vm*"^^ 
of the peace through the State ; nor shall they hold any 
other place or office, or receive any pension or salary from 
any other State, or government or power, whatever. 

No person shall be capable of holding or exercising at Same eubject. 
the same time, within this State, more than one of the fol- 
lowing offices, viz. : judge of probate, sheriff, register of 
probate, or register of deeds ; and never more man any 
two oflSces, which are to be held by appointment of the • 

governor, or the governor and council, or the senate, or 
the house of representatives, or by the election of the 
people of the State at large, or of the people of any county, 
military offices, and the offices of justices of the peace ex- 
cepted, shall be held by one person. 

No person holding the office of judge of the supreme incompaubie 
judicial court — secretary — attorney- general — [solicitor- °^^^ 
general! — treasurer or receiver-o^eneral — iudffe of probate see amend- 

"^» 1 .-i^ n ^ • . . menu. Art. 

—commissary-general — ^president, professor, or instructor viiiT 
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Same subject. 



Bribery, &c, 
operates dis- 
qualification. 



Value of money 
ascertained. 
Property quail- 
ficaoons. 



Bee amend- 
ments, Art 

XTTT . 



Provisions re. 
spocting com- 
missions. 



Provlsloos re. 
specting writs. 



Continuation of 
former laws, ex- 
cept, &c. 



of Harvard College — sheriff— clerk of the house of represen- 
tatives — register of probate — register of deeds — clerk of the 
supreme judicial court — [clerk of the inferior court of com- 
mon pleas] — or officer of the customs, including in this 
description naval officers — shall at the same time have a 
seat in the senate or house of representatives ; but their 
being chosen or appointed to, and accepting the same, shall 
operate as a resignation of their seat in the senate or house 
of representatives ; and the place so vacated shall be filled 
up. 

And the same rule shall take place in case any judge of 
the said supreme judicial court, or judge of probate, shall 
accept a seat in council ; or any councillor shall accept of 
either of those offices or places. 

And no person shall ever be admitted to hold a seat in 
the legislature, or any office of trust or importance under 
the government of this Commonwealth, who shall in the 
due course of law, have been convicted of bribery or cor- 
ruption, in obtaining an election or appointment. 

III. In all cases where sums of money are mentioned in 
this constitution, the value thereof shall be computed in 
silver, at six shillings and eight pence per ounce ; and it 
shall be in the power of the legislature, from time to time, 
to increase such qualifications, as to property, of the per- 
sons to be elected to offices, as the circumstances of the 
Commonwealth shall require. 

IV. All commissions shall be in the name of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, signed by the governor, and 
attested by the secretary or his deputy, and have the great 
seal of the Commonwealth affixed thereto. 

V. All writs, issuing out of the clerk's office in any of 
the courts of law, shall be in the name of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts ; they shall be under the seal of 
the court from whence they issue ; they shall bear test of 
the first justice of the court to which they shall be return- 
able who is not a party, and be signed by the clerk of such 
court. 

VI. All the laws, which have heretofore been adopted, 
used and approved, in the Province, Colony or State of 
Massachusetts Bay, and usually practised on in the courts 
ol law, shall still remain and be in full force, until altered 
or repealed by the legislature ; such parts only excepted as 
are repugnant to the rights and liberties contained in thia 
constitution. 
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Vn. The privilege and benefit of the writ of habeas ^^^^ 
corpus shall be enjoyed in this Commonwealth, in the most McuredtezMpv 
free, easy, cheap, expeditious and ample manner ; and shall ^^ 
not be suspended by the legislature, except upon the most 
urgent and pressing occasions, and for a limited time, not 
exceeding twelve months. 

Vin. The enacting style, in making and passing all '^i^*^^' 
acts, statutes and laws, shall be— '^Be it enacted by the 
Senate and House of Representatives, in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same." 

[LX. To the end there may be no failure of justice, or danger arise Officers of foi^ 
to the Commonwealth, from a change of the form of government, all ^n\g*7J°"yi* 
officers, civil and military, holding commissions under the government £J '** ^ * 
and people of Massachosetts Bay, in New England, and all other offi- 
cers of the said government and people, at me time this constitution 
shall take effect, Siall have, hold, use, exercise and enjoy all the powers 
and autboritr to them granted or committed, until other persons shall 
be appointed in their stead ; and all courts of law shall proceed in the 
execution of the business of their respective departments ; and all the 
executive and legislative officers, bodies and powers, shall continue in 
foil force, in the enjoyment and exercise of all their trusts, employments 
and andiority, until the general court, and the supreme and executive 
officers under this constitution, are designated and invested with their 
re^ective tnists, powers and authority. 

X. In order the more effectually to adhere to the principles of the Provition for 
constitution, and to correct tliose violations which by any means may J^uoJjJ'Aineni 
be made therein, as well as to form such alterations as from experience menta, Art ix. 
(iball be found necessary, the general court, which shall be in the year 

of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, shall issue 
precepts to the selectmen of the several towns, and to the assessors of 
the unincorporated plantations, directing them to convene the quali- 
fied voters of their respective towns and plantations, for the purpose 
of collecting their sentiments on the necessity or expediency of revis- 
ing the constitution, in order to amendments. 

And if it shall appear, by tiie returns made, that two-thirds of the Sune rabjeet- 
qualified voters throughout the State, who shall assemble and vote in 
conseauence of the said precepts, are in favor of such revision or 
imeudmcnt, the general court shall issue precepts, or direct them to 
be issued from toe secretary's office, to the several towns, to elect 
delegates to meet in convention for the purpose^aforesaid. 

Tlie said delegates to be chosen in the same manner and proportion 
as their representatives in the second branch of the legislature are by 
this constitution to be chosen.] 

XI. This form of government shall be enrolled on provision for 
parchment, and deposited in the secretary's office, and be Jli^bhlngSk 
a part of the laws of the land ; and printed copies thereof c<"»^t«i»op- 
shall be prefixed to the book containing the laws of this 
Commonwealth, in all future editions of the said laws. 
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Oenonl court 
empowered to 
charter cities. 



Proviso. 



ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT. 

groicd w"uiiS^ Art. I. If any bill or resolve shall be objected to, and 

be^omraiaw,^ DOt approved by the governor; and if the general couijt 

ISurnYn the^" ^^hall adjoum within five days after the same shall have 

meantime. been laid bcforo the governor for his approbation, and 

thereby prevent his returning it with his objections, as 

provided by the constitution, such bill or resolve shall not 

become a law, nor have force as such. 

Art. II. The general court shall have full power and 
authority to erect and constitute municipal or city govern- 
ments, in any corporate town or towns in this Common- 
wealth, and to grant to the inhabitants thereof such powers, 
privileges and immunities, not repugnant to the constitu- 
tion, as the general court shall deem necedsary or expedient 
for the regulation and government thereof, and to prescribe 
the manner of calling and holding public meetings of the 
inhabitants in wards or otherwise, for the election of offi- 
cers under the constitution, and the manner of returning 
the votes given at such meetings : provided, that no such 
government shall be erected or constituted in any town not 
containing twelve thousand inhabitants ; nor unless it be 
with the consent, and on the application, of a majority of 
the inhabitants of such town, present and voting thereon, 
pursuant to a vote at a meeting duly warned and holden for . 
that purpose ; and provided, also, that all by-laws, made 
by such municipal or city government, shall be subject, at 
all times, to be annulled by the general court. 

Art. m. Every male citizen of twenty-one years of 
age and upwards, (excepting paupers and persons under 
guardianship,) who shall have resided within tbft Common- 
wealth one year, and within the town or district, in which 
he may claim a right to vote, six calendar months next pre- 
ceding any election of governor, lieutenant-governor, sen- 
ators or representatives, and who shall have paid, by him- 
self, or his parent, master or guardian, any state or coimty 
tax, which shall, within two years next preceding such elec- 
tion, have been assessed upon him, in any town or district 
of this Commonwealth ; and also, 'every citizen who shall 
be by law exempted from taxation, and who shall be in all 
other respects qualified as above mentioned, shall have 
a right to vote in such election of governor, lieutenant- 
governor, senators and representatives ; and no other 
person shall be entitled to vote in such elections. 



Qualiflcatlont of 
voters for gover- 
nor, Iicuteuant> 
governor, sena- 
tors and repre- 
sentatives. 11 
Piclc. 638. 
See amend- 
ments, Arts. 

xx.,xxm. 

and XXVI. 
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Art. IV. Notaries public shall be appointed by the gov- Notaries puwic, 
ernor, in the same manner as judicial officers are appointed, Mrre^vedT* 
and shall hold their offices during seven years, unless sooner 
removed by the governor, with the consent of the council, 
upon the address of both houses of the legislature. 

[In case the office of secretary or treasurer of the Commonwealth Vacanciciinthe 
shall become vacant from any cause, during the recess of the general office* ^l!^^^^ 
court, the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall urCT.^how'aued 
. oominate and appoint, under such regulations as may be prescribed in case, &c. 
by law, a competent and suitable person to such vacant* office, who mcnS°^ 
shall hold the same until a successor shall be appointed by the general xvn.' 
court] 

Whenever the exigencies of the Commonwealth sJ^^-W co™™»«jj^-^^ 
require the appointment of a commissary-general, he shall SpoStearfn ^ 
be nominated, appointed and commissioned, in such manner *^*^ **^ 
as the legislature may, by law, prescribe. 

All officers commissioned to command in the militia, may MiutiaoiHcerB, 
be removed from office in such nmnner as the legislature 
may, by law, prescribe. 

Art. V. In the elections of captains and subalterns of who msv vote 
the militia, all the members of their respective companies, subaSemi.'* *°* 
as well those under as those above the age of twenty-one 
years, shall have a right to vote. 

Art. VI. Instead of the oath of allegiance prescribed ^"^i/Sm^*" 
by the constitution, the following oath shall be taken and ^ ° ^'*' 
subscribed by every person chosen or appointed to any 
oflBce, civil or military, under the government of this Com- 
monwealth, before he shall enter on the duties of his office, 
to wit : — 

"I, A. B. , do solemnly swear, that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
will suppoi^ the constitution thereof. So help me, God." 

Provided^ That when any person shall be of the denomi- ^Jr mlVi^i^ 
nation called Quakers, and shall decline taking said oath, 
he shall make his affirmation in the foregoing form, omit- 
ting the word " swear,'* and inserting, instead thereof, the 
word " affirm," and omitting the words, " So help me, God," 
and subjoining, instead thereof, the words, '^This I do under 
the pains and penalties of perjury." 

Art. Vll. No oath, declaration or subscription, except- TetuaboHshod. 
ing the oath prescribed in the preceding article, and the 
otih of office, shall be required of the governor, lieuteoant- 
govemor, councillors, senators or representatives, to qualify 
them to perform the duties of their respective offices. 

6 
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in«,mpatibiiity ^t. VHI. No judge of any court of this Common- 
wealth, (except the court of sessions,) and no person 
holding any office under the authority of the United States 
(postmasters excepted,) shall, at the same time, hold the 
office of governor, lieutenant-governor or councillor, or 
have a seat in the senate or house of representatives of 
this Commonwealth ; and no judge of any court in this 
Commonwealth, (except the court of sessions,) nor the at- 
torney-general, [solicitor-general, county-attorney,] clerk 
of any court, sheriff, treasurer and receiver-general, register 
of probate, nor register of deeds, shall continue to hold his 
said office after being elected a member of the Congress of 
the United States, and accepting that trust ; but the accept- 
ance of such trust, by any of the officers aforesaid, shall be 
deemed and taken to be a resignation of his said office ; [and 
judges of the courts of common pleas shall hold no other 
office under the government of this Commonwealth, the 
office of justice of the peace and militia offices excepted.] 

i^!StSuf^ ^ -^^T- 1^- If» ^^ ^^y ti™® hereafter, any specific and par- 
how made. ticular amendment or amendments to the constitution be 
proposed in the general court, and agreed to by a majority 
of the senators and two-thirds of the members of the house 
of representatives present and voting thereon, such pro- 
posed amendment or amendments shall be entered on the 
journals of the two houses, with the yeas and nays taken 
thereon, and referred to the general court then next to be 
chosen, and shall be published ; and if, in the general court 
next chosen as aforesaid, such proposed amendment or 
amendments shall be agreed to by a majority of the sena- 
tors and two-thirds of the members of the house of repre- 
sentatives present and voting thereon, then it shall be the 
duty of the general court to submit such proposed amend- 
ment or amendments to the people ; and if they shall' be 
approved and ratified by a majority of the qualified voters, 
voting thereon, at meetings legally warned and holden for 
that purpose, they shall become part of the constitution of 
this Commonwealth. 

commencemrat Art. X. The political year shall begin on the first 
o po year, -^g^jj^gjj^y ^f January, instead of the last Wednesday of 
May ; and the general court shall assemble every year on 
the said first Wednesday of January, and shall proceed, at 
that session, to make all the elections, and do all the other 
acts, which are by the constitution required to be made and 
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done at the session which has heretofore coniibenced on the 
last Wednesday of May. And the general court shall be andtenniimtiofn. 
dissolved on the day next preceding the first Wednesday of 
January 9 mthout any proclamation or other act of the gov- 
ernor. But nothing herein contained shall prevent the 
general court from assembling at such other times as they 
^aU judge necessary, or when called together by the gov- 
ernor. The governor, lieutenant-governor and councillors, 
shall also hold their respective offices for one year next 
following the first Wednesday of January, and until others 
are chosen and qualified in their stead. 

[The meeting for the choice of governor, lieatenant-govemor, MeeUngs for the 
senators and representatives, shall be held on the second^Monday of ^'^oico o^^er- 
November in every year ; but meetings may be adjourned, if necessary, ^vernor, &^, 
for the choice of representatives, to me next day, and again to the next when to be held. 
SQCceeding day, but no further: But in case a second meeting shfdl be ^^^ «4Journ- 
necessary for t|)e choice of representatives, such meetings shall be See amend, 
held on me fourth Monday of the same month of November.] menu, Artxv. 

All the [other] provisions of the constitution, respecting 
the elections and proceedings of the members of the general 
court, or of any other oflicers or persons whatever, that 
have reference to the last Wednesday of May as the com- 
mencement of the political year, shall be so far altered, as 
to have like reference to the first Wednesday of January. 

This article shall go into operation on the first day of ArUcie,whentc 
October, next following the day when the same shall be duly Si?*** ^^'*' 
ratified and adopted as an amendment of the constitution ; 
and the governor, lieutenant-governor, councillors, sena- 
tors, representatives, and all other state officers, who are 
annually chosen, and who shall be chosen for the. current 
year, when the same shall go into operation, shall hold their 
respective offices until the first Wednesday of January then 
next following, and until others are chosen and qualified in 
their stead, and no longer ; and the first election of the gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor, senators and representatives, 
to be had m virtue of this article, shall be had conformably 
thereunto, in the month of November following the day on 
which the same shall be in force and go into operation, 
pursuant to the foregoing provision. 

All the provisions of the existing constitution, inconsist- inconsistent 
ent with the provisions herein contained, are hereby wholly SutSal^" "^ 
annulled. 

Art. XI. Instead of the third article of the bill of ^^l^^^^ 
ri^ts, the following modification and amendment thereof usbed. 
is substituted : — 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S6 CONSTITUTION OF THE 

** As the public wbrship of God, and instructions in piety, 
religion and morality, promote the happiness and prosperity 
of a people, and the security of a republican government; 
therefore the several religious societies of this Common- 
wealth, whether corporate or unincorporate, at any meet- 
ing legally warned and holden for that purpose, shall ever 
have the right to elect their pastors or religious teachers, 
to contract with them for their support, to raise money for 
erecting and repairing houses for public worship, for the 
maintenance of religious instruction, and for the payment 
of necessary expenses ; and all persons belonging to any 
religious society shall be taken and held to be members, 
until they shall file with the clerk of such society a written 
notice dccHAring the dissolution of their membership, and 
thenceforth shall not be liable for any grant or contract 
which may be thereafter made or entered into by such so- 
ciety ; and all religious sects and denominations, demean- 
ing themselves peaceably, and as good citizens of the Com- 
monwealth, shall be equally under the protection of the 
law ; and no subordination of any one sect or denomination 
to another shall ever be established by law.'' . 

Cenaas of rat*. [Art. XII. In order to provide for a representation of the citizens 
Sken°in 1837* ^^ *^^^ CommonwealtJi, founded upon the principles of equality, a 
and decennially census of the ratable polls in each city, town and district of the dom- 
thereafter. monwealth, on the first day of May, shall be taken and returned into 
the secretary's office, in such manner as the legislature shall pro- 
vide, within the montii of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-seven, and in every tenth year thereafter, in 
Represent*. the month of May, in manner aforesaid : and each town or city having 
"^ru* ^^ % three hundred ratable polls at the last preceding decennial census of 
ameiXicntsf ** polls, may elect one representative, and for every four hundred and fifty 
Arm. xni. and ratable polls, in addition to the first three hundred, one representative 
^°^ more« 

Towna h^Jnf Any town having less than three hundred ratable polls shall be rep- 
rltoWe^poHi, resented thus : The whole number of ratable polls, at the last preceding 
bow represent- decennial census of polls, shall be multiplied by ten, and the product 
^* divided by three hundred ; and such town may elect one representa- 

tive as many years within ten years, as three hundred is contained in 
the product aforesaid. 
K*?^°°tei**^ Any city or town having ratable polls enough to elect one or more 
epreaen representatives, with any number of polls beyond the necessary num- 

ber, may be represented, as to that surplus number, by multiplying 
such surplus number by ten, and dividing the product by four hundred 
and fifty ; and such city or town may elect one additional representa- 
tive as many years, within the ten years, as four hundred and fifty is 
contained in the product aforesaid. 
Towns may unite Any two or more of the several towns and districts may, by consent 
ifve dLuicuT**' °^ * majority of the legal voters present at a legal meeting in each of 
said towns and districts, respectively, called for that purpose, and held 
previous to the first day of July, in the year in which the decennial 
census of polls shall be taken, form themselves into a representative 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMONWEALTH OP MASSACHUSETTS. 37 

dis^ct to continue until the next decennial census of polls, for thd 
electiou of a representative or representatives ; and such district shall 
have all the rights, in regfurd to representation, which would belong to 
a town contaimng the same number of ratable polls. 

The governor and council shall ascertain ana determine, within the TbecoTemor 
months of July and August, in the year of our Lord one thousand SJ^ratoSuw 
eight hundred and thirty-seven, aocordinff to the forgoing principles, number of rep. 
the number of representatives which eacn city, town and representa- ""^^JfiJ^^^f ■ ^ 
tive district is entitled to elect, and the number of years, within the to^Sae?^^^ 
period of ten ^ears then next ensuing, that each city, town and repre- 
sentative district may elect an additional representative ; and where New apporUon- 
any town has not a sufficient number of polls to elect a representative '"^"^^^^J^J^f! 
each year, then, how many years within the ten years, such town may yj^. '^*^ 
elect a representative ; and the same shall be done once in ten years 
thereafter, by the governor and council, and the number of ratable 
polls in each decennial census of polls shall determine the number of 
representatives which each city, town and representative district may 
elect as aforesaid ;• and when the number of representatives to be 
elected by each city, town or representative district is ascertained and 
determined as aforesaid, the governor shall cause the same to be pub- 
lished forthwith for the information of the people, and that number 
shall remain fixed and unalterable for the period of ten years. 

AH the provisions of the existing constitution inconsistent with the inconsistent 
provisions herein contained, are hereby wholly annulled.] ^SSl***"* *" 

Abt. Xin. [A census of the inhabitants of each city and town, on Censnsof inbab. 
tiie first day of May, shall be taken and returned into the secretary's J^J"** J**,^ 
office, on or before the last day of June, of the year one thousand eight SSd dec<^£aiy 
hundred and forty, and of every tenth year thereafter; which census thereafter, for 
shall determine the apportionment of senators and representatives for BlSlaUonf^'^ 
the term of ten years. Bee amend. 

The several senatorial districts now existing, shall be permanent 5®"^» ^^ 
The senate shall consist of forty members ; and in the year one thou- Notorial dis. 
sand eight hundred and forty, and every tenth year thereafter, the tricts declared 
governor and council shall assign the number of senators to be chosen 5^^^® °^ 
m each district, according to the number of inhabitants in the same, menu, ArtI 
Bat, in all cases, at least one senator shall be assigned to each district SJOi. 

The members of the house of representatives shall be apportioned Honseofrepre- 
m tiie following manner : Every town or city containing twelve hun- J^^oned.**'' 
dred inhabitants, may elect one representative ; and two thousand four B«e amend. * 
hundred inhabitants shall be the mean increasing number, which shall S^^* ^^ 
entitle it to an additional representative. ^^' 

Every town containing less than twelve hundred inhabitants shall BmaU towns, 
be entitled to elect a representative as many times, within ten years, ^ wprewnt- 
as the number one hundred and sixty is contained in the number of 
tiie inhabitants of said town. Such towns may also elect one repre- 
sentative for the year in which the valuation of estates within the 
Commonwealth shall be settled. 

Any two or more of the several towns may, by consent of a major- Towns may 
ity of^e legal voters present at a legal meeting, in each of said towns, J^iJJi^^djSr* 
respectively, called for that purpose, and held before the first day of tricts. ^* 
Angust, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty, and every 
tenth year thereafter, form themselves into a representative distiict, to 
continue for the term of ten years ; and such district shall have all 
Ihe rights, in regard to representation, which would belong to a town 
eontaining the same number of inhabitants. 

The number of inhabitants which shall eutitie a town to elect one Basis of repre- 
representative, and the moan increasing number, which shall entitie a sentation, and 
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ratio of in* 



town or city to elect more than one, and also the number by which the 
population of towns, not entitled to a representative every year, is to 
be divided, shall be increased, respectively, by one-tentii of the num- 
bers above mentioned, whenever tne population of the Commonwealth 
shall have increased to seven hundred and seventy thousand, and for 
every additional increase of seventy thousand inhabitants, the same 
addition of one-tenth shaU be made, respectively, to the said numbers 
above mentioned. 

In the year of each decennial census, the governor and council shall, 
before the first day of September, apportion the number of representa- 
tives which each city, town and representative district is entitied to 
elect, and ascertain how many years, within ten years, any town may 
elect a representative, which is not entitied to elect one every year ; 
and the governor shall cause the same to be published forthwith. 

Nine councillors shall be annually chosen from among the people 
at large, on the first Wednesdin^ of January, or as soon thereafter as 
may be, by the joint ballot of the senators and representatives, as- 
sembled in one room, who shall, as soon as may be, in like manner, 
fill up auy vacancies that may happen in the council, by death, resig- 
nation or otherwise. Ko person shall be elected a councillor who has 
not been an inhabitant of this Common wealth for the term of &ye years 
immediately preceding his election ; and not more than one councillor 
shall be chosen from any one senatorial district in the Common- 
wealth.] 

^Sn^^uon not ^^ possession of a freehold, or of any other estate, shall 
required. be required as a qualification for holding a seat in either 

branch of the general court, or in the executive coimcil. 

pwJ?etob??* ^^'^' ^I^- I^ ^U elections of civil officers by the peo- 
piurautyof pie of this CoHimon Wealth, whose election is provided for 
by the constitution, the person having the highest number 
of votes shall be deemed and declared to be elected. 



The governor 
and council to 
apportion the 
number of rep. 
rescntativefl 6t 
each town once 
in every ten 
years. 

CounciUora to 
bo chosen ttom 
the people at 
large. 

See amend- 
menta, ArL 
XVI. 

Qualifications of 
councillors. 



Art. XV. The meeting for the choice of governor, 
erao'rMd legii lieutcnant-govemor, senators and representatives, shall be 



Time of annual 
election of gov* 



lature. 



Eight council, 
lors to be chosen 
by the people. 

Legislature to 
district State. 



held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem- 
ber, annually ; but in case of a failure to elect representa- 
tives on that day, a second meeting shall be holden, for 
that purpose, on the fourth Monday of the same montii of 
November. 

Art. XVI. Eight councillors shall be annually chosen 
by the inhabitants of this Commonwealth, qualified to vote 
for governor. The election of councillors shall be deter- 
mined by the same rule that is required in the election of 
governor. The legislature, at its first session after this 
amendment shall have been adopted, and at its first session 
after the next State census shall have been taken, and at 
its first session after each decennial State census there- 
afterwards, shall divide the Commonwealth into eight dis- 
tricts of contiguous territory, each containing a number of 
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inhabitants as nearly equal as practicable, without dividing 
any town or ward of a city, and each entitled to elect one 
councillor : provided^ howevet% that if, at any time, the 
constitution shall provide for the division of the Common- 
wealth into forty senatorial districts, then the legislature 
shall so arrange the councillor districts, that each district 
shall consist of five contiguous senatorial districts, as they 
shall be, from time to time, established by the legislature. 
No person shall be eligible to the office of councillor who JJ^^"**y ^^ 
has not been an inhabitant of the Commocrwealth for the 
term of five years immediately preceding his election. The Dayandnumnef 
day and manner of the election, the return of the votes, ^^^^^^^*^^ 
and the declaration of the said elections, shall be the same 
as are required in the election of governor. Whenever vacande*, how 
there shall be a failure to elect the full number of council- ^*^ 
lors, the vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as is 
required for filling vacancies in the senate ; and vacancies 
occasioned by death, removal from the State, or other- 
wise, shall be filled in like manner, as soon as may be, 
after such vacancies shall have happened. And that there organisation of 
may be no delay in the organization of the government on *>^®«<>^«™™«»*- 
the first Wednesday of January, the governor, with at least 
five councillors for the time being, shall, as soon as may be, 
examine the returned copies of the records for the election 
of governor, lieutenant-governor, and councillors ; and ten 
days before the said first Wednesday in January he shall 
issue his summons to such persons as appear to be chosen, 
to attend on that day to be qualified accordingly ; and the 
secretary shall lay the returns before the senate and house 
of representatives on the said first Wednesday in January, 
to be by them examined ; and in case of the election of 
either of said officers, the choice shall be by them declared 
and published ; but in case there shall be no election of 
either of said officers, the legislature shall proceed to fill 
such vacancies in the manner provided in the constitution 
for the choice of such officers. 

Akt. XVII. The secretary, treasurer and receiver-gen- Eiecuonoficc- 
eral, auditor, and attorney-general, shall be chosen annu- Sl^iitonlnd' 
ally, on the day in November prescribed for the choice of ^ w^JpSpie. 
governor ; and each person then chosen as such, duly qual- 
ified in other respects, shall hold his office for the term of 
one year from the third Wednesday in January next there- 
after, and until another is chosen and qualified in his stead. 
The qualification of the voters, the manner of the election, 
the return of the votes, and the declaration of the election, 
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vacancie*, how shall be such as are required in the election of governor. In 
^^^ case of a failure to elect either of said officers on the day in 

November aforesaid, or in case of the decease, in the mean 
time, of the person elected as such, such officer shall be 
chosen on or before the third Wednesday in January next 
thereafter, from the two persons who had the highest num- 
ber of votes for said offices on the day in November afore- 
said, by joint ballot of the senators and representatives, in 
one room ; and in case the office of secretary, or treasurer 
and receiver-general, or auditor, or attorney-general, shall 
become vacant, from any cause, during an annual or special 
session of the general court, such vacancy shall in like 
manner be filled by choice from the people at large ; but if 
such vacancy shall occur at any other time, it shall be sup- 
plied by the governor by appointment, with the advice and 
consent of the council. The person so chosen or iq>- 
pointed, duly qualified in other respects, shall hold his 
office until his successor is chosen and duly qualified in his 
stead. In case any person chosen or appointed to either 
of the offices aforesaid, shall neglect, for the space of ten 
days after he could otherwise enter upon his duties, to 
qualify himself in all respects to enter upon the discharge 
of such duties, the office to which he has been elected or 
appointed shall be deemed vacant. No person shall be 
eligible to either of said offices unless he shall have been 
an inhabitant of this Commonwealth five years next pre- 
ceding his election or appointment. 



To qualify with. 
In ten days, 
otherwise office 
to bo deemed va. 
oant. 



Qualification 
requisite. 



School moneys 
not to be ap* 
piled for secta- 
rian schools. 



Art. XVin. All moneys raised by taxation in the 
towns and cities for the support of public schools, and all 
moneys which may be appropriated by the State for the 
support of common schools, shall be applied to, and ex- 
pended in, no other schools than those which are conducted 
• according to law, under the oixler and superintendence of 

the authorities of the town or city in which the money is 
to be expended ; and such moneys shall never be appro- 
priated to any religious sect for the maintenance, exclu- 
sively, of its own school. 

Legislature to Art. XIX. The legislature shall prescribe, by general 
Sonof's'he^^^ law, for the election of sheriffs, registers of probate, com- 
probatel&c!tby Diissioners of insolvency, and clerks of the courts, by the 
the people. * peoplo of the scvcral counties, and that district-attorneys 
shall bo chosen by the people of the several districts, for 
such teiin of office as the legislature shall prescribe. 
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Art. XX. No person shall have the right to vote, or ^^^J^'^JJi 
be eligible to office under the constitution of this Common- and writiDgf 
wealth, who shall not be able to read the constitution in the fi^^2Iio?v(J?^ 
English language and write his name : provided^ however y ^ovi»o. 
Uiat the provisions of this amendment shall not apply to 
any person prevented by a physical disability from com- 
plying with its requisitions, nor to any person who now 
has the right to vote, nor to any persons who shall be sixty 
years of age or upwards at the time this amendment shall 
take effect. 

Art. XXI. A census of the legal voters of each city ^°JJJ***y^ 
and town, on the first day of May, shall be taken and re- hSwtanu,when 
turned into ihe office of the secretary of the Common- **^*^ *** 
wealth, on or before the last day of June, in the year one Seo General 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven; and a census ^f S'^^^^p^'^o. 
the inhabitants of each city and town, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, and of every tenth 
year thereafter. In the census aforesaid, a special enumer- 
ation shall be made of the legal voters ; and in each city 
said enumeration shall specify the number of such legal 
voters aforesaid, residing in each ward of such city. The 
enumeration aforesaid shall determine the apportionment 
of representatives for the periods between the taking of 
the census. 

The house of representatives shall consist of two hun- House to consist 




Commonwealth, equally, as nearly as may be, according ^** "* 
to their relative numbers of legal voters, as ascertained by 
the next preceding special enumeration ; and the town of 
Cohasset, in the county of Norfolk, shall, for this purpose, 
as well as in the formation of districts, as hereinafter pro- 
vided, be considered a part of the county of Plymouth; 
and it shall be the duty of the secretary of the Common- secretary shau 
wealth, to certify, as soon as may be after it is determined ccrs authorized 
by the legislature, the number of representatives to which {f^^<i««o«»- 
each county shall be entitled, to the board authorized to 
divide each county into representative districts. The mayor Meeting for divi- 
and aldermen of the city of Boston, the county commis- Tuc^oy inAu. 
ooners of other counties than Sufiblk, — or in lieu of the ^°^^ - 
mayor and aldermen of the city of Boston, or of the county 
commissioners in each county other than Suffolk, such board 
of special commissioners in each county, to be elected by 
6 
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the people of the county, or of the towns therein, as may 
for that purpose be provided by law, shall, on the first 
Tuesday of August next after each assignment of represen- 
tatives to each county, assemble at a shire town of their 
Prooeedingi. respective counties, and proceed as soon as maybe, to divide 
the same into representative districts -of contiguous terri- 
tory, so as to apportion the representation assigned to each 
county equally, as nearly as may be, according to the 
relative number of legal voters in the several districts of 
each coimty ; and such districts shall be so formed that no 
town or ward of a city shall be divided therefor, nor shall 
any district be made which shall be entitled to elect more 
Qnaiiflcationi of than three representatives. Every representative, for one 
representauve*. y^^r ^t Icast ncxt preceding his election, shall have been 
an inhabitant of the district for which he is chosen, and 
shall cease to represent such district when he shall cease to 
Slmibered^d^ be au inhabitant of the Commonwealth. The districts in 
■cribed ondcer. cach county shall be numbered by the board creating the 
*^*^ same, and a description of each, with the numbers thereof 

and the number of legal voters therein, shall be returned 
by the board, to the secretary of the Commonwealth, the 
county treasurer of each county, and to the clerk of every 
town in each district, to be filed and kept in their respec- 
tive ofllces. The manner of calling and conducting the 
meetings for the choice of representatives, and of ascer- 
ono hundred taiuiug their election, shall be prescribed by law. Not less 
SSfum]* * than one hundred members of the house of representatives 
shall constitute a quorum for doing business ; but a less 
number may organize temporarily, adjourn from day to 
day, and compel the attendance of absent members. 

^jn^^jf votort Art. XXn. A census of the legal voters of each city 
to be taken. and towu, ou the first day of May, shall be taken and re- 
turned into the ofllce of the secretary of the Common- 
wealth, on or before the last day of June in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty*seven ; and a census of 
the inhabitants of each city and town, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, and of every tenth 
votern to be ycar thereafter. In the census aforesaid , a special enumcr- 
SSIISi^tSF^Si. ation shall be made of the legal voters, and in each city 
aton. gai^ enumeration shall specify the number of such legal 

voters aforesaid, residing in each ward of such city. The 
enumeration aforesaid shall determine the apportionment of 
senators for the periods between the taking of the census. 
Benatetocontirt The scuatc shall cousist of forty members. The general 

of 40 members. ^ ^ 
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court shall, at its first session after each next preceding senatorial din. 
special enumeration, divide the Commonwealth into forty ^^^ *^ 
districts of adjacent territory, each district to contain, as 
nearly as may be, an equal number of legal voters, accord- 
ing to the enumeration aforesaid : provided^ however ^ that Proyiao. 
no town or ward of a city shall be divided therefor ; and 
such districts shall be formed, as nearly as may be, with- 
out uniting two counties, or parts of two or more counties, 
into one district. Each district shall elect one senator, QumiiflcaUoiuoi 
who shall have been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth "°**®"' 
five years at least immediately preceding his election, and 
at the time of his election sbaU be an inhabitant of the dis- 
trict for which he is chosen ; and he shall cease to repre- 
sent such senatorial district when he shall cease to be an 
inhabitant of the Conunonwealth. Not less than sixteen sixteen mem. 
senators shall constitute a quorum for doing business ; but ^>«*»««<>"»*^ 
a less number may organize temporarily, adjourn from day 
to day, and compel the attendance of absent members. 

[Abt. XXIII. No person of foreign birth shall be entiUed to Vote, Residenee of 
or shall be eligible to office, unless he shaU have resided within the gufredcfn'Sa. 
jurisdiction of the United States for two years subsequent to his natu- niUzcd citizen, 
nlizadon, and shall be otherwise qualified, according to the constitu- J®^^'^® ^ ■"* 
tion and laws of this Commonwealth : provided, that this amendment eu^ie'toofflce. 
shall not affect the rights which any person of foreign birth possessed See amendment, 
at the time of the adoption thereof : and, provided, further, that it shaU ^^ XXVL 
not affect the rights of any child or a citizen of the United States, bom 
dming the temporary absence of the piCrent therefrom.] 

Abt. XXIV. Any vacancy in the senate shall be filled ^2tSI^~*°*^ 
by election by the people of the unrepresented district, 
upon the order of a majority of senators elected. 

Abt. XXY. In case of a vacancy in the council, from VMandetinthe 
a fistOore of election, or other cause, the senate and house ***'™**"- 
of representatives shall, by concurrent vote, choose some 
eligible person from the people of the district wherein such 
vacancy occurs, to fill lliat office. If such vacancy shall 
happen when the legislature is not in session, the governor, 
with th^ advice and consent of the council, may fill the 
same by appointment of some eligible person. 

Abt. XXVI. The twenty-third article of the articles of Twenty-third 
amendment of the constitution of this Commonwealth, which ^u^nST^' 
is as follows, to wit : •'No person of foreign birth shall be 
entitled to vote, or shall be eligible to office unless ho shall 
have resided within the jurisdiction of the United States for 
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two years subsequent to bis naturalization, and shall be 
otherwise qualified, according to the constitution and laws 
of this Commonwealth : provided^ Chat this amendment shall 
not affect the rights which any person of foreign birth pos- 
sessed at the time of the adoption thereof; and provided^ 
further y that it shall not affect the rights of any child of a 
citizen of the United States, bom during the temporary 
absence of the parent therefrom,^ is hereby wholly annulled. 



THE FRAMING AND POPULAR ADOPTION OF THE 
CONSTIUnON. 

The CoDStitutioh of Massachnsetts was agreed upon by delegates of 
the people, in conyention, begun and held at Cambridge, on the first 
day of September, 1779, and continued by adjournments to the second 
day.of March, 1780, when the convention adjourned to meet on the first 
Wednesday of the ensuing June. In the meantime the ConstitutioiL 
was submitted to the people, to be adopted by them, provided two- 
tliirds of the votes given should be in the affirmative. When tlie con- 
yentioii assembled, it was found that the Constitution had been adopted 
by the requisite number of votes, and the convention accordingly 
Resolved^ " That the said Constitution or Frame of Government shall 
take place on the last Wednesday of October next ; and not before, for 
any purpose, save only for that of making elections, agreeable to this 
resolution." The first legislature assembled at Boston, on the twenty* 
fiflh day of October, 1780. 

ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT. 

The first nine Articles of Amendment were submitted, by delegates 
in convention assembled, November 15, 1820, to the people, and by 
them ratified and adopted, April 9, 1821. 

The tenth Article was adopted by the legislatures of the political 
years 1820-80, and 1830-31, respectively, and was approved and rati- 
fied by the people, May 11, 1831. 

The eleventh Article was adopted by the legislatures of the political 
years 1832 and 1833, and was approved and ratified by the people, 
November 11, 1833. 

The twelfth Article was adopted by the legislatures of the political 
years 1835 and 1836, and was approved and ratified by the people, the 
fourteenth day of November, 1836. 
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The thi^t^enth Article was adopted by the legislatures of the politi- 
cal years 1839 and 1840, and was approved and ratified by the people* 
the sixth day of April, 1840. 

The fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth and 
nineteenth Articles were adopted by the legislatures of the political 
years 1854 and 1855, and were approved and ratified by the people, the 
twenty-third day of May, 1855. 

The twentieth, twenty-first and twenty-second Articles were adopted 
by the legislatures of the political years 185G and 1857, and were ap- 
proved and ratified by the people on the first day of May, 1857. 

The twenty-third Article was adopted by the legislatures of the 
political years 1858 and 1859, and was approved and ratified by the 
people on the ninth day of May, 1859. 

The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth Articles were adopted bv the 
legislatures of the political years 1859 and 1860, and were approved 
and ratified by the people on the seventh day of May, 1860. 

The twenty-sixth Article was adopted by the legislatures of the 
political years 1862 and 1863, and was approved and ratified by the 
people on the sixth day of April, 1863. 
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A. 

Adjatant-Cteneral, how appointed, • 

Adjutants of regiments, how appointed, » 

AfiOrmationB. (See oaths and aflOrmationB.) 

Agricnltorey arts, oommerce, &o,, enoooragement of, • . . 

Amendments to the Constitution, how made, 

Apportionment of oonncillors, 

*' of lepresentatives, 15,34 

" of senators, 

Annies, standing, to be maintained only with consent of legislaturej 
Arms, right of people to keep and bear, ..•••• 

Articles of amendment, 

Attorney-General, how appointed, . 

'' how elected, 

'* qualifications of, 

" Tacancy in office of, how filled, .... 

Attorneys, district, how chosen, 

Auditor, how chosen, . . * . 

" * qualifications of, • • .* . 

*' Tacancy in office of, how filled, 

B. 

Bail and sureties, excessiye, not to be demanded, .... 
Bills and Besolyes, to be laid before the governor for reyisal, 

" "to tave the force of law, unless returned wit! 

five days, 

" " to be Toid when not returned, if legislature i 

Joums within five days, 

" " when vetoed, may be passed by two-thirds of ei 

house, 

Bills, money, to originate in the house of representatives. 

Body politic, how formed, and nature of, 

Bribery or corruption in obtainiug an election, to disqualify : 
office, 
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C. 

Pagf 

Census of inhabitants, when and how takon^ 37,41 

" of legal voters, when and how taken, . • • • . . 36, 41 . 

" of ratable polls, when and how taken, 36 

Cities, general court empowered to charter, 32 

Civil and military officers, duties of,.to be prescribed by legislature, . 11 
Commander-in-chief. (See Governor.) 

Commerce, manufactures, arts, &c., encouragement of^ . • • . 27 

Commissary-General, when and how nominated, &o.y . • • . 33 

" " to make quarterly returns, 21 

Commissioners of insolvency, how chosen, 40 

Commission officers, tenure of, to be expressed in commission, . . 25 

Commissions, how made, signed, count'Crsigned, and sealed, ... 30 

Congress, delegates to, how chosen and commissioned, .... 25 

*' '< may be recalled, and others commissioned, • . 25 

" what offices may not be held by members of, ... . 34 

Constitution, amendments to, how made, 34 

*^ revision of, in 1795, provided for, 31 

" to be enroUedi deposited in secretary's office, and printed 

with the laws, 31 

Coroners, how appointed, 20 

Corruption. (See Bribery.) 

Council, and the manner of settling elections by the legislature, . . 23 

" may exercise powers of executive, when, Ac, .... 23 

« members of, number, and how chosen, 23, 38 

'* members of, to be sworn in presence of both houses, • . 28 

" powers and quorum of, 23 

** rank and qualifications of members of, 23, 38 

" register of, subject to the call of either house, .... 23 

*' resolutions and advice o^ to be recorded, 23 

" vacancies in, how filled, 39, 43 

Court, superior, judges of, prohibited from holding other offices, . • 34 

** supremejndicial, judges of, tenure of office, and salary, . . 9,22 

Courts and judicatories, may administer oaths and affirmations, . • 10 

" clerks of, how chosen, 40 

" of probate. (See Probate.) * 

" of record and judicatories, the general court may establish, . 10 

Crimes aqd ofiEences, prosecutions for, regulated, ..... 6, 7 

D. 

Debate, freedom of, in legislature, affirmed, 8 

Declaration of rights, 4 

Delegates to congress, how chosen, 25 

*^ *^ may be recalled, and others commissioned, • 25 

District-attorneys, how chosen, 40 

Districts, councillor, how established and arranged, . . . 12, 38, 39 

Districts, representative, how formed, 41 

" " towns may unite in, 36, 37 
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Paft 
Districts, senatorial, hoir established and axraDged, • • . 12, 37, 42, 43 

DiYoice and alimony, causes o^ how detennined, 25 

Duties of ciyil and military offioeis, to be prescribed by legislataie, 11 

E. 

Elections, by legislature, order and adjoomment of, . • • • 24 

" by the people, plurality of yotes to preyail in, . . • 38 

" freedom of, affirmed, 6 

Election returns, by whom examined, &c., 13, 39 

Enacting style, established, 31 

Encouragement of literature, • • • 27 

Enrolment. (See Constitution.) 

Equality and natural rights recognised, ••••••• 4 

Estates, valuation of, when taken, 11 

ExecutiTe power, 17 

** not to exercise legislatiTe or Judicial powers, . • • 9 

£rjKW< /octo laws, iiijustice of, declared, 8 

P. 

Felony and treason, conyiction of, by legislature, forbidden, • • • 8 

lines, excessiye, prohibited, 8 

Freedom of debate, in legislature, affirmed, • 8 

G. 

General Court, frequent sesdons of^ ez^oined, 8 

" " how formed, 9 

** " may make laws, ordinances, &c., 11 

« « may provide for the establishing of ciyil officers, • • 10, 11 

" « may prescribe the duties of ciyil and military officers, . 11 

^ '' may impose taxes, duties and excises, .... 11 

" " may constitute Judicatories and courts of record, . . 10 

" " may charter cities, . . - 32 

** " may be prorogued by governor and council, ... 18 
" " when to assemble, and when to be dissolved, • . 10, 18, 35 

Govemment, frame of, - 9 

'* executive, legislative and Judicial departments of, limits 

defined, 9 

" objects of, 3 

** right of people to institute, alter, &c., .... 3, 5 

Goyemor, qualifications of, 17, 28, 35 

" salary of, 21 

" when and how chosen, 17, 31, 35, 38 

" official title of; 17 

'^ to be sworn in presence of both houses, ..... 28 

** the holding of other offices by, prohibited, . . . . 29, 34 

^ to be conmiander-in-chief of military forces of State, . . 19 
7 
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Governor may call councillors together at liis discretion, 
'' and council, may pardon offences, after conviction, 
" shall sign such bills and resoltes as he approves, . 
" shall return such biUs and resolves as he does not approve, 
" and council may prorogue the legislature, 
" '* shall examine election returns, 



Paire 
18 
20 
10 
10 
18 
13,39 



H. 



Hdheas earpui, benefit of, secured, 

" *^ not to be suspended more than twelve months. 
Harvard College, powers, privileges, grants, &c., confirmed to, 
" " who shall be overseers of, . 

" " government of, may be altered by legislature, 

House of Representatives, 

" " members of, how apportioned and chosen, 

35, 36, 37, 
" " qualifications of members of, . . . 15, 38, 

" " qualifications of voters for members of, 15, 

" " to judge of the qualifications, &c., of its 

own members, 

** " to choose its own officers, establish its own 

rules, &c., 

" " may punish persons not members, for dis- 
respect, &c., 

^ ** may try and determine all cases involving its 

rights and privileges, 

shall be the grand Inquest to impeach, . 
all money bills to originate in, . ». . 
not to adjourn for more than two days, . 

quorum of, 

members of, exempt from arrest on mean 

process, 

towns may be fined for neglecting to return 

members to, 

travelling expenses of members of, how 

paid, 

oaths or affirmations of members of, how 
taken and subscribed to, ... . 
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31 

26 

27 

27 
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16 
16 
16 
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16,42 

17 

15 

16 

29,33 



I. 

Imx>eachment, limitation of sentence for, 15 

Impeachments, how made and tried, 15, 16 

Incompatible offices, enumeration of, 29, 34 

" Inhabitant,*' word defined, 12 

Inhabitants, census of, when taken, • . • • . . . . 36, 41 

Insolvency, commissioners of, how chosen, 40 
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Instraotion of repreeentatives and petition to legislatniO; rights of, 



Page 

8 



J. 

Judicatories and ooorts of record, legislatore may establish, ... 10 
" " " may administer oaths and afiOrma- 

tions, 10 

Judicial department, not to exercise legislatiye or executiye powers, . 9 

^ officers, how appointed, 20 

" " to hold office during good behavior, except, &c., . 25 

" " may be remoyed on address of legislature, ... 25 

Judiciary power, • . . ' 24 

Judges of courts, what other offices may not be held by, . . . ' 34 

Judges of probate, shall hold courts on fixed days, &c<> .... 25 

^' '' appeals from, how heard and determined, . . 25 

" *' what other offices may not be held by, ... 34 

Jury, right of trial by, secured, 7 

Justices of the peacO) tenure of office of, 25 

" '" commissions of, may be renewed, .... 25 
" supreme Judicial court, tenure of office, and salaries of, . 9, 22, 25 

" " " " what other offices may not be held, 29,34 
" " " " opinions of, may be required by ex- 

.ecutiye or either branch of legislaturoi 25 



L. 

Law-martial, persons not in army or navy, or actual militia seryioe, 

not to be subject to, but by authority of legislature, .... 8 
Laws, every person to have remedy in, for injury to person or prop- 
erty, 6 

" £s jpo6< /octo, ui^ust and inconsistent with free government, . 8 

" not repugnant to Constitution, legislature may make, . . 11 
'' of province, colony or state of Massachusetts Bay, not repugnant 

to Constitution, continued in force, 30 

" power of suspending, only in legislature, 8 

Legal Voters, census o^ to be taken for representative apportion- 
ment, . . 36, 37, 41, 42 

Legislatiye department, not to exercise executive or judicial powers, . 9 

" power, 9 

Legislature. (See General Court.) 

Lientenant-Govemory 22 

" " when and how chosen, 22, 32, 34, 38 

" " official title of, ■ . . 22 

" " qualifications of, . • 22 

" " powers and duties of, ..... . 23 

" " • to be sworn in presence of both houses, . . 29 

Literature, encouragement of, 27 
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Pace 

Magistrates and officers, accountability of, 5 

Major-Generals, how appointed and commissioned, SO 

Martial law, persons not in the army, nayy, or actual militia service, not 

to be subject to, 8 

Meetings, plantation, provisions respecting, 13 

" town, selectmen to preside at, 13 

Military power, to be subordinate to civil, •••••• 7 

Blilitia offices, Tacancies in, how filled, 5M 

« officers, how elected and commissioned, 20, 33 

" " how removed, 20,33 

Militia, organization of, into brigades, regiments and companies, con- 
firmed, 21 

Money bills, to originate in house of representatives, • • • • 16 

Money, how drawn from the treasury, 21 

** value of, how computed, 30 

Moneys raised for support of common schools, not to be applied by 

religious sects, . . • • 40 

Moral principles, necessity of observance in a free goyemmenti • • 7 

. N. 

Notaries Public, how chosen, 2i 

*' '< how appointed, tenure of office, dtc, • • • • 33 

o. 

Oaths and affirmations, courts and judicatories may adminlBter, • . 10 

" « official, forms of, 28, 33 

" *' how and by whom taken and subscribed* 28, 29, 33 

Oaths, affirmations substituted, in behalf of Quakers, • . • .29,33 

Offences. (See Crimes and offences.) 

Office, right of people to secure rotation in, 6, 6 

<< eqaal right of all to, affirmed, 6 

" no person eligible to, who cannot read and write, • • . 41 

Offices, certain, incompatibility of, 29, 34 

Officers, civil, legislature may provide for the naming and settling 

o^ * 11 

" civil and military, duties of, to be prescribed by legislature, . 11 
« " " holding under government of Massachusetts 

Bay, continued in office, 31 

Officers and magistrates, accountability of, 6 

Officers, militia, how elected and commissioned, 20, 33 

« " how removed, 20,33 

Offices, militia, vacancies in, how filled, . 20 

" incompatible, 29,34 

" plurality of, prohibited to governor, lieutenant-governor, and 

judges, 29,34 
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Pardon, power of. Tested in goyernor and eonnoili . . • • • 20 

People, right of, to keep and bear anna, ....... 7 

Person and property, remedy for iz^nries to, ihonld be in the laws, . 6 

Petition and instmction, right o^ affirmed, 8 

PlaDtations, nninoorporated, tax-paying inhabitants o^ may Tote for 

councillors and senators, 13 

Plurality of yotes, election of civil officers by, 38 

Political year, when to begin and end, 34, 35 

Polls, ratable, censns of, when taken, 36 

Power, execatiye, '••••• 17, 18 

« Judiciary, . . 24,25 

« legtelatiye, 9 

Press, liberty of, essential to freedom, 7 

Probate, judges of, shall hold courts on fixed days, Ao^ . • • 25 

'* " appeals from, how heard and determined, . • 25 

« << what other offices may not be held by, . . • 34 

** registers of, how appointed, 20 

** ** election of, to be prescribed, 40 

Property, private, not to be taken for public usee without compensa- 
tion, 6 

Property qualification for office, may be increased by legislature, • 30 

" " " partially abolished, .... 38 

Prosecutions, for crimes and offences, proceedings in, regulated, . . .6 

Public boards and officers, returns of, how, when and to whom made, . 21 

'' officers, right of people with reference to, 5 

" services, the only title to particular and exclusive privileges, ^ 5 

** worship, the right and duty of, ...... • 4 

" " legislature may require provision for, . . . • 4 

PonishmentB, cruel and unusual, prohibited, 8 



Q. 

Quakers, affirmation of, as public officers, • • • • • • 29, 33. 

Qualification, property, may be increased, •••••• 30 

" " partial abolition oi^ 38 

Qualifieations of governor, 17, 40 

" of lieutenant-governor, 22, 40 

" of councillors, • • 38, 39 

" of senators, 14, 37, 42, 43 

" of representatives, 15,38,42 

^ of secretary, treasurer, auditor, and attorney-general, . 39, 40 

" of voters, . • * 12,13,15,32,41,43 

** moral, of officers and magistrates, 7 

Quorum of council, 18, 23, 39 

« of house, 16,42 

" of senate, • 15,43 
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Eatable Polls, census of, when taken, 36 

" " towns having less than 300, how represented, ... 36 

'' '' towns having less than 150, how represented, . . • 15 

Beading and writing, necessary to enable persons to vote or hold 

office, 41 

Register of cooncil, to be kept, subject to the call of either house, . 23 

Registers of probate. (See Probate.) 

Religious denominations, equal protection secured to all, . • . 5, 35 

** societies, right of, to elect their own pastors, &c., . . . 5, 36 

" " persons belonging to, membership defined, . . 36 

Representation, in council, basis of, 38 

" in house, 15,36,37,38,41 

" in senate, 12,37,43 

Representatives. (See House of Representatives.) 

Returns, quarterly, how and by whom to be made, • • • . 21 

Returns of votes, by whom made, .examined, &c., 13, 18 

Revision of Constitution. (See Constitution.) 

Rights, natural, declaration of, ^^., .••••... 4 



s. 

Salaries, of Judges of supreme court, 9, 22 

Salary, of governor, 22 

Schools, money raised and appropriated for, how to be applied, . . 40 

'* sectarian, appropriation of money for, prohibited, ... 40 

Search and seizure, the right of every man to be secure from, . . 7 

Secretary, treasurer, commissary, &c., ....... 24 

Secretary of the Commonwealth, how chosen, 24, 39 

" " " qualifications of, 40 

" " « duties of, 24,40 

" " " may appoint deputies, &c., . . 24 

" " * " vacancy in office of, how fiUed, . ^ . 33, 40 

Selectmen, duties of, in calling and conducting elections, . . •IS, 13 

Self-government, right of, asserted, 5 

Senate, 12 

" members of, number, and how chosen, 12, 32, 37, 42 

" " qualifications of, 14,38,43 

" members shaU bo sworn preliminary to trial of impeachment, . 15 

" '' exempt from arrest on mean process, .... 17 

" quorum of^ 15,43 

" vacancies in, how filled, 14, 43 

" to be final Judge of elections of its own members, ... 14 

" not to adjourn more than two days, 14 

*^ shall choose its own officers, and establish its own rules, . . 15 

" shall try impeachments, 15 

" may punish persons not members, for disrespect, &.C., . . 16, 17 

" may determine all cases involving its rights and privileges, . 16, 17 
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Page 
Senators, apportionment of, 12, 37, 43 

^ oaths and afitaiations, how taken and subscribed by, . . Si8, 29 
Senatorial districts. (See Districts;) 

Services, public, the only title to particular privileges, .... 5 

Sheriffi9, how appointed, 20 

" how elected, 40 

Soldier, not to be quartered in any house without consent of owner, . 8 

Solicitor-general, how appointed, . 20 

Standing armies, without consent of legislature, prohibited, ... 7 

Supreme Being, the public worship of, a right and duty, &c., . . 4 

" Judicial court, tenure of office and salaries of Judges of, . . 9, 22 

Sureties and bail, excessive, not to be demanded, . • • • . 8 

Suspension of laws, power o^ only in legislature, • • • • . 8 

T. 

Taxation, should be founded on consent, 6, 8 

Taxes, excises, &c, legislature may impose, .•••.. 11 

Tax, state or county, payment of, as qualification of yoter, • • . 1,3, 32 

Tests, religious, abolished, 33 

Title, of governor, 17 

" of lieutenant-governor, . • . 22 

Town meetings, selectmen to preside at, ...... • 13 

Towns, having less than 300 ratable poUs, how represented, ... 36 

" having less than ir>0 ratable polls, how represented, • . . 15 

" may unite in representative district, . . . •. . . 36, 37 

Travel, expenses of, to and firom the general court, how paid, . . 16 

Treasoo and felony, legislature not to convict o^ 8 

Treasurer and Receiver-General, how chosen, 24, 39 

" " qualification of, 40 

** " eligibility limited to five years, . . 24 

" " vacancy in office of, how filled, . . 33, 40 

Trial, by Jury, right of, secured, 6,7 

u. 

University at Cambridge, &c., 26 

V. 

Vacancies in council, how filled, 39, 43 

" in militia offices, how filled, 20 

" in offices of secretary, treasurer, auditor, and attorney-gen- 
eral, how filled, 33,40 

" in senate, how fiUed, . . ^ 14 

Valuation of estates, when taken, • . 11 

Veto of bills and resolves, power of, conferred upon governor, • . 10 

Vote, no person entitled to, who cannot read and write, ... 41 
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Yoten, legal, census of, wlien taken, . . • • • • . • 41, 42 

« qualifications of, 12,13,15^32,41,43 

Votes, all civil officers to be elected by a plurality c^ . . . . 38 

'' returns of, by whom made, examined, &c.y • • . . 13,17,39 

w. 

Worship, public, the right and duty of all meOi 4 

Writs, how made, issued, S^,, 30 

Y. 

Tear, political, when to begin and eidy ••••••» 84 
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HT The General Court of 1877 assembled on Wednesday, the 
third day of January. The oaths of office required by the Consti- 
tution to be administered to the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor 
elect, were taken and subscribed by His Excellency Alexandeb 
H. Rice and His Honor Horatio G. Knight, on Thursday, the 
fourth day of January, in the presence of the two Houses assembled 
in convention. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ACTS, 

GENERAL AND SPECIAL. 



Ax Act MAKIMa AFPEOFBIATIONS fob the MAIKTEKANGE op the Qhrif) 1 
60YERNMENT FOR THE PRESENT TEAR. V ^. 

Be U enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives^ in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same^ as follows : 

Section 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are appro- AppropHationB. 
priated to be paid out of the treasury, from the ordinary 
revenue, for the purposes specified, to meet the expenses 
for the year ending on the thirty-first day of December, in 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, to wit : — 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT. 

For the salary of the clerk of the supreme judicial court aerk. 
of the Commonwealth, three thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the reporter of the decisions of the Repoiter. 
supreme judicial court, three hundred dollars. 

For clerk hire and incidental expenses of the reporter of EzpensM. 
the decisions of said court, a sum not exceeding one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. 



SUrpERK)R COURT. 

For the salary of the chief justice of the superior court, chief jwtioe. 
five thousand three hundred dollars. 

For the salaries of the ten associate justices of said court, ^^®**** ^"" 
fifty thousand dollars. "^ 
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Judge— 
Soffoli. 

Middlesex. 



Worcester. 

Bssex. 

Norfolk. 
Bristol. 

Plymoath. 

Berkshire. 

Hampden. 

Hsmpshire. 

Franklin. 

Barnstable. 

Naniack^ 

Dokes Ooonty. 

Register— 
Saffolk. 

Middlesex. 
Worcester. 



COURTS OP PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of SuflFolk, four thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Middlesex, two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Worcester, two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Essex, two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Norfolk, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Bristol, one thousand eight hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Plymouth, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Berkshire, one thousand two hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Hampden, one thousand eight hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Hampshire, one thousand four hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Franklin, one thousand four hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Barnstable, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Nantucket, five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the judge of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Dukes County, five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Suffolk, three thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Middlesex, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency 
for the county of Worcester, two thousand dollars. 
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For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Ewex. 
for the county of Essex, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Norfolk. 
for the county of Norfolk, one thousand five hundred dol- 
lars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Bristol. 
for the county of Bristol, one thousand eight hundred dol- 
lars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Plymouth. 
for the county of Plymouth, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Hampden. 
for the county of Hampden, one thousand six hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Berkshire, 
for the county of Berkshire, one thousand two hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Hampshire. 
for the county of Hampshire, one thousand four hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Frankiin. 
for the county of Franklin, one thousand four hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Bamstabic. 
for the county of Barnstable, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Nantucket. 
for the county of Nantucket, six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the register of probate and insolvency Dukes county. 
for the county of Dukes County, six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the assistant-register of probate and ^^^^^^' 
insolvency for the county of Suffolk, one thousand five Suffolk. 
hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the assistant-register of probate and Middlesex. 
insolvency for the county of Middlesex, one thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the assistant-register of probate and Worcester. 
insolvency for the county of Worcester, one thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the assistant-register of probate and Essex. 
insolvency for the county of Essex, one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

For the salary of the assistant-register of probate and Norfolk. 
insolvency for the county of Norfolk, one thousand one 
hundred dollars. 
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Attorney and 
clerk — 
Suffolk. 



AsslBtant attor- 
ney- 
Suffolk. 

Second asiiatant 
attorney- 
Suffolk. 

Attorney— 
Eastern dutrlct. 



Northern 
difltrlct. 



Southern 
district. 



Middle district. 



South-eastern 
district. 



Western 
district. 



North-western 
district. 



DISTRICT-ATTORNEYS. 

For the salary of the district-attorney for the Suffolk 
district, five thousand dollars, and for the salary of his 
clerk, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the assistant district-attorney for the 
Suffolk district, three thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the second assistant district-attorney 
for the Suffolk district, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the district-attorney for the eastern 
district, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the district-attorney for the northern 
district, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the district-attorney for the southern 
district, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the district-attorney for the middle 
district, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the district-attorney for the south- 
eastern district, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the district-attorney for the western 
district, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the district-attorney for the norUi- 
western district, one thousand five hundred dollars. 



Justice— 
Cambrid^ 

Chelsea. 

Chicopee, 

Fitchburg. 

Gloucester. 

Haverhill. 

Holyoke. 

Lawrence. 

Lee. 

Lowell. 



POLICE COURTS. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court of Cam- 
bridge, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court of Chel- 
sea, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Chico- 
pee, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Fitch- 
burg, one thousand three hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in 
Gloucester, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Haver- 
hill, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Hol- 
yoke, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Law- 
rence, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Lee, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Lowell, 
two thousand two hundred dollars. 
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For the salary of the justice of the police court in Lynn, Lynn. 
one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in New- Newbnryport. 
buryport, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in New- Newton. 
ton, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Somer- somerviiie. 
Tille, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Spring- springfieid. 
field, two thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the police court in Will- wmiamstown. 
iamstown, three hundred dollars. • 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in Cam- ciSbridie. 
bridge, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in Chelsea, Cheisea. 
one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in Fitch- Fitchbarg. 
burg, eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in Haver- Haverhm. . 
bill, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in Law- Lawrence. 
rence, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in Lynn, L^rnn. 
one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in Lowell, Loweu. 
one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in New- Newburyport 
buryport, six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in New- Newton. 
ton, nine hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court of Somer- somerriue. 
ville, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the police court in Spring- sprfngfleid. 
field, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

MUNICIPAL COURTS. 

For the salaries of the justices of the municipal court of £*^**° 
the city of Boston, nine thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the municipal court for g^*^^^^ 
the Roxbury district of Boston, two thousand five hundred district^ 
dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the municipal court of J^J^cr**^ 
the Dorchester district in Boston, one thousand six hun- 
dred dollars. 
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Charlestown 
dUtrict. 



Weat Roxbary 
district. 



Brighton 
districu 



South Boston 
district. 



Bast Boston 
district. 



Clerlt— 
Criminal bnsi- 
ness. 



Clerk and assist- 
ant— 
Roxbary 
district. 



Clerlt— 
Dorchester 
district. 

Charlestown 
district. 



West Roxbary 
district. 



Brighton 
district. 



Bouth Boston 
district. 



East Boston 
district. 



For the salary of the justice of the municipal court of 
the Charlestown district in Boston, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the municipal court of 
the West Roxbury district in Boston, one thousand six 
hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the municipal court of 
the Brighton district in Boston, one thousand six hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the municipal court of 
the South Boston district in Boston, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the municipal court of 
the EajBt Boston district in Boston, one thousand six hun- 
dred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the municipal court in 
Boston, for criminal business, two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the municipal court of the 
Eoxbury district in Boston, one thousand five hundred 
dollars ; and for the salary of the assistant of said court, 
eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the municipal court of the 
Dorchester district in Boston, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the municipal court of the 
Charlestown district in Boston, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the municipal court of the 
West Roxbury district in Boston, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the municipal court of the 
Brighton district in Boston, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the municipal court of the 
South Boston district in Boston, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the municipal court of the 
East Boston district in Boston, one thousand dollars. 



Jastlce— 
Central 
Berkshire. 

Northern 
Berkshire. 

Southern 
Berkshire. 

Southern 
' Worcester- 
First district. 



DISTRICT COURTS. 

For the salary of the justice of the district court of 
central Berkshire, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the district court of 
northern Berkshire, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the district court of 
southern Berkshire, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the first district court of 
southern Worcester, one thousand two hundred dollars. 
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For the salary of the justice of the second district court second cuttrict. 
of southern Worcester, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the third district court of Third district. 
southern Worcester, one thousand six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the first district court of ^Sr^ter- 
(astem Worcester, eight hundred dollars. First dittnct. 

For the salary of the justice of the second district court second district. 
ol eastern Worcester, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the central district court central 
of ^Vorcester, three thousand dollars. ^" 

Por the salary of the justice of the first district court of g°j[55^_ 
northern Middlesex, one thousand two hundred dollars. First district. 

For the salary of the justice of the first district court of ^fjJ^JJJj^.. 
southern Middlesex, one thousand six hundred dollars. First dutrict. 

For the salary of the justice of the district court of ^ddSLex 
central Middlesex, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For tie salary of the justice of the first district court of J^i'^^x 
eastern Middlesex, two thousand dollars. 

For tht salary of the justice of the district court of east East Norfolk. 
Norfolk, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the district court of east- Eastern 
em Hampden, one thousand dollars. ampdon. 

For the salary of the justice of the first district court of j!^ji7trict. 
Bristol, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the second district court second district. 
of Bristol, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the third district court of Third district. 
Bristol, one thousand ei^ht hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the first district court of fU^^^^tricf 
Essex, three thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the first district court of p}jJJ52J^ 
Plymouth, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the second district court second district. 
of Plymouth, one thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the third district court of TWrd district, 
Plymouth, one thousand four hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the justice of the fourth district court Fourth district. 
of Plymouth, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the district court of central cen'nd 
Berkshire, eight hundred dollars. Berkshire. 

For the salary of the clerk of the district court of north- ^^'^h™ 
em Berkshire, eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the district court of south- |^J^JJ^ 
era Berkshire, six hundred dollars. 
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wSJ^tor. -^^^ *^® salary of the clerk of the district court of central 

Worcester, two thousand five hundred dollars ; and for the 
salary of the assistant clerk of said court, one thousand 
dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the second district court of 
eastern Worcester, six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the district court of east 
Norfolk, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the first district court of 
northern Middlesex, six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the first district court of 
southern Middlesex, eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the first district court of 
eastern Middlesex, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary pf the clerk of the first district court of 
Bristol, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the second district court 
of Bristol, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the third district court of 
Bristol, one thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the first district court of 
Plymouth, six hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the second district court of 
Plymouth, eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the third district court of 
Plymouth, eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the fourth district court of 
Plymouth, seven hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the first district court of 
Essex, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved January 30, 1877. 

Chap* 2. An Act making appropriations for the compensation and 

TRAVEL OF THE MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND FOB THE 
compensation OF THE PREACHER OF THE ELECTION SERMON, THE 
CHAPLAINS, ASSISTANT CLERKS, DOORKEEPERS, MESSENGERS AND 
PAGES OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND FOB 
OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, Ac», as follows : 

AppropriauonB. SECTION 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are appro- 
priated to be paid out of the treasury of the^ Common- 
wealth, for the purposes specified, to wit : — 

conSpSnjiiition ^^^ ^^® Compensation of senators, a sum not exceeding 
twantj-aix thousand six hundred and fifty dollars. 



Eastern 
Worcester. 



East Norfolk. 



Northern 
MiddleM>z. 



Bouthem 
Middlesex. 



Eastern 
Middlesex. 



Bristol- 
First district. 



Second district. 



Third district. 



Pljrraoulh— 
First district. 



Second district 
Third district. 
Fonrth district. 



Essex- 
First district. 
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For the mileage of senators, a sum not exceeding fifty Mileage, 
dollars. 

For the compensation of representatives, a sum not ^pj;^®°^ 
exceeding one hundred fifty-seven thousand six hundred coo^sauon. 
and fifty dollars. 

For the mileage of representatives, a sum not exceeding MUeage. 
two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the compensation of the preacher of the election Preacher of 

,*-,,,,, *^ election aermoD. 

sermon, one hundred dollars. 

For the compensation of the chaplains of the senate and chapiaina. 
house of representatives, eight hundred dollars. 

For the compensation of the assistant clerks of the Asaiatantcierka. 
senate and house of representatives, one thousand eight 
hundred dollars. 

For the compensation of the doorkeepers, messengers niwrkeepem 
and pages of the senate and house of representatives, a ^ ™«"«°8«'"' 
sum not Exceeding seventeen thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For expenses of summoning witnesses before commit- witneMea be- 
tees, and for fees of such witnesses, a sum not exceeding ^'^^^ ^^^' 
five hundred dollars. 

For the authorized expenses of committees of the present ^"[J^^iJ^j' 
legislature, to include clerical assistance to committees 
authorized to employ the same, a sum .not exceeding five 
thousand dollars. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved January 80, 1877. 

As Acne IN ADDmON TO "AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE Qkap. 3. 
MAINTENANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT DURING THE PRESENT YEAR." 

Be it enacted, Ac.^ as foUows : 

Section 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are appro- Appropriationt. 
priated to be paid out of the treasury of the Common- 
wealth, from the ordinary revenue, unless otherwise 
ordered, for the purposes specified, to meet the current 
expenses of the year ending on the thirty-first day of 
December, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
seven, to wit : — 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

For the salaries of the clerks of the senate and house of cicriu. 
representatives, three thousand dollars each. 

For the salary of the sergeant-at-arms, two thousand ^^JJ^*^^ 
five hundred dollars. """' 
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Engineer and 
watchmen. 



For the compensation of an engineer, and such watch- 
men and firemen as may be employed in the state house, a 
sum not exceeding nine thousand dollars. 



Lleatenant- 
governor and 
council. 



Governor's 
•ecretory. 

Meeaengers. 



Secretary. 



First clerk. 



Second clerk. 



Messenger. 



Additional cler- 
ical assistance. 



Treasurer. 
First clerk. 
Cashier. 



First assistant 
clerk. 

Additional cler. 
leal assistance. 



Deputv t 
commissi 



commmsioner. 



EXECUTIVE DEPABTMENT. 

For the compensation of the lieutenant-governor, two 
thousand five hundred dollars, and for the executive 
council, a sum not exceeding nine thousand six hundred 
dollars. For the travelling expenses of said council, a 
sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the private secretary of the governor, 
two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the messenger of the governor and 
council, one thousand dollars, and for the salary of the 
assistant messenger, eight hundred dollars. 

secretary's department. 

For the salary of the secretary of the Commonwealth, 
three thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the first clerk in the secretary's depart- 
ment, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the second clerk in the secretary's 
department, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the messenger in the secretary's de- 
partment, one thousand dollars. 

For such additional clerical assistance as the secretary- 
may .find necessary, a sum not exceeding twelve thousand 
dollars. 

treasurer's department. 

For the salary of the treasurer and receiver-general, 
five thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the first clerk in the treasurer's depart- 
ment, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the cashier in the treasurer's depart- 
ment, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the assistant clerk in the treasurer's 
department, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For such additional clerical assistance as the treasurer 
may find necessary, a sum not exceeding three thousand 
dollars. 

tax commissioner's bureau. 

For the salary of the deputy tax commissioner and com- 
missioner of corporations, three thousand dollars. 
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For the salary of the first clerk of the tax commissioner , nmcierk. 
one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the second clerk of the tax commis- second cierk. 
sioner, one thousand three hundred dollars. 

For such additional clerical assistance as the tax com- Additional oier. 
missioner and commissioner of corporations may find '^-^^^' 
necessary, a sum not exceeding thirteen thousand five 
hundred dollars. # 

AUDrrOR'S DEPARTMENT. 

For the salary of the auditor of accounts, three thou- Auditor of 
sand dollars. account*. 

For the salary of the first clerk in the auditor's depart- Fimtcierk. 
ment, two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the second clerk in the auditor's seoondcierk. 
department, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For such additional clerical assistance as the auditor Addiuonai cier. 
may find necessary, a sum not exceeding three thousand *^ »~*"^««- 
four hundred dollars. 

ATTORNEr-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. 

For the salary of the attorney-general, five thousand -^"^J^y- 
dollars. *^* 

For the salary of the- assistant attorney-general, two AMistant. 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

COMiaSSIONERS, AND OTHERS. 

For the salaries of the commissioners of savings banks, oommissionen 
six thousand six hundred dollars. banks!°^ 

For the salary of the insurance commissioner, four inraranoe 

thousand dollars. comaU«ioner. 

For the salary of the deputy insurance commissioner, Deputy insor. 
two thousand five hundred dollars. . Ito^e??"*"^ 

For the salary of the first clerk of the insurance com- Fimtcierk. 
missioner, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the second clerk of the insurance com- second oierk. 
missioner, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of one extra clerk of the insurance com- Extra cierk. 
missioner, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For such additional clerical assistance as the insurance Addiuonai cicr. 
commissioner may find necessary, a sum not exceeding *«»**«»*»*»°®«- 
twelve thousand dollars, payable from fees received for 
the valuation of life policies. 
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Inspector of 
gaft-metera. 

Becretarv of 
board of health. 

Secretary of 
commlMionera 
of prisoDB. 

Railroad 
oommlMlonerg. 

Olerka. 



Asaayer and 
Inspector of 
liquors. 

Bureau of statls. 
tics of labor. 

First clerk. 



Clerical ser- 
▼ioea. 



For the salary and office expenses of the inspector of 
gas-meters, three thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the secretary of the state board of 
health, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the secretary of the commissioners of 
prisons, two thousand dollars. 

For the salaries of the railroad commissioners, twelve 
thousand dollars. ^ 

For the salaries of the clerks of the railroad commis- 
sioners, five thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the assay er and inspector of liquors, 
two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the chief of the bureau of statistics of 
labor, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the first clerk in the bureau of statistics 
of labor, one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the compensation of other clerical services and for 
expenses of the bureau of statistics of labor, a sum not 
exceeding five thousand dollars. 



Secretary. 



Clerk. 



Clerical ser- 
vices. 



AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. 

For the salary of the secretary of the board of agri- 
culture, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the clerk of the secretary of the board 
of agriculture, one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation of other clerical services in the office 
of the secretary of said board, and for lectures before the 
board, four hundred dollars. 



CHARITABLE DEPARTMENT. 

Secretary. For the Salary of the secretary of the board of state 

charities, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For such clerical assistance as the secretary of the board 

of state charities may find necessary, a sum not exceeding 

four thousand seven hundred dollars. 
General agent. For the Salary of the general agent of the board of state 

charities, three thousand dollars. 
For such clerical and other assistance as the general 

agent of the board of state charities may find necessary, a 

sum not exceeding eight thousand dollars, 
viaitfaig agwiL For the salary of the visiting agent of the board of 

state charities, two thousand five hundred dollars. 
o^IrSLlliunce. ^^^ ®^^^ clerical and other assistance as the visiting 



Clerical 
anee. 



Clerical and 
other assistance, 
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• 

agent of the board of state charities may find necessary, a 
sum not exceeding eight thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the agent of the sick state poor, a sum Agent of sick 
Bot exceeding seven dollars and a half per day, for each * '^'' 
day of actual service. 

For such clerical and other assistance as the agent of the oiericai and 
sick state poor may find necessary, a sum not exceeding. <»^®'"^^<^- 
four thousand five hundred dollars. 

EDUCATIONAL DBPABTMENT. 

For the salary and expenses of the secretary of the Board of edu. 
board of education, two thousand nine hundred dollars, s^^u^. 

For the salary of the assistant librarian and clerk of the cierkandaMist. 
board of education, two thousand dollars. "** "^'•^■ 

For such additional clerical assistance in the state Addiuonai oier. 
library as may be found necessary, a sum not exceeding *^ •••*»*»o«>- 
two thousand and sixteen dollars. 

MILITABT DEPABTMENT. 

For the salary of the adjutant-general, two thousand five A^iuunt- 
hundred dollars. ««°*^ 

For the salary of the first clerk of the adjutant-general, Fintcierk. 
two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the second clerk of the adjutant-gen- second oierk. 
^ral, one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

For such additional clerical assistance as the adjutant- Additional cier. 
general may find necessary, a sum not exceeding seven '«'--^- 
thousand five hundred and eighty dollars. 

For the salary of the surgeon-general, two thousand five surgeon. 
hundred dollars. general. 

For the salary of the first clerk of the surgeon-general, Fintderk. 
two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the second clerk of the surgeon-gen- second cierk. 
eral, one thousand three hundred dollars. 

For the salary of the messenger of the surgeon-general, Meesenger. 
one thouaand dollars. 

For the compensation of the employes at the state Empioir^aatthe 
arsenal, a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars. ^^ 

For such clerical assistance as the adjutant-general may clerical aaaisu 
find necessary in preparing for publication "a list of Mas- "*^' 
aachusetts officers, sailors and marines, who served in the 
navy in the late war," a sum not exceeding two thousand 
six hundred dollars. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

The unexpended balance, amounting to one thousand 
five hundred fifty dollars and eighty cents, of the ap- 
propriation made in chapter seventy-one of the resolves 
of the y^ar eighteen hundred and seventy-five, for expenses 
incurred under the direction of the governor and council, 
in connection with the centennial exhibition at Philadel- 
phia, is hereby reappropriated for the purposes set forth 
in said resolve. 

For the transportation of state paupers, to be expended 
by the general agent of the board of state charities, a sum 
not exceeding ten thousand dollars ; and if at any time it 
shall be found necessary, a sum not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars may be advanced on account of said transpor- 
tation : provided^ a detailed report of such expenditure 
shall be rendered to the auditor of accounts whenever 
required. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved January 80, 1877. 

Chap. 4. An Act to dissolve the corporation of the trustees of the 

MUSEUM OF comparative ZOOLOGY. 

Be it enactedy <£c., 05 follows: 

The corporation of the Trustees of the Museum of Com- 
parative Zo5logy, created by chapter two hundred and 
eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty- 
nine is hereby dissolved, subject to the provisions of sec- 
tions thirty-six and thirty-seven of chapter sixty-eight of 
the General Statutes. Approved January 30, 1877. 

5^ An Act to amend section eleven of chapter one hundred and 
sixty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
forty-six, relating to supplying the city of boston with 
pure water. 

Be U enactedy <£c., as follows : 

Section 1. Section eleven of chapter one hundred and 
sixty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
forty-six is hereby amended by striking out (he words 
** mayor, treasurer and auditor of the city, or the major 
part of them for the time being," and inserting instead 
thereof the words, "board of commissioners on the sinking 
funds for the payment or redemption of the city debt as 
constituted by ordinance of said city." 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 6, 1877. 
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An Act TO extend the time for organizing certain rah-koad QJiaj), 6. 

CORPORATIONS UNDER CHAPTER NINETY-NINE OF THE ACTS OF THE -^' 

TEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., <is follows : 

Secttion 1. The time within which any railroad cor- Time for 
poration may be organized under chapter ninety-nine of e22?d?d^^° 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, is 
hereby extended to the thirty-first day of December in 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 8, 1877. 

• ■ 

An Act to amend chapter one hundred and thirty of the acts Chav* 7 

OF THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX, ENTITLED -^^ 

** AN ACT TO SUPPLY THE TOWN OF HINGHAM WITH PURE WATER." 

Bt it enacted^ &c,j as follows : 

Section two of chapter one hundred and thirty of the Amendment to 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, is hereby ^*^*' ^^' ^ ^* 
amended by striking out the word "Scituate" and sub- 
stituting therefor the words ^ South Scituate.^ 

Approved February 12, 1877. 
An Act to incorporate the veteran association of the inde- r/h^^ q 

PENDENT CORPS OF CADETS. l^fiop. O. 

Be it enactedy &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. Christopher C. Holmes, Charles R. Cod- corporators. 
man, John Jeffries, Charles Amory, Oliver W. Peabody, 
Jerre Abbott, William J. Dale, George P. Sanger, J. 
Harris Reed, Martin Brimmer, Samuel H. Russell, Francis 
Brooks, Charles F. Shimmin, Samuel Hammond, Henry 
L. Pierce, Joseph M. Churchill, Henry W. Williams, 
William S. Appleton, Arthur J. C. Sowdon, Otis E. 
Weld, Curtis B. Raymond, William C. Codman, Adin B. 
Underwood, John D. Parker, Jr., George P. Denny, 
Edward F. Daland, Lewis W. Tappan, Alpheus H. Hardy, 
Edward B. Richardson, Gershom C. Winsor, William S. 
Bond, George H. Quincy, George P. King, Charles E. 
Fuller, Edward F. Thayer, William B. Bird, William 
Putnam Kuhn, Horace Binney Sargent, Jr., Samuel C. 
Oliver, Basket Derby, Charles E. Inches, Joseph A. 
lasigi, being past members of the organization now called 
the first corps of cadets, Massachusetts volunteer militia, 
and commissioned officers of the forty-fifth regiment Mas- 
sachusetts volunteer infantry, and such other persons as 

53 
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are or may hereafter become associated with them, are 
hereby constituted a body corporate by the name of the 
Veteran Association of the Independent Corps of Cadets, 
having the privileges and subject to the duties and liabil- 
ities set forth in all general laws which now are or here- 
after may be in force relating to corporations. 

Section 2. The objects of this corporation shall be to 
preserve the traditions and customs of the above named 
corps ; to promote its welfare, and to continue and foster 
its friendships and associations. 

Section 3. The said corporation shall have power to 
adopt a constitution and by-laws^rules and regulations for 
the admission of members and their government, the elec- 
tion of officers and prescribing their duties, the suspend- 
ing and expelling of members, and for the safe keeping of 
its property and funds, and from time to time to alter or 
repeal such constitution, by-laws, rules and regulations. 

Section 4. The said corporation shall have power to 
hold property, real and personal, to an amount not exceed- 
ing twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Section 5. Section one hundred and forty-nine of 
chapter three hundred and twenty of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four is hereby amended by 
inserting after the word *' Newburyport " the words ^'the 
veteran association of the independent corps of cadets of 
Boston." 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 13, 1877. 

Chap. 9. An Act to authorize the old colony railroad company to 

FURCnASB the RAILROAD OF THE SOUTH SHORE RAILROAD COM- 
PANY. 

Be ii enacted^ <fec., cls follows : 

Section 1. The Old Colony Railroad Company is 
authorized to purchase the rights, franchises and property 
of the South Shore Railroad Company ; and the said South 
Shore Railroad Company is authorized to convey and 
assign to the said Old Colony Railroad Company its rail- 
road, franchises and property, and all the rights, ease- 
ments, privileges and powers granted to it ; and the said 
Old Colony Railroad Company shall, upon such convey- 
ance being made to it, have and enjoy all the rights, 
powers, privileges, easements, franchises and property of 
said South Shore Railroad Company, and bo subject to all 
the duties, liabilities, obligations and restrictions to which 
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said last named corporation may be subject : provided^ Proviw. 
however y that such purchase or sale shall not be valid, 
unless agreed to by the directors of the first named corpo- 
ration , and approved by three-fourths of the votes at a 
meeting of the stockholders of said last named corporation 
called for that purpose and by the board of railroad com- 
missioners. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 13, 1877. 

An Acr to authorize the Hamilton manufacturing company of QJiap. 10. 

LOWELL to increase ITS CAPITAL STOCK. f 

Be U enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Hamilton Manufacturing Company in Additional 
the city of Lowell is hereby authorized to increase its ^p*'^**^'^^- 
capital stock to a sum not exceeding fifteen hundred thou- 
sand dollars, and to invest such portions thereof in real 
and personal estate as may be necessary and convenient 
for carrying on its business. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 13, 1877. 

An Act to amend an act to authorize the city op boston to Chap. 11. 

CONSTRUCT A SEWER IN THE MYSTIC VALLEY. -^ 

Be U enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred and Amendment to 
two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
five is hereby amended by striking out the words " and on 
the easterly side of the ponds and streams which discharge 
into said Mystic Pond.'* Section seven of said act is 
amended by striking out the words '* to the northward and 
eastward of said system of sewers of the city of Boston, 
and." 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 16, 1877. 

An Act in addition to an act to incorporate the proprietors Chap. X2. 

OF the catholic cemetery in DORCHESTER. 

Be it enacledf Jtc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The corporation known by the name of the Name changed 
Catholic Cemetery Association in Dorchester, shall be Sifcemetc?y*'' 
hereafter known by the name of the Boston Catholic -^^^^^^^^^'o"- 
Cemetery Association. 

Section 2. Said corporation may hold real and per- Real and 
sonal estate, for the purposes for which it was established, p^"^"** ^**^*- 
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to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars, in addition 
to the amount that said corporation is now authorized by 
law to hold. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 16, 1877. 

Chap. 13. An Act in addition to an act to incorporate the hassachu- 

SETTS historical SOCIETY. 

Be U enacted, <£c., as follows : 

Section 1. The Massachusetts Historical Society is 
hereby authorized to hold real and personal estate, in 
addition to its library, to an amount of three hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 16, 1877. 



Additional real 
and personal 



Chap. 14. 



May confer 
degrees and 
diplomas. 



Proviso. 



An Act in relation to wellesley college. 
Be it enacted, &€,, as follows : 

The corporation of Wellesley College is hereby author- 
ized to grant such honorary testimonials, and confer such 
honors, degrees and diplomas as are granted or conferred 
by any university, college or seminary of learning in this 
Commonwealth ; and the diplomas so granted shall entitle 
the possessors to the immunities and privileges allowed by 
usage or statute to the possessors of like diplomas from 
any university, college or seminary of learning in this 
Commonwealth : provided^ nevei*theles8y that no such hon- 
ors, degrees or diplomas shall be conferred except by the 
vote of a majority of the trustees of said corporation. 

Approved February 16, 1877. 

Chap, 15. An Act to incorporate the boston produce exchange. 
Be it enacted, &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. Freeman J. Doe, Salmon P. Hibbard, 
Morris B. Boynton, David Ellis, Reuben P. Benton, their 
associates and successors, are hereby made a corporation 
by the name of the Boston Produce Exchange, for the 
purpose of promoting and increasing the facilities for trade 
in produce in the city of Boston and its vicinity ; with all 
the powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties 
and liabilities set forth in all general laws which now are 
or hereafter may be in force concerning such corporations : 
provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to authorize said corporation to traffic in goods, 
wares or merchandise of any description. 
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Section 2. Said corporation may hold real and per- ^*^ ^^^ 
sonal estate to an amount not exceeding one hundred thou- ^*"° ^ 
sand dollars to be devoted exclusively to the purposes of 
said corporation. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 16, 1877. 

An Act to regulate the fisheries in lake quannapowitt, and Qfian, 16 

IN SAUQUS BIVEB AND ITS TRIBUTARIES. ^' 

Be it enacted^ Sc,, as follows : 

Section 1. No person shall fish with a net or seine in Fisheries 
Lake Quannapowitt, or in Saugus River or its tributary '■**"^**^' 
streams in the counties of Middlesex and Essex, other than 
the one running from Flax Pond in the city of Lynn, nor 
in any manner take or catch any shad, salmon or ulewives 
in said waters until the first day of January in the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-two, under the penalty of 
fifty cents for each alewife, one dollar for each shad, and 
ten dollars for each salmon so taken : provided^ that the Proviso. 
several fish committees of the towns of Wakefield and 
Saugus, or such person or persons as may be authorized 
by them, may take such fish as may be required to re-stock 
said river and its tributaries. 

Section 2. The several fish committees of the towns Pish committees 
of Wakefield and Saugus, or any member or members of dmro ™wefr^* 
said committees, may remove any and all nets, seines, ®*^ 
weirs or other fishing apparatus, used in violation of the 
provisions of this act. 

Section 3. Any person who shall place or cause to be p^naiuet. 
placed in the waters of Lake Quannapowitt, or of the 
Saugus River or any of its tributaries, not herein exempted, 
or who shall cause to flow into said waters any substance 
whereby the fish therein may be destroyed or injured, or 
their passage hindered or obstructed, shall be punished by 
a fine not exceeding fifty dollars for each offence. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 16, 1877. 

Ah Act to authorize the appointment op a second assistant QJian 17 

CLERK of the SUPERIOR COURT FOR CIVIL BUSINESS IN THE COUNTY ^' 

OF SUFFOLK. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The justices of the superior court, or a second aMfstant 
majority of them, may appoint a second assistant clerk ^f «*«'*^-"**"'t^- 
said court for civil business in the county of Suffolk, who 
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shall hold his office at their pleasure and who shall receive 
in full for all services performed by him an annual salary 
of fifteen hundred dollars, to be paid quarterly by the 
county of Suflfblk. 

Section 2. Said second assistant clerk may, under the 
direction of the justices aforesaid, perform all duties which 
may be performeid by the clerk, and shall pay over to the 
clerk all fees and sums received by him as said assistant. 
He shall give bond to the treasurer of said county in the 
sum of one thousand dollars, with sureties to the satisfac- 
tion of the justices aforesaid, conditioned for the faithful 
performance of his duties. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 16, 1877. 

18. An Act to amend chapter one hundred and sixty-seven op 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 

CONCEliNINQ ATTACHMENTS. 

Be it enacted, <fec., as follows : 

Section 1. The special precepts mentioned in chapter 
one hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-six may be issued by any of the courts 
named in section one of said chapter, or by any justice 
thereof, at any time, either in term time or vacation. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 16, 1877. 



Chap. 19, 
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An Act to change the name of the amesbury savings bamk< 
Be it enacted, Jtc,, as follows : 

Section 1. The Amesbury Savings Bank shall 
called and known as the Merrimac Savings Bank. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage 

Ajyproved February 21, 1877. 



be 



Chap, 20. An Act to authorize the potomska mills corporation to 

INCREASE ITS CAPITAL STOCK AND TO ISSUE SPECIAL STOCK. 

Be it enacted &c., as follows : 

Section 1. The Potomska Mills Corporation is hereby 
authorized to increase its capital stock by adding thereto 
a sum not exceeding nine hundred thousand dollars, and 
to invest such portion thereof in real and pei*sonal estate 
as may be necessary and convenient for the purposes for 
which it has been incorporated : provided^ that no shares 
in the capital stock hereby authorized shall be issued for a 
less sum to be actually paid in on each, than the par value 
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of the shares in the original capital stock of said corpo- 
ration. 

Section 2. Said corporation, by vote of three-fourths ^J^jj3*H®. 
in value of the stockholders present and voting at any 'p®*^* 
meeting duly called for the purpose, within one year from 
the passage of this act, may issue special stock to such an 
amount and upon such terms and conditions, except as 
hereinafter specified, as may be determined by said vote : 
provided, that the whole capital stock of said corporation Provisoi. 
including said special stock shall not exceed fifteen hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Said special stock shall be entitled 
to a preference over the general stock in the payment of 
dividends from the earnings of said corporation ; provided, 
that no dividend to said preferred stock shall exceed six 
per cent, annually upon the par value thereof. Said stock 
shall be convertible into general stock, at the option of 
the holder, upon notice to the treasurer. 

Section 3. This act shall take eflfect upon its passage. 

Approved February 21, 1877. 

Ah Act to amend an act to incorporate the boston and Chap, 21. 

WORCESTER RAILROAD MUTUAL BENEFn ASSOCIATION. 

Be il enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and seventy of the Amendment to 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five is hereby 
amended so that the association incorporated by said act 
may hold its meetings at any station on the line of the 
Boston and Albany Railroad Company within this state. 

Section 2. This act shall take eflfect upon its passage. 

Approved February 21, 1877. 

An Act in addition to an act to incorporate the proprietors QJiap. 22. 

OF THE CATTLE FAIR HOTEL IN THE TOWN OF BRIGHTON. ^ * 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section I. The corporation known as the Cattle Fair Maybedis- 
Hotel is hereby authorized, from time to time, to discon- rpubiicbo^e. 
tinue the use as a public house of the hotel building owned 
by it, and the use of the outbuildings, pens and other 
structures in its act of incorporation named, for the pur- 
poses therein specified ; and said corporation is further 
authorized to sell and convey or in any manner dispose of Mayseii 
or use the property, both real and personal, held by it, as p~^"^' 
said corporation may from time to time determine. 

Section 2. This act shall take eflfect upon its passage. 

Approved February 21, 1877. 
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An. Act to establish the board of overseers of the poor in 

the city of chelsea. 
Be it enacted^ &c,^ as follows : 

Section 1. In the month of December in the present 
year, the city council of the city of Chelsea, by concurrent 
vote, shall elect three persons to serve as members of the 
board of overseers of the poor, for one, two and three 
years, respectively, and annually thereafter in the month 
of December, said city council shall elect in the same 
manner one person to serve as a member of said board for 
three years ; and the persons so elected shall begin their 
respective terms of service on the first Monday of January 
next after their election. 

Section 2. The said city council may at any time, for 
cause, remove any member of said board and shall fill any 
vacancy therein by election in the manner hereinbefore 
provided, as soon as may be after the occurrence of such 
vacancy; and the person elected to fill a vacancy. shall 
serve during the remainder of the term for which his pred- 
ecessor was elected. 

Section 3. On the first Monday of January in each 
year, said board shall meet and organize by the choice of a 
chairman from their own number, and a clerk not of their 
own number, and such other subordinate officers not of 
their own number as they shall deem expedient, and shall 
define the duties, and fix the salaries to be paid out of the 
city treasury, of the clerk and other subordinate officers ; 
but no member of said board shall receive any compensa- 
tion whatever. 

Section 4. So much of section five of chapter eighteen 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, 
entitled '^An Act to establish the city of Chelsea," as 
relates to* overseers of the poor, and all acts and parts of 
acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its accept- 
ance by the city council of the city of Chelsea, by concur- 
rent vote : provided^ the same shall be accepted within six 
months from the date of its passage. 

Approved February 21, 1877. 

Chap. 24. ^ -^CT TO amend an act in relation to text-books in the 

PUBUC SCHOOLS. 

Be it enacted, ^c,, as follows : 
wCSr^t^ Section 1. Chapter forty-seven of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six is hereby amended, in 
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the third section by adding thereto the words, "on giving 
up a copy of the superseded book in condition fit to be 
used." 
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 21, 1877. 

An Act to confirm certain acts of the town of methuen. Qhap. 25. 
Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The action of the town of Methuen, at a Action of the 
meeting thereof held on the third day of July and by t«^°«>'»fi^«^ 
adjournment on the seventeenth day of July in the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, in voting to appropriate 
the sum of one thousand dollars for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expense of the celebration of the one hundred and 
fiftieth anniversary of its incorporation as a town, and the 
one hundredth anniversary of the national existence on the 
seventh day of September in the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-six, is hereby authorized, ratified and made 
valid ; and the said town is hereby authorized to raise the 
said sum by taxation for the purpose aforesaid. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 21, 1877. 
An Act to preserve the eel fisheries in musquashuit creek Qhnn 26 

AND ITS TRIBUTARIES IN THE TOWNS OF SCITUATE AND COHASSET. -^' 

Be it enacted, &c., as follows : 

Section 1. Whoever takes, catches or destroys any Eei fisheries 
eels iu Musquashuit Creek or its tributaries, in the towns '®8"^*^- 
of Scituate and Cohasset, in the counties of Plymouth and 
Norfolk, in any other manner than by spear, or hook and 
line, shall forfeit for every eel so taken, not less than one 
dollar nor more than five dollars, one-half of said fine to 
be paid to the complainant. 

Section. 2. Whoever wilfully places any obstruction, penalty for 
or otherwise interferes with the free passage of eels in pSSJI]J^f*eS8f 
said creek or tributaries, shall forfeit a sum not less than 
fifty nor more than one hundred dollars for each offence. 

Section 3. All fines or penalties for violating this act. Recovery of 
with costs, may be recovered in any court competent to *°®*' 
try the same. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 21, 1877. 
M 
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Chap. 27. An Act to fix the salary of the second clerk in the depart- 
ment OF the secretary of the commonwealth. 

Be it enacted^ <fec., cis follows : 
s^«^<»tab. Section 1. From and after the first day of January in 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, the second 
clerk in the department of the secretary of the Common- 
wealth shall receive a salary of seventeen hundred dollars 
per annum. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 27, 1877. 

Chap. 28. ^^ ^^^ ^^ relation to the surrender of securities deposited 

•^* ' with the treasurer by insurance COBiPANIES. 

Be it enacted ^ dfcc, as follows : 
secnrities may SECTION 1. Securities deposited with the treasurer of 

oe aurrenderea .%_ ^^ wii • 

when company the Commonwearth by any msurance company under the 
bSJin^iothe^ provisions of the sixth section of chapter one hundred and 
Commonwealth, forty-oue of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-three, may be surrendered to the company so 
depositing the same, whenever satisfactory proof shall have 
been furnished to the insurance commissiooer that said 
company has ceased to do business in this Commonwealth, 
and that all its liabilities to the Commonwealth and to 
holders of policies effected in this Commonwealth have 
been cancelled and discharged. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 27, 1877. 

Ohav 29 ^^ "^^ ^^ PROVIDE for the revocation of licenses of insur- 

■^' * ANCE BROKERS FOR CERTAIN CAUSES. 

Be it enacted, <fec., as follows : 

b?okSSMlcen«ea SECTION 1. Whenever it shall appear to the insurance 

may be revoked Commissioner of this Commonwealth that any insurance 

top5vove7 broker, holding a license as such broker from said commis- 

KSSl"**"*^' sioner, has collected the premium or any portion thereof 

upon any policy of insurance intrusted to said broker by 

any insurance company organized or incorporated under 

the laws of this Commonwealth, or by any duly authorized 

agent in this Commonwealth of an insurance company of 

another state or foreign country, and has failed or neglected 

to pay over the same to said insurance company or agent 

entitled to the same, within thirty days from the time the 

said premium was collected, it shall then be the duty of 

the iusurance commissioner to revoke the license of such 

broker, and such license shall not be renewed nor any new 
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license granted in place thereof to said party within one 
year from Ihe dale of such revocation. 

Section 2. Before any license shall be revoked, as |^^®JJ*J^*^' 
provided in the first section of this act, the insurance •worn*toby 
commissioner shall require from any aggrieved insurance l^riSv^!"^ 
company or agent as aforesaid, a written statement of 
facts signed and sworn to by any officer of the insurance 
company, or by the authorized agent as aforesaid, showing 
the amount of premium and of whom and by whom 
•collected, for what policy or policies, and the date of such 
payment or payments, and such other evidence as said 
commissioner may desire, to clearly establish the facts in 
the case, and said broker may be heard before said com- 
missioner in his defence, in such manner and at such time 
as said commissioner shall determine. 

Section 3. Insurance companies and agents as aforesaid ^''J^®^^ ^ 
shall, at least five days before furnishing to the insurance 
commissioner the statement required by the second section 
of this act, notify the broker affected by such statement 
by a notice in writing, delivered to him personally or by 
letter post-paid, or delivered at the residence or place of 
business of said broker, giving a substantial copy of the 
statement to be presented to the insurance commissioner, 
and the date it is to be so presented, and they shall furnish 
the proper proof that such notice has been given. 

Section 4. Whenever a broker's license has been Notice of rero. 

i_ 1 i_ •„x ir xi_« J. j.i_ • • • cation of IIcen«e 

revoked by virtue of this act, the insurance commissioner to be published 
shall cause notice of such revocation to be published in ^mmil^oner. 
such manner as he may deem best for the protection of 
the public. ^ Approved February 21, \Wn, 

An Act to amend section twenty-one op * chapter seventeen Chap. 30. 

OF THE general STATUTES, RELATING TO COUNTIT TAXES. "^^ 

Be U enacledy ^c, as follows : 

Section twenty-one of chapter seventeen of the General 2^0°™ toflx***" 
Statutes is hereby amended by adding at the end of the the ume when 
section the words, *^ and shall also fix and prescribe the time thau Sep^. 
for the payment of the same." Approved February 27, 1877. 

An Act relating to the appointment op trustees under wills. Qhap. 31. 
Be ii enacUd^ Jbc., as follows : 

Section 1 . The probate courts shall have exclusive orig- Probate court to 
inal jurisdiction of the appointment of trustees under wills. ori^nau^dT' 

Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent here- ^*in2Sem*of 
with are hereby repealed. Approved February 27, 1877. ^"j2f«««nder 
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Chap. 32. An Act in further addition to an act making appropriations 

FOR the maintenance OF THE GOVERNMENT DURING THE PRESENT 
YEAR. 

Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 
AppropriaUons. SECTION 1. The suHis hereinafter mentioned are appro- 
priated for the purposes specified, to be paid from the 
ordinary revenue, unless otherwise ordered, to meet the 
current expenses of the year ending on the thirty-first day 
of December, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
seven, to wit : — 



Printing and 
binding ordered 
by legitlature. 



Senate station- 
ery. 



Senate blanki 
and circulara. 



House station- 
ery. 



House blanks 
and circulars. 



Stationery, etc, 
ordered by ser- 
geant-at-arms. 



Postage, etc., 
for governor 
and council. 

Contingent 
expenses of 
council. 

Expenses of 

executive 

department. 



LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 

For printing and binding ordered by the senate or house 
of representatives, or by the concurrent order of the two 
branches, a sum not exceeding fifty thousand dollars. 

For stationery for the senate, purchased by the clerk of 
the senate, a sura not exceeding nine hundred dollars. 

For printing blanks and circulars, and the calendar of 
orders of the day, for the use of the senate, a sum not 
exceeding one thousand dollars. 

For stationery for the house of representatives, pur- 
chased by the clerk of the house of representatives, a sum 
not exceeding one thousand two hundred dollars. 

For printing blanks and circulars, and the calendar of 
orders of the day, for the use of the house of represent- 
atives, a sum not exceeding one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For books, stationery, printing and advertising ordered 
by the sergeant-at-arms for the legislature, a sum not 
exceeding one thousand dollars. 

For postage, printing and stationery for the governor 
and council, a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the governor and council, 
a sum not exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For such other expenses of the executive department as 
the governor may find necessary, a sum not exceeding five 
thousand dollars. 



3 house- 
Fuel and lights. 

Furniture and 
repairs. 



STATE HOUSE EXPENSES. 

For fuel and lights for the state house, a sum not exceed- 
ing four thousand dollars. 

For repairs, improvements and furniture of the state 
house, a sum not exceeding four thousand dollars. 
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For contingent expenses of the senate and house of contingeirt^ 
representatives, and necessary expenses in and about the senate and 
state bouse, a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars. r^'?uuv(M.' 

For rent, taxes and other expenses connected with house Expenses of 
number thirty-three Pemberton Square, a sum not exceed- beiton sqmu^. 
ing eleven thousand dollars. ^ 

STATE PRINTING. 

For printing the pamphlet edition of the general acts Printing general 
and resolves of the present year, for distribution in the 
Commonwealth, a sum not exceeding eight thousand 
dollars. 

For printing and binding the ^ blue book " edition of the Printing and 
acts and resolves of the present year, with the governor's book."^ "^*°* 
message and other matters, in the usual form, a sum not 
exceeding six thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the newspaper publication of the general laws, and ^JJii'Sa^nof 
all information intended for the public, a sum not exceed- genenSiaws! 
ing five hundred dollars. 

For printing the public series of documents for the Pnbiicdocn. 
present year, under the direction of the secretary of the "^°^* 
Commonwealth, and for binding the copies to be distrib- 
uted to the cities and towns, a sum not exceeding forty 
thousand dollars. 

For term reports, a sum not exceeding five thousand Tenn reporu. 
dollars. 

For the publication and editing of the supplement to the supplement 
Greneral Statutes for the present year, a sum not exceeding sutat^. 
eight hundred dollars; viz., six hundred dollars for the 
publication, and two hundred dollars for the editing of the 
same. 

INCIDENTAL AND CONTINGENT EXPENSES. 

For incidental expenses of the secretary's department, a incidental 
sum not exceeding five thousand dollars ; and for assessors' !5S*re?J^ 
books and registration blanks for the secretary's depart- 
ment, a sum not exceeding two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For incidental expenses of the treasurer's department, a Treasurer, 
sum not exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For expenses of the tax commissioner, a sum not exceed- Tax commii. 
ing three thousand five hundred dollars. '*®°®''' 

For expenses of the auditor's department, the same to Auditor. 
include expenses attending the administration of the law 
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Intarance 
oommisBioner. 



Supreme 
JQdicial court 

Attorney, 
general. 

Civil actions. 



providing state aid for Massachusetts volunteers and their 
families, a sum uot exceeding seven hundred dollars. 

For expenses of the insurance commissioner's depart- 
ment, a sum not exceeding six thousand dollars, one-third 
of which sum may be used in the life department, and shall 
be payable from fees received for valuation of life policies. 

For e^cpenses of the supreme judicial court, a sum not 
exceeding two thousand live hundred dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the attorney- 
general's department, a sum not exceeding two thousand 
dollars ; and for expenses of civil actions, a sum not exceed- 
ing: three hundred dollars. 



A^JnUnt. 
general— 
Incidentala. 



Compensation 
ofmlUUa. 



Transportation. 



Qaartermaster 
—Incidentals. 



Supplies. 



Rent of armo> 
ries, etc. 



Military ac 
counts. 



Books of 
Instruction. 

Surgeon, 
general. 

Medical 
supplies. 



Reimbursement 
for state aid. 



MILITABY. 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the adjutant- 
general's department, a sum not exceeding three thousand 
dollars. 

For the compensation of officers and men of the volun- 
teer militia, for military duty, a sum not exceeding sixty 
thousand dollars. 

For the transportation of officers and men of the volun- 
teer militia, while on military duty, a sum not exceeding 
twelve thousand dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the bureau of 
the quartermaster-general, a sum not exceeding seven thou- 
sand dollars. 

For quartermasters' supplies, a sum not exceeding seven 
thousand dollars. 

For rent of brigade and battalion headquai*ters, and 
company armories, a sum not exceeding twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars. 

For military accounts, in connection with the volunteer 
militia, not otherwise provided for, a sum not exceeding 
five thousand dollars. 

For books of instruction for the use of the volunteer 
militia, a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

For expenses of the bureau of the surgeon-general, a 
sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

For medical, surgical and hospital supplies and con- 
tingent expenses connected therewith, the same being for 
use of the volunteer militia, a sum not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars. 

For the reimbursement of cities and towns for money 
paid on account of state aid to Massachusetts voluuteers 
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and their families, a sum not exceeding four hundred thou- state aid under 
sand dollars, the same to be payable on the first day of ******' *^'' 
December of the present year. 

For the payment of state aid, as authorized in sundry ^^*i?^^°°^*^ 
special acts and resolves, a sum not exceeding three hun- * 
dred dollars. 

For the payment of bounties remaining due to Massa- Bounuesto 
chusetts soldiers, a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. ^^^^' 

For expenses attending elections in the volunteer militia, J^^®^,'^ 
a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars. eiecuont. 

AORICULTURAL. 

For bounties to agricultural societies, a sum not exceed- sonntiesto 
ing eighteen thousand dollars. socieue.. 

For the personal expenses of members of the board of Kxpensee of 
agriculture, a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars. board. . 

For the travelling expenses of the secretary of the board secretary, 
of agriculture, all postage and necessary expenses, a sum 
not exceeding three hundred dollars. 

For printing the repoi-t of the board of agriculture, a printing report, 
sum not exceeding twelve thousand dollars. 

For other incidental expenses of the board of agricult- incidental 
ure, a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars. expenaea. 

The fees received under section two of chapter two hun- Fees for iicensea 
dred and six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and «^er 1874, aoe, 
seventy-four, entitled "An Act concerning commercial fer- 
tilizers," are appropriated, to be used in accordance with 
the provisions of section five of the same act. 

MISCELLANEdUS. 

To the sheriffs of the different counties, for distributing sherifft,for 
proclamations, blanks, and making return of votes, a sum procii^auona. 
not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

For the purchase of books for the state library, two Books for itate 
thousand three hundred dollars, to be expended under ^^^^^'y- 
direction of the trustees and librarian. 

For compensation of experts, or other agents, for rent uaiiroad 
of office and for contingent expenses of the railroad com- ^SuilJJla"*" 
missioners, a sum not exceeding two thousand seven hun- ©^tpenaea. 
dred dollars: 

For compensation of the commissioners on public lands, commimionera 
a sum not exceeding two thousand five hundred dollars; 0° p"^"« **°^«* 
and for contingent expenses of said commissioners, a sum 
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OommlMionen 
on Ushorlea. 



not exceeding seven hundred and fifty dollars ; for filling, 
grading, etc., a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars; 
said sums to be paid from the ^^commissioners on public 
lands funds." The proceeds of sales of public lands are 
hereby appropriated to be applied in accordance with the 
statutes. 

For the compensation and expenses of the commission- 
ers on inland fisheries, a sum not exceeding five thousand 
dollars. 

For travelling and incidental expenses of the commis- 
sioners on savings banks, a sum not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars. 

For expenses of the state board of health, a sum not 
exceeding five thousand dollars. 

For expenses of the commissioner of corporations, a sum 
not exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the compensation and expenses of the harbor com- 
missioners, a sum not exceeding thirteen thousand dollars. 

For the compensation and expenses of the agents for the 
Commonwealth's flats at South Boston, a sum not exceeding 
seven thousand dollars. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 27, 1877. 
Chap. 33. An Act making appropriations for the expenses op the state 

ALMSHOUSE, THE STATE PRIMARY SCHOOL AT MONSON, THE STATS 
prison, THE REFORM SCHOOL AT WESTBOROUGH, THE INDUSTRIAL. 
SCHOOL AT LANCASTER, THE BRIDGE WATER WORKHOUSE, THE STATE 
DETECTIVE FORCE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 
Appropriations. SECTION 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are appro- 
priated, to be paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, 
from the ordinary revenue, unless otherwise ordered, for 
the purpose of meeting the current expenses of the insti- 
tutions hereinafter named, and for other purposes, during 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, to wit : — 



State board of 
health. 

Oommimioner 
ofcorporattoni. 

Harbor com- 
mlBsloners. 



Commonwealth 
flats at South 
Boston. 



State alms- 
house, Tewks- 
bury. 



State primary 
school, MonsoD. 



CHARITABLE. 

For the payment of salaries at the state almshouse at 
Tewksbury, a sum not exceeding nineteen thousand dol- 
lars ; and for other current expenses of said institution, a 
sum not exceeding seventy-three thousand dollars. 

For the payment of salaries at the state primary school 
at Monson, a sum not exceeding twelve thousand dollars ; 
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and for other current expenses of said institution, a sum 
not exceeding thirty-two thousand dollars. 

For expenses of the general agent of the board of state General agent* • 
charities, a sum not exceeding one thousand five hundred ^^p®*"®*' 
dollars. 

For expenses of the secretary of the board of state secretary's 
charities, a sum not exceeding eight hundred dollars. <«pen«o«. 

For expenses of the visiting agent of the board of state visiting agent's 
charities, a sum not exceeding four thousand one hundred ^^p®"**^- 
dollars. 

For expenses of the asent for the sick of the state poor. Agent for sick 

state DOor 

a sum not exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For travelling and other expenses of the board of state Traveuing 
(Parities, a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars. expenses. 

For the support and relief of state lunatic paupers in Lunatic panpers 
state hospitals, a sum not exceeding ninety-five thousand *° ^^^''p*'*'*- 
dollars. 

For the suppoii; of state paupers by cities and towns, a support of state 
sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars. citKJd towns. 

For the burial of state paupers, a sum not exceeding Buriai of state 
seven thousand dollars. paupers. 

For expenses attending the management of cases of o«»«« of settle, 
settlement and bastardy, and in connection with complaints ™^° ^^' 
of, or in behalf of, persons confined as lunatics, a sum not 
exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the reimbursement of cities and towns for expenses Transporuuon 
incurred in the transportation of state paupers to the state ^ * pa«pe". 
almshouse, a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

For the reimbursement of the Massachusetts infant asy- infimt asylum, 
lam for the support of infants having no known settlement 
in the Commonwealth, a sum not exceeding five thousand 
dollars. 

For the support of Indian state paupers, a sum not Indian state 
exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars. 

For the support of pauper convicts, a sum not exceeding Pwperoonvicu. 
five hundred dollars. 

For the annuities due from the Commonwealth incurred anSSiuSf. 
by the acceptance of the bequests of the late Martha 
Johounot, a sum not exceeding one thousand three hun- 
dred dollars. 

For other annuities, a sum not exceeding one thousand Annuities, 
four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For pensions, a sum not exceeding seven hundred and Pen«iona. 
sixteen dollars. 

55 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



434 



1877.— Chapter 33. 



Idiotic and 

feeble-minded 

youth. 



Dangerous 
difleases. 



Expenses of 
visiting agent. 



For the Massachusetts school for idiotic and feeble- 
minded youth, a sum not exceeding seventeen thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For expenses incurred in connection with small-pox and 
other diseases dangerous to the public health, a sum not 
exceeding three thousand dollars. 

For expenses of the visiting agent of the board of state 
charities for the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 
the unexpended balance (amounting to one thousand and 
sixty-nine dollars) of the appropriation for salaries in his 
bureau for said year. 



State detective 
force. 



State prison. 



State reform 
school. 



Industrial 
school. 



State work- 
house. 



Fugitives fh>m 
justice. 

Discharged 
convicts. 



Coroners* 
inquests. 



REFORMATORY AND CORRECTIONAL. 

For the salary of the chief of the state detective force, 
two thousand five hundred dollars ; for the compensation 
of the detectives, a sum not exceeding twenty-six thousand 
four hundred dollars ; for travelling expenses actually paid 
by said detectives, a sum not exceeding eight thousand 
dollars ; and for incidental and contingent expenses, a sum 
not exceeding five thousand five hundred dollars. 

For the payment of salaries at the state prison, a sum 
not exceeding forty-eight thousand dollars ; and for other 
current expenses of said institution, a sum not exceeding 
ninety-five thousand dollars. 

For the payment of salaries at the state reform school 
at Westborough, a sum not exceeding twenty-two thousand 
dollars ; and for other current expenses of said institution, 
a sum not exceeding forty-five thousand dollars. 

For the payment of salaries at the industrial school for 
girls at Lancaster, a sum not exceeding eight thousand 
five hundred dollars ; and for other current expenses of 
said institution, a sum not exceeding seventeen thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

For the payment of salaries at the state workhouse at 
Bridgewater, a sum not exceeding eleven thousand dollars ; 
and for other current expenses of said institution, a sum 
not exceeding thirty-nine thousand dollars. 

For expenses incurred in the arrest of fugitives from 
justice, a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars. 

For the salary of the agent for the relief of discharged 
convicts, one thousand dollars ; and for expenditures by 
said agent, a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars. 

For expenses attending coroners' inquests, a sum not 
exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars. 
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For expenses of the board of prison commissioners, a j^^J„^^ 
sam not exceeding five hundred dollars. " °"*"' 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved February 27, 1877. 
An Act to amend chapter one hundred seventy-six of the Qfiap, 34. 

ACTS of the tear EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FOUR, RBLA- "^^ 

TTVE to the CHARTER OF THE JAMAICA POND AQUEDUCT CORPO- 
RATION. 

Be it enadedf Ac, as follows : 

The second section of chapter one hundred and seventy- Amendment to 
six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- ^^^^'^^•»5 2. 
four is hereby amended by inserting after the words 
"bathes or," and before the words "fishes therein," the 
words, ^ between the first day of December in any year 
and the first day of April in the following year." 

Approved March 1, 1877. 

An Act to provide for taking the certificate required in Qfiar), 35. 
limited partnerships when partners reside outside the ■^' 
commonwealth. 
Be it enacted^ &€., as follows : 

Section 1. When one or more partners of a limited {(^'jf^^^'*^ 
partnership reside in any other state or country, the cer- sWpaw^JSip^ 
tificate required by chapter three hundred and twenty S? the^ute.**"' 
section one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-three may be acknowledged before any United 
States consul, notary public or any magistrate in such 
other state or country authorized to take^ acknowledg- 
ment of deeds for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 1, 1877. 

An Act to amend an act relating to dividends of joint stock m^-? 36 

FIRB and marine INSURANCE COMPANIES, AND TO DEFINE THE i^« OO. 

WORDS ** JOINT STOCK," AND CONFIRM THE ACTS OF CERTAIN INSUR- 
ANCE COMPANIES. 

Be it enacted, <l?c., as follows : 

Section 1. The first section of chapter two hundred Amendment to 
and twenty -two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred ^^^*' ^^ ^ ^' 
and seventy-four is hereby amended so that the words 
"joint stock fire and marine insurance companies organized 
under the laws of this Commonwealth " shall be construed 
to include all fire, marine, and fire and marine insurance 
companies in this Commonwealth, having a paid up cash 
capital stock in conformity to law whether acting by 
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Doings legalized 
and confirmed. 



authority of a speciOc charter or organized under the 
general laws of this Commonwealth, but not to include 
mutual insurance companies having a guarantee capital ; 
and the words "joint stock" as applied to insurance com- 
panies in the various statutes of this Commonwealth shall 
be construed as heretofore provided in this act. 

Section 2. All acts of insurance companies of this 
Commonwealth, whereby they have in good faith and with 
the approval of the insurance commissioner, acting under 
the supposed authority conferred by chapter two hundred 
and twenty-two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four, declared and paid dividends or increased 
their capital stock, they having otherwise conformed to 
the laws, are hereby legalized and confirmed. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

Chap. 37. An Act to provide for the redemption of lands sold for non- 
payment OF CERTAIN ASSESSMENTS. 
Be it enacted, cfcc, as follows : 

Section 1. When any real estate is sold for non-pay- 
ment of an assessment thereon of a portion of the cost of 
any public improvement, it may be redeemed in the same 
manner by the same persons and on the same terms as if 
it had been sold for non-payment of taxes. 

Section 2. This act shall apply to all sales hereafter 
made under existing assessments. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

Chap. 38. An Act relating to the term of office of enginemen and 
other members of fire departments. 
Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section I. Any city or town which has established, 
or may hereafter establish, a fire department under the 
provisions of chapter twenty-four of the General Statutes, 
or acts in addition thereto or amendment thereof, may by 
vote of the city council in such city, or of the inhabitants 
of such town, at a meeting called for the purpose, appoint 
the term of office for the engineers, enginemen and other 
members of the fire department, to begin at any future 
day, and to end in one year from the day so appointed, 
and so on from year to year. 

Section 2. Whenever a year is thus appointed other 
than the year beginning on the first day of May, which is 
prescribed in said chapter twenty-four, all dates or other 
provisions of said chapter that have reference to the month 



Redemption of 
lauda sold for 
non-payment 
of assesflmcuts. 



Sale* made 
under existing 
assessments. 



Term of offloe 
of engineers, 
etc., of Are 
dcpartroenta. 



Amendment to 
Gen. Stat. 24. 
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of May, shall be so far altered as to have like reference to 
the first month of the year thus appointed. 

Secttion 3. For the purpose of changing, in accord- current t*rm8 
ance with a vote passed as provided in section one, the 2brid^™7^ 
systeoi existing at any time, any city or town, may, by p«>^'^«<5^^- 
another vote which may be passed at the same time, abridge 
or protract the current term of office of the engineers, 
enginemen and other members of the fire department: 
provided 9 that no term shall be made shorter than six 
months nor longer than eighteen months ; and provided^ 
farihery that the incumbents of such offices shall in all 
cases hold office until others are appointed in their stead. 

Section 4* This act shall take eflfect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

An Act making appropriations for the education of the blind, QJiap, 39. 

AND OF deaf-mutes, AND FOR OTUER EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. '^* 

Be it enacied, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The sums mentioned in this section are AppropriatioiM. 
appropriated and shall be paid from the treasury of the 
Commonwealth, to wit : — 

For the Perkins institution and Massachusetts asylum peruntinsti. 
for the blind, the sum of thirty thousand dollars. biiid? '''' ""* 

For the support of Massachusetts pupils in the American American 
asylum, and in other institutions for deaf-mutes, a sum S^fTutM. 
not exceeding thirty thousand dollars. 

Section 2. The income of the Rogers book fund shall Rogerabook 
be expended in accordance with the conditions named by the 
donor, in conformity with chapter two hiuidred and fifteen 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. 

The income of the Todd normal school fund shall be Todd normal 
paid to the treasurer of the board of education, to be •*^*'**°* '^°^- 
. applied by said board in accordance with chapter thirty- 
six of the General Statutes. 

The income of the agricultural college fund shall be Aaricnhurai 
paid in accordance with the provisions of chapters one ^ ^^^ °°^' 
hundred and eighty-six and two hundred and twenty of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 

SEcnoK 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

Ak Act in eelation to the metric system op weights and Char). 40. 

MEASURES. ■^* 

Be U enacted^ <ftc., as follows : 

Sechon 1. That from and after the passage of this act The metric gys. 
it shall be lawful throughout the Commonwealth of Massa- l^Ldm^tra^ 
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ra^beiawftiuy chusetts to employ the weights and measures of the metric 
system, and no contract or dealing or pleading in any 
court shall be deemed invalid or liable to objection because 
the weights or measures expressed or referred to therein 
are weights or measures of the metric system. The metric 
weights and measures received from the United States, and 
now in the treasury of the Commonwealth, may be used 
and taken as authorized public standards of weights and 
measures ; and these authorized standards shall in no case 
be removed from the treasury except under necessity for 
their preservation or repair. 
^^^iMdin Section 2. The following tables shall be recognized 
^''cSStS^u^itS ^^ ^^^ construction of contracts and in all legal proceed- 
ings as establishing in terras of the weights and measures 
now in use in the state of Massachusetts, the equivalents 
of the weights and measures expressed therein in terms of 
the metric system ; and said tables may be lawfully used 
for computing, determining and expressing in customary 
weights and measures, the weights and measures of the 
metric system. 



Measures of 
length. 



Mecisures of Length. 



Metric denomlnatloDB and values. 



Measures of 
surfaoe. 



Myrlameter, . 

Kilometer, . 

Hectometer, . 

Dekameter, . 
Meter, . 

Decimeter, . 

Centimeter, . 

Millimeter, . 



10,000 meters. 
1,000 meters. 
100 meters. 
10 meters. 
1 meter. 
1.10 of a meter. 
1-100 of a meter. 
1.1000 of a meter. 



Equivalents In denominations In use. 



6.2137 miles. 

0.62187 mile, or 3,280 feet 10 incho 

328 feet 1 inch. 

898.7 Inches. 

89.87 inches. 

8.987 inches. 

0.8037 inch. 

0.0894 inch. 



Measures of Surface, 


Metric denominations and values. 




Hectare, .... 10,000 square meters. 

Are, 100 square meters. 

Oentare, .... 1 square meter. 


2.471 acres. 
119.6 square yards. 
1560 square inches. 
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Measures of Capacity, 



Metric denominations and valnes. 


E|quiTalents in denominations in use. 


Names. . 


Number 

of 
Liters. 


Cubic measure. 


Dry measure. 


Liquid or wine 
measure. 


Kiloliter or 

Slcre, 
Hectoliter, . 

Dekaliter, . 

Uter, . . 

Deciliter, . 

Centiliter, . 

MUimter, . 


1,000 

100 

10 

1 

1-10 

1-100 

1-1000 


1 cubic meter. 

1-10 of a cubic me. 

ter. 
10 cubic decimeters. 

1 cubic decimeter. 

1-10 of a cubic deci. 

meter. 
10 cubic centime. 

ters. 
1 cubic centimeter. 


1.808 cubic yards. 

2 bunh. and 8.85 

pecks. 
0.08 quarts. 

0.908 quarL 

6.1022 cubic inches. 

0.6102 cubic inch. 

0.061 cubic inch. 


264.17 gallons. 
26.417 gallons. 
2.6417 gallons. 
1.0567 quarts. 
0.845 gill. 
0.888 fluid ounce. 
0.27 fluid dram. 



Measures of 
capacity. 



Weights. 



Weights. 



Metric denominations and values. 


Equivalents in 
denominations in use. 


Names. 


Number 

of 
Grams. 


Weight of what quantity of 


Avoirdupois weight. 


MilHer or Tonneau, . 


1,000,000 


1 cubic meter. 


2204.6 pounds. 


Qnfaital, 


100,000 


1 hectoliter. 


220.46 pounds. 


Myriagram, . 


10,000 


lOUters. 


22.046 pounds. 


Kilogram or Kilo, 


1,000 


1 liter. 


2.2046 pounds. 


Hectogram, . 


100 


1 decaliter. 


8.5274 ounoes. • 


Decagram, . 


10 


10 cubic centimeters. 


0.8527 ounce. 


eram. .... 


1 




15.482 grains. 


Decigram, . 


1-10 


1-10 of a cubic centimeter. 


1.5483 grains. 


Centigram, . 


1-100 


10 cubic millimeters. 


0.1548 grain. 


Milligram, . 


1-1000 


1 cubic millimeter. 


0.0154 grain. 



Secthon 3. The treasurer is hereby authorized and ''^"^J^*„\ 
directed to procure duplicate sets of the metric weights cate sefs o?the 
and measures, conformable to the standards now in the andm^Ks? 
treasury ; of which two sets shall be retained for the use 
of the treasurer and his deputy, and from which there shall 
be furnished one set to the treasurer of each shire town 
and of each city not a shire town in the several counties 
of the Commonwealth. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



440 



1877.— Chapter 40. 



Dotiefl of treu> 
urcr of C?oin. 
monwealth and 
of treasarers 
of towns. 



Deputy treasur- 
er to seal metric 
weights and 
measures. 

Sealers of 
weights and 
measures In 
towns. 



Persons using 
metric weights 
and measures to 
have them sealed 
and adjusted. 



Appropriation. 



Bepeal. 



Section 4. The duties of the treasurer of the Com- 
monwealth and his deputy, and the duties and responsibil- 
ities of the treasurer of each town, with respect to the 
keeping, care, verification and use of the standard weights 
and measures so furnished, shall be the same with those 
established by existing statutes with respect to the stand- 
ard weights and measures heretofore provided. And it is 
hereby provided that no town in which there may be two 
or more sealers of weights and measures shall for that rea- 
son be required to procure additional sets of the metric 
weights and measures. 

Section 5. The deputy of the treasurer shall verify, 
adjust and seal all metric weights and measures that may 
be brought to him for that purpose, and he shall receive a 
reasonable compensation therefor. The scaler of weights 
and measures in each town that shall receive the standard 
metric weights and measures as hereinbefore provided, 
shall verify, adjust and seal all metric weights and meas- 
ures that may be brought to him for that purpose from 
within the county in which such town is situated, and he 
shall receive a Reasonable compensation therefor ; but he 
shall claim no fees for any scaling, verification or adjust- 
ment, for the performance of which he may otherwise 
receive compensation by salary paid by the town. 

Section 6. All persons using weights or measures of 
the metric system for the purpose of selling any goods, 
wares, merchandise or other commodities shall have them 
adjusted, sealed and recorded by some authorized sealer of 
weights and measures and shall thereafter be responsible 
for the correctness and exactness of the same ; and no per- 
son using illegally or fraudulently the metric weights or 
measures shall thereby be freed from any liabilities or 
penalties to which he would have been exposed in case 
the weights and measures employed had been the ordinary 
weights and measures heretofore and now in use in this 
Commonwealth. 

Section 7. The expense incurred in carrying out the 
provisions of this act shall not* exceed twelve hundred dol- 
lars ; which sum is hereby appropriated. 

Section 8. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with 
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 
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Ak Act coNCERNiNa the overseers op the poor op the city of CJiap. 41. 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Be it enacted^ <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. The city council of the city of Cambridge overwertofthe 
shall, in the month of April in the current year, in joint Sambri^^**' 
convention, elect by ballot five persons, one at least from 
among the residents of each of the present representative 
districts of said city, to be overseers of the poor in said city, 
one person for one year, one person for two years, one 
person for three years, one person for four years and one 
person for 6ve years ; and said council shall annually 
thereafter, in the month of April in like manner, elect one 
person to serve for five years. These persons so chosen 
shall, together with the mayor, who shall ex officio be 
chairman of the board, constitute the board of overseers of 
the poor in said city of Cambridge. 

Section 2. The, members of said board shall enter To how oiace 
open their duties on the first Monday of May, next after ci'JJJtedand *** 
their election, and hold office until others are elected and ^"*"***^- 
qualified in their stead ; vacancies from any cause shall vacanciet. 
forthwith be filled by the city council in the same manner, 
and the person elected to fill any vacancy shall hold office 
during the unexpired term of the member who has ceased 
to hold ofiice and until another is chosen and qualified in 
his stead. 

JSection 3, Said board shall annually on the first Mon- Organization. • 
day of May meet and organize and shall choose such 
subordinate officers and agents as they may deem ex- 
pedient, and define their duties and fix their salaries, but 
DO member of the board shall be eligible to be chosen by 
said board to any position of emolument. 

Section 4. Said overseers shall render such accounts to render 
and reports of their expenditures, acts and doings as may Sxp^ndUurcg. 
be required by the city council. 

Section 5. The present overseers of the poor in the PrercntoTer. 
city of Cambridge shall hold office until others are elected SScluntu 
and qualified under the provisions of this act and no longer. ^[^1^"* 

Section 6. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with Repeal, 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 7. This act shall take eflect upon its accept- subject to 
ance by the city council of the city of Cambridge, by by'^y'ooundi. 
concurrent vote : provided^ the same shall be accepted 
within sixty days from the date of its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 
66 
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Chap. 42. ^ '^C'T TO PRESEBYE THE EEL FISHERIES IN HERRING mVER AND ITS 
TRIBUTARIES IN THE TOWN OF WELLFLEET. 

Be it enacted^ &c,, (is follows : 

Section 1. Whoever tjikes, catches or destroys any 
eels in Herring River or its tributaries in the town of 
Wellfleet, in the county of Barnstable, in any other manner 
than by spear or hook and line, shall forfeit for every eel 
so taken not less than one dollar, nor more than five 
dollars ; one-half of said fine to be paid to thecomplainant. 

Section 2. Whoever wilfully places any obstruction 
or otherwise interferes with the free passage of eels in said 
river or its tributaries shall forfeit a sum not less than fifty 
nor more than one hundred dollars for each offence. 

Section 3. All fines or penalties for violating this act, 
with costs, may be recovered in any court competent to 
try the same. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

An Act in relation to the rebuilding, repairing and maintain- 
ing OF DIKES and works CONNECTED THEREWITH, IN THE TOWN 
OF WEST SPRINGFIELD. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. All the costs and expenses incurred in 
changing the course and channel of the Agawam River, 
and all other expenses incurred under the authority of 
chapter one hundred and thirty-two of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, shall be paid and borne 
by the town of West Springfield. 

Section 2. The expense of maintaining the said chan- 
nel and other works or structures now built or erected, or 
which may be hereafter built or erected by the authority 
of said act of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, 
together with the expense of rebuilding, repairing and 
maintaining the dikes in said town of West Springfield, 
erected by authority of chapter eighty of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, shall hereafter be 
borne and paid by said town of West Springfield. 

Section 3. So much of chapter eighty of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, and of chapter 
one hundred and thirty-two of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-two as is inconsistent herewith, and 
all other acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are 
hereby repealed. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 
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Ah Act to extend the time fob the construction of a bridgb Chap. 44. 

OVER the east branch OF WESTPORT RIVER. 

Be U enacted, Sc,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The powers granted by chapter one hun- Time for con. 
dred and twelve of the acts of the year eighteen hundred brfd^wtended. 
and seventy-two are hereby continued for a period of five ^wa. 112. 
years from and after the eighteenth day of March in the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Jpproved March 10, 1877. 

Ah Act to authorize the discontinuance of the " old village Chap. 45. 

BURYING-G ROUND " IN the TOWN OF west STOCKBRIDGE, AND THE 
TAKING OP THE LAND OF SAID BURYING-GROUND FOR SCHOOL 
PURPOSES. 

Be U enadedy <fcc,, as follows : 

Section 1. The inhabitants of school district number Land of burying 
six, in the town of West Stockbridge in the county of itS^kbriSge *" 
Berkshire, are hereby authorized, at the expense of said ^J^x^^!^ 
school district, and under the direction of the building 
committee of said school district, and with the consent of 
the selectmen of said town, to remove the remains of the 
dead and the monuments and tombstones now remaining 
in the "Old Village Burying-Ground," so called, situate 
in the village of West Stockbridge and bounded as follows, 
to wit : — northerly by land held by the deacons of the Con- 
gr^ational Church of said village and known as " the par- 
sonage lot,** east by the highway known as State Street, 
south by land of George W. Kniffin, and west by the 
school-house lot of said school district, to the public ceme- 
tery of said town known as the " Village Cemetery,** or 
to such of the other public cemeteries of said town as may 
he designated in any case by the relatives of any person 
whose remains are to be removed ; or said relatives may 
re-inter such remains in any other place, and said school 
district shall cause the remains removed to any of the 
public cemeteries of said town to be decently re-interred, 
and the monuments and tombstones to be properly set up 
anew. 

Section 2. When the remains, monuments and tomb- whenremams 
stones have been removed from said burying-ground as wraSvedfiaJid'* 
provided in the preceding section, the use of said ground ™»y^*»*^«"- 
as a burying-ground shall be discontinued, and said school 
district may take the land thereof for the use and purpose 
of enlarging their present school-house lot. Said school 
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this act, to be filed and recorded in the office of the register 
of deeds of the southern district of said county, on or 
before the first day of June next, which certificate may be 
signed by the building committee and treasurer of said 
school district, and thereupon the title to the land described 
in said certificate shall become vested in said school district. 

Section 3. If damage is sustained by any person in 
his property by reason of anything done under the pro- 
visions of the first and second sections of this act, he shall 
receive compensation therefor, from said school district, to 
be ascertained and appraised by the selectmen of said town 
in the manner provided for appraising damages caused by 
laying out town ways, and any person aggrieved by the 
award of said selectmen shall have the same remedy as is 
provided by section thirty-nine of chapter thirty-eight of 
the General Statutes, and according to the course of pro- 
ceeding provided thereby. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

Chap, 46. An Act to confibm certain acts done by charles c. dillinoham 

AS coroner. 
Be if enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. All acts done by Charles C. Dillingham of 
Fall River, as coroner within and for the county of Bristol, 
between the seventeenth day of July and the twenty-third 
day of August in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
six, are hereby confirmed and made valid to the same 
extent as they would have been valid had he been duly 
qualified to discharge the duties of said office during said 
interval. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 
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47. An Act to amend an act entitled "an act to incorporate 
the trustees of the puncuard free school in the town 

OF ANDOVER." 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 

l^ldlt^^n.^ Section 1. The third section of the act to incorporate 

SrTOti?rof"town ^^® trustees of the Punchard Free School in the town of 

offloem. Andover, approved on the twenty-sixth day of February in 

the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, is 

hereby so amended that the election of trustees by said 
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town shall be held at the annual meeting for the election 
of town oflScers in said town once in three years, instead of 
on the first Monday of April once in three years, as therein 
provided. 

Section 2. The next regular election of said trustees Next eiecuon of 
shall be held at the annual meeting for the election of town he'id^^first*' 
officers on the first Monday of March next. KhTisTs. 

Section 3. This act shall take efiect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

An Act to change the name of the east abington baptist (JJiap, 48. 

SOCIETY. 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The East Abington Baptist Society shall Nam© changed, 
be called and known as the Rockland Baptist Society. 

Section 2. This act shall take efiect upon its passage. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

An Act to amend the charter op the lawrence gas company. (^^^^^ 49 
Be U enacted, &c,, as follows : if* ^ 

Section 1. The act to incorporate the Lawrence Gas Lawrence gm 
Company, chapter seventeen of the acts of the year eighteen exSfd pTp^*^ 
hundred and forty-nine, is hereby amended as follows : ofTSoi?™ 

Said Lawrence Gas Company in addition to the rights ^dMeUme°n!*'^ 
now possessed by it shall have the right to extend its 
mains and distributing pipes into and through the towns 
of Andover, North Andover and Methuen in the county of 
Essex, and to construct, erect and maintain such buildings 
and works in said towns as may be necessary and con- 
venient for the manufacture, supply and delivery of illu- 
minating gas to the inhabitants of said towns, subject to 
all the duties, restrictions and liabilities of the act of incor- 
poration of said company. 

Section 2. Said corporation with the consent of the May open 
selectmen of the said several towns shall have power and fireew, Itc., 
authority to open the ground in any part of the streets, Jfieimme"n. 
lanes and highways in said towns for the purpose of sink- 
ing and repairing such pipes and conductors as it may bo 
necessary to sink for the purposes aforesaid, and the said 
corporation after opening the ground in said streets, lanes 
and highways shall be held to put the same in as good 
repair as when opened, and upon failure to do so within a 
reasonable time shall be deemed guilty of a nuisance. 

Section 3. The selectmen of the said several towns selectmen of 
ahall have the power to regulate and control the acts wniou' 



towns to hav* 
cor. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



446 



1877.— Chapter 50. 



Juration in lay. of said Corporation ia the matter of laying and repairing 
ngppos.e . ^^^ pipes in said streets, lanes and highways, so that such 
acts shall not endanger the health or safety of the inhab- 
itants of said towns. Approved March 10, 1877. 

Chap, 50. An Act to incorporate the south bay improvement company 

AND TO provide FOR THE MERGING OP THE SOUTH COVE COR- 
PORATION AND THE SOUTH BAY COMPANY IN SAID FIRST NAMED 
CORPORATION. 

Be it enacted, &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. George W. Tuxbury, Uriel Crocker, B. 
W. Nichols, A. D. Williams, Charles Deane and Uriel H. 
Crocker, their associates and successors, are made a cor- 
poration by the name of the South Bay Improvement 
Company, with power to purchase, hold, improve and sell, 
mortgage, or lease land and flats in and near the ^* South 
Bay," so called, in the city of Boston, to an amount not 
exceeding one hundred and fifty acres. 

Section 2. Said corporation shall have all the powers 
and privileges and be subject to all the duties, liabilities 
and restrictions which like corporations now have or are 
subject to, or which they may hereafter have or be subject 
to under general laws. 

Section 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall 
not exceed one million of dollars, and no shares shall be 
issued except upon the actual payment of the par value 
thereof in cash, or upon the conveyance in fee to said 
corporation of lands or flats which it is entitled to hold 
under the first section : provided^ however, that the average 
price at which lands and flats shall have been taken by- 
said corporation in payment for its stock shall at po time 
exceed twenty-five cents per square foot. 

Section 4. The South Cove Corporation and the 
South Bay Company are respectively authorized, upon 
votes of their stockholders to that eflTect passed at meet- 
ings duly notified for the purpose, to convey any portion 
or the whole of their lands and flats lying in or near the 
said South Bay, to said South Bay Improvement Company, 
and to receive in payment therefor stock in said last named 
company, subject however to the provisions contained in 
the preceding section. Approved March 10, 1877. 
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Ak Act to extend the time for locating and constructing Chap. 51. 

THE MASSACHUSETTS CENTRAL RAILROAD. 

Bt it enacted^ &c., as follows : 

The time within which the Massachusetts Central Rail- j"™5^<>»' 
road Company may locate and construct its railroad is <»n*tnicSn 
hereby extended to the first day of May in the year one *'*^°^®^- 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

An Act to amend the charter op the cotton and woolen Chap. 52. 

MANUFACTURERS MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW ENGLAND. '^* 

Bt it enacted J <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Cotton and Woolen Manufacturers uajiuw 
Mutual Insurance Company of New England is authorized propeny'S^er 
to issue policies of insurance against loss or damage by S'Siirter?*™*^ 
fire upon other kinds of property, real and personal, in 
addition to the class named in the charter of said corpo- 
ration. 

Section 2. This act shall take efiect upon its accept- subject to 
ance by a majority of the members present and voting mSS^wSf ^ 
at a meeting of said corporation legally called for such <'<>*t^»'»^<>"- 
purpose. Approved March 10, 1877. 

An Act to incorporate the boston school committee. Chap. 53. 
Be it enacted J Ac., as follows : 

Section 1. The school committee of the city of Boston school commit- 
for the time being, is hereby made a corporation by the of^B^siSSfn^ 
name of The School Committee of the City of Boston, ^^oruu^. 
and said committee and its successors in office elected 
according to law in said city shall continue a body corpo- 
rate for the purposes hereinafter set forth, with all the 
powers and privileges and subject to all the duties, restric- 
tions and liabilities set forth in all general laws which now . 
are or may hereafter be in force relating to such corpo- 
rations. 

Section 2. Said corporation shall have authority to Rcaiandper. 
receive and hold all sums of money, and real and personal •**°''®***^- 
estate not exceeding in the aggregate the value of two 
hundred thousand dollars, which money may be given, 
granted, bequeathed or devised to it for the benefit of the 
teachers in the public schools of the city of Boston, or their 
bmilies, requiring charitable assistance, or for the benefit 
of any persons or the families of any persons who have 
formerly been such teachers, requiring charitable assist- 
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ance. It shall have power to manage and dispose of the 
same according to its best discretion and to execute any 
and all trusts according to the tenor thereof which may be 
created for the purposes aforesaid. 

Section 3. Said corporation shall likewise be entitled 
to receive from the members of the school committee 
within the present limits of that part of the city of Boston 
which was formerly the city of Charlestown, the fund 
known as the Charlestown School Trust Fund, and shall 
hereafter manage said fund and disburse the income 
thereof within the limits of the former city of Charles- 
town according to the tenor of the instruments creating 
said trust. Approved ^arch 13, 1877. 

Chap. 54. An Act to confirm certain acts done by edward g. frothino- 

HAM AS A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE. 

Be it enacted y <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. All acts done by Edward G. Frothingham, 
as a justice of the peace, within and for the county of 
Essex, between the sixteenth day of May eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four and the twentieth day of October eighteen 
hundred and seventy-six, are made valid and confirmed to 
the same extent as though he had been during that time 
qualified to discharge the duties of said office. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 16, 1877. 

An Act to incorporate the adams nervine asylum. 
Be it enacted^ <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. John N. Barbour, James C. Davis, Aqiiila 
Adams, Emory Washburn, Alpheus Hardy, Samuel Eliot, 
Charles H. Dalton, James B. Thayer, William Claflin, 
John E. Tyler, Amor L. Hollings worth, James Longley, 
Samuel A. Green, Robert Willard, Caleb William Loring, 
Samuel D. Warren, Rufus Ellis, Joseph Burnett, Solomon 
B. Stebbins, Charles F. Choate, their associates and suc- 
cessors, are hereby made a corporation by the name of the 
Adams Nervine Asylum, for the purpose of establishing 
and maintaining a hospital to afford care and relief to 
indigent, debilitated and nervous persons, inhabitants of 
this Commonwealth, who are not insane and who may be 
in need of the benefit of a curative institution ; with all 
the powers and i)rivileges, and subject to all the duties, 
restrictions and liabilities set forth in all general laws 
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which now are or may hereafter be in force and applicable 
to such corporations. 

Section 2. Said corporation shall have authority to May hold ftmd 
receive, hold and disburse the income of the fund be- tb?purpoM>«^* 
queathed for the purposes for which the said corporation 
is created by the will of Seth Adams, late of Newton, 
deceased, and any other donations or bequests which may 
be made for its benefit, and may hold for the purposes 
aforesaid real and personal estate to an amomit not exceed- 
ing three hundred thoiftand dollars. 

Section 3. The members of said corporation shall ^^^'"^^^^Jf 
consist of the trustees under the residuary clause of the ^^^^ ^°' 
will of the said Seth Adams, and their successors, and 
the pei*son8 associated with them in this act of incorpora- 
tion, of such persons as may at any legal meeting of the 
corporation be elected members by ballot, of such persons 
as shall, with the consent of the board of managers herein- 
after referred to first obtained, pay to the said trustees as 
an addition to the fund held by them for the use of the 
corporation, the sum of one hundred dollars or more each, 
and also of such persons as shall, with the consent of the ' 
said board of managers first obtained, pay into the said 
fund the sum of twenty-five dollars each, as an initiation 
fee, and shall thereafter pay and continue to pay into 
said fund annually in advance the sum of three dollars 
each; the said last mentioned persons to be members 
while they shall continue the said annual payment and 
no longer. 

Section 4. The oflScers of said corporation shall con- officer* of 
sist of the trustees under the will of the said Seth Adams, <^'p*»"^°- 
and their successors, a president, a vice-president, a 
treasurer, a secretary, a physician, a board of not less 
than nine managers, of which the president, vice-president, 
treasurer and trustees shall be members, and three super- 
visors, who shall examine the afiairs of said corporation as 
often as once in three months, and report the general 
result of such examination annually in two of the leading Annaai report. 
newspapers of Boston. All the said officers except the 
said trustees, shall be annually elected by ballot at meet- 
ings duly called for the purpose, and whenever a trustee 
shall die, resign, or become incompetent to discharge the 
duties of his trust, a successor shall be elected by ballot 
at a meeting of the corporation duly called for the purpose ; 
but no person so elected shall have power or authority to 

67 
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act as a trustee until approved as such by the judge of 
probate for the county of Middlesex. 

Section 5. The said institution shall be established in 
one of the parts of Boston formerly called Roxbury, West 
Roxbury and Brighton, in Brookline, in Newton or in 
Watertown, and shall be conducted and managed in 
accordance with the provisions of the will of the said Seth 
Adams, and with such by-laws as may be adopted by the 
corporation, not inconsistent therewith. 

Section 6. The said corporatron shall have authority 
to receive and care for persons hot indigent, who may be 
otherwise suitable for treatment in its institution, at the 
discretion of its board of managers, but shall require the 
payment to the corporation by such persons of reasonable 
compensation therefor, the amount of which shall be 
determined by the managers. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 16, 1877. 

56. An Act to amend chapter one hundred and forty-four of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 
relating to the butchers' slaughtering and melting asso- 

CLA.TION. 

Be it encicted, 4bc,, <is follows : 

Section two of chapter one hundred and forty-four of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six is 
hereby amended by adding thereto the following words : — 
And whoever violates the provisions of this section shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

Approved March 16, 1877. 

Chat) 57. ^ ^^'^ '^ FACILITATE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST CORPORATIONS FOR 
-^' ' NOT MAKING RETURNS UNDER CHAPTER TWO HUNDRED AND 

TWENTY-FOUR OF THE ACTS OF THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 
AND SEVENTY. 

Be it enacted, <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section sixty of chapter two hundred and 
twenty-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy is hereby amended by striking out the clause 
beginning with the words **and such corporation shall also 
be enjoined," and ending with the words "during the 
continuance of such neglect,'* and substituting in place 
thereof the following : — '' and all sums forfeited by a cor- 
poration under this act or any act amending this act may 
also be collected by information in equity brought in the 
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sapreme judicial court, in the name of the attorney-general, 
at the relation of the commissioner of corporations, and 
upon such uiformation the couit may issue an injunction 
restraining the further prosecution of the business of the 
corporation named therein until said sums forfeited as 
aforesaid are paid, together with interest and the costs of 
^e information, and until the returns required by this act 
and any act amending this act are made." 

Section 2. All informations brought under the provis- informttioM 
ions of this act may be brought in the county of Suffolk. S^Suffoik?"* ^ 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 16, 1877. 

Ak Act to amend chapter two hundred and ninety-eight of nfian, 58. 

THE acts of the YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE, -^' 

RELATIVE TO HIGHWAY TAX. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Chapter two hundred and ninety-eight of the. acts of Highway tu. 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one, relative to^"*^»*** 
highway tax, is hereby amended by adding to the second 
section of said chapter, the following words : — " and the 
said sums so voted shall be carefully and judiciously 
expended by the surveyors of highways, each in his own 
district, when the town is divided into highway districts, 
and in all cases under the direction of the selectmen or by 
the road commissioners, in making and repairing said 
ways.** Approved March 16, 1877. 

An Act to change certain harbor lines in cafe cod harbor in Qhap, 59. 

PROVINCETOWN. •^' 

Be U enacted, &e,, as follows : 

Section 1. Section two of chapter two hundred and °J[j2L!Sd' 
sixty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven which defines the harbor lines in Cape Cod 
Harbor is hereby repealed, and in place of those lines the 
following harbor lines are established. 

Section 2. The harbor line begins at a point in said J^^;^'**'" 
Cape Cod Harbor distant seven hundred and ten feet due 
north from the centre of Long Point light-house, and « 

runs south-westerly in a straight line five hundred and 
fifty feet to a point distant four hundred feet north-westerly 
firom the centre of said light-house ; thence south-westerly 
on an arc of a circle of two thousand five hundred and 
forty-five feet radius, a distance of nine hundred and 
eighty-five feet ; thence south-westerly a little more west- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



452 



1877.— Chapters 60, 61. 



StfSoJC^*'^ erly in a straight line one thousand two hundred and 
thirty-five feet to a point distant nine hundred and ninety 
feet north-westerly from monument A; thence south- 
westerly, westerly and north-westerly on an arc of a circle 
of one thousand one hundred and forty feet radius, a 
distance of one thousand four hundred and forty feet; 
thence north-westerly, northerly and north-easterly on am 
arc of a circle of three thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five feet radius, a distance of five thousand three 
hundred and eighty feet to a point in the range from Long 
Point light-house to monument B, near the southerly side 
of Main Street and the head of Central Wharf and distant 
two thousand one hundred and fifty-eight feet south-easterly 
therefrom ; thence north-easterly and easterly on an arc of 
a circle of nine thousand nine hundred and thirty-three 
feet radius, a distance of ten thousand one hundred and 
seventy-five feet to a point in the range from Long Point 
light-house to monument C, near the north-westerly end 
of the old highway bridge crossing East Harbor, and 
distant south-westerly three thousand four hundred and 
sixty-five feet therefrom. 

The above-mentioned monuments, marked respectively 
A, B, C, are granite posts and have the letters H. L. 
inscribed thereon. Approved March 16, 1877. 

Chap. 60. An Act to amend section six of chapter three hundred and 

FORTY-FOUR OF THE ACTS OF THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND 
SIXTY-NINE, FOR THE MORE EFFECTUAL PREVENTION OF CRUELTY 
TO ANIMALS. 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. Section six of chapter three hundred and 
forty-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-nine is hereby amended by adding the words " and 
birds" after the word "creatures" in the second line of 
said section. 

Section 2. This act shall take efiect upon its passage. 

Approved March 16, 1877. 
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An Act concerning foreign life insurance companies. 
Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The provisions of chapter one hundred and 
eighty-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-one shall not apply to life insurance companies 
created by the laws of other states or countries, legally 
transacting business in this Commonwealth. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 16, 1877. 
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An Act to authorize the proprietors of the hikghah cehe- QJiap. 62. 

TERY TO TAKE AND HOLD ADDITIONAL REAL AND PERSONAL ^' 

ESTATE. 

Be it enacted^ &c,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The proprietors of the Hingham Cemetery, Majj hoM 
iDcorporated by chapter twenty of the acts of the year one rcai aSS per. 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, are hereby author- "^^^^ "***«• 
ized to take and hold for the purposes for which they 
were incorporated real estate including what they are now 
authorized to hold to an amount not exceeding twenty 
acres, and personal estate to an amount not exceeding 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 19, 1877. 

An Act to authorize the Plymouth society in framinohah Qkap, 63. 

TO HOLD REAL ESTATE FOB THE PURPOSES OF A PARSONAGE. •^' 

Be it enacted^ <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. The Plymouth Society in Framingham is May how real 
hereby authorized to hold real estate in Framingham for mS^.**'*^"' 
the purposes of a parsonage to an amount not exceeding 
fifteen thousand dollars. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
► Approved March 19, 1877. 

An Act to extend the time for settling and closing up the Chap. 64. 

BUSINESS affairs OF THE CENTRAL MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE 
company op WORCESTER. 

Be it enacted^ <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. The time for settling and closing up the Time extended 
business affairs of the Central Mutual Fire Insurance Com- newaffiun. 
pany of Worcester is hereby extended until the first day 
of June in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-eight. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 19, 1877. 

An Act to repeal section three of chapter three hundred Qfiap. 65. 

TOIRTT-EIQHT OF THE ACTS OP THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED ■^* 

seventy-two INCORPORATING THE STANDISH MONUMENT ASSO- 
CIATION. 

Be it enacted^ Sc,, as follows : 

Section three of chapter three hundred thirty-eight <>f ^JSP^mS^s 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred seventy-two, is ' ' 

hereby repealed. Approved March 19, 1877. 
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GJiap. 66. An Act concebniko thb taking of eels in certain waters in 
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Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. Whoever takes, catches or destroys any 
eels in Mattapoisett River or its tributaries, in the town of 
Mattapoisett in the county of Plymouth, from the bridge 
at Town Mills to Mattapoisett Harbor, or in Barlow's Pond 
or its tributaries, in said town, or in its outlet to the har- 
bor, in any other manner than by spear or hook and line, 
shall forfeit for every eel so taken not less than one dollar 
nor more than five dollars ; one-half of said fine to be paid 
to the complainant. 

Section 2. All fines or penalties for violating this act, 
with costs, may be recovered in any court competent to 
try the same. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 19, 1877. 

An Act authorizing manufacturino and other corporations 
to change their locations. 

Be it enacted^ Sc., as follows : 

Whenever any corporation shall have been organized 
under any general law, or created by special charter, for 
the purpose of carrying on any mechanical or manufactur- 
ing business in or within any city or town named in its 
organization or charter, such corporation may extend or 
remove its business or any part thereof to any other city 
or town within this Commonwealth, and may purchase, 
hold and convey so much real and personal estate in such 
other city or town as may be necessary for the purpose of 
carrying on its business therein. Approved March 19, 1877. 

An Act authorizing the superior court to hold sessions bt 
adjournment at fall river, in the county op bristol. 

Be it enacted^ <Sic., as follows : 

Section 1. The justices holding the respective terms 
of the superior court in and for the county of Bristol, shall 
have the same power to adjourn any of the established 
terms of said court for said couuty, from either Taunton 
or New Bedford to Fall River, as they now have to ad- 
journ from one -shire town to another ; any adjournment so 
made shall have the same effect as if made from one shire 
town to another, and shall be subject to all the provisions 
of law relating to adjournments from one shire town to 
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another. The county commissioners of said county are CommiBsionew 
hereby authorized and directed to provide a suitable place for^hSidfaV*"^ 
at Fall River for holding said adjourned terms. ^"^ 

Secttion 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 19, 1877. 

Ax Act enablino towns to take land fob burial-obounds. Qhav- 69. 
Bt U enacted, Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. When there is a necessity for a new burial- Town may 
ground in any town, or for the enlargement of any burial- S?£raiMi?2ieri^ 
ground already existing in and belonging to a town, and b!!ri^.^midi. 
the owner or any person interested in the land needed for 
either purpose refuses to sell the same, or demands there- 
for a price deemed by the selectmen of said town unreason- 
able, or is unable for any reason to convey the land, said 
selectmen may, with the approbation of the town, make 
application therefor by written petition to the commission- 
ers of the county wherein the land is situated. 

Section 2. The commissioners shall appoint a time oommiMiiooera 
and place for a hearing, and shall cause notice thereof, Mdj52JSVS?lf 
together with a copy of said petition, to be served person- ir*e nouc?^ 
ally upon the land owner or owners, or left at his or their ^^^^ 
place or places of abode fourteen days at least before the 
time appointed for the hearing. If the land be held in 
trust or by a corporation, or the ownership be uncertain, 
the commissioners shall also require notice, by public 
advertisement or otherwise, as justice to all persons inter- 
ested shall seem to them to require. 

Section 3. The commissioner shall hear the parties at To file in regis. 
the time and place appointed, or at an adjournment thereof; dXcripu^*©* 
and as soon as may be after the hearing shall consider and IfeceJSS^^^be 
adjudicate upon the necessity of such taking, and upon ^^^^ 
the quantity, boundaries, damages and value of the land Damaget. 
adjudged necessary to be taken, and shall forthwith file a 
description of such land with a plan thereof in the registry 
of deeds of the county and district wherein such land lies, 
and thereupon such land shall be taken and held in fee by 
the town as a burial-ground or as part of the burial-ground 
of such town. 

Section 4. Each commissioner shall be paid by the oompensauonof 
town three dollars per day for each day spent in acting «<>°^°»*"*on«"- 
under the petition, and five cents a mile for travel to and 
froai the place of hearing. 
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Section 5. When the owner or owners of the land, 
or any person in interest, is aggrieved by the award 
of damages, he or they may, upon application therefor 
within one year, have the matter of the complaint deter- 
mined by a jury, as in the case of assessment of dam- 
ages for highways, and all proceedings shall be con- 
ducted as in such case is provided. If the sum allowed 
for damages, including the value of the laud, is increased 
by the jury, the sum so allowed by the jury, and all 
charges, shall be paid by the town ; otherwise the charges 
arising upon such application for a jury shall be paid 
by the applicant. The applicant for a jury shall enter 
into a recognizance in such sum and with such surety as 
the commissioners shall order for the payment of such 
charges. 

Section 6. Chnpter one hundred and twelve of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six is hereby 
repealed, but this repeal shall not affect any proceedings 
pending under said chapter. 

Section 7. Towns may grant and vote such sums as 
they may judge necessary for inclosing any cemetery or 
burial-^ound provided by them according to law, or to 
construct paths and avenues and to embellish the grounds 
in the same, and they may establish all necessary rules in 
relation to such cemeteries or burial-grounds as are not 
repugnant to the laws of the Commonwealth. Towns may 
lay out any such cemeteiy or burial-ground into lots or 
subdivisions for burial-places, as they may think proper, 
but they shall set apart a ^suitable portion as a public 
burial-place for the use of the inhabitants, free of charge 
therefor. Towns may sell and convey to any persons, 
whether residents of the town or otherwise, the exclusive 
right of burial and of erecting tombs and cenotaphs upon 
any lot, and of ornamenting the same, upon such terms, 
conditions and regulations as they shall prescribe, and the 
proceeds of such sales in any cemetery or burial-ground 
shall be paid into the town treasury, be kept separate and 
apart from other funds, and be appropriated to reimburse 
the town for the cost of land or for the improvement and 
embellishment of such cemetery or burial-ground. 

Section 8* This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 19, 1877. 
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An Act to authorize the crrr op taunton to issue additional Chap, 70. 

WATEU SCUIP, AND TO LIMIT THE AMOUNT THEREOF. 

Be it enacted^ &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. The city of Taunton, for purposes men- MaviMne 
tioned in the fifth section of chapter two hundred and waufrwrip. 
seventeen of the acts of the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy-five, may issue notes, scrip or certificates 
of debt, to be denominated on the face thereof "Taunton 
Water Loan," to an amount not exceeding fifty thousand 
dollars in addition to the amount authorized by said chap- 
ter, to be issued upon like terms and conditions and with 
like powers in all respects as are provided in 6aid chapter 
two hundred and seventeen for the issue of bonds of said 
city : provided 9 that the whole amount of such water scrip, Not to exceed, 
bonds, notes, or certificates issued by said city under the $250,000!*****^ 
authority given by this act and by all other acts shall not 
in -any event exceed the amount of two hundred and fifty 
thousand doUara. 

Section .2. This act shall take eflect upon its passage. 

Approved March 26, 1877. 
An Act to authorize the stoughton street baptist cnuRcn in Qlid^ 71 

BOSTON to mortgage ITS PROPERTY ; AND TO CONFIRM THE DOINGS •^' 

OF THE NORTH BAPTIST SOCIETY IN DORCHESTER. 

Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The Stoughton Street Baptist Church in May mortgage 
Boston is hereby authorized to direct the trustees for the and^pay^aSSS^ 
time being holding the property occupied and used by the °^«o** ^^^'^^n- 
aforesaid church, to mortgage said property for any pur- 
poses whatever incident to the support and maintenance 
of public worship by said church, and to pay any assess- 
ments which have heretofore been made, or may hereafter 
be made by the city of Boston for any public improvements 
benefiting said property : provided^ however^ that the vote Proviao. 
directing said mortgage to be made shall be given only by 
those persons authorized in the deed of the North Baptist 
Society in Dorchester to the trustees therein named, which 
deed is recorded with Suffolk county deeds in Boston, book 
one thousand and sixty-six, page two hundred and ninety- 
seven ; and provided^ further^ that any mortgage or mort- 
gages authorized as aforesaid shall not be for a larger 
amount than that allowed by the aforesaid deed. 

Section 2. All proceedings of the aforesaid North Proceedings 
Baptist Society in Dorchester, at or by authority of all its *^° 
meetings held from March fifth in the year eighteen hun- 
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Chap. 



dred and fifty-nine to June sixth in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy, as now recorded in the records of said 
society, are hereby ratified, fully established and con- 
firmed, as the legal acts, doings and records of said 
society, any defects or informalities therein to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 26, 1877. 

72. An Act to authorize thb city of taunton to constkuct a 
bridge across taunton great river. 



May construct a 
bridge across 
Taunton Great 
River. 



May take land, 
etc 



Be it enacted^ cftc, as foUows : 

Section 1. The city of Taunton is hereby authorized 
to construct and maintain a safe and convenient bridge 
across Taunton Great River, from a point at or near Dean's 
Wharf, situated on Dean Street in said city, to a point 
ojiposite or nearly opposite on the south bank of said river. 
And the said city of Taunton is further authorized to do 
such other acts as it may deem necessary, expedient or 
convenient in the premises, to secure a bridge which shall 
safely and conveniently accommodate public travel and 
navigation : subject, however, to the provisions of chapter 
four hundred and thirty-two of the acts of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine. 

Section 2. Said city may take such land, wharf or 
structure, as it may deem necessary to secure and 
accomplish the objects and purposes of the preceding 
section, and all damages to private. property, or for land 
taken under this act, shall be ascertained as provided in 
chapter forty-three of the General Statutes, when land is 
taken for highways. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon ita passage. 

Approved March 26, 1877. 

Chap. 73. An Act to authorize the town of concord to raise additional 

FUNDS to extend AND COMPLETE ITS WAT^R WORKS. 

Be it enacted^ &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Concord is hereby authorized, 
for the purposes named in chapter one hundred and eighty- 
eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
two, to raise by taxation, or by borrowing from time to 
time, an amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars in 
addition to the amount therein authorized, upon like terms 
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tnd conditions and with like powers in all respects as are 
provided in said act for the raising of money. 
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 26, 1877. 
Ak Act relatinq to the civil terms op the police court op Chap. 74. 

HAVERHILL. 

Be it enacted, Sc, as follows : 

Section 1. The police court of Haverhill shall be held 2SSiI^''^ 
for civil business on the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month, and on such other days as the justice of the court 
shall determine. 

Section 2. Chapter eighty of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy is hereby repealed. 

Approved March 26, 1877. 
As Act to amend chapter one hundred and ten op the acts op QJiap. 75. 

THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SBVENTT-POUR, RELATING TO -^^ 

THE PRESERVATION OP LOBSTERS. 

Be U enacted^ dbc,, as follows : 

Section one of chapter one hundred and ten of the acts Araendmentto 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, is hereby ' ' 
amended by inserting the word •* extended,** after the 
word •*body,*' in the fourth line of said section, and by 
tdding after the word ^ dollars,** in the sixth line of said 
section, the following words: — **and in all prosecutions 
under this act the possession of any lobster not of the 
length hereinbefore required, shall be jprima^ctc evidence 
to convict.'* Approved March 26, 1877. 

Ah Act TO CONFIRM CERTAIN ACTS DONE BY JAMES W. STOCKWXLL AS CfJiaV, 76. 
A JUSTICE OP THE PEACE. ■*^* 

Be it enacted^ Sc, as follows : 

Section 1. All acts done by James W. Stockwell, as Acttoonflrmed 
a justice of the peace within and for the county of Worces- tbep«£lr**' 
ter, between the second day of April in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-six and the sixth day of January in 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, are hereby 
made valid and confirmed to the same extent as though he 
had been during that time qualified to discharge the duties 
of said ofilce. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 
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Chap. 77. An Act AUTHorazmo the town of westborough to redtbuhsb 

MONEY CONTRIBUTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF CELEBRATING THE ONE 
HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1 . The town of Westborough is hereby author- 
ized to raise by taxation such sum of money, not exceeding 
one-tenth of one per cent, of its assessed valuation for the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, as may be neces- 
sary to repay to certain individuals the money contributed 
by them and expended by a committee of said town in 
celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of the declaration 
of independence. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 

Chap. 78. An Act to authorize the first congregational society in 

MANSFIELD TO SELL ITS MEETING-HOUSE. 

Be it enacted^ &c,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The trustees of the First Congregational 
Society in Mansfield are authorized and empowered to sell 
and convey the ineeting-house and the land on which it 
stands, situated in said Mansfield and belonging to said 
society, in such manner and at such time as shall be deter- 
mined at a meeting of said society legally called. 

Section 2. So much of the proceeds of the above sale 
as may be necessary, shall be applied to the payment of 
all the just and legal debts of said society. The remainder 
of said proceeds shall be deposited in some institution of 
good and approved standing, until such time as it shall be 
required for the purpose of building a new meeting-house : 
provided^ that at the expiration of eighteen months from 
the date of sale, any and all of said proceeds not applied 
to the purposes hereinbefore indicated, shall be forthwith 
donated to some religious society in the county of Bristol 
in the state of Massachusetts, to be by said society ex- 
pended in the maintenance of religious worship. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 

Chap. 79. An Act to authorize the " society of the friars minor of the 

ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS " OP NEW YORK, TO HOLD REAL ESTATE IN 
THIS COMMONWEALTH. 

Be it enacted, Ac, a^ follows : 

Section 1. The society of the Triars Minor of the 
Order of St. Francis," of New York, is hereby authorized 
to hold by purchase, gift or devise, real estate in the city 
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of Boston, to an amount not exceeding in value fifty 
thousand dollars, for religious and charitable purposes. 
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 

Ak Act to AurnoRizE the county commissioners of Middlesex (JJian. 80. 

COUNTY TO borrow MONEY FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES. . -'^' 

Be U enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The county commissioners of Middlesex Mayboirow 
County are hereby authorized to borrow on the credit of l?ono?bSndiS^ 
said county the sum of forty thousand dollars, to bej^f**^®^ 
expended in erecting a new building for the registry of 
deeds at East Cambridge. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 

Ah Act to extend the time durino which the city of worces- rfhru) gi 

TER IS authorized TO LAY OUT A PUBLIC PARK AND TO ESTABLISH ^ ^' 
AND MAINTAIN A RESERVOIR. 

Be U enacled, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The time for taking and holding land in fime for taking 
accordance with the provisions of chapter one hundred and ^^^ «^d®d- 
ninety-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-three is extended to the fifteenth day of April 
in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 

Ah Act authorizino the trustees of the anderson school of Chap. 82. 

NATURAL HISTORY TO RE-CONVEY THEIR PROPERTY, AND DISSOLVING "^ ' 

SAID CORPORATION. 

Be U enacted^ &c,^ as follows : 

Section 1. The trustees of the Anderson School o^ ^JZtdt^ort^^ 
Natural History are hereby authorized to re-convey the inrrdoifo?, fnd 
island of Penikese with all the buildings and improvements dS^ivod?"^ 
thereon, free and discharged of all trusts whatsoever, to 
John Anderson, the original donor, and said corporation 
shall thereupon be dissolved. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 

An Act relating to the interest of a husband in the real QJiap. 83 • 

ESTATE OF HIS WIFE ON HER DECEASE. ■^' 

Be U enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

When a man and his wife are seized in her right, and Husband's inter. 
when a married woman is seized to her sole and separate d^ceos^^e! 
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use, free from the control of her husband, of any estate of 
inheritance in lands, the husband shall on the death of his 
wife, when he has no right as tenant by the courtesy, 
hold one-half the lands for his life, unless the wife shall by 
will provide otherwise. Approved March 29, 1877. 

Chap. 84. An Act in addition to ax act to provide for the regulation 

^ND INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS, THE MORE EFFECTUAL PREVENTION 
OF FIRE, AND BETTER PRESERVATION OF LIFE AND PROFEETT IN 
BOSTON. 

Be it enacted, Sbc,, as follows : 
S^^noTto'^o!' Section 1. No person shall hereafter erect, place, 
jecunto or over coustruct, or causc to be crectcd, placed or constructed, 
ton. ***" or shall commence to erect, place or construct any portico, 
porch, door, window or step projecting into or over any 
public highway, street, causeway, bridge or square within 
the city of Boston. 
Penalty. SECTION 2. If any persou shall violate the provisions 

of the foregoing section, he shall, upon the application of 
the inspector of buildings of the city of Boston, be liable to 
the processes of law and equity set forth in the twenty- 
third section of chapter three hundred and seventy-one of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two. 
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 

Chap. 85. An Act to fix the fees and expenses chargeable in fibe 

INQUESTS. 

Be it enacted, &c., as follows : 

The fees of the magistrate and the expenses of the 
inquisition in cases of fire, under the provisions of chapter 
three hundred and three of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, shall be the same as are provided 
by statute for similar services and expenses at coroners' 
inquests. Approved March 29, 1877. 



Fees and ex- 

Senses at fire 
iquesta to be 
the same as at 
coroners' in- 
quests. 



Chap. 86. 

Name changed. 



Amendment to 
1874, 66| S 1. 



An Act to change the name and purpose of the Massachu- 
setts ANGLERS' ASSOCIATION. 
Be it enacted, Sc, as follows : 

Section 1. The Massachusetts Anglers' Association 
shall hereafter be known by the name of The Massachu- 
setts Fish and Game Protective Association. 

Section 2. Section one of chapter sixty-six of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four is hereby 
amended by striking out all after the words ^and killing 
of," in the eighth line thereof, and insetting the following : 
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"Fish, shell-fish, bivalves and game ; the promotion of the 
culture of fish and game, and the introduction of new 
species and varieties of fish and game ; and to disseminate 
information relating thereto.** 
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 



Chap. 87, 



Ah Act to confirm the appointment of the clerk of the 

FIRST district COURT OF PLYMOUTH. 

Be it enacted, Sc, cw follows : 

Section 1. The appointment by the governor and Amwintment 
council in June in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- STerk ra^ed 
four of David L. Cowell, as clerk of the first district court •»>^«>"^*^- 
of Plymouth, is hereby ratified and confirmed, and all his 
acts and doings in that office since his said appointment 
are hereby made valid to all intents and purposes as if he 
had been appointed and qualified on or after the first day 
of July ia said year. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 

An Act to authorize the town of hingham to build and QJiaj). 88« 

MAINTA1K A ROAD AND DAM ACROSS BROAD COVE IN SAID TOWN ■^' 

AND TO JBXCLUDE THE TIDE THEREFROM. 

Be U enacted^ dbc., as follows : 

The town of Hingham is authorized, with the consent of May exclude 
the Hingham Wharf and Land Company, to build and BroSic^l^? 
maintain a road and dam across Broad Cove in said town 
and to exclude the tide therefrom. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 

Ah Act to authorize the hingham wharf and land company rfhar) 89 
IN the town of hingham to construct their dam so as to ■^* 

exclude the tide from the BASIN WITHIN THE DAM. 

Be it enacted, Ac., as follows : 

Chapter one hundred and forty of the acts of the year May exclude 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, entitled ** An Act in addi- b2S",rSS£^e 
tion to an Act to incorporate the Hingham Wharf and ^»™- 
Land Company in the town of Hingham," is hereby 
amended by adding to section two of said chapter the 
following words : — or said company is authorized to con- 
struct said dam with suitable flood-gates and sluice-ways 
80 as to exclude the tide from the basin within said dam. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 
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Chap* 90. An Act to appropriate the income op the compensation fund 

FOR BOSTON HARBOR. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 
Appropriatioii. The board of harbor commissioners is authorized to 
expend the " income of the compensation fund for Boston 
Harbor," for the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, 
for dredging, and the same is hereby appropriated. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 

Chap. 91. -^ Act making an appropriation for the re-survey op tbb 
Vharf lines of boston upper harbor. 

Be it enacted^ &c., as follows : 
Appropriation. There shall be allowed and paid out of the treasury of 
the Commonwealth, a sum not exceeding live thousand 
dollars, to be expended under the direction of the harbor 
commissioners for the re-survey of the wharf lines of Bos- 
ton Upper Harbor, Approved March 29, 1877. 

Chap, 92. An Act making additional appropriations for certain expend- 
^ itures authorized in eighteen hundred and seventy-six 

AND previous TEARS. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

AppropriaUon. Seotion 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are appro- 
priated, to be paid from the ordinary revenue, except in 
cases otherwise ordered, for the purposes specified herein, 
to wit : — 
s?**eanStr ^^^ Stationery, printing, etc., ordered by the sergeant- 

arms, at-arms, one hundred seventy-six dollars and thirty-nine 

cents. 
Electoral FoT Compensation and expenses of the electoral college, 

^ ^^' one hundred and eighty-nine dollars. 

Fees of wit- For fccs of witucsses before legislative committees, a 

nesses 

sum not exceeding two hundred dollars. 
Repairs at For rcpairs, improvements and furniture at the state 

ouse. ijQiise, a sum not exceeding one thousand two hundred and 

fifty dollars. 
Pemblrtons** expeuscs conuccted with house number thirty-three 

em e on q. p^jjj{jgpj.^,j Square, eight hundred fifty-four dollars and 

seventy-three cents. 
Term reporte. For term Tcports, OHc thousaud one hundred eighty-three 

dollars and fifty cents* 
G^^Stouoes* For printing and binding the supplement to the General 

Statutes, two hundred eighty-seven dollars and sixty-four 

cents. 
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For stereotyping, printing and binding the decennial £31Xi5?^ 
census and industrial statistics of the Commonwealth, a ^J{^^ , 
sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars. 

For the publication of the Provincial Statutes, a sum not |2S^ 
exceeding five thousand dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the railroad commission- '^^^^Jj^^ 
ers, two hundred ninety-three dollars and seventy-five ** 
cents. 

For expenses of the harbor commissioners, three hun- ^^^J^, 
dred eighty-six dollars and sixteen cents. ^ 

For incidental expenses of the board of agriculture, ^^^"'J.**' 
seventy four dollars and fifty-three cents. ^^^ *"*' 

For cxi>enses incurred in taking the decennial census OOTroa wad 
and industrial statistics of the Commonwealth, a sum not 8ua>uo«. 
exceeding six thousand five hundred dollars. 

For expenses incurred in fencing the camp-ground at f^^^^'- 
South Framingham, one thousand four hundred forty-three camp-ground. 
dollars and thirteen cents. 

For expenses attending coroners' inquests, a sum not ^^^ 
exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars. 

For expenses incurred in connection with the building TewfabMy 
for the insane at Tewksbury almshouse, one hundred '***' 
ninety-one dollars and eighty-six cents. 

From the appropriation made in eighteen hundred and fo^^******^* 
seventy-six for the contingent expenses of the state detect- 
ive force, there may be used a sum not exceeding three 
hundred and twenty-five dollars for the travelling expenses 
of said force. 

For expenses incun'ed in advertising meetings of legis- ^^mittMaof 
lative committees during the sessions of eighteen hundred i^iiAiature. 
and seventy- six, and of previous years, a sum not exceed- 
ing one hundced and twenty-five dollars, which shall be 
allowed and paid upon the approval of the chairman or 
secretary of such committees. 

Secttion 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 

As Act relatino to the reoobdikg of uens on buildings and Chap. 93. 

LANDS. 

Be it eiuKtedy Sc, ow follows : • 

Section 1. The statement provided for in section five sutemeatMd^ 
of chapter one hundred and fifty of the General Statutes, in registry of 
as amended by section two of chapter three hundred and ^**^ 
eighteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
aeventy-two, and the bond provided for in chapter three 

60 
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hundred and twenty-one of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four, shall be filed and recorded in 
the registry of deeds for the county or district in which 
the building or structure is situated to which said state- 
ment and bond relate, instead of being filed and recorded 
in the office of the clerk of the city or town in which such 
building or structure is situated. 

Section 2. Whenever such statement is filed in a 
registry of deeds the register shall not be required to 
record the items of the account therein contained further 
than to record the total amount claimed to be due. All 
statements filed under this act shall remain in the custody 
of the register for public inspection. 

Section 3. .The bond named in section one of this act 
may be taken from the registry of deeds by the obligee at 
any time after it has been recorded. 

Section 4. When it appears of record, in the court 
where a suit is pending for enforcing a lien under the pro- 
visions of chapter one hundred and fifty of the General 
Statutes, that the lien has been dissolved, it shall be the 
duty of the clerk of the court to forward to the register of 
deeds for the county or district in which such building or 
structure is situated, a certificate of the fact of such disso- 
lution and how the dissolution was made. The register 
shall file such certificate with the statemient named in sec- 
tions one and two of this act, and also make a record 
thereof with the record of said statement. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 

94. An Act fixing the times and places of holding sessions of 

THE probate court IN THE COUNTT OF BARNSTABLE. 

Be it enacted^ dc^ as follows : 

Section 1. Sessions of the probate court shall be held 
in each year in the county of Barnstable as follows : — At 
Barnstable, on the second Tuesdays of January, February, 
March, August, September and December, and on the 
third Tuesdays of April and June ; at Harwich, on the 
second Monday after the first Tuesday of May, and on the 
Monday after the third Tuesday of October ; at Wellfleet, 
on the third Tuesday of May and fourth Tuesday of Octo- 
ber ; at Provincetowri, on the Wednesday next after the 
third Tuesday of May, and the Wednesday next after the 
fourth Tuesday of October ; and at Falmouth, on the third 
Tuesday of November. 
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Section 2. Chapter two hundred and seventy-seven i^geai of 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine is ' 
hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 29, 1877. 
Ah Act fob the preservation and protection of birds, birds^ Ohap. 95. 

EQOS, DEER AND GAME. •^' 

Be U enacted^ Sc, as follows : 

Section 1. .Whoever in this Commonwealth takes or PreMr^Mttonof 
kills any woodcock, or any ruffed grouse commonly called ^vJSScock, 
partridge, between the first day of January and the first $^^'"* 
day of September in any year, or any quail between the 
first day of January in any year and the first day of Novem- 
ber following, or within the respective times aforesaid, 
sells, buys, has in his possession, or offers for sale any of 
said birds taken or killed within this Commonwealth, shall 
forfeit for every such bird twenty-five dollars. 

Section 2. Whoever in this Commonwealth takes or wood duck, 
kills any wood or Summer duck, black duck, or teal, ^^^l^ 
between the fifteenth day of April and the first day of 
September in any year, or within said time sells, buys, has 
io possession, or offers for sale any of said birds, shall for- 
feit for every such bird twenty-five dollars. 

Seotion 3. Whoever in this Commonwealth takes or upiaodpioyw. 
kills any Bartramian sandpiper, commonly called upland 
or field plover, between the first day of January and the 
fifteenth day of July in any year, or within said time sells, 
buys, or hai9 in his possession or offers for sale any of said 
iHrds, shall forfeit for every such bird ten dollars. 

Section 4. Whoever in this Commonwealth takes or undomertieatod 
kills at any season of the year any undomesticated birds wJdl o?pr5y, 
not named in the preceding sections of this act, except *^. 
birds of prey, crows, crow blackbirds, herons, bitterns, 
wild pigeons, jays, rail, Wilson's snipe, wild geese, plover, 
sandpiper, or any of the so called marsh, beach or shore 
birds, and such fresh- water or sea fowl as are not named 
in the preceding sections of this act, or wilfully destroys 
or disturbs the nests or eggs of any undomesticated birds, 
except the nests and eggs of birds of prey or crows, shall 
forfeit for every such offence ten dollars : provided^ that ProTiM. 
any person having a certificate from the Museum of Com- 
parative Zoology at Cambridge, the Massachusetts Agri- 
cultural College at Amherst, the Boston Society of Natural 
History, the Worcester Lyceum and Natural History 
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Society, the Peabody Academy of Science at Salem, or 
from any incorporated society of natural history or colleffe 
in the state, to the effect that he is engaged in the scientific 
study of ornithology, or is collecting in the interests of 
and for said institutions, or any one of them, may at any 
season of the year take or kill any undomesticated birds, 
or take their nests and eggs. 
2?^?^^t Section 5. Whoever in this Commonwealth at any 
fbrwudpigwM. season of the year takes, kills or destroys any game bird, 
except wild pigeons, by means of traps, snares, nets, or 
springes, or shoots at or kills any wild fowl or any of the 
so called shore, marsh, or beach birds, with or by the use 
of any battery, swivel or pivot gun, or by the use of any 
torch, jack or artificial light, shall forfeit for every such 
offence twenty-five dollars- 
Deer not to be Seotion 6. Whoever in this Commonwealth at any 
prior to'jaof 1, scasou of the year prior to the first day of January eighteen 
hundred and eighty, and whoever thereafter wards between 
the first day of December in any year and the first day of 
October following, takes or kills any deer (except his own 
tame deer kept on his own grounds) shall forfeit for every 
such offence one hundred dollars; and any person may 
kill any dog found chasing or hunting deer where the dog 
is used for that purpose with the knowledge of his owner 
or keeper ; and whoever, between the first day of March 
in any year and the first day of October following, takes 
or kills any gray squirrel, hare or rabbit, shall forfeit for 
every such offence ten dollars. 
^^Im^^S^ Section 7. Whoever in this Commonwealth at any 
«n* season of the year takes or kills any pinnated grouse, com- 

monly called prairie-chicken, unless upon ground owned 
by him, and grouse placed thereon by the owner, shall for- 
feit for every such bird twenty-five dollars : provided^ that 
any person may buy, sell, or have in possession quail 
and pinnated grouse, commonly called prairie-chicken, 
at any time, provided the same be not taken or killed 
in this Commonwealth contrary to the provisions of this 
act. 
FoMewionof SECTION 8. In all prosccutions under the provisions of 
cHma/adtf eri. this act, the Dossessiou bv any person or corporation of any 

denoetooonvlct. • i i i \ • j x» j ^ ^ j • 

gray squirrel, deer, or of birds mentioned as protected in 
this act, during the time within which the taking or killing 
of the same is prohibited, shall he prima facie evidence to 
convict under this act. 
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Section 9. All forfeitures accruing under this act shall Forfeiture*, 
be paid, one-half to the informant or prosecutor, and one- 
half to the city or town where the offence is committed. 

Section 10. Chapter three hundred and four of the Repeal of 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy, chapter ]?t\\^. 
three hundred and twenty of the acts of the year eighteen ifj}; tJ; 
hundred and seventy-one, chapters fifty-seven and seventy- ^*^*» "2. 
seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
four, and chapter one hundred and seventy-two of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five are hereby 
repealed. Approved March 31, 1877. 

Ah Act giving stable-keepers a lien upon hobses fob their Chap. 96. 

CHARGES. ^ * 

Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. Stable-keepers shall have a lien on the Lien upon 
horses brought by, or with the consent of, the owners keepi!lg*wid 
thereof to their stables for all proper charges due for keep- ^»'^*°«- 
iog and boarding such horses, and the lieu may be enforced 
as provided in sections twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty- 
tiiree, twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-seven 
and twenty-eight of chapter one hundred and fifty-one of 
the General Statutes. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 31, 1877. 

Am Act relating to the dissolution of certain attachments Chap. 97. 

BY trustee process. 

Be U enacted, Ac., as follows : 

Section 1. Any person or corporation having an inter- Attachmenteby 
est, by assignment or otherwise, in money or credits maybe^.^'^ 
attached by trustee process in an action against another, J^nd?^^**^^ 
may at any time before final judgment dissolve such attach- 
ment or any part thereof by giving bond, in a sum not 
exceeding the damages demanded, with sufficient sureties, 
to be approved by the plaintiff or his attorney in writing, 
or by a master in chancery, with condition to pay to the 
plaintiff the sum to which the bond applies and for which 
the trustee may be charged, if any, not exceeding the value . 
of the property in his bands, or so much thereof as will 
satisfy the amount recovered by the plaintiff, within thirty 
days after final judgment or anj' special judgment entered 
in accordance with the provisions of section one of chapter 
sbcty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five. If there are several trustees such bond may 
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such action from dbsolving such attachment in the manner 
provided by law. 

Section 2. The provisions of sections two and four of 
chapter two hundred ninety-one of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy, relating to notice, hearing, 
fees, and the filing of the bond, shall apply to bonds given 
by virtue hereof. Upon the filing of the bond the trustee 
may deliver to the person by whom or in whose behalf as 
principal such bond is given, the money or other thing in 
his hands, or that part thereof to which the bond applies, 
and shall not be liable to the plaintiff therefor, after such 
payment, and no execution shall issue against him there- 
for. No action on such bond shall be maintc;ined if com- 
menced after the expiration of six years from the date 
thereof. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 31, 1877. 

An Act to incorporate the onset bat obove associatiok. 
Be it enacted^ &c,, as follows: 

Section 1. H. S. Williams, H. B. Storer, George 
Hosmer, E. Gerry Brown, John H. Smith, H. H. Brig- 
ham, W. W. Currier, B. F. Gibbs, W. F. Nye, their asso- 
ciates and successors, are hereby made a corporation by 
the name of the Onset Bay Grove Association to be estab- 
lished and located in the town of Wareham, for the purpose 
of holding personal property and real estate, where a wharf, 
hotel and other public buildings may be erected, and build- 
ing lots sold or leased for the erection of private residences 
or cottages, under such rules and regulations as the asso- 
ciation may prescribe ; and with all the powers and privi- 
leges, and subject to all the restrictions, duties and liabil- 
ities set forth in all general laws which now are or may 
hereafter be in force and applicable to such corporations. 

Section 2. Said association shall be a joint-stock com- 
pany, with a capital of not less than twenty-five hundred 
nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars, divided into 
shares of fifty dollars each. 

Section 3. All buildings, booths or other structures 
erected on or attached to the grounds of the association, 
shall for the purposes of taxation be considered real estate 
and taxable in the town of Wareham. 
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Section 4. It shall be the duty, of the officers or agent Listof ownem 
of the said association, annually on or before the twentieth befumi^Mito 
day of May, to furnish to the assessors of the town of "»«^"- 
Wareham a true list of the names and residences of all 
owners of buildings or other taxable property erected upon 
the grounds of the association ; and in default of such inform- 
ation the assessors of said town may tax such property 
to the association. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved March 31, 1877. 

Ah Act in addition to an act to supply toe village of attle- QJ^^j^ 99 

BOBOUOH with WATER FOR THE EXTINGUISHMENT OF FIRES, AND -^* * 

FOB OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be U enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1 . The Attleborough water-supply district May israe 
may issue bonds to an amount not exceeding six thousand 
dollars, bearing interest payable semi-annually, at a rate 
not exceeding seven per centum per annum, in addition to 
the amount now authorized by law, the principal payable 
at periods not more than thirty years from the date thereof; 
said bonds to be issued and disposed of in the manner and 
for the purposes specified in section five of chapter two 
hundred and seventy-one of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and sevepty-three. 

Section 2. Said district shall raise by taxation annu- May raise 
aDy a sum which with the income derived from the water- SJSS^nL pay 
rates shall be sufficient to pay the current annual expenses 2J£J2S" ^^ 
of operating its water works and the interest accruing on 
the bonds issued by said district. 

Section 3. Said district is further authorized upon a Mayniie 
two-thirds vote of its legal voters, present and voting at a J^te/pJpSjJtc! 
meeting called for that purpose, to raise by taxation any 
sum of money for the purpose of extending its water-pipes 
and providing the necessary fixtures connected therewith, 
not exceeding two thousand dollars in any one year. 

Section 4. Said district shall raise annually by tax- sinUngftiDd 
ation a sum sufficient to make the necessary annual contri- uSi^t ^^^ 
botions to a sinking fund, which shall be established for 
the redemption at maturity of the bonds issued by the 
district. And said sinking fund, with its accumulations, 
ahaU be held, managed and invested by three commission- oommiadonen. 
ers, who shall be elected by ballot at a regular meeting of 
the voters of suid district called for the purpose, one for a 
term of one year, one for a term of two years, and one for 
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a term of three years from the next succeeding annual dis- 
trict meeting of said voters ; after which first election, one 
of said commissioners, as the terms expire, shall be elected 
for the term of three years, at the annual meeting of said 
district. Any vacancy in said office may be filled at a 
regular meeting of the voters of the district called for the 
purpose, and said commissioners shall render to said dis- 
trict, at its annual meeting, a full statement of the con- 
dition of said fund. 
]^^lnd Section 5. Whenever a tax is duly voted by said 

towS^fficers district, the clerk shall render a certified copy of the 
when duly voted rccord to the asscssors of the town of Attleborough, who 
^ ^ shall proceed within thirty days to assess the same, in the 
same manner, in all respects, as town taxes are by law 
required to be assessed. The assessment shall be com- 
mitted to one of the town collectors, who shall collect said 
tax in the same manner as is provided for the collection of 
school-district taxes, and shall deposit the proceeds thereof 
with the town treasurer* 
^mm ((8.4 Section 6. So much of sections three and four of 
* * ' chapter two hundred and seventy-one of the acts of the 

year eighteen hundred and seventy-three as is inconsistent 
with this act, is hereby repealed. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect.upon its passage. 

Approved March 31, 1877. 

Chap, 100 An Act to authorize the city of newton to widen, deepen 

AND straighten THE CHANNEL OF CHEESE CAKE BROOK, AND 
TO DRAIN THE LANDS ADJACENT THERETO. 

' Be it enacted^ Ac., as follows : 

^pra btSoY* Section 1. The city of Newton is hereby authorized, 

of'£52^*** by such agents or commissioners as the city council thereof 

**** may appoint, from time to time, to widen, deepen and 

straighten the channel of Cheese Cake Brook, so called, in 

any portion thereof between its source and its outlet in 

Charles River in said city, and to drain the lands abutting 

thereupon and adjacent thereto ; and for that purpose to 

enter upon and use any part of such lands, and to take 

therefrom any stones, timber, earth or other material, so 

far as the same may be convenient and useful in effecting 

such improvement of said brook and lands ; and said city 

having commenced to make said improvement, shall use 

reasonable diligence to complete the same. 

BMiagw. Section 2. The city of Newton shall be liable to pay 

all damages that shall be sustained by any persons in their 
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property, by any doings under this act ; and the board of 
mayor and aldermen of said city shall award such damages 
to, and assess such portion, not exceeding one-half, of 
the cost and expense of making said improvement, upon 
the owner or owners of such lands, whether known or 
unknown, as they shall deem just and equitable ; and such Bettennents. 
assessments shall be in proportion to the immediate benefit 
of said improvement to such lands, and there shall be 
deducted therefrom in each case the amount of damages, 
if any, awarded as aforesaid. 

Section 3. All assessments made under this act shall AijM«n«ati 
constitute a lien upon the real estate, relative to the nponett^. 
increased value of which said assessments are made, to be 
enforced in the same manner, with like charges for cost 
and interest, and with the same right of redemption, as 
provided by law for the collection of taxes upon real estate ; 
and all said assessments remaining unpaid shall draw inter- 
est from the time when the same became due and payable 
until the time of payment. 

Section 4. Any such award or assessment which is BrrowinMjM*. 
invalid by reason of any en*or or irregularity in the making Sirected^ 
thereof, or which has been recovered back, may be re-made 
by said board, and shall have the same effect and may be 
enforced or resisted in the same manner and with the same 
effect as the original award or assessment, if the same had 
been properly made. 

Section. 5. Any person aggrieved by the doings of l^^JJSii 
said board, either in awarding or refusing to award dam- SawtriS^ 
ages, or in making assessments as aforesaid, may apply by ^^^' 

Setition to the superior court in and for the county of Mid- 
lesex, filed in term time or vacation, within six months 
after the proceedings complained of; and after due notice 
to the city aforesaid, a trial shall be had at the bar of 
said court in the same manner and subject to the same 
rales and provisions of law applicable to the trial of simi- 
lar civil causes ; and if the same shall be tried by a jury 
the court may order the jury to view the place in ques- 
tion at the request of either party. If the court or jury 
shall increase the award or reduce the assessment com- 
plained of, the petitioner shall recover costs against the 
city, otherwise the city shall recover costs against the 
petitioner; and said costs may be deducted from the 
amount, if any, recovered by the opposing party or a 
separate execution may issue therefor as the court may 
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order. Final judgments recovered by the city shall, for 
the space of one year thereafter, constitute a lien and 
may be enforced in the same manner and to the same 
extent in all respects as provided in regard to original 
assessments in the third section of this act. 
Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Ajyproved March 31, 1877. 
Chap. 101 An Act RELATma to sPEaAL contbacts betwekn persons and 

CORPORATIONS AND THEIR SEBTANTS, EMPLOYES AND WORKMEN. 

Be it enacted^ <ftc., as follows : 

2?SStS>™r». Section 1. No person or corporation shall by any 

U^jfA «'«•» ^^ special contract with his or its servants, employes or work- 

jnrytoservanu, men, cxempt himsclf OT itscIf from any liability which he 

made°^ OT it might othcrwise be under to them for injuries suffered 

by them in their employment, where such injuries result 

from such person's or corporation's own negligence or the 

ne<rligence of other servants, employes or workmen : pro^ 

ProTiM. videdy howeveTy that nothing in Uiis act shall be construed 

as creating any right or liability not now existing by law. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 3, 1877. 

Chap* 102 An Act requiring administrators, executors, guardians A2n> 

TRUSTEES TO RENDER THEIR ACCOUNTS ANNUALLY. 

Be it enacted^ <ftc., ca follows : 
^^^!^^ Every administrator, executor, guardian and trustee, 
rendw mooi^u now required by law to render an account of his trust in 
^*"^' the probate court, shall render to that court his account 

relative to the estate in his hands at least once a year, and 
at such other times as shall be required by said court until 
**«»^*^- his trust shall be ful611ed : provided y however, that the 

judge of probate may upon application of any administra- 
tor, executor, guardian or trustee, excuse him from ren- 
dering an account in any year if satisfied that it is not 
necessary or expedient that such account be rendered. 

Approved April 3, 1877. 

Chap. 103 An Act to incorporate the cmcoPEE water compant. 
Be it enacted^ <ftc., as follows : 

oorponton. SECTION 1. Charlcs McClallau, William C. McClallan, 

Emerson Gay lord, Erastus Stebbins, John A. Denison 
and Chauncy H. Hyde, their associates and successors. 

Name and arc hereby made a corporation by the name of the Chicopee 

piupoM. Water Company, for the purpose of furnishing the inhab- 
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itants of the centre village of Chicopee with pure water for 
the extinguishmeut of fires, domestic and other purposes ; 
with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth in all general 
laws which now are or hereafter may be in force applicable 
to such corporations. 

Section 2. Said corporation may take, hold and con- ifaytakeana 
vey to, into and through the said village the waters of^^^^y^^^- 
springs and brooks in and upon a certain parcel of land in 
Springfield, bounded and described as follows, to wit: 
easterly by the Chicopee Falls Road, so called ; southerly 
by the Morgan Road, so called ; westerly and northerly by 
L#iBerty Street and the boundary line between Chicopee 
and Springfield; and may take and hold by purchase or if ay take and 
otherwise any real estate necessary for the preservation ^^^^ ""*** *"*"' 
and purity of the same, or for forming any dams or reser- 
voirs to hold the same, and for laying and maintaining 
aqueducts and pipes for distributing the waters so taken 
and held, and may lay its water-pipes through any private 
lands, with the right to enter upon the same and dig therein 
for the purpose of making all necessary repairs ; and for 
the purpose aforesaid may carry its pipes under any street, 
highway or other way in such manner as not to obstruct 
the same ; and may, under the direction of the board of 
selectmen, enter upon and dig up any road or way for the 
purpose of laying or repairing its aqueducts, pipes or 
other works ; and in general may do any other acts and 
things necessary, convenient or proper for carrying out 
the purposes of this act. 

~ Section 3. Said corporation shall, within sixty days to me in i . 
after the taking of any land under this act, file in the d^^npu^of 
registry of deeds of the county of Hampden a description ^e»»°dt^«- 
of any land so taken, sufiSciently accurate for identification, 
and state the purpose for which it is taken ; and the title 
of land so taken shall vest in said corporation. Any per- 
son injured in any of his property by any of the acts of 
said corporation, and failing to agree with said corporation 
as to the amount of damages, may have them assessed and 
determined in the manner provided when land is taken for 
highways. 

Section 4. Said corporation may distribute the water May eaubuah 
tiiToughout said village, may establish and fix from time '*■***' "*^ 
to time rates for the use of said water and collect the same 
by suits or otherwise, and may make such contracts with 
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the town of Chicopee, the Chicopee Central Fire District, 
or with individuals, to supply water for fire and other pur- 
poses, as may be agreed on by said town, district or 
individuals and said corporation. 
BMiandper. SECTION 5. Said Corporation for the purposes set forth 
■oDAi e»ute. .^ ^j^.g ^^^ ^^y j^^j^ ^^^j ^^ J personal estate not exceeding 

in amount fifty thousand dollars in value, and the whole 

capital stock shall not exceed seventy-five thousand dollars, 

to be divided into shares of one hundred dollars each. 

S^S'^iatcr Section 6. If any person shall use any of said water 

orrenderilgthe taken uudcr this act, without the consent of said corpora- 

Mine Impure. ^.^^^ ^^ gj^^jj ^j^Q^Q^jy qj, maliciously divcrt the water or 

any part thereof so taken, or corrupt the same or render 
it impure, or destroy or injure any dam, aqueduct, pipe, 
conduit, hydrant, machinery or other works or property 
held, owned or used by said corporation under the authority 
of and for the purposes of this act, he shall forfeit and pay 
to said corporation three times the amount of damages 
assessed therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort ; and 
on conviction of either of the wanton or malicious acts afore- 
said, may be punished by a fine not exceeding three hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not exceeding one year. 
M&yjDiirehaee SECTION. 7. Said Corporation may purchase from the 
aqu^uctnow ^^^^^ ^^ owncrs of any aqueduct now used in furnishing 
water to the inhabitants of said village, his or their whole 
water right, estate, property and privileges, and by such 
purchase shall become entitled to all the rights and priv- 
ileges and subject to all the duties and liabilities appertain- 
ing and belonging to such owner or owners. 
TownofChico- SECTION 8. The towu of Chicopec shall have the right 
5KJ?«t mT at any time, during the continuance of the charter hereby 
**"•• granted, to purchase the corporate property and all the 

rights and privileges of said company at the actual cost of 
the same, or at such a price as may be mutually agreed 
upon between said corporation and the said town of Chic- 
opee ; and the said corporation is authorized to make sale 
S* twS^thSS* ^^ ^^^ same. This authority to purchase said franchise 
▼ote. and property is granted on condition that the same is 

assented to by said town by a two-thirds vote of the voters 
present and voting thereon at any annual meeting, or at 
a legal meeting called for that purpose. 
pSSd^^"" Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage, 
(wo yean. and shall become void unless the work of introducing said 
water into said village is completed within two years. 

Approved April 3, 1877. 
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AK Act ATTTHORIZINa THE TOWN OF SHERBORN TO APPROPRIATE QJiap. 104 
MONET IN AID OF SAWIN AOADEaiT. 

Be U enacted^ Sc,, as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Sherborn is hereby authorized ^^SJ'CTJl'f* 
to appropriate and grant a sum of money not exceeding sawin Academy. 
eight thousand dollars, to the trustees of Sawin Academy, 
to be used by them in payment in part of the expenses 
incurred in erecting and furnishing the academy build* 
ing. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved AprU 4, 1877. 

An Act concerning the amount of capital stock of street (Jhap. 105 

RAILWAY CORPORATIONS OUTSIDE OF CITIES. 

Be U eruicted^ <fcc., ew follows : 

Section 1. Section two of chapter twenty-nine of the Amendmtntto 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four is so ^*^^®»5*- 
far amended that articles of association may be filed to 
biild a street railway outside of any incorporated city, 
when capital stock to the amount of twenty-five hundred 
dollars has been actually subscribed and in good faith paid 
in for each mile of the railway proposed to be built by 
such corporation. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 6, 1877. 



Chap. 106 



Ah Act in relation to costs in cases of partition of lands. 
Be it enacled, dfec, as follows : 

Section 1. Section forty-four of chapter one hundred J^^******' 
and thirty-six of the' General Statutes is amended by G.B.i»e.«44. 
striking out therein the words "by the petitioner," and 
inserting instead thereof the words *Mn such manner as 
the court shall direct." 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 6, 1877. 

An Act to amend an act entitled an act to reduce the QJuzp, 107 

EXPENSES AND INCREASE THE EFFICIENCY OF THE MILITIA. -^ 

Be ii enacted, Ac., as follows : 

Section 1. The title of chapter two hundred and four miiwiu 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six iw».»4, 
is hereby amended by striking out the words ^ increase 
the efficiency of," and inserting instead thereof the word 
** reorganize." 
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S^sJhSS^to* Section 2. Immediately upon the passage of this act 
be iaaaed. the adjutaot-geiieral shall issue and forward, to every officer 
of the militia who has been discharged under the provi- 
sions of chapter two hundred and four of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, new certificates of 
discharge expressed in compliance with the provisions of 
this act. Approved April 6, 1877, 

Chap. 108 An Act AMENDma an act to protect the shobes and beaches in 

SCITUAIB. 

Be U enacted, <j^., cts follows : 

Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred and 
six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
three is amended by inserting after the word ^ Scituate," 
the words ^ except Bassing Beach." 

Section 2. Any person who shall take or remove by 
land or water from Bassing Beach any material composing 
said beach, unless with the approval of the harbor com- 
missioners, shall for each oifence be punished by a fine not 
less than twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment in jail for a term not exceed- 
ing two months. 

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 6, 1877. 

109 An Act to amend chapter one hundred and three op the acts 
of the tear eighteen hundred and seventy-six, concerning 
the taking op fish in north river in the countt op plymouth. 

Be U enacted, Sc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred and 
three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
six is hereby amended by striking out after the words 
•* North River" in the second line the words, "or any of 
its tributaries." 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 6, 1877, 

. 110 An Act to prohibit the seining of fish in watuppa pond in 

FALL river and WESTPORT. 

Be it enacted, <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. No person phall set, draw or use any seine, 
net or trawl for the purpose of taking fish of any kind in 
the Watuppa Pond or any inlet or outlet thereof in Fall 
Eiver or Westport. 
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SECTnoN 2. Any person violating this act, or buying, P«j>«e» «»* 
selling or having in possession any fish so taken, shall on 
conviction thereof pay a fine of not less than ten dollars 
nor more than fifty dollars, with forfeiture of boats, nets 
and apparatus used in such taking, to be recovered before 
any court of competent jurisdiction ; one-half of said fine 
and forfeiture to be paid to the person making the com- 
plaint and the remainder to the Commonwealth. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 6, 1877. 
Ah Act to extend the time wrrmN which the inhabitants of Chap. Ill 

PITTSFIELD MAT VOTE UPON THE ACCEPTANCE OP THEIB CITY 
CHARTER. 

Be U enacted^ Sc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section thirty-six of chapter one hundred J^rToSI^tl^ 
and sixty-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and acceptance of 
seventy- five is hereby amended, so that the vote of the *^ "^'^* 
inhabitants of Pittsfield, therein provided for, may be taken 
on or before the first day of May in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-nine. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 6, 1877. 
Ah Act to authorize the metropolitan railroad company to Chap. 112 

ISSUE BONDS. 

Be U enacted, Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The Metropolitan Railroad Company is May 
hereby authorized to issue bonds to an amount and in the ^°^* 
manner provided for the issue of bonds by railroad corpo- 
rations in sections forty-nine, fifty, fifty-one and fifty-two 
of chapter three hundred and seventy-two of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four and chapter 
one hundred and seventy of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-six ; the provisions of which several 
sections and act shall be applicable to the Metropolitan 
Bailroad Company ; but no bonds issued under the author- 
ity herein given, shall be issued payable at a period prior 
to the time of payment of the bonds issued by said corpo- 
ration under the provisions of chapter forty-six of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 6, 1877. 
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Chap. 113 -^ Act to authorizb the use op steam as a motive poweb upoh 

BRANCHES OF THE BOSTON AND LOWELL RAILROAD IN TUB aTT OF 
LOWELL. 

Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 
S3°L"SouVe ^^ much of section five of chapter one hundred and 
SSmSiSof eighty-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
Boston and forty-scveu, and of section four of chapter one hundred 
road^in the and tweuty-seveu of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
cityofLow6iL ^^^ fifty-six, as provides that in no case shall steam be 
used as a motive power upon the branches of the railroad 
of the Boston and Lowell Railroiid Corporation, therein 
specified, is hereby repealed; but steam shall not be so 
used as a motive power upon said branches within the* 
yard of any manufacturing corporation in the city of 
Lowell, without the written consent of the agent of such 
corporation. Approved April 6. 1877. 

Chap. 114 An Act to authorize the building op a wokksuop at the 

JAIL OP THE COUNTY OP BERKSHIRE. 

Be U enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

2iybuifdw!Ii. Section !• The county commissioners of the county 

•bopatthejau. of Berkshire are hereby authorized, in their discretion, to 

build a workshop to be used in connection with the jail 

. and house of correction of said county, at an expense not 

exceeding seven thousand dollars, and to borrow money for 

that purpose, if necessary, on the credit of said county. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 6, 1877. 

Chap. 115 An Act to authorize the wearing op side-arms bt the 

VETERAN ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION OP AMESBURY AND SALISBURY. 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 
'^ilmt^^ '^^^ Veteran Artillery Association of Amesbury and 
Salisbury is hereby authorized to parade in public with 
side-arms. Approved April 6, 1877. 

Chap. 116 An Act to amend section one op chapter two hundred and 
tiiikty-pour op the acts op the year eighteen hundred and 
porty-seven, establishing regulations concerning boston 

HARBOR. 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 
mTalTTi*** Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred and 
thirty-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
forty-seven, is hereby amended by striking out the words 
*' easterly side of Tuttle's Wharf" and inserting instead 
thereof the words ^ Meridian Street Bridge." 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 9, 1877. 
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Ak Act to amend certain acts concerning the mLiTiA. Chap. 117 
Be it enacted, &c,, as follows : 
Section 1. The maximum number of commissioned ^"™^'S5 „^^ 

, , , offlceri ana men 

officers and enlisted men m companies of artillery or avowed to a 
cavalry when not attached to a battalion shall be eighty- ^^"p*"^- 
four, and the minimum sixty-four. The minimum number 
of commissioned officers and enlisted men in companies of 
infantry shall be thirty-nine, and in companies of artillery 
and cavalry when attached sixty. 

Section 2. No election of officers shall be ordered in Eiecuonof 
any company hereafter organized unless there shall have ^ ^"* 
been enlisted therein, if for a company of infantry at least 
Uiirty-six men and if for a company of cavalry or artillery 
at least sixty men. 

Section 3. No uniforms, arms, equipments or military uniforms, armi 
supplies shall be 'issued to or for the use of any company *" ®«"P™«°t«- 
unless the said company shall have at least the minimum . 
number of commissioned officers and enlisted men pre- 
scribed by law. 

Section 4. Instead of the pay and allowances pro- compenaauon 
vided by section one hundred and twenty-five, chapter oSiSro^d* 
three hundred and twenty of the acts of the year eighteen P'»y»°««^«- 
hundred and seventy-four, for the special duties performed 
by mustering officers and paymasters, there shall hereafter 
be allowed and paid to such officers the sum of twelve dol- 
lars and fifty cents per annum for each company in the ' 
command to which they are attached, such allowance to be 
paid quarterly. 

Section 5. The commander-in-chief may authorize ifoetingftof 
brigade commanders to call meetings of their staiST officers, brigade, for ^ 
the field officers, adjutants and captains of unattached com- *"»^<^<>^ 
panies of their commands at some convenient place within 
the limits of their brigades, six times in each year, for 
instruction in tactics and the customs of the sei*vice ; but 
nothing in this act shall be construed as allowing any com- 
pensation for attendance at such meetings. When such 
meetiogs are authorized, the quartermaster-general shall 
provide the necessary transportation for all officers attend- 
ing such meetings at rates already established by law, 
whenever the distance travelled shall exceed five miles. 

Section 6. Any man who may have received an honor- Re-eniistment 
able discharge from the volunteer militia by reason of the ex- SSL^^"^^** 
piration of his term of service may i*e-enlist and be mustered 
in for a term of one, two or three years, as he may elect. 
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Section 7. The commander-in-chief may authorize the 
use of mounted bands upon occasions of escort duty. 

Section 8. To each sepai*ate cadet corps and battalion 
of infantry and cavalry there shall be allowed one assist- 
ant surgeon with the rank of first lieutenant. 

Section 9. There shall be allowed to each brigade, to 
be recruited by the brigadier-general commanding, the 
following non-commissioned officers who shall be mustered 
in and receive the same pay and allowances as non-com- 
missioned staff officers of infantry, except that the bugler 
and color-bearer shall be mounted and receive the pay and 
allowances of non-commissioned staff officers of mounted 
commands, viz. : — one brigade sergeant-major, one brigade 
quartermaster-sergeant, one brigade hospital steward, as 
assistants respectively in the departments of the assist- 
ant adjutant-general, assistant quartermaster and medical 
director; one brigade bugler, one brigade color-bearer 
and two brigade sergeants as clerks. 

Section 10. Instead of the drum-major authorized to 
battalions, there may be enlisted in battalions of artillery 
or cavalry, one chief bugler, and there may be enlisted in 
such battalions of artillery or cavalry, two guidons, all of 
whom shall be mustered in and reeeive the pay and allow- 
ances of non-commissioned staff officers of mounted com- 
mands. 

Section 11. Transportation for the volunteer militia 
may be furnished in kind by the quartermaster-general, 
and when so furnished the allowance for transportation 
otherwise provided for in chapter three hundred and twenty 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four 
shall not be paid, and no allowance shall at any time be 
paid for transportation not actually employed, nor to 
mouated officers and enlisted men when transported by 
means of horses provided by the state. 

Section 12. The commander-in-chief may confer the 
powers of judge advocate-general or of judge advocate 
upon any officer serving with troops, or may order military 
offences to be tried as provided in the United States 
service, 

Sectiqn 13. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 14. This act shall take effect on the first day 
of the calendar month next succeeding its passage. 

Approved April 10, 1877. 
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An Act to amend chapter two hundred and four of the (Jhap. 118 

ACTS of the year EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX, CON- ■^' 

CERNING THE MILITIA, BY TEMPORARILY ADDING ONE COMPANY 
OF INFANTRY. 

Be U enacted^ Ac.^ as follows : 

The commander-in-chief is hereby authorized to grant Ad^iuoma^ 
authority under the petition of Charles F. A. Francis and mmSS'Siowed. 
others, to recruit one company of infantry, and the same 
shall be mustered into the active militia whenever they 
shall have been approved for efficiency and character by 
the commander-in-chief. The number of infantry companies 
heretofore established may be increased to sixty-one when- 
ever the commander-in-chief shall accept the said company, 
hut the number of companies of infantry shall again be 
reduced to sixty, whenever any company of infantry shall 
be disbanded under section six of chapter two hundred and 
four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
six. Approved April 10, 1877. 

An Act to amend an act in relation to the construction of Chap. 119 

FISH-WEIRS. 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 

Chapter fifty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ^^"^^^"JJ^,^ 
fifty-six is hereby amended by adding the following sec- regulated. 
tion : Section 4. No person shall construct or maintain 
any fish-weir within the tide-waters of this Commonwealth 
unless authorized in the manner set forth in the first sec- 
tion of this act, or from any island within said tide-waters 
without authority in writing from the mayor and aldermen 
of every city, and the selectmen of every town, distant not 
over two miles from said island. Any person who shall Penalty. 
construct or maintain any weir in violation of the provi- 
sions of this section shall forfeit the sum of ten dollars for 
each day he shall maintain such weir, to be recovered in 
any court of competent jurisdiction to the use of apy cities 
or towns, from the mayor and aldermen or selectmen of 
which he ought to have obtained the authority aforesaid, 
and shall also be liable to be indicted therefor and to be 
enjoined therefrom. Approved April 10, 1877. 

Ah Act relating to the returns from county and city prisons. Chap, 12Cr 
Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. All acts and parts of acts requiring the ^e^e^^JJ^'/f^pri.. 
sberiflfs of the several counties of the Commonwealth, the on«tobemadeto 
masters or keepers of the jails and houses of correction ^prisons." ^ 
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within the Commonwealth, and the directors of public 
institutions in the city of Boston, to make periodical 
returns to the board of state charities or its secretary, 
relative to prisoners in their charge or under their control, 
are hereby repealed ; and reports from the several county 
and city prisons shall hereafter be made to the commis- 
sioners of prisons in accordance with the provisions of 
chapter two hundred and sixty-four of the acts of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four. That the 
reports and returns made in pursuance of said chapter may 
be properly compiled for presentation to the legislature, 
the commissioners of prisons are hereby authorized to 
expend not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars for 
blanks, and not exceeding seven hundred dollars annually 
for clerical assistance. 
Bspe9L Section 2. All acts and parts of acts requiring the 

secretary of the board of state charities to furnish blanks for 
periodical returns from the jails, houses of correction and 
SSTofrtate ^^® house of iudustry are hereby repealed ; but the warden 
chariuei. of the State prison and the master of the state workhouse 

shall continue to make such returns and reports as may be 
required by the board of state charities. And said board 
and its secretary shall have free access to the returns made 
to the commissioners of prisons from the county and city 
prisons. 
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 10, 1877. 

Chap. 121 An Act to incorpobate the athol water company. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

Corporators. SECTION 1. Robert Wiley, Adin H. Smith, Solon L. 

Wiley and Charles Field, their associates and successors, 
are hereby made a corporation by the name of the Athol 
Water Company, for the purpose of furnishing the inhab- 

dSue"*"^ itants of Athol with pure water; with the powers and 
privileges, and subject to the duties, restrictions and lia- 
bilities set forth in the general laws which now are or may 
hereafter be in force relating to such corporations. 

May take and SECTION 2. Said corporatiou for the purpose aforesaid 

convey water In iiiii t» mi -i * t.r -i 

town of Athol. may take and hold the waters of Thousand- Acre Meadow 
Brook, Wellington Brook, Cut-Throat Brook and Powers 
or Bates Brook, in the towns of Pbillipston and Petersham, 
and may convey the same through said towns into and 
through the town of Athol or any part thereof; and may 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1877.— Chapter 121. 485 

take and hold, by purchase or otherwise, such land on and 
around the margin of said brooks, not exceeding five rods 
in width, as may be necessary to secure the purity of the 
water; and may also take .and hold, in like manner, such May take and 
land as may bo necessary for constructing any reservoir, ^^^ ^*°^ 
for erecting and maintaining dams, embankments and 
gate-houses, and for laying down and maintaining conduits, 
pipes and drains, and constructing aqueducts, hydrants and 
other works for collecting, conducting and distributing 
water among the said inhabitants. Said corporation shall, J^*'®*"'^- 
within ninety days after taking such lands, file in the reg- dMcrlpUo^n of * 
istry of deeds in the county of Worcester a description of ^«^'^^^^- 
the lands so taken, suflSciently accurate for identification, 
together with a statement of the purposes for which said 
lands are taken, signed by the president of said corpo- 
ration. 

Section 3. Said corporation may construct one or icayoonatruct 
more permanent aqueducts, from any of the sources before *^"®^'*®^ 
mentioned, into and through said town of Athol, and have 
and maintain the same by any works suitable therefor ; 
may erect and maintain dams to raise and retain the waters 
therein ; may make and maintain reservoirs ; may make 
and establish public fountains and hydrants in such places 
as it may from time to time deem proper, a^d prescribe 
the purposes for which they may be used, and may 
change and discontinue the same ; may distribute the water 
throughout the town of Athol ; may regulate the use and May estabiiah 
establish the price or rent therefor ; may for the purposes '^*^®"*^- 
aforesaid convey and conduct its conduits, pipes and drains 
over or under any water-course, street, turnpike road, rail- 
road, highway or other way, in such manner as to cause 
the least possible hindrance to the travel thereon, and may 
for such purposes enter upon and dig up any such road, 
street or other way, under the direction of the selectmen 
of the town in which the same is done. 

Section' 4. Any person or corporation injured in prop- Asaesement 
erty under this act and failing to agree with said corpora- ^' <i*°^»8«"- 
tion as to the amount of damages may have them assessed 
in the manner provided by law with respect to land taken 
for highways ; but no application shall be made to the 
county commissioners for the assessment of damages for 
the taking of water-rights, until the water is actually taken 
or diverted by said corporation. Any person whose water- 
rights are thus taken may so apply at any time within three 
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years from the time when the water is actually taken or 
diverted. 

Section 5, Said corporation for the purposes aforesaid 
may hold real estate not exceeding in value thirty thousand 
dollars, and its capital stock shall not exceed eighty thou- 
sand dollars, to be divided into shares of one hundred 
dollars each. 

Section 6. If any person shall use any of said water 
taken under this net, without the consent of said corpora- 
tion, or shall wantonly or maliciously divert the water or 
any part thereof so taken, or corrupt the same or render 
it impure, or destroy or injure any dam, aqueduct, pipe, 
conduit, hydrant, machinery or other works or property 
held, owned or used by said corporation under the author- 
ity of and for the purposes of this act, he shall forfeit and 
pay to said corporation three times the amount of damages 
assessed therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort; 
and on conviction of either of the wanton or malicious 
acts aforesaid may be punished by a fine not exceeding 
three hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not 
exceeding one year. 

Section 7. Said corporation may purchase from the 
owner or owners of any aqueduct now used in furnishing 
water to the inhabitants of said town of Athol, his or their 
whole water-right, estate, property and privileges, and by 
such purchase shall become entitled to all the rights and 
privileges and subject to all the liabilities and duties apper- 
taining and belonging to such owner or owners. 

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 10, 1877. 

Chap. 122 An Act to supply the town of hopeinton with water. 

Be it enacted^ <fec., as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Hopkinton is hereby author- 
ized to supply itself and its inhabitants with pure water to 
extinguish fires, generate steam, and for domestic and 
other uses, and may establish public fountains and hydrants, 
and regulate their use, and may discontinue the same, and 
may collect such rents as may be fixed for the use of such 
water. 

Section 2. Said town for the purposes aforesaid may 
take and hold the water, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, of any springs, natural ponds or brooks within 
the limits of said town ; and may convey said waters or 
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any part thereof into and through said town ; and may also 
lake and hold by purchase or otherwise, all necessary 
lands for raising, holding, flowing, diverting, conducting 
and preserving such waters, and conveying the same to 
any and all parts of said town ; and may erect thereon 
proper dams, reservoirs, buildings, fixtures and other 
structures, and make excavations and embankments, and 
procure and run machinery therefor ; and for such pur- May dig up 
poses may construct and lay down conduits, pipes and u^wa^ 
drains in, under or over any lands, water-courses, roads 
or railroads, and along any street, highway or other way 
other than a railway, in such manner as not to unneces- 
sarily obstruct the same; and for the purpose of con- 
structing, laying down, maintaining and repairing such 
conduits, pipes and drains, and for all other proper pur- 
poses of this act, nfay dig up, raise and embank any such 
land, street, highway or other way, in such manner as to 
cause the least hindrance to travel thereon ; but all things 
done upon any railroad shall be subject to the direction of 
the county commissioners for the county of Middlesex : 
provided^ that within ninety days after the time of taking any To file in r^. 
lands, springs, ponds, brooks or water-rights as aforesaid, d^r?/uo^of* 
otherwise than by purchase, said town shall file in the ^^ '*°^ ^*°- 
r^istry of deeds for the southern district of the county 
of Middlesex a description thereof sufficiently accurate 
for identification, with a statement of the purposes for 
which the same are taken, signed by the selectmen of said 
town. 

Section 3. Said town of Hopkinton shall be liable to Liability for 
pay all damages sustained by any persons or corporations ^*™"«®*- 
in their property by the taking of any lands, water or 
water-rights, or by the construction of any aqueducts or 
other works for the purposes aforesaid. If any person 
or corporation sustaining damages as aforesaid, cannot 
agree with the town upon the amount of such damages, 
they may have them assessed in the manner provided by 
law with respect to land taken Jbr highways ; but no appli- 
cation shall be made to the county commissioners for the 
assessment of damages for the taking of water-rights, until 
the water is actually taken and diverted by said town. 
Any person whose water-rights are thus taken or affected, 
may apply as aforesaid within three years from the time 
the water is actually withdrawn or diverted, and not there- 
after wards. 
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Section 4. For the purpose of paying all necessary 
expenses and liabilities incurred under the provisions of 
this act, said town shall have authority from time to time 
to issue notes, bonds or scrip, signed by the treasurer and 
countersigned by the chairman of the selectmen, to be 
denominated "Hopkinton Water Loan,** to an amount not 
exceeding fifty thousand dollars, payable at periods not 
exceeding thirty years from the date thereof, with interest 
payable semi-annually, at a rate not exceeding six per 
centum per annum ; and said town may sell said bonds at 
public or private sale, or pledge the same for money bor- 
rowed for the purposes of this act, upon such terms or 
conditions as it may deem proper. Said town shall annu- 
ally raise by taxation an amount sufficient, together with 
the net income received from rents for the use of said 
water, to pay the interest on said loand as it accrues ; and 
shall establish at the time of contracting 'said debt a sink- 
ing fund, and contribute thereto from year to year an 
amount raised annually by taxation, sufficient with its 
accumulations to pay said loans at maturity; and said 
sinking fund shall remain inviolate and pledged to the 
payment of said debt, and shall be used for no other 
purpose. 

Section 5. Whoever wilfully corrupts, pollutes or 
diverts any of the water taken under this act, or injures 
any dam, reservoir, aqueduct, conduit, pipe or other prop- 
erty owned or used by said town for the purposes of this 
act, shall forfeit and pay to said town three times the 
amount of damages assessed therefor, to be recovered in 
an action of tort, and upon conviction of either of the 
above named acts shall be punished by a fine not exceed- 
ing one hundred dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding 
six months. 

Section 6. The rights, powers and privileges hereby 
granted, and not otherwise specifically provided for herein, 
may be exercised by such agents and servants as said town 
shall elect or employ, wjio shall act in accordance with the 
votes of said town. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage « 
but no expenditure shall be made or liability incurred 
under the same until the act is accepted by a vote of two- 
thirds of the legal voters of the town present and voting 
thereon, at a legal meeting called for that purpose. 

Approved April 10, 1677. 
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Ak Act to beoulate thj: taking of pish in monataqxjot kiver njiov) 123 

IN THE town op BRAINTBEE. •*^* 

Be it enacted, &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. The town of Braintree may, at any legal Aiewwemnd 
meeting called for that purpose, make regulations not wguiated. 
inconsistent with the provisions of the general laws of the 
Commonwealth concerning the taking of alewives and shad 
in Monataquot Eiver within said town, or concerning the 
disposal of the privilege of taking the same, for its own use 
and benefit. 

Section 2. Said town shall, at its annual meeting in Three pewons 
March in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight and to dmrSlga. 
in each year thereafter, choose three discreet persons by SSo^^^ 
ballot, whose duty it shall be to inspect said river, to 
cause the regulations respecting said fishery to be carried 
into efiTect and to prosecute all violations thereof. 

Section 3. No persons shall in any way take or shad and aie. 
catch any shad or alewives in said river until the first uke^SStn*^^ 
day of March in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- March i.ms. 
eight. 

Section 4. Whoever takes from said river any of s^id Penalty. 
fish in violation of the provisions of this act, or of said 
regulations, shall forfeit for each fish so taken not more than 
ten dollars nor less than one dollar, one-half of said penalty 
to be paid to the complainant and the other half to said 
town. 

Section 5. Chapter one hundred and fifty-one of the Repeal of 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventeen is hereby 
repealed. 

Section 6. This act shall take eflTect upon its passage. 

Approved April 10, 1877. 

Ak Act to incorporate the mutual boiler insurance company Qhap. 124 

OP BOSTON. -^^ 

Be it enacted, dc, as follows : 

Section 1. C. C. Walworth, Alfred H. Hall, Frederick oorporatom. 
S. Cabot, D. D. Crombie, F. Ernest Cabot, their associates 
and successors, are hereby made a corporation by the name Name and 
of the Mutual Boiler Insurance Company of Boston, to be p***^**- 
located in the city of Boston, for the purpose of insuring 
property upon the mutual principle, against loss or damage, 
other than by fire, by the explosion of steam-boilers ; with Poveraand 
all the powers and privileges and subject to all the duties, 
liabilities and restrictions set forth in all general laws 
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which now are or hereafter may be in force relating to 
mutual fire insurance companies, so far as the same are 
applicable to this class of insurance and except as herein- 
after provided. 

S^ceSSn^.' Section 2. Said corporation shall not issue policies 
until the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
has been subscribed to be insured and entered upon the 
books of the corporation, in sums not exceeding five 
thousand dollars upon any one risk ; nor until the cer- 
tificate of the insurance commissioner is obtained as 
provided in section five of chapter two hundred and 
ninety-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one. 

Sd^df^t""* Section 3. Said corporation shall require from its 

note. policy holders, in addition to the cash premium upon their 

respective policies, a deposit note of five times the amount 
of such cash premium, which note shall contain a stipula- 
tion that the same shall be payable at such times and in 

J;^wi!tyof such sums as the directors of the corporation may order or 
assess, pursuant to the by-laws of the corporation. Such 
deposit notes shall constitute the entire liability of the 
inured as a member of the corporation. 
Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 10, 1877. 

Chap. 125 An Act to authorize the construction of bridges over bourne's 

POND river, green's FOND RIVER AND GREAT POND RIVER IN THE 
TOWN OF FALMOUTH. 

Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

fnlwM^Tt^^ Section 1. The town of Falmouth or the county com- 
bridge. missioners for the county of Barnstable may lay out a way, 

and said town or said county commissioners may construct 
a bridge over Bourne's Pond River, Green's Pond River 
and Great Pond River in said towil, subject to the provi- 
sions of section four of chapter one hundred and forty-nine 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and 
chapter four hundred and thirty-two of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine. The selectmen 
of said town or said commissioners, in carrying into effect 
.the provisions of this act, shall in all respects conform 
to the existing laws relating to the laying out of high- 
ways. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 10, 1877. 
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Ak Act to authorizb the city of pall river to lay out and (jJiap, 126 

CONSTRUCT A WAY KNOWN AS BUFFINTON STREET, THROUGH A ^' 

PRIVATE BURIAL-OROUNP. 

Be U enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The city of Fall River is hereby author- MayUyoot 
ized to lay out and construct the street or way known as prit^\^'^'! 
Buffinton Street, in and through the private burial-ground «">*»°^- 
situated on the southerly side of said Buffinton Street and 
extending easteriy along said street three hundred and 
sixty-three and seventy-five one-hundredths feet from the 
easterly line of the estate of E. E. Hathaway : provided ^ 
that no burial-lot in which are buried the 'remains of the 
dead shall be entered upon under the provisions of this act 
until the remains shall have been removed to some other 
cemetery without expense to the owner of such burial-lot. 

Section 2. Said city shall be liable to the owners of LJ^i«tyfor 
said burial-ground, to pay all damages sustained in their *™**®*" 
property by the taking of any lands under the provisions 
of the preceding section. If the owners or any one of 
them, sustaining damages as aforesaid, cannot agree with 
the city upon the amount of said damages, he or they may 
have said damages assessed in the same manner as is pro- 
Tided in case of taking land for highways : provided^ that 
any application for a jury to assess said damages, shall be 
made within pne year after said damages are sustained. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 10, 1877. 

An Act concerning non-resident guardians and their wards. Qhap. 127 
Be U enaciedy &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. The second section of chapter one hundred ^^^^^2. 
eighty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred sev- 
enty-five, is hereby repealed, and the second section of JJj^«°j^^«n*o' 
chapter one hundred twenty-two of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred sixty-six, thereby repealed, is hereby 
re-enacted. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 11, 1877. 

An Act to authorize mothers to appoint by will, guardians Chap. 128 

OF THEIR MINOR CHILDREN. 

Be U enacted^ Ac,y as follows : 

A mother may by her last will in writing appoint guard- Mothers may 
ians for her children whether born at the time of making gaudil^^for^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



492 1877.— Chapters 129, 130. 

^nd^°' the will or afterwards, to continue during the minority of 
the child or a less time : provided^ the father of such chil- 
dren has died without appointing such guardian.* And 
such guardian so appointed by the mother shall have the 
same powers and perform the same duties and be sab- 
ject to the same obligations as a testamentary guardian 
appointed by the father. Approved April 11, 1877. 

Chap. 129 An Act to provide for the disposition of oertain liquobs 

HERETOFORE SEIZED UNDER THE LAWS. 

Be it enacted, <6c., as follows : 
ofSeriffkW Section 1. All intoxicating liquor delivered to the 
chieFofBute Sheriffs of the several counties of this Commonwealth or 
detecuve« upon their dcputics, uudcT section twelve of chapter fifteen of 
or ero 00 . ^j^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ eighteen hundred and seventy-five, 

and still remaining when this act takes effect, in the pos- 
session of said sheriffs or their deputies, shall, by the 
written order of the justice or court which adjudged the 
liquor forfeited, be delivered to the chief of the state 
detective force. Said officer shall sell the same and pay 
over the net proceeds to the treasurer of the Common- 
wealth. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 11, 1877. 

Gkap. 130 An Act to authorize the town op Chatham to construct a 

BRIDGE ACROSS OYSTER POND RFVER. 

Se it enacted, Ac, as follows : 
SiJSrbSdS?" Section 1. The town of Chatham in the county of 
S?pSSdRitw B^r^stable is hereby authorized to lay out a road and con- 
struct and maintain a bridge across Oyster Pond River in 
said town and county ; beginning at the town road on the 
west side of said river at or near the lumber yard of 
Daniel Howes, deceased, thence over said river to the 
land of Caleb F. Nickerson, in said town, subject to the 
provisions of section four of chapter one hundred and 
forty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-six and chapter four hundred and thirty-two of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine. 
pro?iS^r" Section 2. Said town in laying out and constructing 
fay^g out town said road and bridge shall in all respects proceed as is now 
provided by law for laying out and constructing town roads. 
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

, Approved April 11, 1877. 
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Ak Act TO amend an act in addition to an act to incorpobatb (JJiap, 131 

THB MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY. -^' 

Bt it enacted^ Ac,^ as follows : 

Section 1, The provisions of chapter one hundred and J^*^^^ 
seventy-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and two years. 
seventy-three, granting certain land to the Institute of ^^^^ "*• 
Technology, shall become inoperative and void unless said 
institute shall within two years from the passage of this 
act erect a suitable building for the permanent use of said 
institute upon said land. 

Section 2. In default of such action by the institute, commiMioners 
within the time limited in the first section of this act, the may seii^iwd 
commissioners on public lands may sell and convey the ^^^ara com. 
same granted land in the same way that other lands of the p"®^ ^**^- 
Commonwealth on the back bay are sold and conveyed. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 11, 1877. 

Ak Act concerning the sewage of the state hospital for the Qfiav, 132 

INSANE, in the TOWN OF DAN VERS. -^" 

Be il enacted^ <l^., as follows : 

Section 1. The trustees of the state hospital for the sewagenotto 
insane, in the town of Danyers, are hereby prohibited from intoipswl^h 
causing or permitting the discharge through any sewer or ^^^^' 
drain of any portion of the sewage of said hospital into the 
Ipswich River. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 11, 1877. 

Ah Act relating to boards of health in the several cities of Qfiap. 133 

THE COMMONWEALTH. •^' 

Be U enacted^ &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. In each of the several cities of this Com- Boards of health 
monwealth, except the city of Boston, the mayor and InduS.^*"'*^ 
aldermen shall, in the month of January, in the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, appoint two persons, 
not members of the city council, who together with the 
dty physician shall constitute the board of health of such 
d^. The board so constituted shall enter upon its duties on 
the first Monday of February then next succeeding. The Terms of office, 
terms of office of the two appointed members shall be so 
arranged at the time of their appointment, that the term 
of one shall expire on the first Monday in February in each 
year, after the year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight ; 
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and the vacancy so created, as well as all vacanciei3 occur- 
ring otherwise, shall in each of said cities be filled by the 
mayor, with the approval of the board of aldermen. The 
members of said board of health so appointed, shall in each 
of said cities be subject to removal by the mayor for causey 
and for their services they shall receive such compensation 
as the city council may from time to time determine.^ 

Section 2. Each of said boards of health shall organize 
annually by the choice of one of their number as chairman ; 
they may also choose a clerk, not a member of the board, 
and they may make such rules and regulations for their 
own government and for the government of all sub- 
ordinate officers in their department as they may deem 
expedient. 

Section 3. The boards of health hereby constituted 
shall have and exercise all the powers vested in, and shall 
perform all the duties prescribed to, city councils or mayors 
and aldermen as boards of health, under the statutes and 
ordinances now in force in their respective cities; and 
shall have power to appoint such subordinate officers, 
agents and assistants, as they may deem necessary, and 
may fix their compensation,' and the compensation of the 
clerk before mentioned : provided^ that the whole amount 
of such compensation shall not exceed the sum appro- 
priated therefor by the city council. 

Section 4. In each of said cities said boards of health 
shall annually, in the month of January, present to the 
city council a report made up to and including the thirty- 
first day of the preceding December, containing a full and 
comprehensive statement of the acts of the board during 
the year, and a review of the sanitary condition of the city ; 
they shall also, whenever the city council or the standing 
committee thereof on finance shall so require, send to the 
auditor of accounts an estimate in detail of the appropria- 
tions required by their department during the next financial 
year. 

Section 5. Said boards of health and the board of 
health of the city of Boston, in addition to the powers 
conferred upon them by existing statutes, are hereby 
authorized to prepare and enforce in their respective cities, 
such regulations as they may deem necessary for the safety 
and health of the people, with reference to house drainage 
and its connection with public sewers, where such con- 
nection is made. 
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Section 6. On the Tuesday next after the first Monday subject to 
of November next, a meeting of the legal voters of each of m^wUyTot/.* 
the several cities of the Commonwealth shall be duly warned 
and called by the mayor and aldermen thereof, for the 
purpose of voting upon the acceptance of this act ; and the 
same shall not take effect in any city unless accepted by a 
majority of the legal voters present and voting at said 
meeting. Approved April 17, 1877. 

An Act to enable the jitdges of the probate couut, without Qhap. 134 

BEING petitioned THEREFOR, TO REQUIRE A NEW BOND WHEN THE ^* 

SURETIES OR THE PENAL SUM OP THE ORIGINAL BOND ARE INSUF- 
naENT. 

Be it efMcledy <fcc., as follows : 

Section fifteen of chapter one hundred and one of the Amendment to 
General Statutes is hereby amended by inserting after the ^' ^' ^^^* ^ ^** 
word "interested" at the end of the third line, the words 
"or without such petition." Approved April 17, 1877. 

An Act ooncerninq the Lancaster railroad company. Chap. 135 

Be U enacUd, <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. The proceedings of the Lancaster Railroad JJSJfdMd 
Company whereby by indenture dated on the first day of confirmed. 
January in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, it 
conveyed its railroad and other property in mortgage to 
George A. Parker, William B. Stearns and Francis H. 
Eiunicutt, trustees, to secure to the holders of its bonds 
the payment of the same, are hereby ratified and confirmed. 

Section 2. The bonds already issued by said Lan- ibsu© of iwnds 
caster Railroad Company to the amount of ninety thou- ®*^""® ^ 
sand dollars are hereby declared to be valid, and to be 
secured by said mortgage, and the said company is hereby 
authorized to complete the issue of bonds secured by said 
mortgage, to the amount, including said issue of ninety 
thousand dollars, of the sum secured thereby ; to wit, the 
sum of one hundred and fifteen thousand dollars. 

Section 3. Chapter two hundred and fourteen of the acu revived, 
flcts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy, entitled jgnlm 
"An Act to incorporate the Lancaster Railroad Com- 
pany," and chapter one hundred and thirty of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one, entitled 
"An Act concerning the Lancaster Railroad Company," 
are hereby revived ; and all the franchises, rights, powers, 
authorities, privileges, immunities and property granted 
by said acts are hereby revived and re-granted to said corn- 
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pany as fully as if said company had complied with the 
conditions mentioned in said acts. 
SSuo'SMd Section 4. The time within which said Lancaster Rail- 

MteSS^^" road Company was, by section five of chapter two hundred 
and fourteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy, ordered to be located, is hereby extended one year 
from the passage of this act, and the time within which by 
the same section it was ordered to be constructed, is hereby 
extended two years from the passage of this act. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 17, 1877. 

Chap. 136 An Act to amend an act to supply the towns op wakefield 

AND 8TONEHAM WITH WATEH. 

Be U enacted^ dc, as follows : 

fo?StoS2EJ2f Section 1. The first section of chapter three hundred 

and Wakefield, and thirty-fivc of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 

1872. 88&. seventy-two is hereby amended by inserting after the word 

"water" in the sixth line, the words, "to extinguish fires, 

generate steam, and for domestic, manufacturing and other 

uses." 

^«n2?«"i^ Section 2. The fourth section of said act is hereby 

amended by striking out all in said section after the word 

"highways" in the ninth line. 

Town^ofWake- SECTION 3. The towu of Wakefield may guarantee the 

antee'bonfi; " payment of the interest on the bonds of the Quannapowitt 

Water Company, issued for the purpose of constructing 

its water-works, for a term not exceeding twenty years, 

at a rate not exceeding six per cent, per annum, and not 

ProviTO. exceeding fifty thousand dollars in amount : provided^ 

said town shall vote so to do at any legal meeting called 

for that purpose. 

dSueMUbmues SECTION 4. All the rights, powers and privileges 

and reitrictiona. granted to the town of Wakefield by the aforesaid act 

are hereby revived, subject to the restrictions, duties and 

liabilities therein mentioned, and may be exercised at any 

time while the said town is liab]^ for the interest on any 

of said bonds ; and the authority to take or purchase 

the franchise and corporate property of said company is 

granted on condition that the same is assented to by said 

town by a two-thirds vote of the voters present and voting 

thereon, at a legal meeting called for that purpose. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 17, 1877. 
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Ax Act pbovidino for suBMirriNa the claim of edwin adams Chap* 137 

AQAIN8T THE COMMONWEALTH TO ARBITRATION. 

Bt U enacted^ (ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. The doings of a majority of the commis- Doings of 
sioners appointed under chapter two hundred and thirty- ^XSj£°*" 
nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
three, in submitting the claim of Edwin Adams against 
aaid Commonwealth to the arbitration of Francis E. 
Parker, L. Miles Standish and Benjamin F. Prescott, 
and in executing in conjunction with said Adams an 
agreement for such submission, which agreement is dated 
March tenth in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
seven, a copy of which is deposited in the office of the 
secretary of the Commonwealth, are hereby fully ratified 
and confirmed. 

Section 2. The award of such arbitrators, made and ^Jj{j2tJj,nj^ 
returned to the supreme judicial court for the county of be a<Sd upon^ 
Suffolk as provided in said submission, maybe acted upon ^^^* *^ 
by said court or any justice therfeof either in term time or 
vacation ; and said court may accept, reject or recommit 
said award, or ttike such other action in the premises as 
they do in regard to awards of arbitrators appointed under 
a justice's rule. 

Section 3. Upon the acceptance of such award by said upoa accept. 

1 •!#• •Ttji 11^1 ance of award 

court, as herembefore provided, the governor shall draw goyemorto 
his warrant upon the treasury of the Commonwealth for for amoa^ 
the amount, if any, found due to said Adams by said award. **^^^^®- 
And said arbitrators shall have power to decide all ques- 
tions of costs including their own fees, subject to the 
decision and taxation of said court. 
Secthon 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 17, 1877. 

An Act to incorporate the Montgomery guard association Qhap. 138 

OP THE aTT OF BOSTON. "^^ 

Bt U enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. James J. Flynn, Patrick A. Collins, John corporators 
E. Fitzgerald, Timothy J. Dacey, John Boyle O'Reilly, 
Charles F. Donnelly, Thomas J. Gargan, Michael Doherty, 
Edward B. Rankin, John R. Farrell, Dennis J. Gorman, 
Adolphus G. McVey, and Timothy A. Hurley, and such 
other persons as are known as the Montgomery Guard, or 
iDay hereafter become associated with them, are hereby 
constituted a body corporate by the name of the Mont- Name, 

63 
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gomery Guard Association of the city of Boston, having 
the privileges and subject to the duties and liabilities set 
forth in all general laws which now are or hereafter may 
be in force relating to corporations. 

Section 2. The objects of this corporation shall be to 
afford pecuniary relief to aged, reduced and indigent mem- 
bers, and to their widows and children, to preserve the 
traditions and customs of the above named corps, to pro- 
mote its welfare and to continue and foster its friendships 
and associations. 

Section 3. The said corporation shall have power to 
adopt a constitution and by-laws, rules and regulations for 
the admission of members and their government, the election 
of officers and prescribing their duty, the suspending and 
expelling of members, and for the safe keeping of its prop- 
erty and funds, and from time to time to alter or repeal 
such constitution, by-laws, rules and regulations. 

Section 4. The said corporation shall have power to 
hold property, real and personal, to an amount not exceed- 
ing twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Section 5. The members of said corporation may 
parade in public with side-arms. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 20, 1877. 

Chap. 139 An Act to annex a part of the town of medford to the 

TOWN of MALDEN. 

Be it enacted, Ac,, as follows : 

Section 1. All that part of the town of Medford, with 
the inhabitants and estates therein, comprised within the 
following described lines, to wit : — Beginning at a stone 
bound at Creek Head, so called ; thence running north- 
westerly to an angle in the wall on the north line of Salem 
Street, forty-eight and one-tenth feet westerly from the 
east face of the west gate-post in front of William Tothill's 
house; thence running northerly parallel with and nine 
hundred and eighty-six and sixty-six one-hundredths feet 
distant westerly from the present line dividing Medford 
and Maiden, to the line between Medford and Stone- 
ham ; thence running easterly by the last named line to 
the line between Medford and Maiden; thence running 
southerly by the present easterly boundary of Medford to 
the point of beginning ; is hereby set off from the town of 
Medford and annexed to the town of Maiden. 
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Section 2, The inhabitants of said described territory Payment of 
shall pay all taxes which have been legally assessed upon ^*^'' 
them by the town of Medford, and all taxes heretofore so 
assessed and not collected shall be collected and paid over 
to the treasurer of the town of Medford in the same man- 
ner as if this act had not been passed. Until the next 
state valuation the town of Maiden shall annually, in the 
month of October, pay to the town of Medford one- 
eightieth part of all state and county taxes that shall be 
assessed upon said town of Medford. 

Section 3. Said town of Maiden shall be liable for the support of 
support of all persons who now do or shall hereafter stand ^*"p®"" 
in need of relief as paupers, whose settlements were gained, 
whether by original acquisition or derivation, by reason of 
a residence on the territory hereby annexed to said town 
of Maiden. The town of Maiden shall pay to the town of 
Medford, annually, one-eightieth part of the costs paid by 
the last named town for the support or relief of paupers 
whose settlements were acquired therein or were derived 
from settlements acquired therein in consequence of mili- 
tary services in the war of the rebellion : provided^ that 
the person who rendered such military service was not at 
the time of his enlistment an inhabitant of said town of 
Medford. 

Section 4. Until a new apportionment of represent- Election of 
atives shall be made, the inhabitants of the territory to^JS*^nerI?* 
described in the first section of this act shall, for the pur- ***""" 
pose of electing representatives to the general court, 
remain and continue to be a part of the town of Medford, 
and the inhabitants resident thereon qualified to vote shall be 
entitled to vote for representatives and shall be eligible to 
the oflSce of representative in the town of Medford, and 
shall vote at the place at which the inhabitants of Medford 
Yote. 

The selectmen of Maiden shall annually make a true list 
of all persons resident on said territory qualified to vote 
at every such election, and post the same on said territory 
according to law; they shall also deliver one such list, 
corrected as required by law, to the selectmen of the town 
of Medford before the time of meeting for election, to be 
used thereat. 

Section 5. Within one year from the passage of this Townofiuideii 
tct, the town of Maiden shall pay to the town of Medford tSe^town*^ ^ 
the sum of one thousand dollars ; and this sum shall be a m®^^**'^- 
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settlement of all claims against the town of Maiden grow- 
ing out of the provisions of this act ; and all the water- 
pipes and other public property of the said town of 
Medford situated on the territory hereby annexed shall 
hereafter vest in the town of Maiden. 
to^itobuJEiJg '^^^ *^^*^ ^f Maiden shall pay all the expense of making 
boundary line, the survcy and establishing the boundary line between that 
town and Medford. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 20, 1877. 

Chap. 140 ^ 'A.CT TO AMEND AN ACT ENTirLED AN ACT TO PBOVIDE FOB 
THE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF A HIGHWAY AND BRIDGE 
ACBOSS CONNECTICUT RIVEB AT TURNER'S FALLS. 

Be U enacted, Ac, as follows : 
Siv reiSStI?" Section 1. The commissioners named in section one of 
Srid °*^^ chapter one hundred and ninety-three of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, after being duly 
sworn, and after due notice to and hearing all parties 
interested, may if in their judgment the public necessity 
and convenience require, without regard to the restrictions 
as to location contained in said act, but between such point 
in the town of Gill and such point in the town of Mon- 
tague as they shall deem best, relocate and construct upon 
sucn relocation the highway and bridge in said act men- 
tioned. 
b^fiSd^hTofflo* Section 2. They shall forthwith file such relocation in 
^ecoMU*^ 0' the office of the clerk of the courts in the county of Frank- 
**** * lin, with a description by metes and bounds, and names of 
owners so far as known, of the lands and other property, 
if any, taken thereby, and shall at the same time give 
written notice of such filing to all such owners and to the 
commissioners of said county. 
mi2Son«Mto Section 3. Said county commissioners at their regular 
iMuenoUoe.etc meeting next after receiving such notice shall issue due 
notice to all owners whose names are so filed, when and 
where they will meet to view the land and property taken, 
aft^r which view and hearing the parties, they shall esti- 
mate and award his damages to each of such owners and 
file their awards in the office of said clerk forthwith, giving 
written notice of such filing to each owner. 
Sri^^by* Section 4. Any person aggrieved by such award may 

awwrd may withiu thirty days after the filing thereof, apply in writing 

apply for* j. » ^ ^ t. • • r • \ j x • l* 

Jury. to said couuty commissioners for a jury to determine his 
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damages; whereupon proceedings shall be had in all 
respects the same as in an application for a jury to deter- 
mine damages for land taken for a highway. 

Section 5. All provisions of said chapter one hundred Rep*^ 
and ninety-three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-five inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

Approved April 20, 1^77. 
An Act to reouuite the fisheries in the weweantit rfver QJiai} 141 

AND ITS tributaries, AND FOR STOCKING THE SAME WITH SHAD '^* 

AND ALEWIVES. 

Be U enacted^ Se.j as follows : 

Section 1. No person shall take or catch any shad or FitheHes 
alewives in the Weweantit Eiver or its tributaries in '•'^•*^* 
Plymouth County, for a period of five years from the pas- 
sage of this act, under a penalty of five dollars for each 
and every shad taken, and fifty cents for each aud every 
alewife taken in violation of this act, and forfeiture of all 
boats, seines, nets or other apparatus for taking said fish, 
used in violation of the provisions of this act : provided^ Proviso. 
however^ that the several fish committees of the towns of 
Wareham, Bochester and Carver, chosen annually, shall 
have the right to take or catch said fish in sufficient num- 
bers for the purpose of assisting in the stocking of said 
river and its ponds and tributaries, and for no other pur- 
pose whatever. 

Section 2. The provisions of law now in force, by certain pro. 
which the fish committees of the towns of Wareham, saspraoedfor 
Rochester and Carver are obliged annually in the month *^®y**^ 
of March to give notice to the town clerks and to sell at 
public vendue the right to take and catch alewives at cer- 
tain times and at certain places, each year, in the Weweantit 
River, are hereby suspended for the period of five years 
from the passage of this act* 

Section 3. Any person or persons, company or corpo- obstractioM to 
ration who shall cause or permit any sawdust or other ^SSt^S^l 
obstruction to the free passage of the said fish, or any ***** 
drugs, dye-stuffs, acids, alkalies or any other substance 
destructive of the life of shad or alewives, to be deposited 
in or flow into said river or its tributaries at any time of 
the year, shall pay a fine of twenty-five dollars for each 
and every offence so committed. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 20, 1877. 
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Chap. 142 An Act in addition to an act for supplyino thb citt op new 

BEDFORD WITH PURE WATER. 

Be U enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1, The city of New Bedford is hereby author- 
ized to take and convey into and through said city the 
whole or any portion of the waters of the Acushnet River, 
and the waters which flow into or from the same ; and all 
rights to take water granted by chapter one hundred and 
sixty-three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-three are hereby continued. 

Section 2. The Acushnet water board of said city 
shall be the agents of the city to do all things necessary to 
the taking of said waters. In order to entitle the city to 
take the waters aforesaid, the said Acushnet water board 
shall cause to be filed in the office of the registry of deeds 
for the southern district of the county of Bristol, a certifi- 
cate signed by the said board or a major part thereof, 
containing a statement of the fact of said taking, and a 
description of the amount or portion so taken, and no 
other proceedings shall be necessary to entitle the said city 
to take and use said waters. 

Section 3. The said city shall be liable to pay all 
damages that shall be sustained by any persons in their 
property by the taking of said waters as aforesaid ; and 
the like proceedings shall be had for the recovery of said 
damages as are provided in chapter one hundred and sixty- 
three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred sixty-three. 

Section 4. Nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to abridge or in any way to affect the claims of any 
person or persons against said city, growing out of any 
acts previous to the exercise of the rights of taking said 
waters herein granted, or to annul or in any way to affect 
any contract, settlement or purchase heretofore made by 
said city with any person or persons regarding the taking 
or using of said waters. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Ajyproved April 20, 1877. 

Chap. 148 An Act in addition to an act for supplyino the cmr of 

SALEM WITH PURE WATER. 

Be U enacted, <lc., as follows : 

Section 1. The city of Salem, for the purpose of more 
conveniently supplying its inhabitants with pure water, is 
hereby authorized to lay a water-pipe, commencing at a 
point of connection with the present pipes of the city of 
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Salem, in the town of Beverly, and thence through the 
streets of the towns of Beverly, Dan vers, and through Mar- 
gin Street in the town of Peabody, to a point of junction 
with pipes already laid in Salem : provided^ that the said Provi«). 
city shall be subject to all the duties and liabilities set 
forth in section five of chapter two hundred and sixty- 
eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four. 

Section 2. In case said pipes shall be so laid, said '^^j^^JJ^f®- 
towns or either of them may require said city to insert toiwinMrtedfor 
tiierein proper hydrants at points not less than five hun- jg^J!*"**^**^ 
dred feet apart, to be used for the purpose of extinguish- 
ing fires, and for no other purpose ; the expense of insert- Hydnmutobe 
iDg said hydrants and keeping the same in repair to be by^the^to^s! 
paid by said towns respectively ; and the town of Beverly 
shall have the' right to connect its main eight inch pipe 
with said pipe at the junction of Cabot and Conant streets 
in said Beverly, and to make connections at such other 
points as may be agreed upon ; said connections to be 
made in accordance with the provisions and subject to the 
restrictions named in chapter three hundred and eighty of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine. 

Section 3. Said city of Salem is authorized to con- oitymavcon. 
tract with either or all of said towns, and said towns or fofu^pi^* 
either of them are authorized to contract with each other, JJntfJJSfof^^ 
for the laying of said pipe or any part thereof, and said water. 
towns of Danvers and Peabody or either of them are 
authorized to contract with said city for the furnishing of 
water to said towns or either of them, or to the inhabitants 
thereof, subject to the restrictions named and with all the 
powers granted in '^An Act to authorize cities and towns 
to purchase water-rights, ** passed upon the nineteenth day 
of March in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy, and being chapter ninety- third of the 
acts of that year. Approved ApHl 20, 1877. 

Ah Act to axtthorizb the city of newton to lay and main- (Jhwo* 144 

TAIN A MAIN DRAIN IN BOSTON. -'^* 

Se it enacted, Ac., as follows : 

Section 1. The city of Newton is hereby authorized, ^Xi^dS?"'^* 
by its mayor and aldermen or by a board of three commis- SroughBrfgh. 
sioners to be chosen by its city council, to lay and con- ^tfiSwver. 
struct a main drain or common sewer on the southerly side 
of Charles River, through a portion of the Brighton district 
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of the city of Boston to a point in the deep water of said 
river near the Faneuil Station on the Boston and Albany 
Railroad and opposite the United States Arsenal in Water- 
town, for the purpose of discharging the sewage of the 
city of Newton into said river; and such main drain , and 
the works hereinafter mentioned, shall be the property and 
under the exclusive control of the city of Newton, which 
shall keep and maintain the same in good order and con- 
dition. 
iSy^nudn* Section 2. The city of Newton may also construct 
drainage work!, and maintain at or near the place of discharge of said 
sewer such dt*ainage works as it may deem necessary ; but 
said sewer or works shall be so constructed as not to inter- 
fere with the navigation of said river or to create a public 
nuisance. 

Section 3. The city of Newton may take such lands 
and buildings as may be necessary to accomplish the pur- 
poses of this act, and all damages sustained thereby shall 
be paid by the city of Newton, and the same may be ascer- 
tained and recovered in the manner now provided by law 
for the assessment of damages in the laying out of high- 
ways in the city of Boston. 

Section 4. The city of Newton may construct such 
drain or sewer over or under any water-course, highway, 
town way, railroad or other way, may change the course 
of any brook, may enter upon and dig up the same for the 
purpose of constructing and maintaining such drain or 
sewer, and may do all such other acts as may be necessary 
to accomplish the work hereby authorized ; but said city 
shall not unnecessarily interrupt public travel in the doing 
of said work, and the supreme judicial court in any county, 
or any justice thereof, in term time or vacation, upon 
complaint of the mayor or aldermen of Boston, or of any 
corporation whose rights are invaded, may direct the 
method of performing such work as may affect public 
travel, public rights or public health, and enforce such 
directions and orders by injunction or other suitable 
process. 

Section 5. Whenever the city of Newton shall dig up 
any highway, street or way, it shall restore the same to as 
good order and condition as the same was in when such 
digging commenced. And the city of Newton shall at all 
times indemnify and save harmless the city of Boston of 
and from all damages which may be sustained by it by 
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reason of any defect or want of repair in any street or 
way, caused by the construction, maintenance or repair 
of said drain or sewer. 

Section 6. The city of Newton may within its cor- Mavoonstnict 
porate limits, construct any main drain or common sewer ^iroS^**"^ 
under any railroad, and maintain and repair the same; 
and it shall be liable to the corporation owning such road 
for all damages thereby sustained by it, to be recovered in . 
an action of tort. 

Section 7. The provisions of the fourth, fifth, sixth ProvWonsof 
and seventh sections of chapter forty-eight of the General *^ *^^ ^' 
Statutes, and all other general laws, shall apply to said 
main drain or common sewer, so far as applicable ; but no 
assessment shall be laid on any property outside the limits 
of said Newton. 

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its accept- subject to 
ance by the city council of the city of Newton. SSr<5^<»unoiL 

Approved April 20, 1877. 

As Act to authorize the county coifMissiONERs OP THE COUNTY Qhap. 145 

OF FRANKLIN TO BORROW MONEY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING 
SUCH COSTS AND EXPENSES AS SAID COUNTY MAY BE REQUIRED 
TO PAY, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF AN ACT RELATING TO SUNDER- 
LAND BRIDGE. 

Be it enacted, <ftc., (is follows: 

The county commissioners of the county of Franklin county oommto. 
may borrow, upon the credit of said county, a sum not unmay^Srrow" 
exceeding two thousand dollars, for the purpose of paying ™o°«y- 
such costs and expenses as' said county may be required 
to pay under the provisions of chapter one hundred and 
seventy-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
Beventy-five, entitled •'An Act relating to Sunderland 
Bridge." Approved ApHl 20, 1877. 

Ah Act to revise and amend the charter of the city of Chap. 146 

SPRINGFIELD. 

Be it enacted, Sc, as follows : 

Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of Springfield, inhabitants of 
for all the purposes for which towns and cities are by law ^ntC^^^body 
incorporated in this Commonwealth, shall continue to be a ^^^^ 
body politic and corporate, in fact and in name, under the 
style and denomination of the City of Springfield, and as 
such shall have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, immuni- 
ties, powers and privileges, and shall be subject to all the 
duties and obligations now incumbent upon and appertain- 
ing to said city as a municipal corporation. 

64 
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Section 2. The administratioii of all the fiscal, pru- 
dential and municipal affairs of the said city, with the 
government thereof, shall be vested in one municipal 
officer, to be called the mayor, one council of nine, to be 
called the board of aldermen, one council of twenty-seven, 
to be called the common council (which bodies, in their 
joint capacity, shall be called the city council), and in such 
other boards as shall be hereinafter specified, or which 
shall be created under the provisions of this act, and the 
members thereof shall be sworn to the faithful performance 
of the duties of their respective offices. 

Section 3. The city council of said city shall, previous 
to the twentieth day of November next after the acceptance 
of this act, as hereinafter provided, and thereafter, when- 
ever they may deem it expedient, but not oftener than 
once in five years, cause a new division of said city to be 
made into nine wards ; and the said wards shall be so 
constituted as to contain, as nearly as may be consistent 
with well defined limits to each ward, an equal number of 
voters in each ward, according to the last census taken 
previous to such division ; but no such division of said 
city into wards shall have the effect to change the boundary 
lines of any representative district previously established ; 
and until such revision be made, the boundary lines of the 
wards of the said city shall remain as now established. 

Section 4. All warrants for meetings of the citizens 
for municipal purposes, to be held either in wards or in 
general meetings, shall be issued by the board of aldermen, 
and shall be in such form, and shall be served, executed 
and returned in such manner and at such times as the city 
council may by ordinance direct ; and all elections shall 
be had at meetings of the citizens, qualified to vote there- 
in, in their respective wards, at the times duly fixed for such 
elections respectively ; and the board of aldermen shall, at 
least seven days before the day of any such election, issue 
a public notification to the voters of each ward, informing 
them of the time and place of voting and of the offices 
then to be filled by election, and shall within two days 
after such elections, examine and compare the returns and 
make out certificates of the result of such elections, which 
shall be transmitted or delivered in the same manner as 
similar returns are by law directed to be made by select- 
men of towns. And the person receiving the highest 
number of votes for any office, at such meetings, shall be 
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deemed and declared to be elected to such office; and 
whenever two or more persons are to be elected to like 
office, the several persons, to the number required to be 
chosen, having the highest number of votes shall be 
declared elected: provided, always, that such persons 
were at the time of such election eligible to such office 
under the requirements of this act. 

Section 5. An annual meeting for the election of j^^^^^^- 
municipal officers shall be held on the Tuesday next after ^ '^*'* 
the first Monday of December in each year, and the officers 
chosen thereat shall enter upon the duties of their respect- 
ive offices on, and the municipal years of said city shall 
begin with, the first Monday of January. 

Section 6. All municipal officers of said city, whether offioerttobo 
elective or appointive, shall be, at the time of election or aSdre^InS" 
appointment, qualified voters, inhabitants of and resident ^ °^^' 
in said city, and before entering upon their respective 
offices shall be duly sworn to faithfully perform the duties 
thereof by the mayor, the city clerk, the standing justice, 
or any special justice of the police court of the city of 
Springfield, or any judge or justice authorized to hold any 
court within the county of Hampden, or by any justice of 
the peace within said county ; and the ward officers may 
also be sworn as follows : — the warden by the clerk of thq 
ward, and the clerk and inspectors by the warden. 

Section 7. The ward officers shall be a warden, clerk warden, cierk 
and three inspectors of elections for each ward, and the SeiS^S?" 
qualified voters of each ward shall, on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday of December, annually, meet 
together in their several wards, at such place and hour as 
tiie board of aldermen may by their warrants appoint, and 
dioose by ballot, a warden and a clerk for each ward, and 
shall give in their ballots for two persons, who shall be 
residents of the ward, to be inspectors of elections in such 
ward ; and the three persons who shall have received the 
highest number of votes for the office of such inspector 
shall be declared to be elected to, and shall hold office in 
such ward as inspectors of elections for one year from the 
first Monday of January succeeding such election, and 
until others shall be duly elected and qualified in their 
stead. The warden and clerk, chosen as herein provided, 
shall hold office for one year from the first Monday of 
January next succeeding their election, and until others 
shall be duly chosen and qualified in their stead. 
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Section 8. If it shall appear to the board of aldermen 
that no convenient ward room for holding ward meetings 
of the citizens of either of the wards of said city can be 
had within the limits of such ward, the said board of 
aldermen may, in their warrants for calling any meetings 
of such ward, appoint and direct such meetings to be held 
in some convenient place within the limits of any other 
ward of said city ; and thereupon, all things done under 
such warrants, at such place so appointed, shall be held to 
be legally done. 

Section 9. The warden, clerk and inspectors shall 
respectively make oath faithfully and impartially to per- 
from their several duties, and a certificate thereof shall be 
entered on the records of the ward by the clerk. It shall 
be the duty of the warden to preside at all ward meetings, 
with the power of moderators of town meetings, and to 
assort, count and declare, in open ward meeting, all ballots 
given in at such meeting. It shall be the duty of the 
clerk to record all proceedings and certify the ballots given 
in at any election, in a book to be provided by the city for 
that purpose ; to deliver to each person elected common 
councilman or ward officer, within forty-eight hours after 
his election, a certificate thereof, signed by the warden, 
clerk and a majority of the inspectors ; to enter upon the 
ward records, in open ward meeting, the names of all 
persons receiving votes, the number of votes cast for each 
person, written in words at length, and the title of the 
office for which he is proposed ; and a transcript of such 
record, certified by the warden, clerk and a majority of the 
inspectors, shall forthwith be delivered by such ward clerk 
to the city clerk. On the expiration of his term of office, 
the ward clerk shall deliver all books, records, documents, 
papers and other things held by him in his capacity as said 
clerk, to the city clerk, by whom such of them as need be 
shall be delivered to the new ward clerk. It shall bo the 
duty of the inspectors of elections to assist the warden in 
receiving, assorting and counting the ballots given in at any 
election. 

Section 10. If at any ward meeting the warden shall 
not be present, the clerk of the ward shall call the meeting 
to order, and preside until a warden pro tempore shall be 
chosen ; and if at any meeting the clerk shall not be pres- 
ent, a clerk pro tempore shall be chosen, and if both the 
warden and clerk shall be absent, the senior in age of the 
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inspectors of elections of said ward present may preside 
until a warden j)ro tempore shall be chosen ; and in case of 
the absence of all said officers, the officer who returns the 
warrant, or any legal voter in said ward, may call the 
meeting to order and preside until a warden pro tempore 
shall be chosen. Whenever any of the inspectors shall be 
absent, his office shall be filled pro tempore. All ward 
officers shall be chosen by ballot, and shall be residents in 
tiie wards where elected, and no person shall hold more 
than one ward office at the same time. 

Section 11. It shall be the duty of the city clerk forth- oopiea of rec 
with to enter the copies of the records of the several wards r^m'JJSd** 
received from the ward clerks, certified as aforesaid, or a en^'^Sd*©^ 
plain and intelligible abstract of them, upon the journal of J^JJJ^feS^ 
the board of aldermen or a book kept for that purpose. 

Section 12. The qualified voters of the city shall, on Election of 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday of December sue- °^^^'' 
ceeding the acceptance of this act, and on the Tuesday 
next after the fii-st Monday of December in every second 
year thereafter, meet together in their several wards, at 
8uch place and hour as the board of aldermen may by their 
warrants appoint, and give in their ballots for a mayor of 
said city ; and the person elected such mayor shall hold 
his office for the term of two years, beginning on the first 
Monday of January next after his election, and until 
another shall be duly chosen and qualified. 

Section 13. The qualified voters of the city shall, on Election of 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday of December sue- ^ 
ceeding the acceptance of this act, meet together in their 
several wards, at such place and hour as the board of 
aldermen may by their warrants appoint, and give in their 
ballots for nine persons to be and constitute the board of 
aldermen of said city, no two of whom shall be residents 
of any one ward in said city ; and of those elected as such 
aldermen, the three persons who shall have received the 
largest number of votes shall be declared elected to, and 
shall hold, their offices for the term of three years, begin- 
ning on the first Monday of January next after their elec- 
tion, and until others shall be duly elected and qualified in 
their places ; and the three persons who shall have received 
the next largest number of votes shall be declared elected 
to, and shall hold their offices for the term of two years, 
banning on said first Monday of January, and until 
others shall be duly elected and qualified in their places ; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



510 



1877.— Chapter 146. 



Proviio. 



Term of office, and the remaining three persons shall be declared elected 
to, and shall hold their offices for the term of one year, 
beginning on said first Monday of January, and until others 
shall be duly elected and qualified in their places. In case 
two or more of the persons so elected shall have received 
an equal number of votes, seniority of age shall be the 
basis for the division into classes hereby required. And 
thereafter, the qualified voters of the city shall, on the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday of December, annu- 
ally, meet together in their several wards, at such place 
and hour as the board of aldermen may by their warrants 
appoint, and give in their ballots for three persons to be 
aldermen of said city, to succeed those whose terms of 
office are limited to terminate at the end of the then mu- 
nicipal year, for the term of three years, beginning on the 
first Monday of January next after their election, and until 
others shall be duly elected and qualified in their places : 
provided y always, that no two members of the said board 
shall be residents of any one ward, except in the case of 
change of residence from one ward to another, after elec- 
tion, as provided for in section twenty-four of this act, and 
that whenever it shall appear that an election in contra- 
vention of this provision has been made, such election 
shall be void, and the board of aldermen shall, forthwith, 
issue their warrant for a meeting to fill any vacancy so 
occurring ; and so, from time to time, until the whole num- 
ber of aldermen required shall have been duly chosen. 

Section 14. The qualified voters of each ward shall, 
on the Tuesday next after the first Monday of December 
succeeding the acceptance of this act, meet together in their 
several wards, at such place aud hour as the board of alder- 
men may by their warrants appoint, and give in their bal- 
lots for three persons in each ward, all of whom shall be 
residents of the ward, to be members of the common coun- 
cil of said city, two for the term of one year, and one for 
the term of two years ; and thereafter on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday of December, annually, said voters 
shall in like manner meet and give in their ballots for two 
persons, in each ward, both of whom shall be residents of 
the ward, to be members of the said common council, one 
for the term of one year and one for the term of two years ; 
and the persons elected at any of such meetings shall hold 
office for the terms for which they are respectively elected, 
beginning on the first Monday of January succeeding their 
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elections, and until others shall be duly elected and quali- 
fied in their stead : provided ^ that in voting for members Proviio. 
of said common council, in all cases, the length of the term 
of office for which it is intended that each person voted for 
shall serve shall be indicated on the ballots given in by the 
words, printed or written, "for one year" or "for two 
years" as the case may require, and that ballots bearing 
DO indication as to length of term shall be regarded as if 
there were printed or written thereon the words " for one 
year." 

Section 15. Within two days after any election for PewoM elected 
mayor or aldermen, the board of aldermen shall examine *o^«oo*"»«^ 
the returns of votes from the several wards and cause the 
persons elected to be notified in writing thereof. If it 
shall appear by said returns that no person is elected 
mayor, or if the person elected declines to accept the office, 
the board shall cause the fact to be entered upon their rec- 
ords and issue their warrant for a new election ; and the 
same proceedings shall be had in all respects as are pro- 
vided with reference to the first election for mayor ; and 
80 on, from time to time, until a mayor is chosen who 
accepts the office. 

Section 16. If the choice of aldermen , members of the if thefe is no * 
common council, or ward officers, or of any of them, shall me^eUMuT 
not be efiTeeted on the day named in any warrant for the ^*^*^ 
election of such officers, duly issued as aforesaid, by rea- 
son of two or more persons receiving the same number of 
votes for the same ofiKce, the board of aldermen shall forth- 
with issue their warrant for a meeting for the election 
of such officers as are necessary to fill any vacancy so 
occurring. 

Section 17. The persons elected aldermen and mem- organisation 
hers of the common council shall, on the first Monday of ^v^»S£t. 
Januarj' next after the acceptance of this act, meet in their 
respective rooms at ten o'clock in the forenoon. The 
aldermen shall be called to order by the senior alderman, 
and the councilmen by the senior councilman present ; and 
when it shall appear that a quorum is present, each body 
shall choose a presiding officer j)ro tempore, and notify the 
other body of the fact. The two bodies shall then forth- 
with meet in convention, and notify the mayor elect, if 
any, thereof. The presiding officer pro tempore, of the 
aldermen shall preside at such convention, and the city 
derk shall be clerk thereof. If the mayor elect shall then 
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attend, the oaths of office shall then be administered to the 
members of the board of aldermen and common council 
elect. If no mayor who accepts the office has been chosen 
prior to said first Monday of January, or in case of the 
absence of the mayor elect on said day, the oaths of office 
shall be administered by any one of the persons bj' this 
act authorized to administer such oaths ; and the city goT- 
ernment shall be organized and may proceed to business in 
the same manner as if the mayor were present. When 
said convention shall be dissolved, the two branches shall 
separate and meet in their respective rooms, and if a quo- 
rum shall be present, each shall proceed to elect by ballot 
a permanent presiding officer from its own number. The 
presiding officer of the board of aldermen shall be entitled 
chairnian and that of the common council president. The 
city clerk shall be clerk of the board of aldermen, and the 
common council shall choose by ballot a clerk not a mem- 
ber thereof. 

Section 18. On the first Monday of January, annually, 
after the first organization of the city government under this 
act, the aldermen and common councilmen, in office and 
elect, shall meet in their respective rooms, be called to 
order, meet in convention, notify the mayor, and proceed 
as provided in section seventeen of this act ; but only such 
officers as have not been previously sworn need take the 
oath of office. 

Section 19. The chairman of the board of aldermen 
shall hold office, as such, only during the municipal year in 
which he is chosen such chairman. He shall preside at all 
meetings of said board and at all conventions of the city 
council, shall appoint all committees of said board, and in 
case of any vacancy in the office of mayor for any cause, 
shall exercise all the powers, except the power of veto, 
and perform all the duties of mayor as long as such 
vacancy shall continue ; he shall always have a vote in 
said board and in convention of the two branches, but shall 
not in addition have a casting vote. In his absence the 
said board shall choose by ballot a chairman pro tempore. 
In the absence of the mayor from the city, all notices or 
processes required by law to be served on the mayor, or ' 
on the mayor and aldermen, of said city, may be served 
on the chairman of said board of aldermen. 

Section 20. The common council shall meet and act 
as a separate body, distinct from the board of aldermen, 
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except when the two bodies meet in convention. The 
president of said council shall hold office, as such, only 
during the municipal yecu* in which he is chosen such pres- 
ident. He shall preside over said board and appoint all 
committees thereof. In his absence the said council may 
choose by ballot a president pro tempore. The clerk of 
said council shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his 
duties by the president of said board or by any officer 
authorized to administer oaths in the county of Hampden, 
and a certificate thereof shall be entered in the records of 
said board. He shall attend said council, when in session, 
keep a journal of its acts, votes and proceedings, and per- 
form such other duties in said capacity as said council may 
require. In his absence a clerk pro tempore shall bo 
chosen, and shall be duly qualified. 

Section 21. Any person chosen a member of the board ?°i^^5^"n 
of aldermen or of the common council, who shall not be convenuon. 
qualified at the organization of the city council on the first 
Monday in January, and any person who, after said organ- 
ization, shall be elected to fill a vacancy in either of said 
boards, may be qualified at any time in presence of the 
board of aldermen and common council in convention, and 
the mayor elect may be qualified at any time in convention 
of said city council. A certificate of the oaths of' office 
having been taken by the mayor, aldermen and members 
of the common council, shall in all cases, be entered on 
the journals of the board of aldermen and commou council 
by their respective clerks. 

Section 22. In case of the decease, resignation or vacan<yin 
removal from office of the mayor, or of his ceasing to °^^^ °**^*^'' 
reside in said city, or of his inability to perform the duties 
of his office, the board of aldermen and the common coun- 
cil shall respectively by vote declare that a vacancy exists 
in said office, and the cause thereof; whereupon the board 
of aldermen shall issue its warrant in due form for the 
election of mayor, and the same proceedings shall be had 
as are hereinbefore provided for the choice of mayor, and 
the mayor thup elected shall hold his office for the unex- 
pired term, and until another is chosen and qualified in his 
stead. 

Section 23. Whenever it shall appear to the board of Election to aii 
aldermen that there is a vacancy, by removal from the city, bS23*of aider. 
or by death, resignation or any other cause, in the board ^widL^"^**" 
(tf aldermen or in the common council, it shall be the duty 

6d 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



from city. 



514 1877.— Ohaptbe 146. 

of the said board to issue its warrants to fill such vacancy, 
and the same proceedings shall be had as are hereinbefore 
prescribed for the election of aldermen and common coud- 
cilmen ; but in case of a vacancy in the common council, 
such warrant shall not be issued until the board of alder- 
men receive notice thereof from said common council. 
The person elected to fill such vacancy shall serve for the 
unexpired term. 
JJYffiS'Stor Section 24. All city and ward officers shall be held to 
wSd^bu^nSt discharge the duties of the offices to which they have been 
after removal respectively elected, notwithstanding their removal, after 
their election, out of their respective wards into any other 
wards of the city ; but they shall not hold said offices after 
they have ceased to be residents of the city. 
kwp ^ISS^f Section 25. The board of aldermen and the common 
ImifbrhTd^^of ^^""^^^ ^^*'^ ^^^^ keep a record of its proceedings and 
JSaiiflcauoMof judgc of the rctums, elections and qualifications of its 
lumembora. ^^^ members. A majority of each of said boards shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. AH 
sittings of said boards and all conventions thereof, except 
when in executive session, shall be public. No member 
of either of said boards shall receive any compensation for 
his services as such, or hold any office of emolument the 
salary of which shall be payable from the city treasury, or 
be eligible to any such office except the office of mayor. 
JhiJfJxw^ve Section 26. The mayor, elected and qualified as herein 
officer of city, provided, shall be the chief executive officer of said city. 
It shall be his duty to be vigilant and active in causing the 
laws, ordinances and regulations of the city to be duly 
executed and enforced ; to exercise a general supervision 
over the conduct and acts of all Subordinate officers, and 
examine into all complaints preferred against them for vio- 
lation or neglect of duty ; and as far as is in his power, to 
cause all negligence, carelessness or violation of duty to be 
duly prosecuted and punished ; and whenever in bis judg- 
May call special mcut the good of the City shall require it, he may call 
StSJSf ° ^^^ meetings of the city council, or either branch thereof, 
although the meeting of said branches, or either of them, 
may stand adjourned to a more distant day, by causing a 
written notice to be left at the place of residence of each 
member, or delivered to him in person, which notice shall 
be served not less than one day previous to such meeting, 
by the city marshal or an assistant marshal, and return 
ProTiBo. thereof be made to the city clerk : pwvidedj however ^ that 
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DO action shall be taken at any such meeting by either of 
said branches, on any matter pending therein, the consider- 
ation of which has been postponed to a more distant day, 
without the assent, to be ascertained by taking the yeas 
and nays upon a question thereon, of a majority of all the 
members of such branch. The mayor shall, from time to 
time, communicate to the city council, or either branch 
diereof, such information upon municipal matters as he 
may think proper, or if compatible with the public 
interest, such as either of the boards of said city council 
may request. He shall recommend all such measures as 
in his. opinion may tend to the improvement of the finan- 
ces, the police, health, security, cleanliness, comfort or 
general good of the city. All bills and accounts due from To examine buu 
the city and approved in accordance with the requirements SSuuT^^***" 
of this act, shall be presented to the mayor, who shall 
examine them in detail ; and he shall certify them for pay - 
ment if he finds them to be just and lawful claims against 
the city, and if payment is provided therefor in the appro- 
priations of the city council. In all cases in which appoint- 
ments are directed to be made by the mayor, or by the 
mayor and aldermen, the mayor shall have exclusive power 
of nomination, subject, however, to confirmation or rejec- 
tion by the board of aldermen. He may, whenever in his Power to re. 
opinion the public good requires it, remove any officer ™®^* omwn. 
i^pointed on nomination by the mayor, and shall remove 
from office any person, appointed by him or his predeces- 
sors, upon being requested so to do by the city council. 
Whenever such removal occurs, and whenever a nomina- 
tion by the mayor shall be rejected by said board, it shall 
be the duty of the mayor to make another nomination for 
the office concerned within one month thereafter. He to have control 
shall at all times have the control and direction of the ^ ^^ ^ ®''°®* 
police force, subject only to the ordinances of the city and 
the rules and regulations established by the board of police 
and fire commissioners hereinafter named. He shall have 
sach other powers and perform such other duties as the 
Mid city council may lawfully confer or reasonably impose 
upon him, in addition to those herein specified; but he 
shall not be appointed, nor serve as, a member of any 
committee of either of the boards of the city council. He oompenMtion. 
shall be compensated for his services by a salary, to be 
fixed in the first instance by the board of aldermen and 
common council, first elected under the provisions of this 
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act, in convention assembled, and afterward from time to 
time by the city council, payable at stated periods, and he 
shall receive no other compensation or emolument there- 
for ; and no regulation, enlarging or diminishing his salary, 
shall be made to take effect until the expiration of the 
term for which the mayor then in office shall have been 
elected ; and said salary shall not be changed between the 
last Monday in November in any year, and the first Mon- 
day in January in the next year. 

Section 27. Every department of the city govern- 
ment, the school committee and all officers and boards 
having authority to expend money on behalf of said city 
shall, annually, in the month of February or March, 
furnish to the board of finance an estimate, in detail, of 
the amount of money required for the purposes of their 
respective departments and offices for the current financial 
year. 

Section 28. The city council shall have power within 
said city to make and establish such ordinances and by- 
laws, not inconsistent with the laws of the Commonwealth, 
as towns have power by law to make and establish ; such 
ordinances and by-laws to have force and effect within 
such city, without revision or approval by the superior 
court or any justice thereof; and shall have power to 
modify, amend or repeal the same and any existing ordi- 
nances or by-laws, and to annex penalties, not exceeding 
twenty dollars, for the breach thereof. 

Section 29. Every ordinance, order, resolution or 
vote to which the concurrence of the board of aldermen 
and of the common council may be necessary (except on 
a question of convention of the two branches, or on the 
election of officers required to be chosen by either of the 
boards of the city council, or by the city council in con- 
vention, or in the matter of the removal of any persoD 
from office, or on the expulsion of a member), and every 
order of either branch of the city council involving the 
expenditure of money shall be presented to the mayor ; 
and if he approves thereof, he shall signify his approbation 
by signing the same ; but if he does not approve thereof, 
he shall return such ordinance, order, resolution or vote, 
with his objections in writing, to the branch in which it 
originated, and such branch shall enter such objections 
at large on its records, and proceed to reconsider said 
ordinance, order, resolution or vote; and if after such 
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reconsideration, two-thirds of that branch present and 
voting, notwithstanding such objections, agree to pass 
such ordinance, order, resolution or vote, it shall, together 
with the objections of the mayor, be sent to the other 
branch of the city council (if it originally required con- 
current action), where it shall alsc^be reconsidered, and 
if approved by two-thirds of the members present and 
voting, it shall be in force ; but in all cases, the vote shall 
be determined by yeas and nays ; and if such ordinance, 
order, resolution or vote is not returned by the mayor, 
within ten days after it shall have been presented to him, 
the same shall be in force. 

SBcrriON 30. In all cases where anything is or may be Bo»rd of aider- 
required or authorized by any law or ordinance to be done ^^n^auerT^ 
by the mayor and aldermen, the board of aldermen shall SX^b^^vOT 
first act thereon ; and any order, resolution or vote of said «»nd aidennfo. 
board in relation thereto shall be presented to the mayor 
for his approval, in the manner provided in the preceding 
section. 

Section 31. The mayor and all other officers or boards Amwintmenu 
having the right of appointment to, or removal from, any tobeT^rted 
office or place shall forthwith, after any such appointment 'o«*^yco'»*>«*i- 
or removal, communicate the fact to the city council, and, 
in case of removal, the reasons therefor. 

Section 32. The city council shall take care that ^7^^°^}*** 
money shall not be paid from the treasury unless granted pabuc property. 
or appropriated ; shall secure a just and prompt account- 
ability, by requiring and enforcing bonds with sufficient 
penalties and sureties from all persons intrusted with the 
receipt, custody or disbursement of money ; shall have the 
care and superintendence of all city buildings and the 
custody and management of all city property, except so 
fiir as the same is herein, or may hereafter lawfully be, 
assigned to any of the boards hereinafter provided for, 
with power to let or sell what may be legally let or sold, 
and to purchase property, real or personal, in the name 
and for the use of the city, whenever its interests or 
convenience may in their judgment require it; and shall, 
as often as once a year, cause to be published for the 
information of the inhabitants of the city, a particular 
account of receipts and expenditures and a schedule of 
city property and of the city debts. 

Seofion 33. The city council shall fix the compensa- city ooanoti to 
tion of all officers, including that of all members of the S? SToSaS^"**" 
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police and fire departments, and shall define their duties, 
so far as the same are not determined by the laws of the 
Commonwealth, or herein established, or otherwise herein 
provided for, and all sums of money, received by any 
ofiicer in his official capacity from any source, shall be 
duly accounted for agd paid over to the city collector 
monthly. 

Section 84. The city council, in convention, or either 
board thereof sitting separately, shall have power to sum- 
mon any person, except the mayor, holding any office or 
place elective or appointive under the provisions of this 
act, or of any act in addition thereto or in amendment 
thereof, or under the ordinances of said city, to appear 
before it and give such information as it may require, and 
answer such questions as it may desire to ask, in relation 
to any matter, act or thing connected with his office or 
place, or bis discharge of the duties thereof : provided^ 
that in all cases, a summons in writing shall be issued 
therefor, which shall contain a statement of the subject 
matter as to which information is sought and of the time 
when and place where the person summoned is required 
to appear ; and, provided, that such summons shall be 
served by personal seiTice upon the person therein required 
to appear, and notice thereof given to the mayor, at least 
six days before the time therein fixed for such appearance. 
Said summons and notice shall be served by the city 
marshal, or an assistant marahal, or some officer of said 
city having the power of serving civil process, and return 
shall be made thereof to the presiding officer of the board 
issuing the same. If the person so summoned neglects to 
attend as in said summons required, or shall wilfully refuse 
or refrain from giving such information within his knowl- 
edge, or to answer such questions if he is able, as may, 
with the sanction of a majority of the body by whom said 
summons was issued, be sought from or propounded to 
him, the body so summoning may, by vote of two-thirds 
of the members thereof, then present and voting, declare 
such person to be in contempt of said body ; and if such 
contempt shall be continued beyond the time of adjourn- 
ment of the next meeting of said body, held after the 
expiration of seven days from the date of the meeting at 
which such contempt was declared, the city council, by a 
concurrent vote of two-thirds of each branch thereof, may 
remove such person from his said office or place, and 
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declare the same to be vacant; and thereupon, eaid office 
or place shall be filled in the manner provided herein for 
filling the same in case of vacancy arising from any other 
cause. 

Sbction 35. Either board of the city council may, for Either board 
cause, expel any of its members, by vote of two-thirds of ^^?u^^^n 
the whole number thereof, taken by yeas and nays : pro- Jj^^^o-^"^ 
videdy however y that no member against whom proceedings 
for such expulsion are pending shall be allowed to vote in 
any matter relating thereto, and that no member shall be 
80 expelled until he shall have had an opportunity to be 
beard in person and by counsel upon all matters of com- 
plaint upon which proceedings for his expulsion shall be 
founded, and shall have had at least six days in which to 
prepare himself therefor. Whenever a member shall be so 
expelled, his place in the expelling board shall be thereby 
made vacant, and the board of aldermen shall forthwith 
issue its warrant for an election to fill such vacancy, and 
like proceedings shall be had as are provided herein for . 
filling vacancies in said board arising from any other 
cause. 

Section 36. The city council may by concurrent vote Mayor may be 
of two-thirds of the whole number of members of each ^^ca^iu^ote 
board thereof, taken by yeas and nays, remove for cause, ^hX^ibl?' 
the mayor from office : provided j however ^ that wilful mal- ^"J^iJJJSSI **' 
feasance, misfeasance or neglect of duty in office, or men- provisos. 
tal or physical disability therefor, shall be the only causes 
sufficient to authorize such removal ; And providedyfurther^ 
that no vote for such removal shall be taken in either of 
said boards until the said mayor shall have had an oppor- 
tunity to be heard thereon, in person and by counsel, 
before said city council assembled in convention, upon 
all matters of complaint on which proceedings for his 
removal shall be founded, and shall have had at least six 
days in which to prepare himself therefor. Whenever a 
mayor is so removed from office, the vacancy occasioned 
thereby shall be filled in the manner herein provided for 
filling vacancies in the office of njayor occurring from other 
causes. 

Section 37. The executive power of said city gener- BzeoatiTe 
ally, together with the ndministration of the police, and all P<>^«"<>'^*y- 
the powers vested in the selectmen of towns by the laws 
of the Commonwealth, shall be, and hereby are, vested in 
the mayor and aldermen and the several boards created by 
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or under the provisions of this act, as fully as if the same 
were herein specially enumerated ; and the mayor and 
aldermen shall have full and exclusive power and authority 
to appoint in the manner hereinafter specified, a city mar- 
shal and assistant marshal or marshals, with the powers 
and duties of constables, and such number of constables 
as they shall deem expedient, and the same may be 
removed by the mayor. 
Powers veated SECTION 38. All othcr powcr^ vested in the inhabitants 
me?wJd*comt'' of towus iu this Commonwealth, and all powers herein 
moncouncu. granted, except such as are or may be vested in the boards 
created by or under this act, and all other powers hereto- 
fore by law vested in the city of Springfield, or in the 
inhabitants thereof as a municipal corporation, or in the 
city council of the city of Springfield, so far as the same 
shall be consistent with this act, shall be and are hereby 
continued, to be vested in the mayor, the board of alder- 
men and the board of common council of said city, to be 
exercised by said last named boards by concurrent vote, 
each board having a negative upon the other, and the 
mayor having a veto power as hereinbefore provided. 
u'eM^rY^ind ^"^ ^^^ ^^^Y couucil shall annually, within two months 
collector. aft^r their organization, elect by joint ballot, in con- 
vention, a city clerk, a city treasurer and a city col- 
lector, and shall by ordinance provide for the election or 
appointment of all other officers necessary for the good 
government, peace and health of the city, not herein other- 
wise provided for, to hold their offices for the term of one 
year from the first Monday of April, and until their suo- 
offlcers elected ccssors shall bc choscu and qualified : provided^ however^ 
may be removed that any officcr elected by the city council may be removed 
for cauM. ^i j^^y ^jjjjQ ijy gj^{j council for sufficient cause ; and that 
in case of the death, resignation or removal of any officer 
elected by the city council, his place shall be filled in^the 
manner provided in this section for the election of city 
officers ; and that any person elected to fill a vacancy shall 
hold office only for the unexpired term ; and that said city 
council may at any time, by ordinance, provide for the 
election or appointment of any officers, and constitute 
any board or boards of commissioners for municipal pur- 
poses, not herein provided for, and for the election or 
appointment or removal of such officers and the members of 
such boards, and determine their terms of office and com- 
pensation ; and may confer upon and delegate to such 
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officers or boards any powers and duties which now are, 
or may hereafter be vested in said city council, or either 
branch thereof, which shall not contravene any provisions 
hereof or of the statutes of the Commonwealth ; provided^ SSUSJiew may 
fariher^ that no additional boards of commissioners shall beci^tedby* 
be constituted without the concurrent vote of two-thirds ofthe whole 
of the whole number of members of each board of the SSSa^f oi^ty 
city council, and that any new officers or new boards of «>^«"- 
commissioners, created under the provisions of this section, 
may be abolished by concurrent vote of two-thirds of the 
whole* number of members of each board of said city 
council ; and provided^ that no member or members of the 
board of aldermen or of the common council, acting either 
individually or as a committee, shall make any disburse- 
ment of public money or perform any executive duty 
whatever, except as specially authorized by law, and that 
the appropriations for each department and office , of the 
city shall define, as far as practicable, the specific purposes 
for which the money appropriated is to be expended, and 
that no expenditure, nor any contract or agreement involv- 
ing the payment of money shall be made in any depart- 
ment or office, or by any board, commissioner or officer 
for the city, for any purpose not included in the appro- 
priation made by the city council, or in excess of the* 
appropriation so made, unless by vote of two-thirds of 
^e whole of each branch of the city council first obtained 
therefor ; and provided^ that no transfer of an appropria- Trwwferof 
tion from one department or office to another, or from one •pp'op'****^'**- 
specific object to another in the same department or office, 
shall be made without the consent of the city council ; and 
that no money shall be paid out of the treasury of the city 
unless the same shall be for an expenditure expressly 
authorized by law, and the bill, account or contract for the 
same shall have been approved by the board, commis- 
sioners, committee or person under whose authority it 
has been authorized and made, nor unless it has been 
examined, certified and drawn for by the mayor. 

Section 39. l^e city clerk shall be sworn to the faith- aty derk to 
ful discharge of the duties of his office. He shall have ^■^^™- 
charge of all journals, reeords, papers and documents ofthe 
dty, sign all warrants issued by the board of aldermen, and 
do such other acts in his said capacity as the city council may 
lawfully and reasonably require of him, and shall deliver all 
journals, records, papers and documents, and other things 
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intrusted to him as city clerk , to his successor in office. 
He shall also perform all the duties and exercise all the 
powers by law incumbent upon, or vested in, clerks of 
towns of this Commonwealth. He shall be clerk of the 
board of aldermen, shall attend said board when the same 
is in session, and keep a journal of its acts, votes and pro- 
ceedings ; also of the city council when in convention. He 
shall engross all the ordinances passed by the city council 
in a book provided for that purpose, and shall add proper 
indexes, which book shall be deemed a public record of such 
ordinances ; and he shall perform such other duties a^ shall 
be prescribed by the board of aldermen. 

Section 40. The city treasurer shall be the custodian 
of all moneys, bonds (except his own official bond which 
shall be in the custody of the city collector), certificates 
of indebtedness, notes, mortgages and other securities he- 
longing to the city. He shall deposit the money belonging 
to the city in such bank or banks -as he, having reference 
to the wishes of the sureties on his bond, shall select. He 
shall have all the powers appertaining to town treasurers, 
and shall perform all the acts and duties incumbent upon 
such treasurers, or upon him by virtue of his office, except 
those powers and duties herein given and assigned to 
.the city collector, and shall do and perform such other 
duties as shall be lawfully imposed upon him by stat- 
ute of the Commonwealth or ordinance of said city, or 
with the approval of the city council, by the board of 
finance. 

Section 41. The offices of city clerk and city treasurer 
may be held by one and the same person. 

Section 42. The city council may establish by ordi- 
nance the offices of assistant city clerk and assistant city 
treasurer, or either of such offices, and provide for the 
appointment or election of persons to hold the same ; and 
the said offices may be held by one and the same person, 
and the persons elected or appointed to said offices shall 
hold the same only for the remainder of the municipal 
year in which they are appointed or elected, and they may 
be removed, and said offices may be abolished at any time 
by the city council. They shall respectively have such 
powers and perform such duties, appertaining to the offices 
to which they are respectively assistant, consistent with the 
provisions of this act and of law, as the city council shall 
by ordinance prescribe. 
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Section 43. Whenever either the city clerk, the city ifci6rk.treM. 
treasurer or the city collector shall be temporarily unable iYSb2Litl'!JtS?*' 
to perform the duties of his office by reason of sickness, met^f^ 
absence from the city or other disability, the mayor by p^- 
and with the consent of the board of aldermen, may 
appoint some suitable person to be and act as city clerk or 
city treasurer or city collector, as the case may be, pro 
tempore; and every person so appointed shall, after being 
duly qualified, hold the office, with all the powers and subject 
to all the duties thereunto appertaining, until the absence or 
disability of the officer whose place he fills shall cease, or until 
another shall be duly appointed or elected to such place, but 
may be removed therefrom at any time by the mayor. 

Section 44. Every person elected or appointed to the Awiitantcierk 
office of assistant city clerk, or city clerk pro tempore j ^ "^^"^ 
shall be duly sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties 
thereof; and every person elected or appointed to the Auittant treas. 
office of treasurer, or collector, or assistant treasurer, or to^vebSnd!^' 
treasurer pro tempore^ or collector pro tempore^ shall, 
before entering upon the duties of his office, give such 
bond, in such sum and with such sureties and oil such 
conditions as the city council may require and approve. 

Section 45. The city collector shall be, and shall have oitvcouectorto 
all the powers now possessed by, and perform all the and^yovef 
duties incumbent upon, the collector of taxes of said city, *<>*»■<«■»»"'•• 
and shall also have power, and it shall be his duty, to col- 
lect and receive all assessments, betterments, notes, duties, 
dues, fines, forfeitures and moneys payable on any account 
to said city ; and he shall have all the powers with respect 
to such collections, and for the bringing of suits and 
instituting prosecutions, or legal process of any kind, 
heretofore possessed by the treasurer of said city, and 
such other powers as may be lawfully conferred on him by 
said city council. He shall be custodian of the officiaV 
bond of the city treasurer. He shall pay over all moneys 
received by him as such collector to the city treasurer 
within twenty-four hours after receiving the same (the 
hours of Sunday not counted), and shall take said treas- 
urer's receipt therefor, in duplicate, one copy of which he 
shall forthwith deliver to the mayor. He shall perform 
SQch other duties as may lawfully be required of him by 
ordinance or order of the city council or statutes of the 
Commonwealth, or, with the approval of the city council, 
by the board of finance. 
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Section 46. The persons heretofore chosen and now 
holding office in said city, as assessors, assistant assessors 
and overseers of the poor shall continue to hold their respect- 
ive offices for and during the full term for which they were 
respectively elected ; and assessors and assistant assessors, 
and overseers of the poor of said city, shall continue to be 
elected as provided by and in accordance with chapter one 
hundred and twenty-six of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-three; but all the rights, powers, 
duties and acts of the persons so elected overseers of the 
poor, shall be had, exercised, performed and done as 
members of the board of overseers of the poor and of 
health hereinafter provided for and established under the 
provisions of this act. The assessors thus chosen shall 
constitute the board of assessors for the city, aud shall 
exercise the powers and be subject to the duties and 
liabilities of assessors of towns in this Commonwealth, 
and shall be sworn to the faithful performance of the 
duties of their office. All taxes shall be assessed, appor- 
tioned and collected in the manner prescribed by the laws 
of the Commonwealth : provided^ however ^ that the city 
council may establish additional provisions not inconsist- 
therewith. The assistant assessors shall be duly 
sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties, and shall 
assist the assessors in the performance of their duties. 

Section 47. The school committee of said city shall 
continue to exist as now constituted, and the present 
members thereof shall continue to have and exercise all 
the rights and do and perform all of the acts and duties 
appertaining to the office of member of the school com- 
mittee of said city, as now established by law, for and 
during the full term for which they were respectively 
elected ; and whenever the terms of office of any of the 
present members of said committee shall expire, their 
places shall be filled by persons elected in the manner now 
provided by law for the election of members of the school 
committee of said city : provided^ however j that when it 
shall become necessary to elect a person to succeed or fill 
the place of the present member at large of said com- 
mittee, the person elected therefor shall be a resident of 
the ward which, by reason of the increase of the number 
of wards of said city herein provided for, shall not then 
be represented in said board ; and thereafter no two mem- 
bers of said committee shall when elected be residents 
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of the same ward ; and in case two or more of the per- 
.sons who appear to have received a majority of votes over 
others » in any election for members of said school com- 
mittee, shall be found to be residents of the same ward, 
the one having the larger number of votes, or in case two 
or all of them shall have had an equal number of votes, 
the senior by age of them shall be held and declared to be 
elected, and the balloting shall be otherwise of no effect ; 
and the board of aldermen shall forthwith issue their war- 
rant for a meeting of the citizens for a new election to fill 
any vacancies so caused, and so from time to time, as 
often as may be necessary, until the whole number of 
members of said committee required to be chosen shall 
have been duly elected; and provided^ that the mayor Mayor to be 
shall be ex officio a member and chairman of said com- ^™ '** 
mittee, but shall have np vote therein, except when his 
vote if cast would determine a question. In the absence 
of the mayor said committee shall elect a chairman pro 
tempore. All sums appropriated by the city council for 
the erection, maintenance, repairs or alteration of or sup- 
plies for school-houses, or for any educational purposes, 
shall be placed to the credit of and be subject to the order 
and disposal of said committee ; and said committee shall 
have the right to expend the same for said purposes, as it 
may deem best; and to appoint all officers, teachers, 
agents or other persons necessary for its purposes, fix 
their compensation and discharge them at pleasure. 

Section 48. If any person elected a member of the vacancies in 
school committee, after being 3uly notified of his election teol^howSK^ 
as hereinbefore provided, shall refuse or neglect to accept 
said ofiSce, or if any member of such committee shall decline 
to further serve as such, or by reason of change of resi- 
dence or other cause shall become disqualified or unable 
to act as or attend to the duties of a member of said 
committee, the remaining members shall in writing cer- 
tify the fact to the board of aldermen of the city, and the 
two boards, to wit : — the board of aldermen and the board 
of school committee, shall thereupon, after giving public 
notice of at least one week, convene at the place of meet- 
ing of the board of aldermen at a time appointed by the 
mayor, and proceed to fill such vacancy by electiuff by 
joint ballot a suitable person in his stead, who shall be 
an inhabitant of said city and a resident of the ward in 
which the person whose place he is to fill resided at the 
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time of his election ; and a majority of the ballots of all 
persons entitled to vote in said boards shall be necessary- 
to an election in such case. And if all the persons elected 
as members of the school committee, after having been 
duly notified of their election, shall refuse or neglect to 
accept the office or having accepted shall afterwards 
decline further service, or become disqualified or unable 
to act with or attend to the duties of such a committee, 
the board of aldermen and common council, in convention, 
shall after giving like public notice proceed to elect, by 
joint ballot, a new school committee, in accordance with 
the requirements as to the residence of menibers herein- 
before made ; and the majority of the ballots of the entire 
number of those entitled to vote in such convention shall 
bo necessary to an election in such case. The term of 
service of every member elected in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of this section, shall end with the municipal year 
in which he is chosen, and if the vacancy which he was 
elected to fill was for a longer period, it shall at the first 
annual election after the occurrence of the vacancy be 
filled in the manner prescribed for original elections of the 
school committee. 
^f^<IS?*°iS?whai Section 49. The mayor, by and with the advice and 
M>DstabiM7etc.' consent of the board of aldermen, shall annually in the 
month of January or February, and as often as may be 
required to fill vacancies, appoint the following named 
officers, to wit : — a city marshal, an assistant marshal, such 
other assistant marshals, and such constables as be, with 
the approval of the board of aldermen, may deem to be 
required for the public service ; a captain of the watch, a 
chief engineer of the fire department, such number of 
assistant engineers as any ordinance of the city council 
shall or may require, a superintendent of charities, a 
superintendent of water works, a superintendent of streets 
and sewers, a superintendent of buildings, a superintendent 
of fire alarms, a city physician, a city surveyor, and such 
a number of fence viewers, field drivers, surveyors of 
lumber, measurers of wood and bark, measurers of grain, 
inspectors of lime, inspectors of milk, inspectors of petro- 
' leum, sealers of weights and measures, pound keepers and 
weighers of coal, as are or may be by law required to be 
appointed or chosen, all of whom shall be duly sworn to 
the faithful discharge of their duties, and shall hold office 
for one year, beginning on the first Monday of April next 
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after their appoiDtment, and until others are duly appointed 
and qualified in their stead, but may be removed at any 
time by the mayor. 

Section 50^ The city marshal and assistant marshal JJ^Jtonuto 
or assistant marshals, and the captain of the watch, Jj^^J^/J 
appointed as provided in the preceding section, shall have ^ 
all the powers and duties of constables, and such other 
powers in addition to those which are conferred or imposed 
upon such officers by this act, as may be lawfully conferred 
or imposed upon them by the city council, and shall 
severally give such bonds, upon such conditions as are 
required by law to be given by constables in qualification 
for service in civil process, in such sums and with such 
sureties as the mayor and aldermen shall approve, upon 
which bonds like proceedings and remedies may be had as 
upon those given by constables to selectmen of towns ; and 
they shall respectively have all the powers and perform all 
the duties now possessed by or incumbent upon such 
officers of said city, except as the same may be modified 
by this act. And the city marshal shall also have such 
powers and perform such duties as, with the approval of 
the city council, may lawfully be conferred or imposed 
upon him by any board of commissioners of which he may 
be a member. 

Section 51 . The engineers of the fire department shall ^TSela" 
have the powers and authority in regard to the prevention department. 
and extinguishment of fires, and the performance of the 
other offices and duties incumbent upon fire-wards, which 
are vested in and conferred upon fire-wards and engineers 
of fire departments by the statutes of this Commonwealth, 
and such other powers and duties, in addition to those 
specified in this act, as shall lawfully be conferred or 
imposed upon them by the city council, or with the 
approval of the city council, by the board of fire and police 
commissioners established under the provisions of this act. 

Section 52. The superintendent of charities, the sa^rintendenu 
superintendent of water works, the superintendent of ** ^ ** 
streets and sewers, the superintendent of buildings, the 
superintendent of fire alarms, the city physician and the 
city surveyor, shall respectively have such powers and 
perform such duties, in addition to those herein specified, 
as shall lawfully be conferred or imposed upon them 
respectively by the city council, or with the approval of 
the city council, by any board of commissioners of which 
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they may respectively be members. The superintendent 
of charities shall act as and be the agent of the board of 
overseers of the poor and of health of said city, and shall 
do and perform such acts and things, in. relation to the 
care and relief, support, burial, removal and disposition of 
paupers, or indigent persons, or insane paupers, as the 
said board may lawfully direct and empower him to do 
And perform. The other officers named in this section 
shall have such powers and perform such duties as are or 
may be conferred or imposed on such officers by statutes 
of the Commonwealth, or lawfully by said city council. 
?^J^"i2)ard Section 53. The mayor, the superintendent of chari- 
ofheaiuu tlcs, the city physician and the city marshal, (each ex 
officio) 9 and the persons heretofore chosen, now holding 
office as overseers of the poor in said city, and their suc- 
cessors in office, elected in accordance with the provisions 
of chapter one hundred and twenty-six of the acts of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-three, shall constitute and 
be a board of overseers of the poor and of health of said 
city. The mayor shall be ex officio^ chairman, and the 
city physician, ex officio j clerk of said board. The said 
board shall he organized annually on the first Monday in 
April, and shall have and exercise all the powers and per- 
form all the duties of overseers of the poor as required by 
the statutes of the Commonwealth, subject to all ordi- 
nances of the city not inconsistent with law ; and no 
other provision for overseers of the poor need be made 
by said city. And said board shall on and ailer the 
first Monday of April next after the acceptance of this 
act, have and exercise all the rights and powers, and per- 
form all the duties of the board of health, as the said 
board of health is now constituted in said city. The board 
of health of said city as now constituted shall continue to 
have and exercise all the rights and powers, and per- 
form all the duties, now vested in or imposed upon »aid 
board by existing law or ordinances, until said first Mon- 
day of April next after the acceptance of this act, when 
its rights and powers shall cease and vest in said board of 
overseers of the poor and of health. 
S^^^i^iS^e^ Section 54. The mayor, the chief engineer of the fire 
department, the city marshal, each ex officio ^ and two citi- 
zens, to be chosen as herein^ter provided, shall constitute 
and be a board of fire and police commissioners for said 
city. The citizen members of said board shall be chosen 
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as follows, to wit : — within two months after the organiza- 
tion of the first city council elected under the provisions 
of this act, the said city council in convention shall, by 
joint ballot, elect two citizens of said city, neither of whom 
shall be a member of either branch of the city council, to 
be members of said board, oqe for the term of one year, 
and one for the term of two years, beginning on the first 
Monday of April then next ; and thereafter annually, within 
two months after its organization, said city council shall in 
convention, by joint ballot elect one citizen of said city, 
not a member of either branch of said city council, to bo a 
member of said board for the term of two years, begin- 
ning on the first Monday of April then next, and the said 
persons so elected shall hold their offices until others are 
duly elected and qualified in their stead. The mayor shall 
be chairman of said board. The said board shall organize organizauon 
on the first Monday of April in each year, or as soon as ^^ °*'^^' 
practicable thereafter, and shall choose one of its members 
to be clerk thereof, who shall keep a record of the pro- 
ceedings of said board and perform such other duties as 
said board shall assign to him. Said board shall appoint 
all such officers and members of the fire and police depart- 
ments as are not herein provided to be otherwise appointed, 
as may be required by any ordinance of the city council 
for said departments ; and the persons appointed by them 
shall hold their respective places until the same shall be 
vacated by death, resignation or removal for cause. Said J^^^^^JJ 
board shall, subject to the approval of the city council, i>fficeraand 
prescribe the duties of the officers and members of said de^i^enu. 
departments, except in matters regulated by statute of the 
Commonwealth or ordinances of said city, and make rules 
and regulations for their own government and for the gov- 
ernment of all other officers and members of the said 
departments (including the fire alarm telegraph and the 
operator thereof), as they may deem expedient, providing 
that such duties, rules and regulations shall not contravene 
or be inconsbtent with any statute of the Commonwealth 
or any ordinance or order of the said city council. Said 
board shall, in accordance with law and the ordinances and 
orders of the city council of said city, purchase all things 
necessary for the use and equipment of the said depart- 
ments : provided^ however^ that every expenditure therefor 
shall have been previously authorized, and an appropria- 
tion made therefor by said city council. Said board shall 
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investigate all complaints and charges against any member 
of said departments, appointed by said board, and if they 
find any member thereof guilty of a breach of the laws, 
or of the ordinances of the city, or of any of the rules or 
regulations of the department, shall remove him from his 
place, assigning the reasons therefor, or shall inflict the 
penalty provided by ordinance, or by the rules or regula- 
tions of the said departments ; but no member shall be 
so removed, unless he shall first have had an opportunity 
to be heard in his defence before said board, and at least 
six days in which to prepare therefor. Said board may, 
whenever they deem it necessary or expedient, appoint 
such number of temporary policemen as occasion may 
require, fix their compensation and term of service, and 
remove them at pleasure ; and, upon the written application 
of any responsible corporation or person, they may appoint 
suitable persons to be special policemen, to serve without 
pay from the city, under such regulations as said board 
may deem expedient, with the power of police ofiicers to 
preserve order and enforce the laws and the ordinances of 
the city, in and about any place, building or locality speci- 
fied in the application : provided ^ that such corporation or 
persons making such application shall give bond satis- 
factory to the said board, to be liable to and indemnify 
the city from any claims of any party or parties a^rieved 
by any ofilcial misconduct of such special police officer, to 
the same extent as for the torts of agents or servants in 
their employment, and that anjr appointment of such 
special police officer may be revoked by said board or by 
the mayor at any time. A record of all appointments and 
removals made by said board shall be kept by the clerk 
thereof. No person shall hereafter be appointed to any 
position or office in said police department who is not a 
citizen of the United States, who has not been a resident 
of and paid taxes to said city for at least one year preced- 
ing his appointment, or who cannot read and write under- 
standingly the English language. 

Section 55. The mayor, the city surveyor, the super- 
intendent of streets and sewers, the superintendent of 
water works, the superintendent of buildings, each ex 
officio^ and two citizens to be 'elected as hereinafter 
provided, shall constitute and be a board of commis- 
sioners of public works of said city. The citizen mem- 
bers of said board shall be chosen as follows, to wit: 
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Within two months after the organization of the first city 
couilcil elected under the provisions of this act, the said 
city council in convention shall, by joint ballot, elect two 
citizens of said city, neither of whom shall be a member 
of either branch of said city council, to be members of 
said board, one for the term of one year, and one for the 
term of two years, beginning on the first Monday of 
April then next ; and thereafter annually within two 
months after its organization said city council shall in 
<H)nyention, by joint ballot elect one citizen of said city. 
Dot a member of either branch of said city council, to be 
a member of said board for the term of two- years, begin- 
ning on the first Monday of April then next ; and the per- 
sons so elected shall hold their offices until others are duly 
elected and qualified in their stead. The mayor shall be Mayor to be 
chairman of said board. The said board shall organize on ^JS^ **^ 
the first Monday in April in each year, or as soon as prac- 
ticable thereafter. The city surveyor ' shall be clerk of 
said board, and shall keep a record of its doings and cer- 
tify the same when there is occasion therefor, and shall 
make all plans and surveys required for the use of said 
board. In case of the absence or inability of said clerk 
to act, said board shall choose a clerk pro tempore. It Dutfe* of board. 
shall be the duty of said board to hold hearings, investi- 
gate and report on all matters referred to them by the 
city council or mayor and aldermen, or board of aldermen, 
relating to the laying out, altering, widening, discontin- 
uing, change of grade, or repairing of the streets of said 
city ; also on all matters so referred to* them, relating to 
the laying out, establishing, change of grade, construct- 
ing, paving, 'altering, repairing or repaving sidewalks 
therein; .and also, on all matters so referred to them 
relating to the laying out, maintenance, constructing, 
altering or repairing sewers and drains therein. The said Tobavecare 

^^ and ciUfcOdv oi 

board shall have the care and custody of the public prop- pubuc property. 
erty of said city, except as is otherwise provided by law 
or ordinance : provided, that the existing ordinance of said 
city, as to the powers and duties of the committee on city 
property^ shall be df no effect after the organization of 
said board, so far as it confers any executive powers on 
said committee; and said board shall provide for all the 
labor, and purchase all the materials necessary for repairs 
to be made or done upon such property, and shall super- 
intend all such labor or repairs : provided^ that all expend- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



532 1877-— Chaptbe 146. 

itures made by said board shall have been previously 
authorized and au appropriation made therefor by the city 
council. Said board shall also perform such further duties 
relating to streets, bridges, sidewalks, sewers, drains or 
other public works, parks, squares and public places, 
including the estimate of damages and betterments, as the 
city council shall by ordinance or order, not repugnant to 
TJeword^^ law, from time to time prescribe or direct. The word 
fined. street in this act shall include highways, town ways, lanes 

and alleys. The said board shall also, on and after the 
first Monday of April next after the acceptance of this 
act, have and exercise all the rights, powers and author- 
ity vested in, and perform all the duties imposed upon, 
the board of water commissioners of said city, under 
chapter three hundred and forty-five of the acts of eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-two : provided^ that the board 
of water commissioners of said city, as now constituted, 
shall continue to have and exercise all the rights and pow- 
ers, and perform all the duties now vested in or imposed 
upon them by existing law, until said first Monday of 
April next after the acceptance of this act, when their 
rights and powers shall cease and vest in said board of 
commissioners of public works by this act established; 
sinktogtod^^ Bind provided^ further J that said city council may at any 
r „ ♦«# ^.^^ establish a sinking fund, in accordance with the 
statutes of the Commonwealth regulating or concerning 
sinking funds of cities and towns, and thereby provide for 
the payment of the principal of the bonds denominated 
"Springfield Water Bonds^" in connection with other indebt- 
edness of said city, notwithstanding any provision of any 
previous act; and that whenever said city council shall 
have established such a sinking fund, the functions of said 
board of commissioners of public works as trustees of any 
sinking fund, if any, established under the provisions of 
any previous act, shall cease, and the same shall vest in 
and be devolved upon the board of finance herein pro- 
vided for and established. The said board may, subject 
to the approval of the city council, appoint and employ 
such agents, clerks, artisans or laborers, for the working 
and management of the business of the water works under 
their control, as they may deem necessary, and fix their 
compensation, term of service and duties, and discbarge 
them at their pleasure. 
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Section 56. The mayor, city treasurer, and city col- ^^^^^ 
lector, all ex officio^ and two citizens to be elected as 
hereinafter provided, shall constitute and be a board of 
finance of said city. The citizen members of said board 
shall be chosen as follows, to wit : — Within two months 
after the organization of the first city council elected under 
the provisions of this act, the said city council in con- 
vention shall, by joint ballot, elect -two citizens of said 
cit^, neither of whom shall be a member of either branch 
of said city council, to be members of said board, one for 
the term of one year, and one for the term of two years, 
beginning on the first Monday of April then next ; and 
thereafter annually, within two months after its organ- 
ization, said city council shall in convention by joint 
ballot, elect one citizen of said city, not a member of either 
branch of said city council, to be a member of said board 
for the term of two years, beginning on the first Monday 
of April then next ; and the persons so elected shall 
hold their offices until others are duly elected and quali- 
fied in their stead. The mayor shall be chairman of JJ^^ *****$ 
8aid board. The said board shall organize on the first loJS^^ ^ 
Monday in April in each year, or as soon as practica- 
ble thereafter. The city treasurer shall be clerk of said 
board and shall keep a record of its doings and certify 
the same when there is occasion therefor. In case of 
the absence or inability of said clerk to act, said board 
shall choose a clerk jpro tempore. The said board shall 
have charge and be trustees of any sinking fund which 
may be created or established by said city council. The 
said board, whenever any claim for damages either to 
persons or property shall be made against the city, shall 
forthwith examine into all the facts connected with the 
said claim and take such measures in reference thereto as 
they may deem best for the interests of the city. They To make esu. 
shall annually in the month of February, March or April, tot^?L^"^ 
lay before the city council an estimate of the amount of ^' 
money necessary to be raised by taxation for the ensuing 
year, including payments on the city debt, giving in detail 
the amount of appropriation required for each department 
and ofiSlce of the city government, with an estimate of the 
iocome of the city from all sources ; and shall, from time 
to time, furnish such other estimates and statements as 
may be requested by the city council or either branch there- 
of. The said board shall twice, within each financial year, 
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in the month of May and November, examine the accounts 
of the city treasurer and the city collector, and the accounts, 
books and records of any board or committee or person 
having the right of receiving or expending money of the 
city, together with the money, securities and property of 
every kind in their possession belonging to the said city, 
and report the result of said examination to the city 
council : provided^ however ^ that the examination of the 
accounts of the city treasurer and collector herein provided 
for shall be made by the other members of the board. 
The said board shall invest, re-invest or change investment 
of any funds of said city, in accordance with the orders of 
said city council ; and shall examine and report upon any 
matter committed to them by said city council. 

Section 57. The board of fire and police commission- 
ers, the board of overseers of the poor and of health, the 
board of commissioners of public works and the board of 
finance, established under the provisions of this act, shall 
in addition to those specified herein, respectively have and 
exercise such other powers, and perform such other acts 
not in contravention of law, as said city council shall from 
time to time confer or impose upon them. Until said 
board shall respectively have been duly organized accord- 
ing to the provisions of this act; the powers hereby vested 
in and imposed upon them respectively, shall continue to 
be, as far as the same now are, vested in and performed 
by the respective officers and boards now by statute or 
ordinance invested or charged with the same : provided^ 
that no appointments, whether to fill vacancies or other- 
wise, to places over which either of said boards is to have, 
upon organization, power of appointment, shall be made for 
a term to extend beyond the time herein fixed for the 
organization of the board which is to have such power of 
appointment. Members of said board shall receive no 
compensation for their services as such, but shall be re- 
imbursed for all expenses or outlays necessarily incurred 
in the discharge of their duties as such members from the 
city treasury, upon the order of .the mayor, but this pro- 
vision shall not be held to apply to the salaries of the ex 
officio members of such boards. All members of said 
boards, except members ex officio^ and all clerks, whether 
permanent or pro tempore^ shall before entering upon their 
duties be duly sworn by the chairman of the respective 
boards of which they were elected such members or clerks, 
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or by any justice of the peace or other officer authorized 
to administer oaths in Hampden County, and a certificate 
thereof shall be entered upon the records of such boards. 
Any of said boards may .carry out its purposes by or 
through a committee of its own body selected as it may 
determine. The records and papers of each of said Records to 
boards shall , at all times when required, be open to the inspection of 
inspection of the city council, or either branch thereof, or ®*^y~^*^*- 
any committee or person directed by said city council, or 
eitiher branch thereof, to examine the same. Vacancies 
occurring in any of said boards shall be filled in the manner 
in this act provided for the election or appointment of the 
member thereof whose place is vacated. In the absence 
of the permanent chairman or clerk of any of said boards, 
a chairman or clerk pro tempore shall be chosen by such 
board. The city council may at any time for cause, 
remove any member of any of said boards, whose place it 
has power to fill. 

Section 58. The police court heretofore established in Pouce court to 
said city shall continue as now established, and have and Mu^ushed."^^ 
exercise all the jurisdiction and powers which said court 
now has and exercises ; and no statute of the Common- 
wealth having relation to said court shall be repealed or in 
any manner affected by this act ; and all fines, forfeitures 
and penalties accruing for the breach of any by-law or 
ordinance of the city council of said city may be prose- 
cuted for and recovered before said police court, in the 
same manner as like fines, forfeitures and penalties are 
now prosecuted for and recovered before said court : pro-^ Proviso. 
videdf that all such fines, forfeitures and penalties so 
recovered and paid shall be paid to the collector of the 
city of Springfield, on and after the first Monday of April 
next after the acceptance of this act. 

Section 59. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent Repeal of in. 
with this act are hereby repealed : provided ^ however ^ that <**>°*'»*^* •^• 
such repeal shall not revive any law heretofore repealed or 
superseded, nor any office heretofore abolished; it shall 
not affect any act done, or any right accruing, accrued or 
established, or any proceedings, doings or acts, ratified or 
confirmed, or any suit or proceeding had or commenced 
before the repeal takes effect, but the proceedings therein 
shall, when necessary, conform to the provisions of this 
act ; it shall not affect any penalty or forfeiture incurred 
before it takes effect, under any of the laws repealed. 
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except that where a punishment, penalty or forfeiture is 
mitigated by the provisions of this act, such provisions 
may be extended and applied to any judgment pronounced 
after said repeal ; it shall not affect any suit or prosecution 
pending at the time of the repeal for an offence committed, 
or for the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture incurred 
under any of the acts repealed, except that the proceed- 
ing therein shall when necessary conform to the provi- 
sions of this act ; and when a limitation or period of time 
prescribed in any of the acts repealed, for acquiring a 
right or barring a remedy, or any other purpose, has begun 
to run, and the same or similar limitation is prescribed in 
this act, the time of limitation shall continue to run, and 
shall have like effect as if the whole period had begun and 
ended under the operation of this act. All persons who 
at the time when said repeal takes effect hold any office 
under any of the acts repealed, shall continue to hold the 
same according to the tenure thereof, except those offices 
which have been abolished, and those as to which a differ- 
ent provision has been lawfully made. The provisions of 
this act, so far as they are the same as those of the exist- 
ing charter, shall be construed as a continuation thereof 
and not as new enactments, and references in laws not 
repealed to provisions of laws incorporated into this act 
shall be construed as applying to the same provisions so 
incorporated : and provided^ dUo, that all acts and parts 
of acts relating to or which have been accepted by the 
said city, and all the ordinances and by-laws of the said 
city, which shall be in force at the time when the said 
repeal shall take effect, not inconsistent herewith, shall 
continue in force until the same are duly repealed ; and 
all persons holding office under such ordinances and by- 
laws shall continue to hold such offices according to the 
tenure thereof. The legislature may at any time alter, 
amend or repeal this act. 

Section 60. This act shall be void unless accepted by 
the qualified voters of said city of Springfield, present and 
voting by ballot, ^ yes ** and ** no ** at meetings vamed 
for the purpose in the several wards by the mayor and 
board of aldermen, to be held on or before the first day of 
July next ; and it shall be the duty of the mayor and 
aldermen of said city, within thirty days of the passage of 
this act, to cause a sufficient number of copies hereof to 
be printed and distributed among the voters of said city 
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and to warn meetings in the several wards to be held on 
some day within sixty days after such passage, and to 
furnish at such meetings a sufficient number of ballots 
printed separately with the word ^ yes *' and the word 
** no " ; and at such meetings the same proceedings shall 
be had respecting the receiving, sorting, counting, declar- 
ing, recording and making returns of votes as is provided 
by law for elections in cities ; and the mayor and alder- 
men, within two days after such meetings, shall examine 
the returns from the several wards ; and if the act appears 
not to have been accepted by a majority of the qualified 
voters present and voting in the several wards, the mayor 
and aldermen may if they see fit warn other meetings in 
the several wards for the same purpose, to be held on some 
day not sooner than sixty days after those previously held, 
and again meetings for a third time ; and whenever it shall 
appear that a majority of the qualified voters present and 
voting in the several wards at meetings thus duly warned, 
have voted to accept this act, the mayor shall immediately 
make proclamation of the fact and the city clerk shall 
transmit notice thereof to the secretary of the Common- 
wealth, and thereupon this act shall take effect as follows, 
to wit : — For the purpose of the division of said city into when to uke 
nine wards as hereinbefore provided, and for the election ®*^ 
at the annual meeting of municipal officers, upon such 
proclamation by the mayor ; and for all other purposes, it 
shall take effect on the first Monday of January next fol- 
lowing such proclamation. Approved April 20, 1877. 

Ak Act to abolish the office of overseer of the house of QJiap. 147 

CORRECTION. ^* 

Be U enacUdf &c., as follows : 

Section 1. The county commissioners of the several 2®"°5,«>?™if" 
counties, except Suffolk, shall have and exercise all the duuesof over. 
authority and perform all the duties heretofore exercised Sf^r?ectkm.** 
and required by law of overseers of the houses of cor- 
rection. 

Section 2, Section nine of the one hundred and Q^^i^g'j^, 
seventy-eighth chapter of the General Statutes is hereby 
repealed. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon the first day 
of July next. Approved April 20, 1877. 

68 
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Chap. 148 An Act to fix thb sa^lart of the clerk of the police court 

OF NEWBURYPORT. 

Be it enacted, ifcc, as follows : 
fiSSZ****^ The annual salary of the clerk of the police court of 
Newburyport shall be eight hundred dollars^ from and 
after the first day of January last. 

Approved April 20, 1877. 

Chap. 149 An Act to amend section two of chapter one hundred and 

TWENTY-SEVEN OF THE ACTS OF THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 
AND SIXTY-ONE, FOR THE PROTECTION OF AGRICULTURAL SOCIE- 
TIES AND FARMERS^ CLUBS. 

Be it enacted, Sc, as foUows : 
im!w^X^ Section 1. Section two of chapter one hundred and 
twenty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and sixty-one is hereby amended by adding after the words 
** stated time," the words "or engage in pool selling at or 
within half a mile of the place of holding said shows or 
meetings.*' 

Section 2. This act shall take ejBTect upon its passage. 

Approved April 20, 1877. 

Chap. 150 An Act in relation to certain reports and statutes, and 

STANDARD WEIGHTS, MEASURES AND BALANCES FURNISHED TO 
TOWNS. 

Be it enacted, Sc, as follows : 

ftSSS^^tii Section 1. Every town hereafter incorporated shall be 

M5*documeni. ft^^nished by the secretary of the Commonwealth with a 

full set of the reports of the decisions of the supreme 

judicial court, one copy of the General Statutes, and 

copies of all such books and documents then in his office 

as have heretofore been furnished by the Commonwealth 

ProvUo. to towns : providedy that the clerk of such town shall first 

file with the secretary of the Commonwealth a certificate 

in writing, to the effect that the town has provided at its 

own expense a suitable book-case for the preservation of 

the books to be received from the Commonwealth. 

ro^'ed^^ Section 2. Any town which has already received or 

In case of low.' which may hereafter receive the standard weights, measures 

and balances, under section four of chapter fifty-one of the 

General Statutes, the reports of the decisions of the supreme 

judicial court, and the copy of the General Statutes, shall 

not be again supplied at the expense of the Commonwealth, 

in case the same shall be lost or destroyed ; but towns may 

effect insurance on the same for their own benefit. 

Bep«»i- Section 8. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent 

herewith are hereby repealed. Approved April 20, 1877. 
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An Act bblatino to thb sealing of weights and measures. Chap. 151 
Be U enacted, Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. Instead of appointing more than one sealer Aeeaierof 
of weights and measures, the mayor and aldermen of any SSSu^^J^d 
city and the selectmen of any town, where it may be nee- b^^ap^totocL 
essary for the proper discharge of the duties of such office, 
shall appoint annually one or more deputy-sealers, who 
shall act under the direction of the sealer ; and the mayor May be removed 
and aldermen of cities, and selectmen of towns are author- **p*^™^- 
ized to remove the sealer or deputy-sealers of weights and 
measures in such city or town whenever they may deem it 
expedient. 

Section 2. Chapter one hundred and twenty-three of ^e*i2?M*i^ 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six is 
hereby amended by striking out the words ** within sixty 
days after said notice " in the first section thereof, and by 
striking out in the second section thereof the words ^ after 
the expiration of the said sixty days,'' and inserting in 
place thereof the words, **at any -time after said notice," 

Section 3. In case any sealer of weights and measures weighuand 
cannot seal any scales, weights and measures with the ^^ark^^il^th 
stamp as now provided by law, he may mark them with a Jh2t they^htlvS^ 
stencil or other suitable means so as to show they have been inspected. 
been inspected ; but he shall in no case seal or mark as 
correct any weights, scales or measures which do not con- 
form to the standards ; if such scales, weights or measures 
can be readily adjusted by such means as he has at hand, 
he may adjust and seal them ; but if they cannot be readily 
adjusted he shall affix to such scales, weights or measures 
a notice forbidding their use until he is satisfied that they 
have been so adjusted as to conform to the standards ; and 
whoever removes said notice without the consent of the 
officer affixing said notice shall for each offence forfeit a 
sum not exceeding fifty dollars, one half to the use of the 
city or town and one half to the use of the complainant. 

Section 4. Whenever visiting the place of business of Sf**\®2Jd ^ui 
any person for the purpose of testing any scales, weights duplicate sets 
and measures, the sealer or his deputy is hereby authorized m«urarak ^^ 
to use for that purpose such scales, weights or meas- 
ures as he can conveniently carry with him ; and each city 
and town shall furnish for the purposes of this act, the 
sealer of weights and measures with one or more duplicate 
sets of scales, weights and measures, which shall at all 
times be kept to conform to the standards furnished by 
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the Commonwealth ; and all such scales, weights and 
measures so sealed shall be deemed legally sealed, the 
same as if tested and ^sealed with the standard scales, 
weights and measures. 
f^^rTiShu Section 5. Any sealer or deputy-sealer of weights and 
^uiouTaw- ™®*8"res is authorized to seize without a warrant such scales, 
rant. ' weights or measures as may be necessary to be used as evi- 

dence in cases of violation of this or any act relating to the 
sealing of weights and measures ; such scales, weights or 
measures to be returned to the owners or be forfeited as 
the court may direct. 
vmT^^o?^ Section 6. All provisions of law requiring the sealing 
J^]*^ ^ of milk-cans, and acts and parts of acts inconsistent here- 
with are hereby repealed : provided^ however j this repeal 
shall not affect any suit or legal proceedings now pending, 
or any liabilities or penalties already incurred. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 20, 1877. 

Chap, 152 An Act to amend an act bntftled " an act to PROvroE for a 

UNION PASSENGER STATION, AND FOR THE REMOVAL OF RAIUtOAD 
TRACKS FROM CERTAIN PUBUC WATS AND GROUNDS IN THE CTTY 
OF WORCESTER." 

Be U enacted, Ac, as follows: 

ISSe^sS^et Section 1. The mayor and aldermen of the city of 

acroM burial. WorcestcT may and shall forthwith extend Foster Street in 

^^^ said city, with a width of not less than sixty feet from its 

eastern terminus at the west end of the Foster Street 

station, as nearly as may be over the discontinued railroad 

location lying east of said station, to the Mechanic Street 

burial-ground ; thence across said burial-ground and across 

Bridge Street to the intersection of the railroad viaduct 

with Mechanic Street; thence under said viaduct by a 

bridge, with a span of not less than sixty feet in the clear, 

measured at right angles with said extension, partly on 

Mechanic Street, to Summer Street ; the whole to be laid 

out and constructed substantially in accordance with a 

plan of the proposed extension of Foster Street, filed in 

the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth on ttie 

twenty-ninth day of March in the year one thousand eight 

i^^dernwn**' hundred and seventy-seven. The decree of said mayor 

tobeflnaL and aldcrmeu laying out said extension and establishing 

the grade thereof shall be final without further proceedings, 

and said extension shall be constructed at the expense of 

said city. Said city shall maintain a suitable track. 
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either upoD said extension or partly upon said exten- 
sion and partly upon the discontinued railroad location 
between the west line of said burial-ground and said 
Yiaduct, to be connected with the tracks of one or more 
of the railroads in said city, for the accommodation of 
the business establishments on the line of said extension 
which were accommodated by the tracks of the Boston 
and Albany Railroad at the time of the passage of said 
act, unless said mayor and aldermen shall within three 
months after the date of their decree laying out said exten- 
sion, vote not to construct said tracks ; and if said mayor 
and aldermen shall so vote, then said city shall not be 
required to maintain said track, but shall pay to the owners 
of said establishments such sums as compensation for not 
famishing said track, as the parties shall agree, or in case 
of disagreement, as the county commissioners of the 
county of Worcester, after hearing the parties, shall deter- 
mine. Said track, if constructed, shall be operated by 
horse-power, or such other motive power as said mayor • 
and aldermen shall from time to time permit. Said bridge Bridge over 
over said street shall be built by the railroad companies byrSiro^TOm! 
owning said viaduct, in such manner and form as the board 5i*^*^^^°*°' 
of railroad commissioners, after hearing the parties, shall 
direct ; and said railroad companies may take, under the 
general laws,* additional land necessary for the abutments 
of said bridge. And the expense of building said bridge Exoenteof 
and abutments, and of the land so taken, after deducting Jidbj?cuy^ 
the value of the present bridge and materials, shall be paid 
by said city ; and the expense of maintaining said bridge 
shall be borne by said city and said railroad companies 
in such proportion as the parties shall agree, or in case of 
disagreement, as the county commissioners for the county 
of Worcester, after hearing the parties shall determine ; 
and such apportionment may be revised by said county 
commissioners at intervals of not less than three years, 
upon the application of either of said parties. All dam- AeMMment 
ages occasioned to any person or corporation by the laying ^^ damiget. 
out of said extension, shall be assessed by said mayor and 
aldermen in the first instance, and shall be subject to revi- 
sion by a jury in the manner provided by law in the laying 
out of town ways, and shall be paid by said city ; and 
estates receiving benefit and advantage from the laying 
out of said extension, shall be liable to assessment therefor, 
as provided in the general laws relating to betterments. 
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Section 2. So much of section twenty-two of chapter 
three hundred and forty-three of the acts of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-one as relates to Fos- 
ter Street is hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 24, 1877. 
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Ckap. 153 An Act to incorporate the fidelity assurance company of 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Be U enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. Ezra Farnsworth, Francis A. Osbom, 
Samuel B. Kindge, J. Gardner White, Frank Goodwin, 
Charles J. Whitmore, William S. Eaton, James ?• Mel- 
ledgc, William I. Parker and Samuel Batchelder, Jr., 
their associates and successors, are made a corporation by 
the name of the Fidelity Assurance Company of Massachu- 
setts, for the purposes hereinafter set forth ; to have its 
place of business in the city of Boston, and to be subject 
to the provisions of all general laws which now are or 
hereafter may be in force in relation to like corporations. 

Section 2. The capital stock of said company shall 
be five hundred thousand dollars, aud ^ay be increased 
to one million dollars by a vote of the stockholders ; and 
shall be invested iu the same kinds of securities in which 
savings bunks are required to invest. 
To ajjt wMrarety SECTION 3. The Said compaiiy is hereby authorized 
b^ds, and upon aud cmpowcrcd to act, within the limits of this Common- 
»w.«^. ♦« i„^-« wealth and under the jurisdiction of the courts thereof, as 
surety upon the official bond of any person to the United 
States ; to any county, city or town ; to any judge of 
probate, or other court or magistrate; to any corporation 
or nssocintion, public or private; and upon a bond to any 
person or persons conditioned upon the performance of 
any trust. Also upon bonds to indemnify against loss any 
person or persons who are responsible as surety or sure- 
ties, upon a written instrument or otherwise, for the faith- 
ful performance by others, of any trust, office or duty ; 
and in any case where, by law or otherwise, two sureties 
are required upon any obligation which this Company is 
hereby authorized to assure, this company may act as sole 
surety, if so accepted and approved by the court or magis- 
trate named as the obligee in the bond. 

Section 4. The amount of the responsibility incurred 
b* «>m*^an'^ by Said company in behalf of any one person, partnership 
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or company, shall not exceed the amount of ten per centum 
upon its paid in capital ; and in the case of bonds of trus- 
tees and guardians filed in any probate court of this Com- 
monwealth, shall not exceed on any one bond five per 
centum of the net assets of the company ; nor in the case 
of bonds by executors or administrators shall it exceed the 
sum of fifteen thousand dollars upon any one bond. 
Section 5. After deducting from the earnings of the Reserved ftind 

(_./..! *=* . » •» ^ . I for payment of 

no part of the premiums received on risks loMes. 

not terminated being considered earnings) , and from the 
income of its invested funds, such an amount as shall have 
been required for the costs of management, and for such 
dividends, not exceeding six per centum per annum on the 
capital stock as the directors may determine upon, the 
residue shall be annually set apart for the purpose of con- 
stituting a reserved fund for the payment of losses, until 
the said reserved fund shall equal the amount of the cap- 
ital stock paid in ; and in case the reserved fund shall ever 
be impaired, it shall be made up to the full amount in the 
manner originally provided; and the said ca4)ital stock 
shall in no case be impaired or diminished until said 
reserved fund shall have been exhausted : provided^ that Proviso. 
whenever the said reserved fund shall equal the amount of 
the capital stock paid in, the earnings of the company, 
over and above the aforesaid dividends of six per centum 
per annum and the contributions required to keep the said 
reserved fund entire, may thereafter be divided among the 
stockholders in the same manner as is provided for joint- 
stock insurance companies; and provided^ cdsos that in 
closing up the affairs of the said company the amount then 
standing to the credit of the said reserved fund shall be 
divided among the j^tockholders, in proportion to their 
respective shares. 

Section 6. The said company shall make all such Returns to 
returns as are now or may be required by law. of other like required S 
corporations, and shall be subject to all the provisions of jSluons.^'* 
law regarding insurance companies having a specific cap- 
ital, so far as applicable to this company; and in case 
doubts should arise as to what are **like corporations,^' or 
what are ^the provisions of law applicable to this com- 
pany," within the meaning of this act, it is hereby enacted 
and declared that the decision of the commissioner of cor- 
porations, the savings bank commissioners and the insurance 
commissioner, or of the major part of them, shall deter- 
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mine such doubts ; and the said company shall pay such 
taxes as may be prescribed by the tax commissioner, who 
shall be governed by the standard of the highest taxes 
imposed upon any corporations having analogous powers 
or purposes. 

Section 7. The said company shall publish within ten 
days after the first day of January, April, July and Octo- 
ber in each year, in two or more newspapers published in 
the city of Boston, a statement of its assets and liabilities 
sworn to by one of its officers. 

Section 8. The books and investments of said com- 
pany shall be open to the inspection of the insurance 
commissioner, and of the tax commissioner of the Com- 
monwealth ; also to the inspection of the stockholders, 
subject to such limitations as may be prescribed by the 
by-laws of the company. Every stockholder shall be 
furnished with a copy of the charter and by-laws of the 
company. 

Section 9. Any member of this company who shall be 
desirous of selling any of his shares, the executor or 
administrator of any member deceased, and the grantee or 
assignee of any shares sold on execution, shall cause such 
their shares respectively to be appraised by the directors, 
which it shall be their duty to do on request, and shall 
thereupon offer the same to them for the use of the com- 
pany, at such appraised value ; and if said directors shall 
choose to take such shares for the use of the company, 
such member, executor, administrator or assignee shall, 
upon the payment or tender to him of such apprait^ed value 
thereof, and the dividends due thereon, t^nsfer and assign 
such share or shares to said company : providedy however^ 
the said directors shall not be obliged to take such shares 
at the appraised value aforesaid, unless they shall think it 
for the interest of the company ; and if they shall not, 
within twenty days after such shares are offered to them 
in writing, take the same and pay such member, exec- 
utor, administrator or assignee therefor, the price at 
which the same shall have been appraised, such member, 
executor, administrator or assignee shall be at liberty to 
sell and dispose of the same shares to any person whom- 
soever. 

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 
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An Act authorizing the treasurer of Worcester county to (JJian. 154 

PAT BENJAMIN D. DWINNELL FOR SERVICES AND LOSSES CONNECTED •^' 

WITH THE BURNING OF FITCHBURG JAIL. 

Bt U enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The treasurer of Worcester County is here- Allowance to 
by authorized, with the approval of the county commis- Dwffii.^* 
sioners of said county, to pay to Benjamin D. Dwinnell 
the sum of five hundred dollars for services and losses 
coDnected with the burning of Fitchburg jail : provided^ 
that said sum shall be paid out of the amount collected as 
the county tax of Worcester County granted this year. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 

An Act LEGALIZING THE LAYING OUT AND ALTERATION OF CERTAIN QJia^ J 55 
WAYS IN THE TOWN OF CLINTON. -^* 

Bt U enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The laying out or alteration of all town Lftyingoutand 
ways in the town of Clinton for the use of said town, here- town wayi*' 
tofore made by the selectmen or road commissioners and i®**^*^*^- 
accepted by the inhabitants of said town, is hereby con- 
firmed and made legal to the same extent as though the 
written notice mentioned in section sixty-one of chapter 
forty-three of the General Statutes had been given to the 
ownera of land taken therefor. 

Section 2. All persons aggrieved by the laying out or Assessment 
alteration of the town ways mentioned in the preceding °^ ^""*«<'»* 
section may make application for a jury or committee, for 
the assessment of their damages, at any time within one 
year from the passage of this act instead of the time fixed 
by section scventy-tihree of said chapter forty-three, which 
last named section, except as herein provided, shall be 
applicable to all cases arising under this act. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 
As Act authorizing the treasurer of Worcester county to m^^ i k/> 

PAT WILLIAM O. BROWN FOR SERVICES CONNECTED WITH THE ^'^"F' ■*"«^" 
BURNINQ OF FITCHBURG JAIL. 

Be U etMcted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The treasurer of Worcester County is here- Allowance to 
by authorized, with the approval of the county commis- S^oil^^* 
sioners of said county, to pay to Williapi O. Brown the 
sum of five hundred dollars for services connected with 
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the burning of Fitchburg jail: provided^ that said sum 
shall be paid out of the amount collected as the county tax 
of Worcester County granted this year^ 

Seotion 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 
Chap, 157 An Act to amend the chabter of the Massachusetts family 

BANK. 

Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

•nS'iSlirwf*' Section 1. The capital stock of the Massachusetts 
Family Bank incorporated by chapter one hundred and 
forty-two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six, shall be five hundred thousand dollars, in 
shares of fifty dollars each, which shall be restricted to a 
semi-annual dividend, never to exceed four per cent. No 
life insurance policy shall be issued, nor any deposit 
received, till two hundred thousand dollars of stock have 
been subscribed, paid in in cash and invested, and such 
fact is certified by the insurance commissioner. 

SugSi^'eKd.' Section 2. The time for organizing said bank as a 
corporation and commencing business is hereby extended 
one year from the passage of this act. 

Repeal. SECTION 3. Scctious two and three of the act incor- 

porating said bank are hereby repealed. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 26, 1877. ' 

Chap% 158 An At)T relating to partitions and sales of real estate, by 

order of the probate courts. 

Be it enacted, &c.^ as follows : 
to^e by ol-der*" Section 1. The provisious of chapter one hundred and 
TOui-u^"'^ thirty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
1864, 137. sixty- four shall apply to all sales heretofore or hereafter 

" made under chapter one hundred and eleven of the acts of 

the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one, whether said 
sales be of the estates of persons deceased settled, or in 
course of settlement, in the probate courts, or of tenants 
in common or otherwise, not claiming as heirs or devisees ; 
and in all cases of sale under said act of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-one, or by executors, administrators, 
guardians and trustees, notifications of the sale shall be 
sufBcient, unless otherwise ordered by the court, if posted 
in the city or town where the lands lie and in two adjoin- 
ing cities and towns, if there are so many in the county. 
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Section 2, When any party interested in land of Partition of 
which partition is prayed for^ is absent from the state, the apViQt^<^reiuto 
probate court may, after public notice of the petition, ^^2J^«°^»^««°* 
appoint an agent for such absent party, with the same 
authority now given to agents for absent heirs or devisees 
by section fifty-two of chapter one hundred and thirty-six 
of the General Statutes. 

Section 3. Section sixty-three of chapter one hundred j^^^i*^^. 53 
and thirty-six of the General Statutes is hereby repealed. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 

An Act to amend section twenty-three of chapter two hun- Q/idf), 159 

DRED AND THREE OF THE ACTS OF THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HCN- ' '^' 
DEED AND SEVENTY-SIX, IN RELATION TO THE REPORT OF DEPOSITS 
IN SAVINGS BANKS AND INSTITUTIONS FOR SAVINGS. 

Be U enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. Section twenty-three of chapter two hun- Depotitsio 
dred and three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred -^^W banks. 
and seventy-six is hereby amended by striking out the 
word "not" in the thirty-sixth line of said section, so that 
the clause in which said word occurs shall read as follows, 
*'The number of deposits received, of and exceeding three 
hundred dollars at one time ; ". 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 



Chap. 160 



abatement of 
taxea. 



An Act in relation to the assessment and abatement of taxes. 
Be it enacled, &c., as follows : 

Section 1. The assessors of any city or town, in giv- AMesMnent and 
ing the notice mentioned in section twenty-two of chapter """' ' 
eleven of the General Statutes, may or may not require 
the inhabitants thereof to include real estate in their lists 
of property subject to taxation. Unless such requirement 
is made in said notice, the omission of real estate from 
the list brought in to the assessors shall not deprive the 
owner of such real estate of his right to an abatement of 
the tax thereon : provided^ he shall file, with his applica- 
tion to the assessors for abatement, a list of the real estate 
on which the same is claimed, with his estimate of the fair 
cash value of each parcel thereof, and shall make oath that 
said list and estimate are true according to his best knowl- 
edge and belief. 

Section 2. Section forty-three of said chapter eleven Amendment to 
of the General Statutes is hereby amended by inserting ^' ®* "' * *^* 
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therein after the word " proportion ^ the words, ^ or upon 
an assessment of any of his property above its fair cash 
value/' Approved ApHl 26, 1877. 

Chap. 161 An Act to amend section fifteen of chapter two hundked 

AND FOUR OF THE ACTS OF THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND 
SEVENTY-SIX RELATING TO SALES OF PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

Be it enacted y <fcc., as follows : 

Sle^mintary SECTION 1. Sectiou fiftceu of chapter two hundred and 

iriip^nd?d^ four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 

for purchase of fiix is hereby so far amended as to permit the sums derived 

property. ^^ from the Sale of public property inspected and condemned 

under the provisions of said section, and from the sale of 

grass from the state camp-ground, to be expended under 

direction of the governor and council for the purchase of 

other military property or for the grading and drainage of 

the state • camp-ground and the construction of rifle-pits 

thereat. 

Sectk^ 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 

Chap, 162 An Act to amend an act relative to establishinq " shade-tree 

AND cemetery FUNDS " IN SAVINGS BANKS. 

Be it enacted, &c,, as follows : 
arfdCeSlte^y Seotion 1. The judgc of probatc, after hearing prop- 
fj^Js'^iil ^^^y "^^'fi®^> ^^^ when in his judgment it is expedient so 

^*"'' ""^ to do, may authorize any executor, administrator or trustee, 

holding money or other personal property for any of the 
purposes mentioned in chapter one hundred and seventy- 
four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
five, to deposit said moneys or the avails arising from said 
personal property, in any savings bank designated by him, 
to be held by it in the manner and for the uses and pur- 
poses mentioned in said chapter, and upon the trusts upon 
which said executor, administrator or trustee held it ; and 
upon the deposit of said money and its receipt and accept- 
ance by said bank, the said executor, administrator or 
trustee shall be discharged from further care and respon- 
sibility therefor. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 
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An Act eelatinq to the proof of signatures. Chap. 163 

Be U enacted, ic, as follows : 

Any signature to a written instrument declared on or Proof of signa. 
set forth as a cause of action or ground of defence or set- It uw." ~'^^°* 
off, in an action at law, shall be taken as admitted, unless 
the party sought to be charged thereby shall file in court, 
within the time allowed for answer, a special denial of the 
genuineness of such signature and a demand that the party 
relying thereon shall prove the same at the trial. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 

An Act authorizing appeals from decisions of the tax com- Q^av 164 

MISSIONER IN relation TO THE TAXATION OF INSURANCE COM- -^' 

PANIES. 

Be it enacted^ Ac,^ as follows : 

Section 1. Any party aggrieved by the decision of the Appeals ai- 
tax commissioner upon any matter arising under the pro- {hrdLwwis 
visions of chapter one hundred and forty-one of the acts miiSio^.^^^"' 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-three and the 
acts in amendment thereof, may apply to the board of 
appeal constituted under the provisions of chapter two 
hundred and eighty-three of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-five, for a correction of the same, within 
ten days after notice of any such decision. Upon such 
appeal said board shall as soon as may be give a hearing 
to sttch party, and shall decide the matter in question, and 
this decision shall be final. 

Section 2. The decision of the board of appeal, upon Decision of the 
any matter brought before it under the provisions of this ^b^ls^nciSiv^i 
act or any other providing for appeals from the decision of 
the tax commissioner, shall be conclusive as to the rights 
of the parties affected, although payments have been made 
as required by the commissioner's decision ; and any over 
payment of tax determined by such decision shall be reim- 
bursed from the treasury of the Commonwealth. 

Section 3. This act 'shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 

An Act to set off the town of winthrwp from the judicial rij^nn 1 fi^i 

DISTRICT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF ^''"i'* ^^^ 
EAST BOSTON. » 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 

So much of section fourteen of chapter two hundred and J^J^^^^et off"' 
seventy-one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and from the judicial 
seventy-four as unites the town of Winthrop to the judicial couVl oVEiet* 
district under the jurisdiction of the municipal court of the ^•'**°- 
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East Boston district, is hereby repealed : provided^ how- 
every that this act shall not apply to any case pending at 
the time of its taking effect. Apprtwed April 26, 1877. 

Chap. 166 An Act to authorize the countt commissioners of Bristol 

COUNTY to lay out HIGHWAYS AND BUILD BRIDGES ACROSS 

lee's river and cole's river in the towns of somerset and 

8WANZEY. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 
Maj build Section 1. The county commissioners of Bristol 

Lee's and coie»i County may, if m their opinion public convenience and 
necessity require, lay out a highway and construct a 
bridge over Lee's River between the towns of Somerset 
and Swanzey in said county and also over Colo's River in 
said Swanzey, or either of them, above the railroad bridges 
Subject to now existing over said rivers; the plans and locations of 
SJTwbor said bridges and each of them shall be subject to the 
commisaioncrt. app^Qyai qj^j direction of the board of harbor commis- 
sioners who shall also determine whether either or both 
of said bridges shall be built without a draw or draws : 
provided^ said bridge or bridges can be built without assess- 
ing any part of the cost upon the county or towns. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 27, 1877. 

Chap. 167 An Act relating to the restraining and muzzung of dogs. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

mlTo^derd^gi SECTION 1. The mayoT and aldermen of any city or the 

re.uXS'from'^ sclcctmen of any town may order that any dog or dogs 

ronningatiMge. withiu the limits of such city or town respectively, shall 

be muzzled or restrained from running at large during 

such time as shall be prescribed by such order. After 

passing such order and the publication of the same by 

posting a certified copy thereof in two or more public 

places in such city or town, or in case a daily newspaper 

shall be published in such city or town, by publication 

thereof once in such newspaper, said mayor and aldermen 

or selectmen may k^ue their warrant to one or more of the 

police officers or Constables of such city or town, who 

shall, after twenty-four hours from the publication of such 

notice, kill any or all dogs found unmuzzled or running at 

large contrary to such order. 

S?wMUbiM? Section 2. Said police officers or constables shall be 

compensated for service under this act, as provided in 

section seven of chapter one hundred and thirty of the 
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acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and 
any such city or town officer refusing or wilfully neglect- 
ing to perform the duties herein imposed upon him shall 
be punished as provided in section eleven of said chapter. 

Section 3. The mayor and aldermen of any city or the SDcdai service 
selectmen of any town may cause special service of any Siade.""'^ 
order passed by them respectively, as provided for in sec- 
tion one, to be made upon any person, requiring that any 
dog owned or kept by such person, shall be muzzled or 
restrained from running at large, by causing a certified 
copy of such order to be delivered to him. Any person, 
who after receiving such certified copy shall refuse or 
neglect, for the period of twelve hours after receiving such 
notice, to muzzle or restrain such dog as required by such 
order, shall pay a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars ; 
said fine to be recovered as provided in section twelve of 
chapter one hundred and thirty of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 

Section 4. Every license issued to the owner of any License to con. 
dog in this Commonwealth shall have printed thereon a ?f Jy'^toma of 
description of the symptoms of the disease in dogs known ^^y**"*®?^**^**- 
as hydrophobia, said description to be supplied by the sec- 
retary of the state board of health to the clerks of the 
several cities and towns of the Commonwealth upon appli- 
cation therefor. 

Section 5. All acts or part of acts inconsistent with Repeal. 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 27, 1877. 

An Act making appropriations for the expenses op the reform- Qfi^n 168 

ATORY prison FOR WOMEN. • -^* 

Be U enacted^ <fcc., a* follows : 

Section 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are appro- AppropriaiionH 
priated to be paid out of the treasury of the Common- pH^lltoT"'^'^ 
wealth, in accordance with the provisions of section ^o°*«°- 
twenty-four of chapter three hundred and eighty-five of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, 
from the ordinary revenue, unless otherwise ordered, for 
the purpose of preparing the reformatory prison for 
women at Sherborn for the reception of prisoners, and of 
meeting the current expenses of the institution to the close 
of the year ending December thirty-first eighteen hundred 
and seventy-seven, to wit: — 
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For fences, barn and out-building8, a sum not exceeding 
nine thousand dollars. 

For furnishing the prison, a sum not exceeding twenty- 
five thousand dollars. 

For provisioning the same, a sum not exceeding eighteen 
thousand and two hundred dollars. 

For the payment of salaries and wages at the prison, a 
sum not exceeding seven thousand and five hundred 
dollars. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 27, 1877. 
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Chap. 169 An Act relating to the employment and compensation of 
officers in attend^ce upon the superior court in the 

county of SUFFOLK. 

Be it enacledj Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The oflScers in attendance upon the sessions 
of the superior court for civil and criminal business, in the 
county of Suffolk, and the messenger of the justices of the 
superior court, shall each receive an annual salary of four- 
teen hundred dollars, in full for all services performed 
by them, to be paid monthly from the treasury of said 
county. 

Section 2. The sheriff of said county shall appoint, 
subject to the approval of the justices of the superior 
court, or a majority thereof, officers for attendance upon 
the several sessions of said court in said county, in num- 
ber not exceeding four for each sessioA for civil business 
in which juries are empanelled, two for each session held 
without juries, and six for the session held for the trans- 
action of criminal business. Each of said officers shall 
perform all services required of him by the court upon 
which he attends, for the performance of all which duties 
the salary hereinbefore provided for shall be in full com- 
pensation. The sheriff shall from time to time interchange 
said officers between the several sessions of said court in 
such manner as shall secure, as nearly as may be, the per- 
formance of equal services by each officer. 

Section 3. Any additional officers whose attendance 
may be hereafter required in either of said courts, as pro- 
vided in chapter one hundred and two of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-two, shall be allowed 
three dollars for each day of service actually rendered, to 
be paid out of the treasury of said county. 
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Section 4. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent here- Repeal, 
with are hereby repealed. 
Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 28, 1877. 

An Act to authorize the boston, clinton, fitchburg and new Chap* 170 

BEDFORD RAILROAD COMPANY TO ISSUE PREFERRED STOCK. 

Be it enacted, &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. The Boston, Clinton, Fitchburg and New Mayiaaue 
Bedford Railroad Company is hereby authorized to issue ^^^ *"* "^ 
an amount of preferred stock, not exceeding twenty-five 
thousand shares, of one hundred dollars each, the proceeds 
thereof to be used exclusively for payment of the debts of 
the corporation. 

Section 2. Such stock shall entitle the holder thereof ^rifd7toL^to* 
to be paid dividends thereon semi-annually, in preference bcpaiddivi- 
and priority to any dividends to be made to the holders of en?e to hoidera' 
the common stock of said company, at such rate as the net gj^°*^° 
eaminojs and income of said company for the six months 
preceding the declaring of such dividend, after paying the 
interest on the debt of the company, shall be sufficient to 
pay; not exceeding however the limit which shall be fixed 
for such dividend by the vote of the stockholders at the 
meeting at which this act shall be accepted, and in no case 
exceeding three and one-half per centunA semi-annually. 

Section 3. If such net earnings and income should be Balance of earn, 
more than sufficient to pay such dividends upon said pre- in^iJuienfg 
ferred stock, the remainder thereof or such portion thereof ?£Sk.^°*™^° 
as may be necessary shall be used in paying a dividend 
upon the common stock of the Boston, Clinton, Fitchburg 
and New Bedford Railroad Company, which shall be 
entitled to the same dividends as the preferred stock, 
whenever there shall remain sufficient net earnings to pay 
such dividends upon said common stock,* and in no event 
shall such preferred stock receive a greater semi-annual 
dividend than the amount so to be fixed by the stockhold- • 
ers, as provided in the second section of this act, unless 
such dividend shall also be declared and paid upon the 
common stock of the Boston, Clinton, Fitchburg and New 
Bedford Railroad Company. 

Section 4. Said preferred stock shall first be offered ^^^SmJU^red 
to the stockholders in said company, who shall be respect- forsaietoitock- 
ively entitled to subscribe therefor, at its par value, in ^ ''"' 
proportion to the number of shares held by them. 

70 
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Si^'^to^be'cSSr Section 5. For each and every share of the stock here- 
cefiedwinew by authorized which shall be sold or disposed of, it shall 
be the duty of the president of the corporation to cause to 
be cancelled one share of the stock now held in the treas- 
ury of the corporation, until the stock so held shall all be 
cancelled, and after nineteen thousand nine hundred and 
seventy-two shares of the stock hereby authorized to be 
issued shall have been sold, for each and every share 
thereof subsequently disposed of, one hundred dollars in 
amount of the New Bedford Railroad Company mortgage 
bonds in the possession of the corporation shall be can- 
celled and retired. 
S^^^^^^eby Section 6. This act shall take eflTect from and after its 
anuOorityvot©. acceptance by a majority of all the shares present and 
voting at a legal meeting to be called for the purpose at 
any time after the passage of this act. 

Approved April 28, 1877. 

Chap. 171 'A.N Act to amend section* EiOHTY-FrvE of chapter three hun- 

DKED AND TWENTY OF THE ACTS OF THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUN- 
DRED AND SEVENTY-FOUR, CONCERNING RENT OF ARMORIES. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 
S?°cJ>mJISM of Section eighty-five of chapter three hundred and twenty 
infantry, etc of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four 
is hereby so far pmended, as to provide that from and 
after the first day of July next, the amount which may be 
allowed for the rent of an armory occupied by a company 
of infantry shall not exceed the rate of four hundred dol- 
lars per annum ; the amount for the rent of an armory for 
brigade head-quarters shall not exceed the rate of two 
hundred dollars per annum ; and the amount allowed for 
rent of regimental and battalion head-quarters shall not 
exceed the rate of one hundred dollars per annum. 

Approved April 28, 1877. 

Chap, 172 ^ Act for the better protection of cmLDREN. 

• Beit enacted,* Ac,, as follows : 
filt'i^rycafli^not Section 1. Any pcrsou who shall employ or exhibit 
In ^^iS^lto!.*^ ^^ ^^^ shall sell, apprentice or give away for the purpose 
of employing or exhibiting, any child under the age of 
fifteen years in or for the vocation, occupation, service or 
purpose of dancing, playing on musical instruments, sing- 
ing, walking on a wire or rope, or riding or performing as 
a gymnast, contortionist or acrobat in any circus or 
theatrical exhibition or in any public place whatsoever, or 
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who shall cause, procure or encourage any such child to 
engage therein, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail 
not exceeding six months : provided^ however j that nothing Pro\-ifo. 
in this act shall be construed to prevent the education of 
children in vocal and instrumental music, or their employ- 
ment as musicians in any church, chapel or school or 
school exhibition, or prevent their taking part in any con- 
cert or musical exhibition on the special written permis- 
sion of the mayor and aldermen of any city or the board 
of selectmen of any town. 
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 28. 1877. 



Chap. 173 



An Act making afpropriations for certain educational 
purposes. 

Be U tncKted, &c., as follows : 

Secttion 1. The sums mentioned in this section are Appropriations 
hereby appropriated, arid shall be paid out.of the moiety J^.*^^^^ 
of the income of the school fund applicable to educational 
purposes, to wit : — 

For the support of normal schools, including the normal Normal schools. 
art school, the sum of sixty-seven thousand dollars. 

For the Massachusetts Teachers' Association, three hun- Teachers' 
dred dollars. A8«>ciaUon. 

Section 2. The sums mentioned in this section are Appropruuons. 
appropriated, and shall be paid from the treasury of the 
Commonwealth, to wit : — 

For the support of normal schools, including the normal Normal schools. 
art school, in addition to the sum named in the first sec- 
tion, a sum not exceeding nine thousand dollars. 

For teachers* institutes, a sum not exceeding three thou- Teachers* * 
sand dollars. msutotes. 

For the expenses of the members of the board of educa- Board of 
tion, a sum not exceeding four hundred dollars. educauon. 

For county teachers' associations, a sum not exceeding Teachers* 
three hundred dollars. associations. 

For postage, printing, stationery, advertising, transporta- Board of 
tion of documents for the board of education and the secre- ^^g,°^ 
tary thereof, a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars. 

For printing the annual and supplementary reports of ^n«jj» «»n«ai 
the board of education, with the accompanying documents ^^ 
and illustrations, a sum not exceeding eleven thousand 
dollars. 
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Salaries and FoF Salaries and expenses of agents of the board of edu- 

cxpeiues. cation, a sum not exceeding eight thousand five hundred 

dollars. 
no^^s^MU? -^^^ ^^^ ^^ *^® pupils in the state normal schools, a sum 
not exceeding four thousand dollars, payable in semi- 
annual payments, to be expended under the direction of 
the board of education. 
^msl^tl^in ■^^^* ^®^*' taxes, steam heating, water, and care of rooms 
School street of the prcmises occupied by the state normal art school, in 
School Street Block, Boston, for the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-seven, in accordance with the lease or leases 
thereof, ratified and approved by chapter fifty-one of the 
resolves of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 
a sum not exceeding eight thousand one hundred and 
twenty-two dollars and fifty cents. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 1, 1877. 

Chap. 174 An Act relating to the grantino of nrvoRCEs on petitions 

FROM INHABITANTS OF THIS STATE. 

Be it enactedy <fcc., as follows : 

^Imomn'^re. SECTION 1. The suprcmc judicial court may grant a 
Biding In 8ut6 divorce for any of the causes allowed by law, in any case 

for three years, , i»ixi a* -ii* ^ i»^t«xxA^i 

who were inhab. lu wuich the parties wcrc inhabitants of this state at the 

miriie. ^^ time of the marriage, on the petition of either of such 

parties who has been an inhabitant of this state for three 

years next preceding the date of the petition. 

Repeal. SECTION 2. So much of scctious clcvcn and twelve of 

G. 8. 107, §§ 11, ^ijj^pt^r Qug hundred and seven of the General Statutes, as 

is inconsistent with this act, is hereby repealed. 

Approved May 2, 1877. 

Chap. 175 -AlN Act to provide for the redemption of the guarantee 

CAPITAL of mutual FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted^ i?c., as follows : 

dMdends"*^ SECTION 1. No semi-auHual dividend on the guarantee 

capital of any mutual fire insurance company organized 
under chapter three hundred and seventy-five of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, which shall 
be payable subsequent to the time fixed for the payment 
of the next semi-annual dividend of such company, shall 
exceed three and one-half per centum ; if any such dividend 
shall be less than three and one-half per centum it shall be 
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made up as heretofore prqvided by law in regard to divi- 
dends of five per centum. 

Section 2. Whenever the contingent funds in the Guarantee 
possession of any such company shall equal the amount of be^rSe^^d 
its guarantee capital and all dividends due or accrued Sndl^uauhf 
thereon, said company may at any time or from time to "°o^"^ 
time thereafter, by a majority vote of the members present 
at a meeting called for the purpose, redeem said capital or 
any part thereof by payment to the shareholders of the 
par value of the stock by them held or of the percentage 
thereof to be redeemed, with interest on the amount to be 
redeemed, at the rate of seven per centum per annum from 
the date of the last preceding semi-annual dividend until 
notice to such holders that the company is ready to redeem 
as aforesaid, together with an amount sufficient to make 
up all previous semi-annual dividends on the entire guar- . 
antee capital to the maximum allowed by law for such 
dividends respectively. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

Ak Act in belation to taking and selling rights of redemp- Qfiap, 176 

TION ON execution. ^* 

Be U enacted^ &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. All rights of redeeming mortgaged or other saio of rights of 
lands taken and sold on execution may be taken and sold ^ui?on.°^° 
on another execution, in like manner as the right of redeem- 
ing mortgaged land may be taken and sold ; and the debtor 
an^ those claiming under him may redeem the right sold 
under such second execution, in like manner as if it had 
been a right of redeeming mortgaged land. All proceed- ^ 

ings in levying such second execution, and the redemption 
of the right sold under it, and all the rights and obliga- 
tions of the several parties in relation to such levy and 
redemption, shall be substantially the same as if the prop- 
erty so taken had been a right of redeeming mortgaged 
land. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

An Act relative to costs in actions under the trustee QJiaj), 177 

PROCESS. ^* 

fie t^ enacted^ <fec., as follows : 

Section 1 . Parties to actions under the trustee process, costs in actions 
entered in either of the district, municipal or police courts, SJi^^proceMf"'* 
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or before justices of the peace, qhall recover the following 
costs : — 

To the plaintiflf: For writ and declaration, one dollar. 
For attorney's fee, one dollar and fifty cents. For term 
fee, where there is no appearance, seventy-five cents ; and 
where there is an appearance, one dollar. For travel and 
attendance, the same fees as are now allowed by law. For 
execution, ten cents. For such disbursements as are not 
herein specially provided for, the same as are now allowed 
by law. 

To defendants : For costs for travel and attendance, the 
same as are now allowed by law. For attorney's fee, one 
dollar and fifty cents. For such disbursements as are not 
herein specially provided for, the same as are now allowed 
by law. 

To trustees recovering costs: For attorney's fee, fifty 
cents. For answer in writing, twenty-five cents. For travel 
and attendance, the same as are now allowed by law. For 
answer to interrogatories, such costs as the court may allow. 
To adverse claimants, such fees as the court may deem rea- 
sonable under all the circumstances. For taxing costs, to 
either plaintifi*, defendant, trustee or claimant, ten cents. 

To officers : For one service of the writ on one trustee, 
the same as now allowed by law. For service of the same 
writ on every additional trustee, twenty-five cents; for 
every additional copy, ten cents, and for the distance actu- 
ally travelled in the service of the same. 

Section 2. No party to a civil action in any district, 
municipal or police court, or before any justice of the 
peace or trial justice, shall hereafter pay any fee for entry 
or for trial. 

Section 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
herewith are hereby repealed. Approved May 4, 1877. 



Chap, 178 An Act to qtve general equity jurisdiction to the supreme 

JUDICIAL COURT, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be U enacted^ Ac, as foUotvs : 

Section 1. The supreme judicial court shall have juris- 
diction in equity of all cases and matters of equity, cogniz- 
able under the general principles of equity jurisprudence; 
and in respect of all such cases and matters, shall be a 
court of general equity jurisdiction. 

Section 2. The last paragraph of section two of chap- 
ter one hundred and thirteen of the General Statutes, 
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G. S. 113, § 2. 
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beginning with the words ''And shall have'' is hereby 
repealed ; but this repeal shall not affect any cause or pro- 
ceeding now pending. 

Section 3. The terms of court by existing laws Tera« of court 
required to be held for the county of Dukes County at MdDuk«i® 
Barnstable on the first Tuesday of May, and for the county ^""'^• 
of Nantucket at Nantucket on the first Tuesday of July, 
shall hereafter be held at New Bedford on the second 
Tuesday of November ; and all matters arising or pending 
in the county of Dukes County or in the county of Nan- 
tucket, cognizable by the supreme judicial court, and to 
be heard before a single justice, shall be entered, heard, 
tried and determined at the court held at New Bedford for 
the county of Bristol, in all respects as if the same court 
were held in the county of Dukes County or the county of 
Nantucket as the case may be. And all matters for the 
county of Dukes County or the county of Nantucket, now 
pending or required to be heard before a law term of the 
supreme judicial court, shall be heard and determined at the 
law term held for the county of Bristol instead of at the 
law term of the court for the Commonwealth. 

Section 4. Section fifteen of chapter one hundred and g^^j^ ^^ 
seven of the General Statutes, giving trial by jury in cases 
of divorce, is hereby repealed. 

Section 5. When a divorce is decreed for the cause Divorce for 
of adultery committed by the wife, such decree shall not wifi'Sot to^ 
affect her title to her separate real and personal estate, SfiHlLparau 
during her life : provided^ that the court may decree to the ^^^ 
husband so much of her separate real and personal estate 
as it may deem necessary for the support of the minor 
children of the marriage who may have been decreed to 
his custody ; and provided, further, that if the wife after- proviso. 
wards contract a lawful marriage # the interest of the 
divorced husband in the wife's separate real and personal 
estate, after her death, shall cease, except in so much 
thereof as may have been decreed to him as herein pro- 
vided. Section thirty-nine of chapter one hundred and 
seven of the General Statutes is hereby repealed. 

Section 6. In all suits in equity where the right of SSSSSSu)? ' 
appeal from a final decree of a single justice exists, any good*, etc.. after 
attachment of goods or estate made in such suit shall con- hu^^l.^'^ 
tinue for thirty days after such right of appeal shall cease. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 
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Chap* 179 ^ Act to amend chapter two hundred and three of the acts 

OF THE TEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX, RELATING TO 
THE TAXABLE COSTS OF SAVINGS BANKS IN CERTAIN CASES. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section nineteen of chapter two hundred 
and three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six is hereby amended by striking out at the end 
thereof the words " but in no case to the bank." 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

Chap. 180 An Act in addition to an act for encouraging the cultivation 

OF USEFUL FISHES. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. In all cases where the commissioners on 
inland fisheries have leased or shall hereafter lease any 
great ponds in this Commonwealth for the cultivation of 
useful fishes, the said commissioners may fix the limits of 
such great ponds, and determine what arms, coves or bays 
of the same shall be regarded as part of said great ponds ; 
and the limits of said great ponds, so fixed and determined 
by said commissioners, and recorded in the registry of 
deeds for the county where such ponds lie, shall be taken 
to be the legal limits of said great ponds for all the purposes 
of such case. The expense 
limits shall be paid by the lessees. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

Chap. 181 An Act to provide for the proper auditing of the expenses of 

legislative committees. 
Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. No joint committee of the legislature shall, 
in the performance oC its duties, incur any expense to be 
paid by the Commonwealth unless duly authorized by order 
of the two branches ; and no committee of either branch 
shall incur such expense unless authorized by order of the 
branch to which it belongs ; except as hereinafter provided. 

Section 2. Any committee of the legislature, or of 
either branch thereof, may advertise such public hearings 
on matters referred to it as it may, by vote of a majority 
of the whole committee, determine to be expedient, ia 
such newspapers published within the Commonwealth as 
it may deem proper : provided^ that the order for such 
advertisement, signed by the chairman or secretary of the 
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committee, shall be forwarded to the newspaper in which 
it is to be published, by the auditor of the Commonwealth, 
who shall keep a record of such orders, and shall certify 
the bills therefor. 

Section 3. All bills properly incurred by any com- siu^tobe 
mittee, other than those mentioned in section two, shall be a^mloJrityof 
approved by a majority of the committee in writing before **** ^o"*™*"®^ 
presentation to the auditor of the Commonwealth for 
aUowance and payment. 

Section 4. Postage for the several committees of the Portage, 
le^slature, or of either branch thereof, shall be furnished 
by the sergeant-at-arms, who shall be reimbursed for the 
same. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

As Act to amend chapter twenty-eight of the general stat- Chap. 182 

UTES IN RESPEOT TO CLOSING TOMBS IN aTIES. 

Be U enacted^ dc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The city council of any city may, upon intermenu in 
report of the board of health thereof that the public health cuyiti^tsmay 
requires it, and after public notice and hearing in the ^®'^''***^^®"- 
manner hereinafter provided, forbid future interment in 
any tomb or tombs within the city limits. 

Section 2. The report of the board of health above Boardof health 
mentioned shall specify the tomb or tombs to which its in repoS *°"*** 
action refers, and name the owner or owners thereof if the 
same be known ; and thereupon the city clerk shall give 
notice to such owner or owners as are known and reside 
within the Commonwealth, and shall likewise publish a 
notice at least twice a week for four consecutive weeks in 
two or more newspapers published in the city or in the 
county wherein said city is situate. The said notice shall 
recite the report of said board of health, and shall notify 
all parties interested in the premises to appear before a 
joint committee of the city council at a time not less than 
two nor more than three months from the last publication 
of said notice, and show cause why the report of said 
board of health should not be accepted and the tomb or 
tombs therein mentioned be closed. After such hearing 
the city council may, upon a vote of both branches there- 
of and with the approval of the mayor, declare said tomb 
or tombs to be closed, and no interments shall thereafteir 
be permitted therein. 
71 
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Section 3. Whenever in the judgment of the board 
of health of any city any tomb therein needs repair, it 
shall give notice thereof to the known owner , or if there 
be more than one, to one of /the known owners thereof, 
requiring that said tomb be put in a ptoper state of repair 
within three months from the date thereof, and if the 
owner or owners of said tomb be unknown, then the 
board of health may publish notice in the manner provided 
in section two, requiring the owner or owners to repair 
said tomb within the time above mentioned ; and if the 
owner or owners do not repair said tomb within the time 
mentioned, then the board of health may enter upon said 
tomb and make the repairs needed, at the expense of said 
city. If the public health requires immediate action, the 
board of health may make the necessary repairs, the cost 
of which shall be refunded upon demand, by the owner or 
owners of such tomb. If the city shall incur any expense 
in regard to any tomb, in the manner before specified, the 
said tomb shall be held by said board of health, and no 
further use shall be made of said tomb until the owner or 
owners thereof shall pay the expense of said repairs and 
interest thereon ; and after twenty years possession under 
this act for non-repairs, all interest and right of burial in 
any such tomb shall vest in the city in which the same is 
situate. 

Section 4. The provisions of section three of chapter 
twenty-eight of the General Statutes, shall apply to all 
tombs in public cemeteries in cities, and the boards of 
health in cities shall exercise, in regard to such tombs, the 
powers granted by said section to trustees or directors of 
certain corporations. 

Section 5. Any person aggrieved by the action of the 
city council or board of health under this act, may appeal 
therefrom in the manner provided by sections nine and ten 
of chapter twenty-eight of the General Statutes. 

Section 6. The provisions of section eighty-nine of 
chapter forty-three of the General Statutes shall apply 
to the erection of any building upon any burial-ground 
or cemetery belonging to any city in the Common- 
wealth. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 
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An Act relating to the temporary aid of state paupers by Chap. 183 

CITIES OR TOWNS. 

Be U e^ffcted, <£c., as follows : 

Section •!. Any city or town through its authorities, Jw^j^ 
having charge of the execution of the laws for the mainte- paup^en; ex- 
nance of the poor, may, if said authorities deem that the w^dby^ate. 
same is for the public interest, furnish temporary aid to poor 
persons found within its limits, having no settlement within 
the Commonwealth, and the expense thereby incurred, 
after notice has been sent as hereinafter provided, shall be 
repaid from the treasury of the Commonwealth to such 
city or town : provided^ that said authorities shall give Proviso, 
immediate notice by mail in each case to the general agent 
of state charities, who in person or by one of his assistants 
shall examine the case and direct the continuance of such 
aid, or removal to the state almshouse or to some place 
outside the Commonwealth, either before or after removal 
to the state almshouse, in accordance with existing laws ; 
and provided^ alsoy that except in cases of sick state poor. Proviso, 
such aid shall not be furnished at any one time for a longer 
period than four weeks or to a greater amount than one 
dollar per week for each person, or five dollars per week 
for each family, and provided^ also^ that all claims of Proviso, 
cities and towns against the Commonwealth, for furnishing 
aid under the provisions of this act, shall be rendered in 
detail and shall be approved by the general agent of state 
charities before the same shall be paid. 

Section 2. Nothing contained in this act shall be con- Not to repeal 
strued to alter or repeal any of the provisions of law in Ifd^staS^poorf 
regard to the sick state poor, or persons ill with contagious ®^' 
diseases . Approved May 4, 1877. 

An Act to provide for the assignment of counsel and the Chap. 184 

ATTENDANCE OF CERTAIN WITNESSES IN CRIMINAL TRIALS OF 
INMATES OF REFORM SCHOOLS. 

Be it enacted^ Sc,, as follows : 

Inmates of any of the reform schools now existing, or counsel mav 
which may hereafter be established in this Commonwealth, i^nSuflff^rS.' 
who are sent for trial to the criminal courts for offences fS/^f/fA'SJJi^^i 

II 1 1 1 . 1 • .... trial for cnminal 

alleged to have been committed in such institutions, may offences, etc. 

have counsel for their defence assigned by any judge of 

the court wherein they are to be tried; and any judge of inmates may be 

Baid court shall, upon application, order the superintendent ^SSi^ " 

or other officer in charge of the institution wherein such 

offence is alleged to have been committed, to produce at 
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the trial such inmates of said institution as the counsel 
assigned to the prisoner shall certify in writing, in his 
opinion are, or as the judge in the absence of couns%t shall 
deem to be, necessary or material witnesses for the defence ; 
and such superintendent or other officer shall obey said 
order, having due regard to the custody, control and safe 
return of such inmates. Approved May 4, 1877. 

Chap. 185 An Act to authobizb a horb strict supertision of the busi- 
ness OF PAWNBROKERS. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows: 

^r^^fb^Sn' Section 1. The chief of police of any city or the select- 
my*beeSter3* men of any town, and the chief detective of the Common- 
a?any ume^ Wealth OT any officcT by them or either of them authorized, 
pouce. jjjj^y ^^ j^jjy ^jm^ enter upon any premises used for the 

purposes of his business by any licensed pawnbroker, to 
ascertain the manner in which such person conducts his 
business, and to examine all goods, wares, merchandise 
and articles whatsoever received or taken in pawn or kept 
or stored in or upon said premises, and all books and 
inventories relating thereto ; and every such pawnbroker, 
his clerk, agent, servant or other person in charge of said 
premises, shall exhibit to such officer on demand any and 
all of said goods, wares, merchandise, articles, books and 
inventories. 
^a^brokw Section 2. Any licensed pawnbroker, clerk, agent or 

eteT[forreSiing other persou in charge of said premises, who shall refuse 
to •dmtt officer. ^ a^jmit thereto any officer authorized to enter the same, 
or shall fail to exhibit to such officer on demand, all said 
goods, wares, merchandise, articles, books and inventories, 
or any person who shall wilfully hinder, obstruct or pre- 
vent such officer from entering said premises, or from 
making the examination authorized in the preceding sec- 
tion, shall upon conviction thereof be punished by fine not 
exceeding two hundred dollars or by imprisonment not 
exceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprbonment 
in the discretion of the court. 
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

Chap. 186 An Act in relation to overseers of the poor. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

?/SiJ^SSr Section 1. Any town in this Commonwealth, which 

in towne. shall havc accepted the provisions of this act at any annual 
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meeting thereof, may at such or any annual meeting there- 
after, elect by written ballot from the inhabitants thereof, 
three persons to be overseers of the poor in such town, one 
person for one year, one person for two years, and one 
person for three years, and thereafter at the annual meet- 
ing in like manner may elect one person to serve for three 
years, and these persons so chosen shall constitute the 
board of overseers of the poor in such town. 

Sectign 2. The members of said boards shall hold To how office 
office until others are elected and qualified in their stead ; qoaufied!" "^ 
vacancies from aViy cause may be filled by a new choice at VMandes. 
any legal meeting, and the person chosen to fill any 
vacancy shall hold ofiSce during the unexpired term, and 
until another is chosen and qualified in his stead. 

Secttion 3. Said boards shall meet and organize annu- organization, 
ally within seven days after the annual town meeting, by 
the choice of a chairman and secretary, which last named 
officer may be from their own number or otherwise. 

SEcmoN 4. Said boards shall cause books to be kept, Bookatobe 
Trherein shall be entered in a neat and methodical style, all !^?i^u?dund 
information in regard to such needy persons as shall have ^^^^f^^^^- 
been aided under their direction, that is required by the 
general laws of this Commonwealth, and also all further 
information in regard to every individual case of relief 
given, asked for or refused, as may be of importance to* 
tiieir towns or the Commonwealth to preserve, stating the 
amount and kind of aid given, and the reasons for giving 
such aid or of refusing the same ; such information to be 
80 arranged as to be readily referred to upon the books. 

Section 5. The acceptance of this act by any town Acceptance 
may at any subsequent annual meeting thereof be revoked rov^kSf^ ^* 
by such town, and thereupon this act shall cease to be 
operative in such town. ^ 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon the first day 
of July next. Aj^oved May 4, 1877. 

Ah Act belatino to the cfvtl jurisdiction op the municipal Chap. 187 

COURT OF the CITT OP BOSTON. 

Be U enacted^ &o,, as foUofpa : 

The municipal court of the city of Boston shall have oiviijuriidic 
original concurrent jurisdiction with the superior court, of **^°* 
all civil actions and proceedings, (except when the title to 
real estate is put in issue), wherein the damages demanded 
or the value of the property alleged to be detained exceed 
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one hundred and do not exceed one thousand dollars, and 
one or more of the defendants, or in trustee process one or 
more of the trustees, live or have their usual place of busi- 
ness in the city of Boston. Approved May 4, 1877. 

Chap. 188 An Act to fix the salary op the justice op the second dis- 
trict COURT OF BRISTOL. 

Be it enacted, Ac,, as follows : 

saiwjr etub. The auHual salary of the justice of the second district 

court of Bristol shall bo twenty-five hundred dollars from 

and after the first day of January last. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

Chap, 189 An Act to authorize the holdino of sessions of the first 

DISTRICT court OF BRISTOL, AT ATTLEBOROUGH. 

Be it enacted, &c., as follows : 

?^rt*u»Ve'hcid Section 1. Sessions ofthe first district court of Bristol 
•tAuieborough shall bc holdcu daily at Attleborough by one of the special 
^' justices of said court for the transaction of criminal busi- 

ness, and on Monday of each week for the transaction of 
civil business. The justice holding said court shall keep 
a record of the proceedings had before him, which he shall 
transmit to the clerk of said court to be by said clerk 
entered upon the dockets and record books of said court. 
.The justice holding said court shall account with and pay 
over to the clerk of said court all fines, costs and fees 
compeniwuon reccivcd by said justice. The justice holding said sessions 
** "* ^ shall be paid at the rate of six hundred dollars per annum 
from the treasury of Bristol County, to be paid monthly, 
and the same shall be divided between said special justices, 
in proportion to the number of sessions held by each. 
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

Chap. 190 An Act to amend section seventeen of chapter one hundred 
and seventy-four of the general statutes relatino to 
sent^ces of convicts. 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows: 

?oSiiJS!**' Section 1. Section seventeen of chapter one hundred 

o. s. 174, § 17. and seventy-four of the General Statutes is hereby amended 

by striking out the words "one year," and inserting instead 

thereof the words ^ three years." 
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 
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Ah Act m addition to ak act estabusbimo the citt of QJum. 191 
Be U eruKted^ Sc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. All the power and authority now by law Hwdthcommii. 
vested in the city council of the city of Salem or in the iSoSS!^^ 
mayor and aldermen thereof, relative to the public health 
and quarantine of vessels, shall continue to be vested in 
8aid city council to be carried into execution by the 
appointment of one or more health commissioners ; or in 
such other manner as the health, cleanliness, comfort and 
order of the city may in their judgment require, subject to 
such alteration as the legislature may from time to time 
adopt. The powers and duties above nanped may be 
exercised and carried into effect by the city council them- 
selves, or by any persons outside of their own body whom 
they may appoint as a board of health, with or without 
compensation as said city council may determine ; and the 
city council may constitute either branch, or any commit- 
tee of their number, whether joint or separate, the board 
of health for all or for particular purposes. 

Seotion 2. Section eleven of chapter forty-two of the AsMMontobe 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and thirty-six is so far twoan<ftLrw * 
amended that the city council of the city of Salem, in the y®*"- 
month of January in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
eight, shall choose in convention three assessors, one of 
whom shall be chosen to serve for one year, one for two 
years and one for three years, and thereafter in the month 
of January of each year they shall choose one assessor to 
serve for the term of three years ; and in case any vacancy 
shall occur the city council shall fill such vacancy by 
choosing a person to serve for the remainder of the 
term. 

Section 3. Sections fifty-one and fifty-two of chapter Election of 
three hundred and seventy-six of the acts of the year ^*^ *****"• 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four shall apply to the 
election of ward, officers in the city of Salem, anything in 
the charter of said city or in any act in amendment thereof 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Section 4. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with Repeal. 
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 
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Chap. 192 An Act authorizing payment op state aid to disabled sol- 
diers AND THEIR FAMILIES, AND THE PAMITJE8 OF DECEASED 
SOLDIERS. 



State aid for 
disabled soldiers 
and sailors. 



Proviso. 



Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The treasurers of cities and towns may, 
under the direction of the city council or selectmen there- 
of, pay monthly, state aid to disabled soldiers and sailors, 
and their dependent relatives, and the dependent relatives 
of deceased soldiers and sailors, including commissioned 
officers, having a residence and actually residing in tiieir 
respective cities and towns, as follows: provided^ they 
are, in the opinion of said city council or selectmen, in 
such necessitous circumstances as to require further public 
assistance, and, in case of disabled soldiers and sailors, 
are so far disabled by their service in the army or navy 
during the late rebellion, as to prevent them from follow- 
ing their ordinary and usual vocation ; provided^ also, that 
city and town authorities shall withhold the aid, when in 
their judgment any person who is in receipt of a pension 
from the United States is not in such necessitous circum- 
stances or so disabled, and provided ^ Jurther^ that they 
are not receiving aid from any other state, nor from any 
other city or town in this state, and were actual residents 
of the state of Massachusetts on the twenty-thirfl day of 
April in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six. 

JFirsL Invalid pensioners of the United States who 
served in the army or navy, to the credit of the state of 
Massachusetts, between April nineteenth, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-one, and September first, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-five, or, being actual residents of this state at 
the time of enlistment, served to the credit of any other 
state between April nineteenth, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-one, and March eighteenth, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-two, who have been honorably discharged from said 
service, a sum not exceeding three-fourths of the amount 
of the monthly pension they are entitled .to receive : pro^ 
videdy if pensioned as commissioned officers, »they shall 
only be paid such proportion of state aid as they would be 
entitled to receive if their pension were based upon the 
rank of a private soldier ; and that not exceeding six dol- 
lars per month be paid to any one of the persons named in 
this section. 

^ ^^^^ Second, The widow, children and widowed mother of 

mothVrTfsoidier any soldier or sailor dying in the service. 



Proviso. 



Proviso. 



Invalid pen- 
sioners. 



Proviso. 



Widow, children 
and widowed 
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Third. The widow, children and widowed mother ^{^^^^^y^^^^ 
any soldier or sailor dying after his honorable discharge, JSomwouni o? 
of wounds or disease incurred in said service, or dying ed duriS wr^ 
while in the receipt of a pension from the United States, ^^' 
and the state aid ; and the wife, children and widowed 
mother of any invalid pensioner receiving from the United 
States one-half the amount allowed for total disability : 
provided^ such children are under the age of fourteen proTiio. 
years, whether the allowance be made under the provisions 
of this or any other act or resolve ; and provided^ in all ptotIw. 
cases, said soldiers and sailors served to the credit of the 
state of Massachusetts between the nineteenth day of April, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and the first day of Sep- 
tember, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, or, being inhab- 
itants of this state at the time of their enlistment, served 
to the credit of any other state, ^between the nineteenth 
day of April, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and the 
eighteenth day of March, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, 
the sum of four dollars each, provided, that not exceeding proTiio. 
eight dollars shall be paid to all those who were dependent 
upon such soldier or sailor, and that no aid shall be paid 
to any such wife or widow of a discharged soldier or sailor, 
unless married to him prior to his final discharge, nor to 
any such child of a discharged soldier or sailor, unless 
bom prior to his final discharge. 

Fourth. The widow or wife, children and widowed 2JJJ*7ij^/ 
mother of any officer, soldier or sailor who served as nSMingaoidier. 
aforesaid to the credit of the state of Massachusetts, 
between April nineteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
one, and September first, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, 
and who appears on the rolls of his regiment or company, 
in the office of the adjutant-general, to be missing or to 
have been captured by the enemy, and who has not been 
exchanged, or has not returned from captivity, or who is 
not known to be alive : provided, that aid shall not be paid p^tiw. 
to said relatives of such officer, soldier or sailor, if the 
municipal authorities have good and sufficient reasons to 
believe that he deserted from the service, or that he is still 
living and wilfully absent from his family, or if said rela- 
tives receive aid from any other state, or from any other 
town under the provisions of this act. 

Fifth. Persons who were receiving state aid prior to To ijen^Jl 
April eleventh, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and MtoMMdiprii 
who were precluded therefrom by the provisions of the act "• ^^' 

72 
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Proviso. 



The word "chll. 
dren" defined. 



Mode of ftpplU 
cation for state 
aid. 



Blanks for nse 
of applicants. 



State aid not to 
be assigned or 
subject to trus- 
tee process. 



Proviso. 



Aid to be 
discontinued 
if person is 
convicted of a 
criminal offence. 



Applicants for 
alaintown 
where not 
credited. 



of that date< provided j said city council or selectmen are 
satisfied, upon evidence first reported to the commissioners 
named in section seven and satisfactory to them, that jus- 
tice and necessity require a continuance of the aid to pre- 
vent actual sufifering. 

Sixth. The word "children," wherever used in this 
statute, shall include any child or children born after the 
death of the father in the service of the United States, for 
the benefit of whom any city or town shall pay state aid 
as provided by chapter two hundred and nineteen of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred seventy-six. 

Section 2. Persons applying for aid under this act 
shall state in writing, under oath, the age and residence of 
the party for whom such aid is claimed ; the relation of the 
claimant to the party who rendered the service for which 
aid is claimed ; the company and regiment or the vessel in 
which the officer, soldier or sailor enlisted, and that in 
which he last served ; the date and place of such enlist- 
ment, when known ; the duration of such service ; and the 
reason upon which the claim for aid is founded. And it 
shall be the duty of the auditor to furnish from time to 
time, to each city and town, a sufficient number of suitable 
blank forms for the use of applicants for aid under this act. 

Section 3. All aid furnished under the provisions of 
this act shall be solely for the benefit of the person for 
whom it is intended, and shall be paid to said person 
directly or upon his or her order ; and it shall not be sub- 
ject to trustee process nor assigned. And no transfer of 
said aid heretofore made shall be recognized in settlement 
of the same : provided^ however ^ the treasurers of cities 
and towns may, under the direction of the city council or 
selectmen thereof, pay the sums due for aid to any officer, 
soldier or sailor, or so much thereof as they may think 
best, to the wife or family of such officer, soldier or sailor,' 
or for the benefit of such wife or family ; and the amounts 
so paid shall be reimbursed in the same manner as if paid 
to such officer, soldier or sailor in person. 

Section 4. If any person to whom the aid is paid shall 
be convicted of any criminal offence at common law, or 
under the statute of this Commonwealth, said aid shall be 
discontinued to said person, unless or until the municipal 
authorities shall in their discretion otherwise determine. 

Section 5. When applicants for aid have their resi- 
dence in a city or town to which they are not credited, 
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notice of their application shall be forthwith sent by such 
town to the place to which said applicants are credited ; 
and if an answer to such notice, setting forth all the facts 
touching the application necessary to be known by the 
town to which application is made, is not sent by mail 
within seven days from the receipt of the same, the city or 
town in which such applicants reside may recover in an 
action of contract against the town or city so neglecting 
to answer, all such sums as they may advance to such 
applicants not reimbursed by the state. 

Sectign 6. Any town or city may raise money by tax- cities MJdtowM 
ation or otherwise, and if necessary apply the same for the SytSaSoT***^ 
purpose set forth in this act ; and no persons entitled to 
aid under the provisions of this act shall receive said aid 
prior to the date of their application. 

Section 7. The auditor, the adjutant-general and the commiMioii. 
surgeon-general of the Commonwealth, shall constitute a 
commission to decide upon all questions which may arise 
in the payment of aid, between the municipal authorities 
and disabled soldiers claiming the aid; and in all cases 
their decision shall be final. 

Sectign 8. On or before the fifth day of January in Returns to be 
each year there shall be deposited in the ofiico of the ^dito^of ^ 
auditor of the Commonwealth, by each town and city rais- ^^^^ ^** 
ing and applying money as aforesaid, a full and particular 
report, setting forth the names of the ofiicers, soldiers and 
sailors for the aid of whom and for the aid of whose fam- 
ilies money has been applied as aforesaid, the name of the 
company and regiment and the name of the vessels in 
which such ofiSicers, soldiers and sailors respectively enlisted, 
and in which they last served, and the names and ages of 
the several persons for the aid of whom money has been 
applied as aforesaid, the relation such persons severally 
bear to such ofiSicers, soldiers or sailors, the sums paid to 
each of such persons, and the time when the same were 
paid ; and such report shall be sworn to by a majority of 
the selectmen of such town, or by the mayor and a major- 
ity of the aldermen of such city ; and after it has been 
examined and approved by said auditor, there shall be 
reimbursed annually to said city or town, from the treas- 
ury of the Commonwealth, on or before the first day of 
December in the year in which the report is made, the 
amount legally paid as aforesaid, in accordance with the 
provisions of this act ; but none of the expenses attending 
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nlBh blanks for 
retami. 
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to examine 
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Expense* of 
examination. 



ProTliionB of 
act to extend 
tlllJan. 1,1880. 



the payment of said aid shall be reimbursed. The auditor 
of the Commonwealth shall, before the first day of January 
in each year, furnish to the several cities and towns suit- 
able blanks for the returns required by this section. 

Section 9. It shall be the duty of the commissioners 
constituted by section seven to inspect all such returns, 
and whenever it shall appear by the inspection thereof, or 
otherwise, that the amount paid by the treasurer of any 
city or town under the provisions of this act, for any quar- 
ter or greater period of time, is at a rate which, if con- 
tinued for one year, would exceed the proportion of fifty 
per centum of the state tax of such city or town for the 
previous year, or if for any reason the amount so paid shall 
appear to be unreasonably large, it shall be the duty of 
said commissioners to make, or cause to be made, an 
examination of the persons or claims of persons to whom 
the same has been paid, and of the parties by whom said 
returns are made ; and in all cases of any fraud or neglect 
of duty on the part of the persons making such returns, or 
of the authorities of any city or town granting aid, said 
commissioners shall deduct from the amount claimed by 
any city or town th§ amount paid to any person or persons, 
when in their judgment the same should not have been 
paid under the provisions of this act, and shall certify the 
same to the treasurer and receiver-general who shall 
reimburse to said city or town only the balance thus 
designated. 

Said commissioners may appoint, as occasion may 
require, one or more disinterested persons, not exceeding 
three in number, whose duty it shall be to make the 
examinations provided for in this section, and make full 
returns of their doings to said commissioners. Such 
expenses as may be incurred in making said examination, 
including such reasonable compensation to the persons 
appointed under the provisions of this section for their 
services as shall be approved by the commissioners and 
allowed by the governor and council, shall be paid out of 
the treasury of the Commonwealth. No person shall be 
appointed to make such examinations in the county where 
he may reside. 

Section 10. The provisions of this act shall continue 
till the first day of January in the year eighteen hundred 
and eighty, and no allowances of state aid by special acts 
or resolves shall be extended beyond said date. 
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Section 11. Chapters one hundred and seventy-two BeiK»ai. 
and two hundred and eighty-two of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-six, one hundred and 
thirty-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seyen, one hundred and seven and one hundred and 
fifteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty- 
eight, three hundred and thirty-nine and three hundred 
and eighty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy, two hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one, three hundred 
and twenty-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-two, except section two of said act, three 
hundred and thirty of the acts of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-four, and two hundred and nineteen of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, are 
hereby repealed. 

Section 12. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 
Ah Act to establish the boabd of registrabs of voters of the Chai)* 193 

Cmr of WORCESTER, AND TO REGULATE THE PREPARATION AND -^' 

REVISION OF THE VOTING LISTS IN SAID CITT. 

Be U enacted^ Ac.^ as follows : 

Section 1. There shall be elected by the city council Regi»trai»of 
of the city of Worcester, as soon as may be after the efoctod. 
passage of this act, and biennially thereafter in the month 
of February or March, one able and discreet person, an 
inhabitant of said city, who shall hold no other office or 
position by election or appointment under the government 
thereof, and who shall hold his office for two years and 
nntil another shall be elected in his place, who, together 
with the city clerk and the clerk of the board of assessors 
of said city, shall constitute a board of registrars of voters. 
The person elected as above shall serve as clerk of the 
board, and in case of a vacancy by reason of death, resig- 
nation or removal, the city council shall elect a person 
qualified as aforesaid to hold the office for the residue of 
the term. 

Section 2. The registrars shall, in addition to the To prepare 
duties imposed upon them by this act, perform all and ^oJiHi^ 
singular the duties devolved upon the mayor and aldermen 
or board of aldermen by any general or special laws which 
now are or hereafter may be m force respecting the prep- 
aration, correction, revision, publication and transmission 
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Registration 
to cease at ten 
o'clock in the 
evening of 
seventh day 
preceding 
election. 



to the ward officers, of the alphabetical lists of voters to be 
used at elections in said city, and all the powers so con- 
ferred and all the duties and liabilities so imposed upon 
the mayor and aldermen or board of aldermen of said city 
in relation to the preparation, correction, revision, publi- 
cation and transmission of said lists, are hereby conferred 
and imposed exclusively upon said registrars. 

Section 3. The registrars shall, before entering upon 
the duties of their office, take and subscribe an oath faith- 
fully to perform the same. They shall receive such 
compensation as the city council may from time to time 
determine, but such compensation shall not ba regulated 
by the number of names registered on any list of voters, 
and any reduction of compensation shall take effect upon 
such registrars only as shall be elected after such re- 
duction. 

Section 4. The registrars shall prepare, correct, 
revise and publish, in accordance with this act and with 
the laws of the Commonwealth, the alphabetical lists of 
voters of each ward, and the collectors of taxes of said 
city shall make the return now required by law to be made 
to the mayor and aldermen, to the board of registrars of 
voters, and all assessors and collectors of taxes of said 
city shall furnish any information in their possession 
necessary to aid the registrars in the discharge of their 
respective duties. 

Section 5. All registration of voters in said city shall 
cease at ten o'clock in the evening of the seventh day next 
preceding the day of any election; and no name shall 
thereafter be entered on the voting lists of said city except 
as provided in section ten of chapter three hundred and 
seventy-six of the act^ of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-four. And the registrars shall, at least twenty-, 
four days previous to the day of the annual state election, 
cause notices of the time of closing, together with priuted 
lists of the voters in each ward, to be posted in one or 
more places in such ward, with notices thereon stating the 
place and hours in which they will hold sessions to correct 
and revise the lists; and such sessions shall be held in 
some place convenient to the voters, three or more hours 
daily, for at least twelve days within the twenty-four days 
immediately preceding the annual state election, and ia 
addition, six evening sessions, of at least two hours' length 
each, shall be held within the said twenty-four days. 
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Secttion 6. The registrars, before entering upon the Natnraiked 
yoting list the name of a naturalised citizen who is an ^^' 
applicant for registration, shall require him to produce for 
their inspection his papers of naturalization, and shall be 
satisfied that he has been legally naturalized, and they 
shall also require such applicant to make oath that he is 
the identical person to whom said papers were issued ; but 
they ne^ not require the production of such papers after 
they have once examined and passed upon them. 

Section 7. The city council shall furnish office room omce room. etc., 
for the registrars, and such aid as shall be necessary for ^^«^^*™*^®^- 
carrying out the provisions of this act. 

Section 8. Whoever* gives a false name or a false ^^J**5J[JJ 
answer to any registrar concerning any matter relating to anLwIr. ^ 
the registration of voters, or to the right of any person to 
vote, shall incur the same penalty which is provided by 
law for giving a false name or a false answer to the select- 
men of towns when in session to correct the lists of voters. 

Section 9. Any registrar who wilfully neglects or Penalty on 
refuses to perform the duties of his office shall, for each u^i^^^^ 
offence, forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

Ajyproved May 4, 1877. 

An Act to authorize the railroad commissioners to summon Chap. 194 

WITNESSES, administer OATHS AND TAKE TESTIMONT. 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The railroad commissioners in all cases May summon 
investigated by them, may summon witnesses in behalf of SmSlter*" 
the Commonwealth, and may administer oaths and take ^^^^ 
testimony. The fees of such witnesses for attendance and 
travel shall be the same as for attendance before the supe- 
rior court, and shall be paid from the treasury of the Com- 
monwealth upon the certificate of said commissioners, duly 
filed with the auditor. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

Ajf Act to estabush an advisory board op women to the Qfiap, 195 

INSPECTORS OF THE STATE ALMSHOUSE AT TEWKSBURY, TUB '^' 

STATE REFORM SCHOOL AT WESTBOROUGH, AND OF THE STATE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL AT HONSON. 

Be U enacted t &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent A?^^^**T^ 
of the council, shall before the first day of July next ap^^inted. 
appoint three competent women as an advisory board to 
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the inspectors of the state almshouse at Tewksbuiy, the 
state reform school at Westborough, and of the state 
primary* school at Monson, subject to removal in like 
manner as said inspectors, who shall hold their offices for 
the terms of one, two and three years respectively, from 
the first day of July next. Before the first day of July in 
each year, one member of said board shall be, in like man- 
ner, appointed for the term of three years from said day. 
Upon the occurrence of a vacancy before the expiration of 
a term, an appointment shall be made for the remainder 
of the term. 

Section 2. The said advisory board or eome one of 
them shall visit the state almshouse, the state reform school 
at Westborough and the state primary school, as often as 
once in each month, for the purpose of inspecting said 
institutions ; for this purpose they shall have access at all 
hours of the day or night to the portions of said institu- 
tions used or occupied by the women and children there 
maintained at the public expense, and the officers of said 
institutions shall furnish said advisory board with all the 
information concerning the condition and treatment of 
their inmates, which the members of said board shall 
require. 

Section 8. Said advisory board shall make a written 
report to the board of state charities on the first day of 
each quarter, beginning with the first day of October next, 
in relation to the condition, treatment and needs of the 
inmates of said institutions, with such suggestions and 
recommendations as they shall deem expedient and proper ; 
a copy of said report shall be transmitted to the inspectors 
of each institution, respectively, within seven days after it 
shall have been received by the board of state charities. 
Reports may also be made to said inspectors by said 
advisory board as often as may be deemed expedient. An 
annual report for the use of the legislature shall be made 
by said advisory board and printed with the annual report 
of the board of inspectors. 

Section 4. Said advisory board shall receive no com- 
pensation for their services, but their actual expenses, 
incurred in the discharge of their duties prescribed by this 
act, shall be paid by the Commonwealth. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 
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An Acrr relating to the scituate beaches. Chap. 196 

Be U enacted, Sc,, as follows : 

The penalty imposed by section one of chapter two Material may be 
hundred and six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred pu1^s'e?"w?^* 
and seventy-three, for the offence of removing material J^^^mSiitoi- 
from the beaches of Scituate, shall not be incurred by the «"• 
inhabitants of said town who remove said material to use 
for building or domestic purposes, with the consent and 
under the direction of the harbor commissioners. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

A5 Act in relation to the brookunb station of the new tork Qfian 197 

AND new ENGLAND RAILROAD COMPANY. -^' 

Be U eruuUed^ cftc, as follows : 

Section 1. The board of railroad commissioners is oommissioners 
hereby authorized, upon the petition of twenty legal voters SSfiahmont^f 
of the town of Brookline, after due notice to the New York cypr^"stJeet, 
and New England Kailroad Company, and such hearing as inBrookune. 
said board shall deem expedient, if in the judgment of said 
commissioners the duties and obligations of said company 
or the public exigency require it, to order said company to 
construct within three months from the date of said order, 
and thereafter to maintain upon its railroad at or near 
Cypress Street in said Brookline, a station-house reason- 
ably commodious for the use of passengers, together with 
sufficient platforms, and containing a ticket office and 
separate apartments for men and women ; and also to stop 
at such station after said three months, all or a specified 
portion of its passenger trains crossing said Cypress 
Street. 

SEcmoN 2. In case of the neglect or refusal of said Penaiytor 
company to comply with and fulfil all the requirements of p1y°w1th*o?dw. 
said order, a copy of which shall be delivered by said 
board to the president, or some other officer of said com- 
pany within ten days from its date, the supreme judicial 
court or any justice thereof, sitting in equity in any 
county, shall have full power forthwith to make and issue 
such orders and decrees in the premises as may be neces- 
sary to compel specific performance of the terms of said 
order by said company; and for every month's delay, 
neglect or refusal on the part of said company, to comply 
with and fulfil all the requirements of said order, said 
company shall forfeit and pay, in addition, the sum of two 
hundred dollars, to be recovered to the use of said town in 
73 
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an action of tort brought by the selectmen in the name of 
said town. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

ChaV. 198 -^N ^^'^ DEFINING THE MANNER IN WHICH MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE 
"^* COMPANIES SHALL TRANSACT BUSINESS. 

Be it enacted, cfec, as follows ; 
Deposit notea SECTION 1. Mutual fifo iusurauce compauics Organized 

taken by mutual , .-ii i 'ii^al* 

flreiMurance or incorporated under any general or special laws of this 

companies. Coniimon Wealth, may take deposit notes for as many times 

the cash premium upon their policies as their by-laws may 

provide ; but such notes shall not, except as hereinafter 

provided, be less in amount than three times nor more 

than ten times the said cash premium; Such notes shall 

contain a stipulation that the same are to be paid at such 

times and in such sums as the directors may order or 

assess, pursuant to the by-laws, and the said notes shall 

constitute the entire liability of the insured as a- member 

of the company. 

whencarii SECTION 2. Whenever the cash asscts of any company 

ikTbiutfeYiSo,. as aforesaid exceed the liabilities, includingtherein unearned 

000 and $100,000. premiums, in the sum of fifty thousand dollars, deposit 

notes may be received for a sum equal to twice the cash 

premium, and when the cash asscts exceed the liabilities 

as aforesaid in the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, 

deposit notes may be received of the same amount as the 

cash premium. Whenever any reduction shall be made in 

the deposit notes to be received, all outstanding notes in 

the possession of the company shall be reduced in the same 

ratio, that is, the liability of the makers thereof shall be 

correspondingly diminished. 

May provide for SECTION 3. Mutual firo iusurancc companies as afore- 

accumulation of , , , .. n j i- i • i 

a permanent said muy, at a mcctiHg Called lor such purpose, provide 
'"°^ for the accumulation of a permanent fund, by reserving 

a portion of the net profits to be invested and be a reserve 
for the security of the insured. Such reservation shall 
not exceed twenty per cent, of said net profit, and when 
the fund so accumulated shall amount to one per cent, of 
the sum insured by all policies in force, the whole of the 
net profits shall be divided among the insured at the 
expiration of their policies. The permanent fund so 
accumulated shall be drawn upon, .for the payment of losses 
and expenses, whenever the cash funds in excess of an 
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amount equal to the liabilities as aforesaid are exhausted, 
and whenever the said fund shall be drawn upon, the 
reservation of profits as aforesaid shall be renewed or 
continued until the limit of accumulation as herein provided 
is reached. 

Section 4. Mutual fire insurance companies incor- oorapanicB 
poratcd under any special laws of this Commonwealth, fS^p^rce^nuge 
which have heretofore conducted their business upon the SLllshig^M 
plan of taking deposit notes for a percentage of the amount iJSJf Jo°„^nue 
insured by their policies, and making a call or assessment the system. 
upon said notes for the payment of losses and expenses as 
the same are incurred, may continue such system of busi- 
ness, and the note of the party insured shall constitute his 
entire liability as a member of the company. 

Section 5. The provisions of this act shall not apply Not to apply 
to mutual fire insurance companies organized with a guar- wuhgifan^tee 
antee capital under the provisions of chapter three hundred *^p*^*- 
and seventy-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-two. 

Section 6. Mutual fire insurance companies insuring May insure 
manufacturing property only, may insure such property property in°*^ 
situated in any of the states of the United States : provided^ <*^^' ''^^'• 
it is 'done in compliance with the laws of such other states. 

Section 7. This act shall take eflfect on the first day Totakeectect 
of July next, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent '^"^^ ^' ^*"* 
herewith are hereby repealed. Approved May 8, 1877, 

An Act to provide for a final settlement of probate Qfiaj) 199 

ACCOUNTS. -^' 

Be it enacted, <ftc., as follows ; 

Section 1. When upon the filing of any account by a settlement of 
trustee or guardian in the probate court, or at the hearing gS?ww and 
thereon, it appears to the court that the interest of any ^^^^ 
person unborn, unascertained or otherwise legally incom- 
petent, is not represented otherwise than by the account- 
ant, the court may, and upon the request of any person Guardian a<« 
interested shall, appoint some competent and disinterested ^*'*^; 
person to act as guardian ad litem or next friend for such 
person, to represent his interest in the case. 

Section 2. Such person so appointed shall make oath Person appoint- 
to perform his duty faithfully and impartially, and shall be ^^^^®*^°'°- 
entitkd to such reasonable compensation for his services 
as the court may allow. 

Section 3. The decree ofthe court having jurisdiction. Decree of cmm 
allowing any account of a trustee or guardian, shall b^ *°^**^'^°°*"*^^®* 
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final and conclusive , against all persons interested who are 
of lawful age and legally competent, and have had actual 
notice of the same, unless an appeal therefrom is taken 
within thirty days thereafter, except in case of any fraud- 
ulent concealment by such accountant. 

Approved May 8, 1877. 
Chap. 200 An Act to abolish the office of coroner and to provide 

FOR MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS AND INQUESTS IN OASES OF DEATH 
BY VIOLENCE. . 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. The offices of coroner and special coroner 
are hereby abolished. 

Section 2. The governor shall nominate and by and 
with the advice and consent of the council shall appoint, 
in the county of Suffolk not exceeding two, and in each 
other county not exceeding the number to be designated 
by the county commissioners as hereinafter provided, able 
and discreet men, learned in the science of medicine, to be 
medical examiners ; and every such nomination shall be 
made at least seven days prior to such appointment. 

Section 3. In the county of Suffolk each medical 
examiner shall receive, in full for all services performed 
by him, an annual salary of three thousand dollars, to be 
paid quarterly from the treasury of said county ; and in 
other counties they shall receive for a view without an 
autopsy, four dollars ; for a view and autopsy, thirty dol- 
lars ; and travel at the rate of five cents per mile to and 
from the place of the view. 

Section 4. Medical examiners shall bold their offices 
for the term of seven years from the time of appointment, 
but shall be liable to removal from office at any time by 
the governor and council for cause shown. 

Section 5. Each medical examiner, before entering 
upon the duties of his office, shall be sworn and give bond, 
with sureties in the sum of five thousand dollars, to the 
treasurer of the county, conditioned for the faithful per- 
formance of the duties of his office. If a medical examiner 
neglects or refuses to give bond as herein required, for the 
period of thirty days after his appointment, the same shall 
be void and another shall be made instead thereof. . 

Section 6. The county commissioners in each county 
shall, as soon as may be after the passage of this act, 
divide their several counties into suitable districts for the 
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appointment of one medical examiner in each district 
under this act; and when such division is made, shall 
at once certify their action to the secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, who shall lay such certificate before the gov- 
ernor and council ; but nothing herein shall prevent any 
medical examiner from acting as such in any part of his 
county. 

Section 7. Medical examiners shall make examina- to make «zam. 
tions as hereinafter provided, upon the view of the dead SS'JSewX* 
bodies of such persons only as are supposed to have come deadbodie*. 
to their death by violence. 

Section 8. Whenever a medical examiner has notice to make an 
that there has been found or is lying within his county, the SSiSg^iiy*^ 
dead body of a person who is supposed to have come to •«*^<>*'*»«^ 
his death by violence, he shall forthwith repair to the place 
where such body lies and take charge of the same ; and if 
on view thereof and personal inquiry into the cause and 
manner of the death, he deems a further examination neces- 
sary, he shall, upon being thereto authorized in writing by 
the district attorney, mayor or selectmen of the district, 
city or town where such body lies, in the presence of two 
or more discreet persons, whose attendance he may com- 
pel by subpoena if necessary, make an autopsy, and then 
and there carefully reduce or cause to be reduced to writ- 
ing every fact and circumstance tending to show the con- 
dition of the body, and the cause and manner of death, 
together with the names and addresses of said witnesses, 
which record he shall subscribe. Before making such 
autopsy he shall call the attention of said witnesses to the 
position and appearance of the body. 

Section 9. If upon such view, personal inquiry or to notify dte- 
antopsy, he shall be of opinion that the death was caused et!?!!? kThtr 
by violence, he shall at once notify the district attorney ^^^'IStui^^by 
and a justice of the district, police or municipal court for violence. 
the district or city in which the body lies, or a trial justice, 
and shall file a duly attested copy of the record of his 
autopsy in such court, or with such justice, and a like 
copy with such district attorney; and shall in all cases To notify dtj 
certify to the clerk or registrar having the custody of the o'*<>^ «*«'*• 
records of births, marriages and deaths in the city or town 
in which the person deceased came to his death, the name 
and residence of the person deceased, if known, or a 
description of his person, as full as may be for identifica- 
tioD, when the name and residence cannot be ascertained. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



582 



1877.— Chapter 200. 



Court or trial 
justice to hold 
loquest. 



District attorney 
or attorneV'gen- 
era! may direct 
Inquest to be 
held. 



Witnesses may 
be summoned, 
and allowed 
pay. 



Justice to re- 
port when, 
where and by 
what means 
deceased came 
to his death. 



Witnesses may 
be bound over, 
if murder or 
manslaughter 
has been com. 
mltted. 



Justice to issue 
process for ar- 
rest of person 



together with the cause and manner in and by which the 
person deceased came to his death. 

Section 10. The court or trial justice shall thereupon 
hold an inquest, which may be private, in which case any 
or all persons other than those required to be present by 
the provisions of this chapter, may be excluded from the 
place where the same is held; and said court or trial 
justice may also direct the witnesses to be kept separate, 
so that they cannot converse with each other tintil they 
have been examined. The district attorney or some person 
designated by him, may attend the inquest and may 
examine all witnesses. An inquest shall be held in all 
cases of death by accident upon any railroad; and the 
district attorney or the attorney-general may direct an 
inquest to be held in the case of any other casualty from 
which the death of any person results, if in his opinion 
such inquest is necessary or expedient. 

Section 11. The justice or district attorney may issue 
subpoenas for witnesses, returnable before such court or 
trial justice. The persons served with such process shall 
be allowed the same fees, and their attendance may be 
enforced in the same manner, and they shall be subject to 
the same penalties, as if served with a subpoena in behalf 
of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending 
in said court, or before said trial justice. 

Section 12. The presiding justice or trial justice 
shall, after hearing the testimony, draw up and sign a 
report in which he shall find and certify when, where and 
by what means the person deceased came to his death, his 
name if known, and all material circumstances attending ' 
bis death ; and if it appears that his death resulted wholly 
or in part from the unlawful act of any other person, he 
shall further state, if known to him, the name of such person 
and of any person whose unlawful act contributed to such 
death, which report he shall file with the records of the 
superior court in the county wherein the inquest is held. 

Section 13. If the justice finds that murder, man- 
slaughter, or an assault has been committed, he may bind 
over, as in criminal prosecutions, such witnesses as he 
deems necessary, or as the district attorney may designate, 
to appear and testify at the court in which an indictment 
for such offence may be found or presented. 

Section 14. If a person charged by the report with 
the commisssion of any offence is not in custody, the 
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jostice shall forthwith issue process for his apprehension, charged with 
and such process shall be made returnable before any ^S^ 
court or magistrate having jurisdiction in the premises, 
who shall proceed therein in the manner required by law ; 
but nothing herein shall prevent any justice from issuing 
Budi process before the finding of such report if it be 
otherwise lawful to issue the same. 

Section 15. If the medical examiner reports that the inonertmaybe 
death was'not caused by violence, and the district attorney trfct attoraey"" 
or the attorney-general shall be of a contrary opinion, S^MraT*^" 
either the district 'attorney or the attorney-general may 
direct an inquest to be held in accordance with the provi- 
sions of this act, notwithstanding the report, at which 
inquest he, or some person designated by him, shall be 
present and examine all the witnesses. 

Section 16. The medical examiner may, if he deems obemtotmay 
it necessary, call a chemist to aid in the examination of ^i^Sll^uon *of 
the body or of substances supposed to have caused or ^^^* **** 
eontributed to the death, and such chemist shall be entitled 
to such compensation for his services as the medical 
examiner certifies to be just and reasonable, the same being 
audited and allowed in the manner herein provided. The 
clerk or amanuensis, if any, employed to reduce to writing 
the results of the medical examination or autopsy, shall be 
allowed for his services two dollars per day. 

Section 17. When a medical examiner views or makes Examiner to 
an examination of the dead body of a stranger, he shall hUX^^^^ 
cause the body to be decently buried ; and if he certifies 
that he has made careful inquiry, and that to the best of 
his knowledge and belief the person found dead is a stranger, 
having no settlement in any city or town of this Common- 
wealth, his fees, with the actual expense of burial, shall 
be paid from the treasury of the Commonwealth. In all 
other cases the expense of the burial shall be paid by the 
city or town, and all other expenses by the county, wherein 
the body is found. 

Section 18. When services are rendered in bringing servicMren. 
to land the dead body of a person found in any of the fn^SSaSSS 
harbors, rivers or waters of the Commonwealth, the wiSfrfSSjii 
medical examiner may ^llow such compensation for said compenaatcd. 
services as be deems reasonable, but this provision shall 
not entitle any person to compensation for services ren- 
dered in searching for such dead body. 
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Eiwniiierto SECTION 19. In all cases arising under the provisions 

mooey,'?^!,^ of this act, the medical examiner shall take charge of any 

new^boSyr*'' money or other personal property of the deceased, found 

upon or near the body, and deliver the same to the person 

or persons entitled to its custody or possession ; but if 

not claimed by such person within sixty days, then to a 

public administrator, to be administered upon according 

to law. 

nriSSif^to Section 20. Any medical examiner who shall fraudu- 

rive up property leutly ncglcct or refuse to deliver such property to such 

demutdf' ^ person within three days after due demand upon him 

therefor, shall be punished by imprisonment in the jail or 

house of correction not exceeding two years, or by fine 

not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

M^S°*n/J?to Section 21. The medical examiner shall return an 

be rendereTto** accouut of the cxpeuscs of cach vicw or autopsy, including 

TOunty ooromii. j^.^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ county commissioncrs having jurisdiction 

over the place where the examination or view is held, or 

in the county of Suffolk to the auditor of the city of 

Boston, and shall annex thereto the written authority 

under which the autopsy was made. Such commissioners 

or auditor shall audit such accounts and certify to the 

treasurer of the Commonwealth, or the treasurer of the 

county, as the case may be, what items therein are deemed 

just and reasonable, which shall be paid by said treasurer 

to the person entitled to receive the same. 

whentheriffiB SECTION 22. Whenever any sheri^ is a party to a suit 

•heriifl^ofaSuoin! or procccding, or otherwise disqualified to act therein, the 

ierff?*p?Sai7 shcriff or a deputy sheriff of any adjoining county may 

serve and execute all writs and precepts and perform all 

duties of such sheriff which he is disqualified to perform, 

and may serve and execute all such writs and precepts 

wherein any county, town, parish, religious society or 

school district is a party or interested, notwithstanding he 

is at the time a member of such corporation. 

S?riffi"^nt. Section 23. Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office 

daue. to be per- of sheriff iu any couuty, the senior deputy sheriff in service 

dSJu^.**^'*'**^'^ shall perform all the duties required by law to be performed 

by the sheriff, until the ofiSce of sheriff is filled in the 

manner required by law, giving bond as now required by 

law of sheriffs. And in case of such vacancy, the deputies 

of the sheriff vacating the ofiice shall continue to have and 

exercise the power of deputy sheriffs until said ofiice is 

filled as aforesaid. 
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Section 24. Sections seventy-five, seventy-six and R«pe^ 
seventy-seven of chapter seventeen, section one hundred 
of chapter sixty-three, and section eighteen of chapter one 
hundred and sixty-three of the General Statutes, are 
hereby amended by substituting for the word ** coroner,** 
wherever the same occurs, the words " medical examiner," 
and for the word ^ coroners," the words ^ medical exam- 
iDers." The second clause of section fifty-two and sections 
seventy-four, seventy-eight, seventy-nine and eighty of 
chapter seventeen of the General Statutes, chapter one 
hundred and seventy-five of the General Statutes, chapter 
one hundred and thirteen of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-one, chapter one hundred and seventy- 
two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-two, 
chapter twenty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four, chapter two hundred and forty-one 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one, 
and chapter one hundred and fifteen of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, and all other acts and 
parts of acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

Section 25. For the purposes of the appointment and JSSu*^***^* 
qualification of medical examiners and the action of the 
county commissioners herein provided for, this act shall 
take efiect upon its passage, and it shall take full effect on 
the first day of July next. Approved May 9, 1877. 

An Act relatiko to the enokossmbnt of bills and resolves. Q^ap. 201 
Be U enacted^ <&c., cls follows : 

Section twenty-two of chapter two of the General ^J*RJ}f"y* 
Statutes is hereby so far amended that after the present nsoiiJ!^ 
year bills shall be engrossed with a margin of not less than 
one inch wide on each side, and the size of each sheet shall 
be eighteen inches long by thirteen inches wide ; resolves 
shall be engrossed on sheets fifteen inches long by ten 
inches wide. Approved May 9, 1877. 

Ak Act relative to the emplotment of persons confined at Qhan. 202 

DEER ISLAND AND RAINSFORD'S ISLAND IN BOSTON HARBOR. ^* 

Be U enacted, Ac,, cu follows : 

Section 1. It shall be lawful for the city of Boston to city of Botton 
erect, upon the ''Winthrop Farm" so called, now owned SSJoUwin^^' 
by the city of Boston, and situated in the town of Win- wSS^ *° 
throp, buildings for the use of such of the persons confined 
in the house of industry at Deer Island, and of the inmates 

74 
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of the almshouso on Rainsford's Island, in Boston Har- 
bor, as may be employed to advantage in work upon said 
farm. 

Section 2. It shall be lawful for the authorities having 
charge of the persons so confined, and of the said inmates 
of the almshouse, to cause them from time to time to be 
transported to said '*Winthrop Farm,** and to be placed 
in said buildings, and employed upon said farm, and to be 
transported back, and the persons so confined shall be 
deemed during their transportation to said ^Winthrop 
Farm," their stay thereon and their transportation back, to 
be within the limits of the said hous6 of industry, and shall 
not be deemed to have committed an escape. But if any 
person so confined shall during said transportation to said 
''Winthrop Farm,*' his stay thereon or his transportation 
back, escape from the control of such authorities, he shall 
be deemed to have committed an escape, and be liable to 
the penalties therefor. 

Section 3. Nothing contained in this act shall be con- 
strued to exempt said farm from taxation by the town of 
Winthrop. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 9, 1877. 

Chap. 203 An Act to fix the salary of tpe first clerk in tub insub- 

ANCB department OF THE COMIiONWEALTU. 

Be it enacted^ Jte., as follows : 

Section 1. The first clerk in the insurance department 
of the Commonwealth shall receive a salary of two thou- 
sand dollars per annum. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 9, 1877, 

204 An Act to amend an act concerning associations for rbuo- 
I0U8, charitable, educational and other purposes. 

Be U enacted^ <ftc., o^ follows: 

Section 1. Associations now or hereafter organized 
under chapter three hundred and seventy-five of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, may, for 
the purpose of assisting the widows, orphans or other 
dependents of deceased members, provide in their by-laws 
for the payment by each member of a fixed sum, to be 
held by such association until the death of a member 
occurs, then to be forthwith paid to the person or persons 
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eotitled thereto, and such fund so held shall not be liable Notiubieto 

to attachment by trustee or other process ; and associa- "^ 

tions may be formed under said act for the purpose of AsMcintioni 

T . "^ . . X -.1. J • ^u ra^y b« formed 

rendering assistance to the persons and in the manner for rendering 
above specified; but no snch association organized or *'**^ "^'*°®*' 
formed as aforesaid shall hold at one time more than three 
thousand dollars for the purpose herein mentioned. 

Section 2. The provisions of the general laws relating iaws reiotingto 
to life insurance companies shall not be beld to be appli- notto'ai^iyf 
cable to such beneficiary corporations. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 9, 1877. 

JU Act making appropriations to meet certain expenditures Q^ap. 205 

AUTHORIZED THE PRESENT YEAR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. -^^ 

Be it enacted^ <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are appro- Appropruuont. 
priated to be paid out of the treasury of the Common- 
wealth, from the ordinary revenue, for the purposes 
specified in certain acts and resolves of the present year, 
and for other purposes, to wit : — 

In the act, chapter twenty-seven, fixing the salary of the g®^'^*?-. 
.second clerk in the department of the secretary of the 
Commonwealth, the sum of two hundred dollars, to be in 
addition to the appropriation heretofore made for the 
present year. 

In the resolve, chapter two, to furnish certain books and '^J^^l^ 
documents to the town of Merrimac, a sum not exceeding 
three hundred dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter seven, in favor of Osborne E. g'^*^ 
Eaton, a sum not exceeding ninety-six dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter ^ight, in favor of Mary Fisher, MaryFUher. 
the sum of ninety-six dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter nine, in favor of the Farr Alpaca FarrAip»c» 
Company of Holyoke, the sum of six hundred and forty ^""p*"^- 
dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter eighteen, in favor of Patrick Patrick 
(yRiordau, the sum of five hundred dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter twenty-two, in favor of dis- Discharged f©- 
charged female prisoners, a sum not exceeding fifteen "^•p'^*^'***'*- 
hundred dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter twenty-four, in favor of the Eye and Ear 
Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary, the sum ^°^°'^' 
of ten thousand dollars. 
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In the resolve, chapter twenty-three, in favor of the 
Massachusetts School for Idiotic and Feeble-minded Youth, 
the sum of eight thousand five hundred dollars, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of said resolve. 

In the resolve, chapter twenty-six, in favor of Edgar E. 
Burritt, the sum of three hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter twenty-seven, in favor of Benja- 
min Huddell, the sum of nineteen dollars and forty-three 
cents. 

In the resolve, chapter twenty-eight, in favor of John 
Sullivan, the sum of one hundred dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter twenty-nine, in favor of Catherine 

A. Britt, the sum of forty-eight dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter thirty-four, in favor of the indus- 
trial school for girls, at Lancaster, the sum of fifteen hun- 
dred dollarq. 

In the resolve, chapter thirty-five, in favor of Lewis 
Gaul, the sum of one hundred and ten dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter thirty-six, providing for the pay- 
ment from the treasury of certain educational expenses, a 
sum not exceeding eight thousand six hundred and three 
dollars and twenty-eight cents. 

In the resolve, chapter thirty-eight, providing for the 
printing, binding and distribution of additional copies of 
the decennial census and statistics of industry, a sum not 
exceeding six thousand dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter forty, in favor of the state 
primary school at Monson, a sum not exceeding five thou- 
sand dollars, in accordance with the provisions of said 
resolve. 

In the resolve, chapter forty-three, in favor of William 

B. Fish, the sum of four hundred and eighty dollars and 
seventy-one cents. 

In the resolve, chapter forty-four, in favor of Jane 
Parks, the sum of two hundred dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter forty-five, in favor of Janaes 
Burke, the sum of one hundred dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter forty-six, in favor of Philip 
Mackey, the sum of one hundred dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter forty-seven, in favor of the state 
normal schools at Framingham, Salem and Westfield, a 
sum not exceeding three thousand six hundred and four- 
teen dollars and fifty-three cents, in accordance with the 
provisions of said resolve. 
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In the resolve, chapter forty-eight, in favor of the sol- ®{J*^n\®"" 
diers' employment bureau, the sum of three thousand LromT." 
dollars. 

For editing the registration report under direction of Regiatrauon 
the secretary of the Commonwealth, a sum not exceeding "^^ 
five hundred dollars. 

Tor expenses incurred by the railroad commissioners in ^«>«^ <»">• 
the examination of the New York and New England Rail- **°^* 
road Company, under an order of the present legislature, 
the sum of two hundred and fifteen dollars and fifty 
cents. 

For the compensation of the state detectives, a sum not state detecuve*. 
exceeding eight thousand dollars ; for travelling expenses 
actually paid by said detectives, a sum not exceeding 
two thousand dollars, and for incidental and contingent 
expenses, a sum not exceeding one thousand five hundred 
dollars ; said sums to be in addition to the appropriations 
heretofore made for the present year. 

For expenses incurred in the arrest of fugitives from Fugitives fh)m 
justice, a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, to*be ^' 
in addition to the appropriation heretofore made for the 
present year. 

For the rent of armories, a sum not exceeding eight ^^^^^ 
thousand dollars, to be in addition to the appropriations "™** ^' 
heretofore made for the present year. 

For the compensation of the employes at the state Kmpioy^ 
arsenal, a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars, to be *'*^° 
in addition to the appropriation heretofore made for the 
present year. 

For printing and binding the "militia law," the unex- Miuuaiaw. 
pended balance of the appropriation made the previous 
year, may bo held applicable thereto. 

For expenses of the agent for the sick of the state poor, sick state poor. 
a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, to be in addi- 
tion to the appropriation heretofore made for the present 
year. 

For expenses incurred in connection with small-pox and ^^^^ 
other diseases dangerous to the public health, a sum not 
exceeding two thousand dollars, to be in addition to the 
appropriation heretofore made for the present year. 

For the support and tuition of state beneficiaries in the f^^"^^ 
Boston school for deaf mutes in previous years, a sum not 
exceeding two thousand three hundred and thirty-five dol- 
lars and forty-four cents, which may be allowed and paid. 
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For the reimbursement of the Massachusetts infant asy- 
lum for the support during the previous year, of iufants 
having no known settlement in this Commonwealth, a sum 
not exceeding three hundred and eighty-seven dollars and 
fifty-eight cents. 

For expenses incurred during the previous year, in con- 
nection with house number thirty-three Pemberton Square, 
a sum not exceeding one hundred and sixty-five dollars 
and forty-six cents. 

Section 2. This act shall take eflect upon its passage. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 

An Act in amendment of an act kelatino to elections. 
Be U enctcted, <fcc., as follows: 

Section 1. Whenever in any election in a city tho 
right of any person offering to vote is challenged for any 
cause recognized by existing laws, it shall be the duty of 
the warden or presiding officer to require the name and 
residence of the person so offering to vote to be written 
upon the ballot so offered and challenged, either by him- 
self or some person in his behalf, and the warden or pre- 
siding officer shall add thereto the name of the person 
challenging the same and the cause assigned therefor, 
before such ballot shall be received; and if such ballot 
shall be offered sealed, the writing as aforesaid may be 
upon the envelope covering the same, and the warden or 
other presiding officer, in the presence of the clerk and at 
least one inspector, shall mark and designate such ballot 
by writing thereon the name of the person by whom it was 
cast, before it is counted, and at the close of the election 
the same shall be returned to the envelope in which it was 
deposited : provided^ that nothing contained in this act 
shall be so construed as to permit ward officers to receive 
any vote which by existing laws they are required to 
refuse. 

Section 2. When the right of a person offering a 
ballot at any election in towns, for officers other than town 
officers, is challenged for any cause recognized by exist- 
ing laws, the selectmen^ if they receive the same, shall 
require the name and residence of the voter to be written 
thereon, either by himself or by some one in his behalf, 
and thev shall add thereto the name of the challenorer and 
the cause assigned for challenging. And if such ballot 
shall be offered sealed, the writing as aforesaid may be 
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upon the envelope covering the same, and the selectmen 
shall mark and designate such ballot by ifriting thereon 
the name of the person by whom it was cast, before it is 
counted, and at the close of the election the same shall be 
returned to the envelope in which it is deposited. 

Section 3. Whoever wilfully or negligently violates Penalty. 
the provisions of this act shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than twenty or more than two hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the county jail for a term not exceeding 
one year. 

Section 4. Sections forty-four and forty-nine of chap- Repeal, 
ter three hundred and seventy-six of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four are hereby repealed : , 
provided^ that nothing contained in this act shall affect any Proviso* 
prosecution pending or any penalty or forfeiture incurred 
before this act takes effect. Approved May 11, 1877. 

An Act to extend the times for the assessment of taxes, (JJiap^ 207 

AND FOR registering VOTERS IN PARTICULAR WARDS OF CITIES. -^' 

Be U emicted^ <fcc., as follows : 
Section 1. Section six of chapter three hundred and ABsesament 

f At 1*1 •! 1 11 ■1**'^ taxes upon 

seventy-Six or the acts of the year eighteen hundred and poiu and wute. 
seventy-four, is hereby amended by striking out the words 
" fifteenth day of September," and inserting in pldce there- 
of the words "first day of October," and by striking out 
the word "* first" before the words "day of October," and 
inserting in place thereof the word " fifth." 

Section 2. Section three of chapter two hundred and ^"^*"*"*J^"d 
twenty- five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and mayte'recufled. 
seventy-six is hereby amended by striking out the word 
"September" wherever it occurs and inserting in place 
thereof the word " October." 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 

An Act to provide for the keeping of registers of voters Chap. 208 

in towns. 
Be it enacted, Jbc,, as follows : 

Section 1. The selectmen of each town shall make and RosisterB of 
keep a record of all persons entitled to vote therein at any kept in towns. 
election for town, county, state or national officers, which 
shall be known as a Register of Voters. 

Section 2. Said register shall contain the names of to contain 
such voters written in full, the street or place in the town STfuu.Tt^.^**" 
where each resides at the time of registration, each voter's 
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Name not to be 
added to voUdj 



occupation, and such other Bpecifications as may be neces- 
sary to fully identify the persons named, and the date of 
registration, 
added to vounff SECTION 3. No name shall be added to a voting list in 
ed*in reiSer ^^^ towu Until it has bccu Tccordcd in said register, and 
none shall be added to a list of voters in use at any elec- 
tion aftei* the opening of the polls, except to correct a 
clerical error or omission, and all names on voting lists 
shall be written or printed in full. 

SEcrriON 4. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall 
furnish to each town, at cost price, on or before the first 
day of July in the current year, suitable blank books for 
said registration, and thereafter said registers shall bo uni- 
form in character, and such books shall contain seven blank 
columns with uniform headings in the following form : — 



Books to be 
furnished to 
towns at cost 
price. 
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Approved May 11, 1877. 
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Chap. 209 An Act belatino to wabd officers in ctfies. 

Be it enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The mayor and aldermen of every city, 
except Boston, shall, prior to the first day of November in 
the present year, elect for each ward of such city, three 
inspectors of elections, who shall be qualified votera and 
inhabitants in such ward. One of said inspectors shall 
hold his o&CQ for one year, one for two years, and one for 
three years, from said first day of November ; and in each 
year after the present, the mayor and aldermen shall, 
before the first day of November, elect for each ward of 
the city, one inspector of elections, who shall be a qualified 
voter and inhabitant in such ward, and shall hold office for 
three years from the first day of November, then next suc- 
ceeding. Any such inspector may be at any time removed 
from office by a vote of two-thirds of the board of alder- 
men of the city, and any vacancy occurring in the office 
of said inspectors shall be filled for the residue of the term 



Bemoyal fh>m 
ofDce. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1877.— Chapter 209. 593 

of the inspector whose place is to be filled , by election, as 
above provided. 

Section 2. Such inspectors of elections before enter- Tobeiworn. 
ing upon the duties of their office, shall take and subscribe 
an oath faithfully and impartially to discharge such duties ; 
which oath may be administered by the city clerk of the 
city, or by any justice of the peace, and a record made 
thereof in the office of the city clerk. 

Secttion 3. It shall be the duty of such inspectors to DuUes. 
attend at the times and places designated for meetings in 
their respective wards, for the elections of any officers, 
whether of the United States, state, city or wards, or for 
the determination of any question submitted to the qualified 
voters by lawful authority, and to perform such duties as 
are required of inspectors of election in cities under exist- 
ing laws. 

Section 4. Such inspectors of elections shall receive oomp^oMUon. 
aacb compensation for each day's actual service as the city 
council of their respective cities may from time to time 
determine, and shall be subject to all the penalties to which 
ward officers are subject under general laws. 

Section 5. No ballots shall be received at any election Baiiotonottobe 
until at least two of said inspectors are present, nor until t^ta^J^tow* 
each of them who is present has ascertained, by personal »"Pf«"«"^ 
examination, that the ballot-boxes are empty. While an 
election is going on, each ballot-box shall be in the in^me- Each bAiiot.boz 
diate charge of two inspectors, one from the inspectors two^iISpScSw?' 
elected under the provisions of this act, and one from the 
inspectors elected by the voters of the ward, during the 
whole time the ballots are received in that box i" provided ^ Proviso, 
that whenever, in consequence of the absence of any of 
said inspectors at any election, the provisions of this sec- 
tion cannot be complied with within thirty mjnutes from 
the hour named in the warrant for the opening of the polls, 
then the election shall proceed, notwithstanding such pro- 
visions. 

Section 6. This act shall not take effect in any city sabjectto 
until it shall have been accepted by the mayor and alder- JuJTSS^ndL^ 
men and common council of such city by concurrent vote. 

Section 7. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with Ropemi. 
this act are hereby repealed ; but this act shall not be con- 
strued to repeal any provisions of law which provide for 
the election of inspectors of elections by the voters of 
wards. Approved May 11, 1877^ 
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An Act concerning district, pouce and municipal courts. 
Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1 . AH clerks of district, police and municipal 
courts who are now by law required to be appointed by 
the governor or elected by the people, shall hereafter be 
appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of 
the council, and all clerks of district and police courts 
shall hold their offices for the term of five years : provided^ 
however^ that the present clerks of district and police 
courts shall hold their several offices for the term for 
which they have been commissioned, except those whose 
terms are not limited to a ceitain number of years, and 
such clerks shall hold their offices for the term of five 
years from and after the time when this act takes effect. 

Section 2. The salaries of all judges and clerks of 
district, police and municipal courts, and all the expenses 
of said courts, shall after the current year be paid by the 
several counties in which they are established, and no fees 
shall be received by said judges or clerks to their own 
use for any services rendered by them in any capacity in 
receiving complaints or issuing warrants, subpoenas, mitti- 
muses or other processes, or as trial justices of juvenile 
offenders; but all such fees shall be paid over once in 
three months by said judge or clerk to the county in 
which such court is established : provided^ that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed as requiring the pay- 
ment to the county of any moneys which are payable 
under existing laws to cities or towns. 

Section 3. The accounts of every clerk of a district 
or police court shall at least once in every three months 
be examined and audited by the judge of said court, 
and an exact detailed statement of the receipts and 
expenditures of said clerk during said three months, with 
the certificate of said judge of the result of said examina- 
tion, shall be immediately transmitted to the county 
treasurer. 

Section 4. The several district and police courts of 
the Commonwealth shall hereafter, within the territory 
over which they have jurisdiction, have original and con- 
current jurisdiction with the superior court of all actions 
of contract, tort or replevin, where the debt or damages 
demanded or the value of the property alleged to be 
detained is more than twenty and does not exceed three 
hundred dollars ; and shall have exclusive original juris- 
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diction of all actions of contract and tort wherein the debt 
or damages demanded do not exceed the sum of twenty 
dollars. 

Section 5. The several district, police and municipal ^"^^^f^^^^ 
courts shall have and exercise within the districts under fusUceaofiaTe- 
the jurisdiction thereof, all the power, authority and juris- °"®***®° ®"- 
diction that trial justices of juvenile offenders now have ; 
but such offenders shall be tried separate and apart from 
the trial of other criminal cases, at suitable times to be 
designated therefor by said courts, to be called the session 
for juvenile offenders, of which session a separate record 
and docket shall be kept. 

Section 6. District and police courts shall have the Mayiisiiecom. 
same authority to issue commissions to take depositions in d^^!StioM.^^* 
cases pending therein that the superior court now has in 
cases pending in that court. 

Section 7. Sections one and two of this act shall ^£JlS^f°/i^' 
apply to assistant clerks of district, police and municipal 
courts, and section two shall apply to the special justices 
of said courts when acting in the place of the judge there- 
of: provided • that the compensation to the special justices Compensation of 

^0 "^ . j» 'jj* • special jiwtices. 

of any court, for services rendered in any one year, m 
excess of eight per centum of the annual salary of the 
standing justices of such court, shall be deducted by the 
county treasurer from the salary of such standing justice ; 
but this proviso shall not apply to the compensation of 
special justices for services in holding one of two or more 
sessions held at the same time according to law. 

Section 8. Nothing in this act contained shall be held S^^f^^ 
to affect any case now pending, and all acts or parts of amN^ted. 
acts, so far as they are inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act, are hereby repealed. 

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon the first day To take effect 
of July, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven. ^'* 

Approved May 11, 1877. 

Ah Act cokcerking justices op the peace and trial justices. Chap. 211 
Be U enacted, Sc., as follows : • 

Section 1. No justice of the peace, not designated "^^*^®^*J* 
and commissioned as a trial justice, shall hereafter have or ^Mu^^nor^ 
exercise any power, authority or jurisdiction to try civil SSuL^<S)mmii 
cases, or receive complaints, or issue warrants : provided^ jj^u^"^^*** 
however^ that any justice of the peace who shall also be a 
clerk or assistant clerk of any municipal, district or police 
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court, may receive complaints and issue warrants, return- 
able before some trial justice, police, district or municipal 
court, having jurisdiction of the examination of the person 
charged with the offence. 

Section 2. If any trial justice shall change his domicil 
to a place within the district and jurisdiction of any police, 
district or municipal court, his authority to try civil or 
criminal cases, receive complaints and issue warrants, 
shall thereupon cease. 

Section 3. Trial justices shall have exclusive original 
jurisdiction .of all actions of replevin for beasts distrained, 
or impounded in order to recover a penalty or forfeiture 
supposed to have been incurred by their going at large, 
or to obtain satisfaction for damages alleged to have been 
done by them ; actions of forcible entry and detainer ; and 
of all actions of contract, tort or replevin, where the debt 
or damages demanded or value of the property alleged to 
be detained does not exceed one hundred dollars ; and 
they shall have original and concurrent jurisdiction with 
the superior court of actions of contract, tort or replevin, 
where the debt or damages demanded or value of property 
alleged to be detained is more than one hundred and does 
not exceed three hundred dollars. All provisions of 
existing laws relating to the jurisdiction and proceedings 
of justices of the peace in civil matters, and not incon- 
sistent with the terms and meaning of this act, shall apply 
to and govern trial justices. 

Section 4. All warrants in criminal cases issued by 
any person authorized to issue warrants under the pro- 
visions of this act, shall be made returnable before some 
trial justice, police, district or municipal court having 
jurisdiction of the examination of the person charged with 
the offence. 

Section 5. Trial justices shall have the same authority 
to issue commissions to take depositions in cases pending 
before them that the superior court now has in cases 
pending in that court. 

Section 6. Trial justices shall have and exercise within 
their respective counties all the powers, authority and 
jurisdiction that trial justices of juvenile offenders now 
have ; and hereafter no trial justice of juvenile offenders, 
not being a trial justice or judge of a police, district or 
municipal court, or a judge of probate and insolvency, 
shall have or exercise any power, authority or jurisdiction 
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whatever. And section one of chapter three hundred and 
fifty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two is hereby repealed. 

Section 7. Every- trial justice hereafter designated Term of office, 
and commissioned, shall bold his office for the term of 
three years, unless during that period he shall cease to 
hold a commission as justice of the peace, or unless sucb 
designation and commission be sooner revoked. 

Section 8. So mucb of section one of chapter one Not to pay fee 
hundred and nine of the acts of the year eighteen bundred '^'^^"^'^io"- 
and sixty-two, as requires of trial justices that, before the 
delivery of their commissions, they shall pay into the 
department of the secretary of the Commonwealth tbe 
sum of five dollars, is hereby repealed. 

Section 9. Nothing in this act contained shall affect Pending caMi 
any case or proceeding pending when it takes effect, but ^*^^**^<- 
such cases or proceediugs may be completed as if this act 
had not been passed ; and nothing in this act contained 
shall be held to impair the jurisdiction of any police, 
district or municipal court. 

Section 10. All provisions of existing laws incon- itepeftU 
sistent with the provisions of this act are hereby re- 
pealed. 

Section 11. This act shall take effect upon the first to take effect 
day of July next. Approved May 11, 1877. ^"^^ ^' ^^^' 

An Act to provide a clerk for the pouce court op Chap. 212 

GLOUCESTER. -^^ 

Be U enacted^ Ac., as follows : 

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent cierktobe 
of the council, shall nominate and appoint a clerk of the *pp*'*"'®^- 
police court of Gloucester, who shall hold his office for the 
term of five years unless sooner removed by the governor 
and council. 

Section 2. Said clerk shall perform all the duties now DaUe«. 
prescribed by the General Statutes for clerks of police 
courts ; and all the provisions of law now applicable to 
clerks of police courts shall apply to said clerk. 

Section 3. Said clerk shall receive an annual salary salary, 
of eight hundred dollars, to be paid from the treasury of 
the Commonwealth during the current year, and there- 
after by the county of Essex. Approved May 11, 1877. 
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Chap. 213 An Act to establish boards of habbob axd land gomxis- 

SIONERS. 

Be it enacted, Ac, as follows : 

SS^mtaBi^JS*' Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent 
to be appointed, ^f the couucil, shall before the first day of July next, 
appoint three persons who shall constitute a board of 
.harbor commissioners, and who shall hold their offices 
from the dates of their respective appointments, and for 
the terms of one, two and three years respectively, from 
the first day of July next. The governor shall in like 
manner, before the first day of July in each year there- 
after, appoint a commissioner to continue in office for the 
term of three years from said day. Said board of harbor 
commissioners shall have all the powers and shall perform 
all the duties now by law devolving on the board of harbor 
commissioners as at present constituted, which board is 
hereby abolished. 
Sfi5S?iMio"« Section 2. The governor, with the advice and consent 
to be appointed, of the couucil, shall before the first day of July next, 
appoint three persons who shall constitute a board of land 
commissioners, and who shall hold their offices from the 
dates of their respective appointments, and for the terms 
of one, two and three years respectively, from the first 
day of July next. The governor shall in like manner, 
before the first day of July in each year thereafter, 
appoint a commissioner to continue in office for the term 
of three years from said day. Said board of land com- 
missioners shall have all the powers and shall perform all 
the duties now by law devolving on the board of commis- 
sioners on public lands, and upon the agents appointed 
under chapter two hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five in relation to 
offi(^»boi. the Commonwealth flats near South Boston. Said board 
of commissioners on public lands and said agents are 
hereby abolished. 
TOmSiSoneni?' SECTION 3. The Compensation of each of the commis- 
sioners appointed under this act shall be five dollars a day 
for each day of actual service, and* in case of any vacancy 
occurring in either board by resignation or otherwise, the 
governor, with the advice and consent of the council, 
shall appoint a commissioner for the residue of the term, 
and he may in like manner remove any of said commis- 
sioners. 
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Section 4. This act shall take effect upotf its passage, whentouke 
so far as the appointing, commissioning and qualifying of ^^^^ 
said harbor and land commissioners are concerned, and 
shall take full effect on the first day of July next. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 

As Act rblating to the inspection of factories and public QJiar)* 214 

BUILDINGS. -^^ 

Be it enacted, Sc., as folknos : 

Section 1. The belting, shafting, gearing and drums Bemng. shaft. 
of all manufacturing establishments, when so located as to {^^i^niy 
be, in the opinion of the inspectors hereinafter mentioned, «*^^^ 
dangerous to employes while engaged in their ordinary 
duties, shall be, as far as practicable, securely guarded. 

No machinery, other than steam-engines, in any such Machinery, ex. 
establishment, shall be cleaned while running, if objected nottobl'oi^ned 
to in writing by one of the inspectors hereinafter men- ^^^^ '"nning. 
tioned. All such establishments shall be well ventilated 
and kept clean. 

Section 2. In any manufacturing establishment in Hatohwaystobe 
which there shall exist or be placed any hoistway, hatch- Slr^^da!*^ 
way, elevator or well-hole, the openings thereof through 
and upon each floor of such establishment shall be pro- 
vided with and protected by good and sufficient trap-doors, 
or self closing hatches and safety-catches, or such other 
safeguards as the inspectors hereinafter mentioned shall 
direct ; and all due diligence shall be used to keep such 
trap-doors closed at all times, except when in actual use 
by the occupant or occupants of the building having the 
use and control of the same. 

Section 3. All manufacturing establishments, three stairways and 
or more stories in height, wherein forty or more persons *'®"^*****"- 
are employed, unless supplied with a sufficient number of '^ 

tower stairways, shall be provided with properly con- 
structed fire-escapes upon the outside thereof; said fire- 
escapes to be connected with the interior of the building 
by either doors or windows, with suitable landings at 
every story above the first. Said fire-escapes shall be 
kept in good repair, and no incumbrances of any kind 
whatever shall be placed thereon : provided^ that nothing 
10 this section shall be so construed as to empower the 
inspectors to compel any person or persons or corporation 
to change any fire-escape already existing, unless such 
change is necessary for tiie protection of human life. The 
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word "story" in this act shall include the attic, if the 
same is occupied for work-rooms. 

Section 4. All the main doors, both inside and out- 
side, in manufacturing establishments, shall open out- 
wardly where the inspectors hereinafter mentioned shall 
deem it necessary, and shall in writing direct. Each 
story in such establishments shall be amply supplied with 
means for extinguishing fires. 

Section 5. All churches, school-rooms, hotels, halls, 
theatres and other buildings used for public assemblies, 
shall have such means of egress as the inspectors herein- 
after mentioned shall approve, and all doors to the main 
entrances in such building shall swing outwardly when 
said inspectors in writing so direct. No portable seats 
shall be allowed in the aisles or passage-ways of any such 
building during any entertainment or service held therein. 

Section 6. It shall be the duty of the chief of the state 
detective force, upon the passage of this act, specially to 
detail one or more of his deputies to act as inspectors of 
factories and public buildings. Said chief shall report in 
print, to the governor, on or before the first day of Jan- 
uary of each year, with such remarks, suggestions and 
recommendations, as he may deem necessary. 
• Section 7. The duties of said inspectors shall be to 
enforce the provisions of this act, except as hereinafter 
mentioned, and of all acts relating to the employment of 
women and minors in manufacturing establishments ; and 
for this purpose said inspectors shall have power to enter 
all buildings used for public or manufacturing purposes, 
to examine the methods of protection from accident, the 
means of escape from fire, and to make investigations in 
regard to the employment of women and children. 

Section 8. Any person or corporation violating any 
of the provisions of this act shall forfeit to the use of the 
Ck)mmonwealth for every such offence not less than fifty 
nor more than five hundred dollars, to be recovered by 
action instituted by said inspectors in any court of com- 
petent jurisdiction, and shall also be liable for all damages 
sufiered by any employ^ by reason of such violation ; but 
no action shall be brought for any such violation until 
after four weeks' notice thereof shall have been given in 
writing by an inspector, nor then, if in the meantime such 
violation shall have ceased, unless some person shall have 
been injured in consequence thereof. Nothing in this 
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section shall be so coustrued as to prohibit any person 
injured from bringing an action to recover damages for 
said injuries. 

Section 9. The city of Boston and any other city certain dties 
which may now or shall hereafter haye statutory regula- S^^SomS 
tions similar in intent to the provisions of sections two, »5 2,8,6. 
three and five of this act, and officers specially appointed 
for the enforcement of the same, shall be exempt from the 
provisions of said sections in so far as said regulations are 
similar thereto, and the inspectors hereinbefore mentioned 
shall have no authority to enforce said stsitutory regula- 
tions in such cities ; but this section shall not be construed 
as exempting any person or corporation in any such cities 
from the provisions of said statutory regulations. 

Section 10. Any detective or detectives detailed to ,^®*^^%fj^- 
perform said duties shall upon positive evidence that he d?ue«tobed5L 
or they have failed to perform their duty faithfully, be ^f^^"^ 
immediately discharged from said office. 

Section 11. This act shall take effect on the first day 
of July next. Approved May 11, 1877. 

An Act to beoulate sales under powers of sale in mortgages. Chap. 215 
Be U enacted^ <fcc., cbs follows : 

No sale under and by virtue of a power of sale contained ®*JJJ^° n»i 
in any mortgage of real estate shall be valid and effectual K'm^Jt^H^s* 
to foreclose said mortgage, unless previous to such sale 
notice of the same shall have been published once a week, 
the first publication to be not less than twenty-one days 
before the day of sale, for three successive weeks, in some 
newspaper, if there be any, published in the city or town 
wherein the mortgaged premises are situated ; but nothing 
herein shall avoid the necessity of also giving notice of 
such sale in accordance with the terms of the mortgage. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 

An Act in regard to t^ manufacture, storage, use, trans- Chav* 216 

PORTATION AND SALE OF EXPL09rVE COMPOUNDS. "^^ 

Be it enacted^ &€., as follows : 

Section 1. No person, except on military duty in the Explosive 
public service of the United States or of this Common- *^°*J^°°^ 
wealth, shall keep, have or possess, in any building, 
place, vehicle, ship or other vessel, within one rod of a 
dwelIing*hou8e in any city or town, any explosive com- 
pound in quantity exceeding one-fifth of a pound in any 

76 
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way or manner prohibited by this act or by any ordinance 

or by-law which may be made in accordance with section 

two of this act. 

ma^r^hST^ SECTION 2. The city council of any city may make 

storage, mann- ordinances neccssarv for the protection of life and prop- 

facUure and sale. , ii%» ^ 

erty, m regard to the keeping, storage, use, manufacture 
or sale of explosive compounds, and may regulate the 
transportation thereof through the streets or highways of 
such city, and affix penalties, not exceeding fifty dollars 
for each offence. Towns may make like by-laws for the 
same purpose, to be approved in the manner prescribed 
in section fourteen of chapter eighteen of the General 
Statutes, and affix penalties not exceeding twenty dollars 

ProTiBo. for each offence : provided^ such by-laws and ordinances 

shall not prohibit the transportation of explosive com- 
pounds from one place to another, nor be otherwise 
repugnant to the provisions of this act and the rules made 
thereunder by the railroad commissioners. 

bi'??iStedf?r Section 3. The mayor and aldermen of any city and 

aaieanduse. the Selectmen of. any town may license, upon such terois 
as may be prescribed in the ordinances or by-laws men- 
tioned in the preceding section, the keeping, storage, 
transportation, use, manufacture or sale of explosive com- 
pounds, within the limits of the city or town. 

Nottobecarried SECTION 4. No railroad Corporation, street railway 

by corporations, ^i^ ^i • ^* 

etc., transport, compauy, stcamboat company, or other association, oo- 
ingpasaengen. partnership, pcrsous or person, engaged in the transporta- 
tion of passengers within this Commonwealth, shall 
knowingly transport between persons or places within the 
territorial limits of this Commonwealth, or transport into 
such limits for sale, storage or use therein, any explosive 
compound in quantities exceeding the amounts hereinafter 
provided for, in any vehicle containing passengers, or in 
any vehicle attached to any railroad train or vehicle con- 
veying passengers ; nor in any case unless the said explosive 
compounds be plainly and legibly marked with the names of 
such compounds, and the words " explosive^ — dangerous/* 
Railroad oom- It shall bc the duty of the board of railroad commissioners, 
preMribe^e*. from time to time, to make rules fixing the maximum 
amounts of various explosive compounds which may be 
so carried in any public vehicle, or in a railroad train con- 
taining passengers, or in a vehicle attached to such train ; 
and until such rules are made by said board, no explosive 
compound shall be so carried. The said rules shall also 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1877.— Chapter 216. 603 

define the method of packing such compounds to insure 
the greatest safety, and shall prescribe how the same shall 
be carried as freight on railroads, steamboats, and by 
common carriers. Said rules, subscribed by said railroad 
commissioners, shall be published for the period of four 
weeks in daily newspapers published in the cities of 
Boston, Worcester and Springfield; and a copy of said 
rules, certified by either of said board, and a like certif- 
icate of the fact of their due publication, shall, in all cases, 
be legal and conclusive proof of said rules, and of the 
proper publication thereof. 

Section 5. No person shall deliver for transportation Nottobedeiiv- 
to any railroad corporation, street railway company, orporuuonto 
other association, co-partnership, persons or person, en- ^ii^'p^'* 
gaged in the transportation of passengers within this Com- •«»«e™- 
mon wealth, or take or place upon or in any car, boat or other 
vehicle of any such corporation, company, association, co- 
partnership or person, with intent that the same shall be 
carried or transported on such car, boat or other vehicle, 
any explosive compound mentioned in this act, unless the 
same is packed and marked as herein provided, and notice 
of the dangerous nature thereof is expressly given to the 
agent, servant or person to whom it is delivered, or to 
the agent, servant or person having at the time the man- 
agement and control of the car, boat or other vehicle in 
or upon which the same is to be carried or transported. ^ 

A J • J !• X • X -^ Common car- 

And any common carrier may decnne to receive or transport nere may de- 
any such explosive compound m any manner whatever. 

Section 6. Whoever knowingly violates, or know- Penaitie*. 
ingly causes or permits the violation of any provision of 
the two preceding sections, or knowingly transports, or 
causes or permits the transportation of any explosive 
compound^ in any manner other than in conformity with 
the rules made by the board of railroad commissioners, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more 
than five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
state prison not exceeding five years. 

Section 7. Upon complaint made under oath to a trial ^J^JJ^* 
JQstice, or police, district or municipal court, that the setniremaybe 
complainant has probable cause to believe, and does "^^^ 
believe, that an explosive compound is had, kept or to be 
found in any city or town within the jurisdiction of such 
justice or court, oontraiy to law, a warrant may issue 
directed to the sheriff of the county or his deputy, or to 
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any constable of such city or town, commanding him to 
enter any building, vehicle, ship or other vessel specified 
in the warrant, and there make diligent search for and 
seize such explosive compound, and to make return of his 
doings to such justice or court forthwith. 
^Yd^SSjlIS!^ Section 8. Any explosive compound had, kept or 
transported contrary to the provisions of this act, and 
seized under the preceding section, may be adjudged 
forfeit, after due notice and hearing, and may be ordered 
to be destroyed in such manner as the court or magistrate 
may direct. 
bB^entSSdto^ Section 9. Any person duly authorized by the or- 
a«ro£!em»d^^* diuanccs of any city, or the by-laws of any town, may 
enter the building or premises of any person or persons 
licensed fo sell explosive compounds, to examine and 
ascertain if the laws, rules and regulations relating thereto 
are strictly observed ; and on an alarm of fire may cause 
the explosive compounds there deposited to be removed 
or destroyed, as the case may require. 
SjIiriSf **' Section 10. Any person who shall suffer injury by 

the explosion of any explosive compound while the same 
is being kept or transported contrary to the provisions of 
this act or the ordinances, rules or' by-laws made in con- 
formity to it, may recover damages for the injury thus 
sustained, in an action of tort against the parties so 
violating the provisions of this act or the ordinances, 
rules or by-laws made in conformity herewith. 
^erom"?" Section 11. The powers, or any of them, conferred 
fn Boirtor*^*" on the city council of any city by section two of this act, 
may be exercised in the city of Boston, if the city council 
of said city shall so determine, by the board of fire com- 
missioners, or any other board to which said city may from 
time to time, by ordinance, delegate the same. 
co^oSSd" Section 12. By the words "explosive compound," as 

defined. yged in this act, shall be understood either gun-cotton, 

nitro-glycerine, or any compound of the same ; any fulmi- 
nate, or generally any substance intended to be used 
by exploding or igniting the same, to produce a force 
to propel missiles or to rend apart substances, except 
gunpowder. 
^**P^- Section 13. Chapter six of the acts of the year eighteen 

hundred and seventy-one, and all acts and parts of acts 
inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed ; but such repeal 
shall not affect any prosecutions or suits now begun, nor 
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prevent the institution of any suit, prosecution or proceed- 
ings to enforce penalties and liabilities already incurred 
under existing laws. Approved May 11, 1877. 

An Act to enable the city op boston to abate a nuisance 

EXISTING therein, AND FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH IN SAID CITT, AND FOB OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., (w follows : 

Section 1. The city of Boston may purchase or other- city of Boston 
wise take, for the purpose of abating the nuisance now Sa^iteVnut 
existing in and about the Roxbury Canal, so called, the ■*°^®* 
lands and easements, with the buildings and other fixtures 
thereon, situate and lying within the district hereinafter 
bounded and described, to wit : — commencing at the junc- 
tion of Harrison Avenue and the northerly line of East 
Chester Park, and thence running by said northerly line 
of East Chester Park produced in an easterly direction 
across the said Roxbury Canal to Swett Street, thence by 
the northerly line of Swett Street to Northampton Street, 
thence by the northerly line of Northampton Street to 
Harrison Avenue, and thence by the easterly line of Har- 
rison Avenue to the point of beginning. Said city shall j^^r^o/JeedSa 
within sixty days from the time it shall take said lands ^scription of 
or easements, file in the oflSce of the registry of deeds for * *° 
the county of Suffolk, a description of the lands or ease- 
ments so taken as certain as is required in a common con- 
veyance of lands, and a statement that the same are taken 
pursuant to the provisions of this act ; which said descrip- 
tion and statement shall be signed by the mayor of said 
city, and the title to all lands and easements so taken shall 
vest in the city of Boston, and if any party who^e land 
or easement is taken, shall agree with the said city upon 
the damage done to him by the said takiug, the same shall 
be paid to him by the said city forthwith. And it shall be 
the duty of the city of Boston forthwith to raise the grade 
of said territory so purchased or taken, by filling up the 
same, including that portion of the Roxbury Canal lying 
within the described district^ with good clean earth or 
gravel, and with reference to a complete drainage thereof, 
60 as to abate the present nuisance, and to preserve the 
health of the city. 

Section 2. Any person entitled to any estate or ease- SS?^^M^a*^**' 
ment in any part of the lands so taken, may at any time fliebm in equity 
within one year from the time when the same shall he^^' *^* 
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taken, as well in his own behalf as in behalf of all other 
persons having estates in the lands or easements so taken, 
file a bill in equity in the supreme judicial court in the 
county of Suffolk, setting forth the taking of the com- 
plainant's land or easement by the city of Boston, and 
whether the complainant claims any and what damages 
against the city of Boston for said taking, and against said 
city or any other corporation or persons by reason of any 
and what wrongful act or omission by their causing a dim- 
inution in the value of his land or easement at the time of 
said taking, and praying an assessment of damages against 
the city of Boston for said taking, and against such parties 
^enl^otwilo ^^^ ^^^^ diminution. And upon the filing of such a bill 
be given to de. said court shall cause notice of the pendency of said bill to 
be given to the parties named therein as defendants accord- 
ing to the course of courts of equity ; and also public notice 
thereof to all persons in whose behalf such bill shall be filed, 
, to appear and become parties thereto if they shall see fit to 
do so. Said court shall prescribe how such public notice 
shall be given, and what length of time shall be allowed for 
appearing and becoming a party to such suit. Any party 
failing so to appear and to become a party within the time 
prescribed by the court, shall be forever barred from 
recovering any damages on account of such taking. Each 
person so appearing and becoming a party shall file a writ- 
ten description of the land in which he claims an estate, 
together with a plan thereof so as clearly to distinguish 
the same from all other lands, and shall also declare what 
estate he claims therein. If he claims that the value of 
said land or easement at the time of taking the same was 
lessened by any unlawful act or omission of the city of 
Boston or any other corporation or person, so that the 
value of the land or easement in its condition when taken 
would not be a just compensation for all the estate and 
rights of the party in, and in reference to the same, such 
party shall also state what such injury is, and how and by 
whom the same had been or is caused, and what right or 
title of the party is violated. 
Sa"bl'J^**"o^ilrrt. Section 3. Upon the expiration of the time allowed 
^, to be paid by for appcanince to the said bill, the said court shall appoint 
^' three commissioners, who shall receive such compensation 

as the said court shall fix, to be paid by the city of Boston. 
Tobjjjthepw-. Section 4. It shall be the duty of the said commis- 
damagcfl. sioucrs aflcr due notice to hear each of the said parties 
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iDcluding the said city of Boston, and other parties named Aiwessment of 
as defendants, and to assess and award the value at the ***°****'* 
time of the taking of each parcel of the said land and of 
any easement claimed by any party so appearing which 
shall be taken by said city ; and the amount in gross, if * 

any, of damages done to such parcel of land or such ease- 
ment by reason of any unlawful act or omission of the 
city of Boston or any other party defendant, affecting its 
value at the time of said taking. And the said commis- 
sioners shall make or cause to be made a survey of the 
lands of the complainant and other parties to such bill, 
and of all other lands adjacent and owned by other parties 
whose rights may be affected in determining the lines of 
such complainants' lands; and said commissioners shall 
determine the boundary lines of all such lands within said 
district, and report to the court the boundaries established 
for each owner of such lands, with a plan of the several 
portions of land within said district, showing the lines 
established for each owner, which plan after its approval 
shall by order of the court, be recorded in the registry of 
deeds for the county of Suffolk. 

Section 5. Said commissioners or the major part of Toreporttothe 
them shall within three months after said hearing make ^ree months 
report to the said court of their doings, and, when *^"**®*^°«- 
requested by any party, of the evidence touching any 
exception intended to be taken by him. 

Section 6. Any party aggrieved by any findings or Party aggrieved 
doings of said commissioners may apply for a jury to S'JJrJ? **' 
revise the same, by petition to the supreme judicial court 
at the same term thereof at which said commissioners shall 
make their -report, and thereupon said court shall order a 
trial by jury to be had at the bar of the court in the same 
manner in which trials are held in the superior court to 
assess the damages for land taken for the laying out of 
highways in the county of Suffolk. And any party 
aggrieved by any ruling of law made by said commission- 
ers or by said court may except to said ruling and have 
the exceptions heard and determined by the said court sit- 
ting in banc according to its course as a court of equity. 

The respective rights and remedies of persons having Damage* to be 
different or separate interests or estates in the same prop- toklng^a^for 
erty, as to the disposition of the damages awarded or ^^^*y*- 
agreed to under this act, and the manner of assessing 
damages for the taking of such property, shall be in all 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



608 



1877.— Chaptkb 217. 



When amount 
of damage to a 
party is ascer- 
tained, execu- 
tion to Iflsae. 



Costs when a 
Jurytriallsbad. 



LiablUty of 
city for dam- 
ages caused by 
raising, etc., 
territory. 



Court may make 
all necessarv 
orders and de- 
crees. 



Costs to be paid 
as court shall 
order. 



City may lay 
railway tracks 
through streets. 



Lands to be 
taken within 
two years. 



Sewers and 
drains. 



respects the same as they now are in the case of property 
taken for laying out highways. 

Section 7. When it shall be finally determined what 
amount of damages any party is entitled to recover against 
the city of Boston, or any othet party defendant, a sepa- 
rate decree shall be entered accordingly, and execution 
therefor shall be issued without regard to the pendency of 
the claims of any other party or parties. 

Section 8. If any party shall apply for and obtain a trial 
by jury, he shall recover his legal costs if the award of the 
commissioners shall be altered in his favor ; otherwise he shall 
be liable for the legal costs of the other party or parties. 

Section 9. Nothing in this act shall be construed as 
exempting the city of Boston from any obligation it would 
otherwise be under, to make compensation to the owners 
of lands abutting on or near to the territoty described in 
the first section of this act, for any injury it may do to 
such lands in any acts of raising, filling or draining said 
territory or any part thereof. 

Section 10. Said court may make all orders and 
decrees necessary to carry into effect the intent of this 
act, and may at its discretion, at any stage of the pro- 
ceedings, order a party to give security for the payment 
of damages or costs. 

Section 11. All legal costs which shall accrue in the 
proceedings under this act, not otherwise provided for, 
shall be paid as the said court shall order. 

Section 12. The city of Boston is hereby authorized 
to lay railway tracks through any street or streets of said 
city and across tide water, and to maintain them, so long 
as it may be necessary, to enable them to transport earth 
and other materials to fill up the district aforesaid under 
the provisions of this act. 

Section 13. All lands or easements taken under this 
act otherwise than by purchase shall be taken within two 
years, and all filling and grading done under this act shall 
be done within three years, from the passage thereof. 

Section 14. On and after the completion of the work 
to be performed under this act, the sewers or drains now 
discharging into said canal within the limits of that por- 
tion thereof authorized to be filled, shall be discharged 
elsewhere and shall not thereafter be discharged into any 
part of said canal. 

Section 15. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 
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Ah Act to incorporate the trustees of the soldiers' Homc (JJiap^ 218 

IN MASSACHUSETTS. -^^ 

Be U enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. Horace Binney Sargent, Alexander H. oorporaion. 
Rice, William Gaston, Cliarles Devens, George S. Evans, 
George H. Patcli, James F. Meech, Edward T. Raymond, 
Samuel Dalton, Andrew J. Bailey, Henry Wilson, Jr., 
William S. Brown, Joseph F. Levering, Cyrus C. Emery, 
J. G. B. Adams, John McKay, Jr., E. G. W. Cartwright, 
Charles W. Wilcox, their associates and successors, chosen 
as hereinafter provided, are hereby made a corporation 
by the name of " The Trustees of the Soldiers' Home in Name. 
Massachusetts," and said trustees shall from time to time, 
as they may by their by-laws prescribe, elect such oflBcers 
as they may judge necessary, and prescribe the terms and 
duties of such officers, and they shall fill by election all 
vacancies in said trustees as they may occur; but the 
whole number of said trustees shall never exceed eighteen, 
fifteen of whom shall be members of the voluntary asso- 
ciation known as the Department of Massachusetts, Grand 
Army of the Republic; and whenever any vacancy shall 
occur among said fifteen, the remaining trustees shall 
select from the persons composing for the time being the 
council of administration of said Department of Massa- 
chusetts, Grand Army of the Republic, a trustee to fill 
said vacancy. 

Section 2. Said trustees may receive, hold, manage Trustee* to 
and convey such real and personal estate, not exceeding J^l^y^pS^ 
in all two hundred thousand dollars, as they may acquire 
by gift, grant, purchase or otherwise, for the purpose of 
maintaining in this Commonwealth a home for deserving 
soldiers and sailors and such members of their families as 
said trustees may deem proper, and under such conditions 
and regulations as said trustees may from time to time 
prescribe. Said trustees shall be subject to the duties and Powers ud 
liabilities and shall have the powers and privileges set " ^' 
forth in all general laws which now are or hereafter may 
be in force applicable to such corporations so far as they 
are not inconsistent with this act. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 
77 
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Chap. 219 Ak Act to enforce the provisions of chapter three hundred 

AND three of the ACTS OF THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND 
SEVENTY-ONE, IN RELATION TO GREEN HARBOR HARSH IN MARSH- 
FIELD. 
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Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

The supreme judicial court sitting as a court of equity, 
shall have full jurisdiction to hear and determine the rights 
of all parties under chapter three hundred and three of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one, 
entitled " An Act for the improvement of Green Harbor 
Marsh in the town of Marshfield and for other purposes," 
and to enforce the provisions of said act. 

And the attorney-general, upon the petition or request 
of the board of harbor commissioners, is hereby author- 
ized and directed to bring in the name and behalf of the 
Commonwealth a bill in equity, or other proper process, 
to compel any and all parties liable under said act so to do, 
to remove the shoaling or other obstructions in the chan- 
nel in Green Harbor River. Approved May 11, 1877. 

Chap. 220 An Act to dissolve the weymouth fire district, and to 

AUTHORIZE THE SALE OP ITS PROPERTY. 

Be it enacted^ <&c., as follows: 

Section 1. The Weymouth Fire District established 
under chapter one hundred and eighteen of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and forty-six, may sell or other- 
wise dispose of any and all its real and personal property, as 
the majority of the voters of said district present and 
voting at a meeting duly called for that purpose may 
direct, and after applying the proceeds of said property to 
the payment of its indebtedness, may then, in case any 
debts remain unpaid, raise by taxation sufficient money 
to pay the same, and may also choose all officers' and do 
all acts necessary to carry the foregoing provisions into 
effect. 

Section 2. Except for the purposes expressly pro- 
vided for in the preceding section said district is hereby 
dissolved. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its accept- 
ance by a majority of the voters of said district, present 
and voting at a meeting duly called for that purpose, on 
or before the first day of September in the current year. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 
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Ax Act in addition to an act to incorporate thb vineyard Char). 221 

OROYE COMPANT. -^^ 

Be U enacted^ ^c, (m follows : 

Section 1. The Vineyard Grove Companjc is hereby My reduce 
aathorized to reduce its capital stock to an amount not ^pitATIitock. 
less than one thousand dollars, and increase the same to 
an amount not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, 
and to make and collect assessments on the same, and 
issue general and special stock ; subject to the provisions 
of chapter two hundred and twenty-four of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy, and of all acts in 
addition thereto or in amendment thereof, so far as the 
8£une may be applicable. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 

An Act to incorporate the old south association in boston,- C%^p 222 

AND TO provide FOR THE PRESERVATION OP THE OLD SOUTH MEET- ^* 

IMG-HOUSE. 

Bt U enacted, Sc.^ as follows : 

Section 1. The governor of the Commonwealth, the corpormton. 
mayor of the city of Boston, the president of Harvard 
College, the president of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, the president of the American Antiquarian So- 
ciety, and the president of the New England Historic- 
Genealogical Society, ex officiis^ and William Gaston, 
John Lowell, Samuel E. Sewall, Edmund Quincy, Samuel 
A. Green, Henry Lee, Martin Brimmer and John D. 
Long, and their associates and successors, are hereby made 
a body corporate by the name of the Old South Association Name and 
in Boston, for the purpose of acquiring and holding the p^'p**^ 
Old South Meeting-House ia Boston and the land under 
and adjacent to the same upon the corner of Milk Street 
and Washington Street in said city, for public, historical, 
memorial, educational, charitable and religious uses and 
none other, with all the powers and privileges, and subject Powers and 
to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions set forth in ^ "* 
chapter sixty-eight of the General Statutes and acts in 
addition thereto. Said corporation shjill have the power 
to take and appropriate to the uses of said corporation, 
said meeting-house and land or any interest therein : pro- Tofiieinregw 
vided^ that in case it shall exercise said power, it shall d^H^/uo^n of* 
within sixty days from the time of said taking and appro- the land tak«B. 
priation, file in the registry of deeds for the county of 
Suffolk a description of the premises so taken as certain 
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as is required in a common deed of conveyance of land ; 
and any party aggrieved thereby shall have the right to 
apply for a jury to assess the damages sustained by him, 
in the manner and with the effect provided in the seventy- 
ninth section of chapter forty-thre6 of the General Statutes, 
and upon the payment of all damages so assessed to the 
parties entitled thereto, or upon the failure to apply for a 
jury during the time limited by law, the title to said 
meeting-bouse and land shall vest in said corporation. 
And said corporation shall also have power, until the 
foregoing powers are exercised, to take a lease of said 
meeting-house and land, or the interest so taken, and hold 
the same thereunder for the purposes aforesaid. 

Section 2. The officers of said corporation shall con- 
sist of a board of managers, the number of which shall be 
fixed by the by-laws, and of which the six first named in 
this act shall be members ex officiis^ and two shall be 
elected annually by the city council of the city of Boston, 
and the rest shall be elected by the members of the cor- 
poration ; and said managers shall elect one of their 
number president, and shall also elect a secretary and a 
treasurer. All officers shall hold over until others are 
chosen in their stead. New members may be admitted in 
such manner as the by-laws shall provide. 

Section 3. Said corporation may make contracts with 
the Commonwealth for the use of said meeting-house for 
the annual election sermon, and with the Commonwealth 
or the city of Boston for its use for any public purposes 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this act. 

Section 4. Said meeting-house and land shall be 
exempt from taxation while said meeting-house shall be 
used for any of the purposes aforesaid, and shall be exempt 
from any tax for the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
seven. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 

Chap, 223 An Act for the protection op pubuc commons and parks. 

Be U enacted^ &c,^ as follows : 

SoeSfiriix Section 1. No building exceeding six hundred square 
hundred square fect iu Superficial area upon the s^round, shall be erected 

feet in area not . i,. i.i» ii>*i.i_ 

tote erected, m or upon any public common or public park which has 
been dedicated to the use of the public, without leave of 
the legislature previously obtained. 
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Section 2. Any violation of this act may be restrained f^^^^Si^^^ 
by the supreme judicial court or aoy justice thereof in 
the manner provided in section seventy-nine of chapter 
eighteen of the General Statutes. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 11, 1877. 
An Act cohcebnino cooperativb saving fund and loan asso- Qfiap. 224 

OlATIONS* 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. Any number of persons not less than oorporationsfbr 
twenty-five as is hereinafter provided, who shall have asso- JJSn^o^mem. 
ciated themselves together by an agreement in writing fa^a^mJ^T' 
such as is hereinafter described, with the intention to con- ^®"- 
stitute a corporation for the purpose of accumulating the 
savings of its members, paid into such corporation in fixed 
periodical instalments, and the lending of such funds so 
aecumalated to its members, shall become a corporation 
upon complying with the provisions of this act, and shall 
remain a corporation, with all the powers, rights and 
privileges, and subject to all the duties, limitations and 
restrictions conferred by general laws upon corporations 
except as herein otherwise provided. 

Section 2. Such agreement shall set forth the fact Agreement to 
that the subscribers thereto associate themselves with the and p^rp^anr 
intention to constitute a corporation, the name by which «>»t>o™"o°.«*«- 
the corporation shall be known, the purpose for which the 
corporation is constituted, the town or city, which town 
or city shall be within this Commonwealth, in which it is 
established oi; located, and the limit of capital to be accu- 
mulated. 

Section 3. Any name may be assumed for such cor- Any name oMy 
poration not previously in use by an existing corporation Sw^^wiTii^ 
established under the laws of this Commonwealth, and the ingcorporauon. 
name assumed in the agreement shall not be changed but 
by an act of the legislature. The words "cooperative 
saving fund and loan association " shall form a part of the 
name. 

Section 4. The provisions of the ninth, tenth and {;®JJJ*^t,^^ 
eleventh sections of the two hundred and twenty-fourth tSISeKmedi^ 
dmpter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sev- c^jJ^JnweaitL 
enty shall apply to corporations established under the 
provisions of this act, except that in the form of certifi- 
cate signed by the secretary of the Commonwealth, the 
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limit •of capital to be accumulated, as fixed in the agree- 
ment of association, shall be inserted, instead of the 
amount of capital, that the certificate required by said 
eleventh section to be filed and recorded may be signed 
and sworn to by the presiding and financial officers and a 
majority at least of the officers possessing the powers of 
directors, by whatever name they may be called, and that 
the fees to be paid for filing and recording the certificates 
required by said eleventh section, including the issuing of 
the certificate of organization by the secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, shall be five dollars. 

Section 5. • The object of such corporations shall be 
the accumulation of a capital in money, to be derived from 
savings and accumulations by the members thereof, to be 
paid into said corporation in periodical instalments, and in 
fixed and certain sums, at such times and in such amounts 
as shall be hereinafter designated. The capital so as afore- 
said to be accumulated by any corporation created by virtue 
hereof shall not exceed in the aggregate and full ultimate 
value thereof, one million dollars, and shall be divided 
into shares of the ultimate value of two hundred dollars 
each ; and said shares may be issued in quarterly, half 
yearly or yearly series, in such amounts and at such times 
as the shareholders may determine ; and payments of dues 
or instalments on each series or issue of shares shall com^ 
men^ and date from the issue thereof. No person shall 
hold more than twenty-five shares in the capital of any 
one of said corporations. No shares of a prior series shall 
be issued after the issue of a new series. New shares may 
be issued in lieu of shares withdrawn, cancelled or for^ 
feited. Said capital, so as aforesaid saved and accumu^ 
lated, from time to time shall be loaned or advanced to 
members of the particular corporation holding one or more 
shares in the capital thereof, who shall from time to time 
desire to anticipate the ultimate value of their shares, and 
shall give security for the prompt and continued payment 
of all periodic instalments of dues, interest, premium and 
fines, until each of their said shares, so advanced upon, 
shall be found to be of the ultimate value of two hundred 
dollars, as hereinafter provided. 

Section 6. The number, title, functions and compen^ 
sation of the officers of any corporation created by virtue 
of this act, their terms of office, the time of their electioDp 
as well as the qualifications of electors, and the time of eacb 
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periodical meeting of the officefs and shareholders of said 
corporation, shall be determined by the by-laws: pro- 
vided ^ that no member shall be entitled to more than one 
vote at any election. 

Section 7. The said officers shall hold stated monthly "^^^^^^^ 
meetings, at which each shareholder shall pay into the said ^* ^^^ ^* 
corporation the periodical instalments, to be called ^'dues/' 
on account of each share subscribed for by him, together 
with such interest and premiums on advances made from 
time to time; and such fines as shall be imposed on arrears, 
as is hereinafter provided. The moneys so as afbresaid 
saved and accumulated at each stated monthly meeting 
from dues, interest, premiums and fines as aforesaid, or 
from any other source whatsoever, after due allowance 
made for all necessary and proper expenses, and subject 
to the provisions hereinafter in section ten contained and 
set forth respecting the withdrawal and cancellation of 
shares, shall be ofiered to such shareholder or sharehold- 
ers as shall bid the highest premium for preference or 
priority of right to a loan or advance on the ultimate 
value of one or more of his or their respective shares ; 
and such shareholder so bidding the highest premium as 
aforesaid shall be entitled to receive a loan or advance of 
two hundred dollars for each share held by him : provided^ 
that a shareholder may borrow such fractional part of two 
hundred dollars as the by-laws shall provide. 

Section 8. For every loan and advance made as afore- lomm ud 
said, a note secured by mortgage of real estate shall be b^^Xdby 
given, accompanied by a transfer and pledge of the shares StatTSd »"** 
of the member or members so as aforesaid obtaining a ^^^^^^^ 
loan or advance. Said shares so transferred and pledged 
shall be held by said corporation as additional or collateral 
security for the performance of the terms, covenants and 
conditions of said note and mortgage ; and all payments 
of dues by a member so as aforesaid borrowing or obtain- 
ing advances, and all profits and gains from time to time 
accruing and adjusted as hereinafter provided to said 
shares so transferred and pledged, shall be deemed and 
taken to be payments on account of such loan or advance, 
until said loan or advance shall be cancelled by the ulti- 
mate value of such share or shares so pledged or shall be 
otherwise sooner cancelled and discharged. Said note Note and mort. 
tod mortgage shall recite and set forth the number of gJSJw'lJf ''*''*' 
Bhards pledged and transferred by the particular share- •*>««• pi«d«»d. 
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holder so borrowing, and the amount of money advanced 
thereupon, and shall be expressed to be conditioned for 
the payment at the stated meetings of the corporation of 
the monthly dues on the number of shares so pledged and 
advanced upon, and the interest and premium upon the 
loan or advance for which said shares are pledged and 
said note and mortgage given, together with all fines 
chargeable upon arrears of such payment until said shares 
shall reach the ultimate value of two hundred dollars each, 
or said loan shall be otherwise sooner cancelled and dis- 
charged : provided^ howeveVy that the shares of the par- 
ticular corporation, without other security, may in the 
discretion of the board of directors be so pledged and 
transferred as security for loans or advances to an amount 
not exceeding the assessed and adjusted value of such 
shares at the annual or other settlement and adjustment 
of the accounts of said corporation next preceding the 
time of such loan or advance. In case a shareholder 
shall neglect to offer security for a loan, or offering secu- 
rity it shall not be approved of by the board of directors 
by. such time as the by-laws may prescribe, his right to 
such loan shall be forfeited for the time being, and he 
shall be charged with one month's interest and one mouth's 
premium, at the rate bid for the same by him, together 
with all expenses incurred, if any, and the money so for- 
feited shall be subject to re-loan at the next or any subse- 
quent stated meeting. In case of non-payment by bor- 
rowing shareholders of monthly dues and interest and 
premiums on loans or advances and all fines or arrears for 
the space of six months, such defaulting borrower, in 
addition to the original amount loaned, shall be charged 
with all monthly dues, interest, premium and fines in 
arrears, and shall have and be given credit for the with- 
drawing value of his shares, pledged and transferred as 
aforesaid, in accordance with the rule hereinafter in section 
ten provided for the withdrawal and cancellation of shares, 
together with the dues paid thereon from the next pre- 
ceding adjustment and valuation of shares to the date of 
such settlement ; and the balance found to be remaining 
due over and above such credit, together with an attor- 
ney's collection fee of five per cent, on said balance, shall 
be enforced and recovered on his security as debts of a 
like amount are now enforced and recoverable according 
to law. 
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Section 9. Each shareholder shall pay to said cor- shareboidew^ 
poratioD, at each stated meeting of the same, as a contri- la^/moQt?iy 
hution to the capital thereof, the sum of one dollar as '"««"°«^ 
dues for each and every share subscribed for by him, until 
each share shall, under the provisions of this act, reach 
the ultimate value of Iwo hundred dollars, or shall be 
sooner forfeited, cancelled or withdrawn, as hereinafter 
provided. When each unpledged share of a given series when fharei are 
shall be found to be of the value of two hundred dollars, menutooeMer 
as aforesaid, all payments of dues thereon shall cease, and 
the bolder thereof shall be entitled to receive, and shall 
be paid out of the funds of the said corporation, the sum 
of two hundred dollars for each share maturing and so 
held by him, and from the date of such maturity to the 
date of such payment shall also be entitled to receive and 
shall be paid interest at the rate of six per cent, per 
annum on the sum so due and payable : provided ^ however y Provtoo. 
that nt no time shall more than one-half the funds in 
the treasury be applicable to the payment of such matured 
shares without the consent of the board of directors ; and 
provided, further, that the board of directors of said cor- withdrawmiand 
poration shall have the power, at their discretion, to retire JjSdJSTShwSI' 
the unpledged shares of any series and to enforce the 
withdrawal of the same at any time after the fourth year 
from the date of issue thereof io such form and manner 
and subject to such terms and conditions as shall be pre- 
scribed by the by-laws. The holder or holders of all 
unpledged shares so as aforesaid retired and withdrawn 
shall be entitled to receive and shall be paid the withdraw- 
ing value of his or their share or shares in accordance 
with the rule hereinafter in section ten provided for the 
withdrawal and cancellation of shares out of the funds 
provided for the payment of withdrawals. A borrowing 
shareholder, for each share borrowed or advanced upon, 
shall, in addition to the dues aforesaid, pay the sum of 
one dollar per month as interest, together with the 
monthly premium originally bid for said loan, as herein- 
after in section twelve provided for, until said shares shall 
reach the ultimate value of two hundred dollars as afore- 
said, when said shares and said loan shall be declared can- 
celled and satisfied, unless otherwise sooner paid off and 
dischai^ed. The right to re-issue shares in the place and Sf^SdSlilSII 
stead of shares cancelled in accordance with the provisions 
of this section shall revert to said corporation. 

78 
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Section 10. A shareholder may withdraw at any time 
by giving thirty days notice of his desire to do so on a 
book to be provided by said corporation for the purpose, 
when he shall be entitled to receive the amount of dues 
paid in by him on each of his shares, together with such 
proportion of the profits per share as assessed and adjusted 
at the settlement, adjustment and division of assets, profits 
and losses next preceding such notice, as the by-laws may 
determine, less all fines and the proportionate part of all 
losses and other charges accrued subsequent to said next 
preceding assessment and adjustment : provided^ however ^ 
that at no time shall more than one-half of the funds in the 
treasury be applicable to the demands of withdrawing 
shareholders without the consent of the board of directors ; 
H,nd further^ that no shareholders shall be entitled to with- 
draw whose shares are held in pledge as security for a 
loan or advance on the same, except as is next hereinafter 
provided. 

Section 11. A shareholder may repay a loan at any 
time upon application to said corporation, whereupon on 
settlement of his account, he shall be charged with the 
full amount of the loan as originally made to him, together 
with all monthly instalments of dues, interest, premium 
and fines then remaining due and unpaid, and shall receive 
and be given credit for the withdrawing value of his 
shares, pledged and transferred as security for said loan, 
in accordance with the rule hereinbefore (in section ten) 
provided for the withdrawal and cancellation of shares, 
together with the dues paid thereon from the next pre- 
ceding adjustment and valuation of shares to the date of 
such settlement, and the balance found to be remaining 
due over and above such credit shall be received by said 
corporation in full satisfaction and discharge of said loaa 
or advance : provided^ that all settlements made at periods 
intervening between stated meetings of the directors, shall 
be made as of the date of the stated meeting next succeed- 
ing such settlement ; and providedy that a shareholder 
desiring to retain his shares, and membership thereunder, 
may at his option repay his loan without claiming credit 
for said shares, whereupon said shares shall be re-trans- 
ferred to him, and he shall assume and be entitled to all 
the privileges of non-borrowing members, free, clear and 
discharged of and from any claim thereon by reason of 
said cancelled loan or advance. 
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Section 12. Premiums for loans or advances as afore- Premiums for 
said, shall consist of a percentage on the amount to be v^oea/ 
loaned, advanced or borrowed, and shall be a charge in 
addition to interest as aforesaid on the amount loaned, and 
said premium shall be deemed and taken to be a consider- 
ation or bonus, paid by the borrower for the present and 
immediate use and possession of the future or ultimate 
value of the shares so pledged, and shall, together with 
interest and fines paid, be received by said corporation as 
a profit on the amount of capital invested in said loan, and 
shall be divided and distributed to the various shares, 
severalties and series of said capital in the way and man* 
ner hereinafter provided. 

Section 13. Shareholders who shall make default in FtnesfordofiraH 
the payment of their monthly dues, interest and premiums, mon^^du^u 
shall be charged a fine not exceeding two per cent, per 
month on each dollar of such dues, interest and premiums 
so in arrears. No fines shall be charged after the expiration 
of six mouths from the first lapse in payment of said dues, 
interest and premiums, and no fine shall be charged upon 
a fine in arrears. The shares of all shareholders who shall 
continue in arrears for a longer period than six months 
shall, at the option of the board of directors, on thirty 
days notice to such defaulting shareholder, be declared 
forfeited, and in default of payment of said arrears before 
the expiration of said thirty days, the withdrawing value 
of said defaulting shares at the time of said first default 
shall be ascertained, and after deducting all fines and other 
legal charges, the balance remaining shall be transferred 
to an account, to be designated the ** Forfeited Share Forfeited 
Account," and shall be held by said corporation, with ***"**' 
respect to the shares of non-borrowing members, subject 
to the order of the defaulting shareholder entitled to the 
same without any interest from the time of such transfer, 
and upon notice in the manner hereinbefore provided (in 
section ten) for the withdrawal and cancellation of shares, 
he shall be entitled to receive the balance in due order of 
his turn, out of the funds appropriated to the payment of 
withdrawals. And with respect to the shares of borrow- 
ing members, the said directors may proceed to the en^ 
forcement and recovery of the loan or advance for which 
such defaulting share or shares are or shall be pledged, in 
the manner hereinbefore provided, and on recovery of said 
loan said shares and the balance due thereon shall revert 
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to said corporation as a payment on account of said loan, 
and shall be held by said corporation free, clear and dis- 
charged of and from all interest, claim and demand on the 
part of such defaulting borrower or any person or persons 
claiming from or under him, her or them : provided^ how» 
ever^ that all shares so as aforesaid forfeited or transferred 
to ^ Forfeited Share Account " shall cease to participate in 
or be entitled to any portion of the gains or profits of said 
corporation accruing after the adjustment and settlement 
of the accounts of said corporation and the valuation of 
shares as hereinafter provided next preceding the date of 
such forfeiture and transfer. 

Section 14. The general accounts of any corporation 
created by virtue of this act, shall in all cases be kept 
upon the system of accounting known as "double entry**; 
all instalments and moneys received by such corporation 
from shareholders shall be receipted for by a person or 
persons designated by the board of directors, in a pass- 
book provided by the corporation for the use of and to be 
held by each member, and said pass-book shall be plainly 
marked with the name and residence of the holder thereof, 
the number of shares held by him, and the number or 
designation of the series or issue to which said shares 
respectively belong, and the date of the issue of such series. 
All moneys so received shall be orginally entered by the 
proper oflBcer in a book to be called the ^ cash book,** to 
be provided by said corporation for the purpose, and the 
entries therein shall be so made as to show the name of 
the payer, the number of shares, the number or designa- 
tion of the series or issues of the particular share or shares 
so entered, together with the amount of dues, interest, 
premiums and fines paid thereon as the caso may be. 
Each payment made shall be classified and entered in a 
column devbted to its kind. Said cash book shall be 
closed after the termination^ of each stated meeting, and 
shall be an exhibit of the receipts of all moneys paid at 
said meeting. All payments made by said corporation for 
any purpose whatsoever, shall be by order, check or drafl 
upon the treasurer, signed by the president and secretary, 
and endorsed by the person or persons in whose favor the 
same shall be drawn. The name of the payer, the amount 
paid, and the purpose, object or thing for w^hich the said 
payment shall have been made, together with the date of 
such payment, shall be entered on the counterfoil or mar- 
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gin of said order, check or draft. The treasurer shall '^^^^^^^ 
dispose of and secure the safe keeping of all moneys, f'^^^'^^y 
balances, assets, securities and property of said corpora- performa^oe 
tion, in the way and manner . designated by the by-laws, °'^""*** 
and the treasurer and secretary shall give such security 
for the true and faithful performance of their respective 
duties as the by-laws may direct. 

Section 15. The assets, capital and property of any cor- capital and 
poration created by virtue hereof, and the profits accrued ^^^^y- 
thereon, together with the adjustment and valuation of the 
severalties or shares thereof, so far as the same shall from 
time to time be ijssucd, subsisting and held by the mem- 
bers of such corporation, shall be ascertained, computed 
and calculated in the following manner, to wit : — A cor- 
poration making but one issue of shares by dating and 
referring all shares issued back to the date of the organi- 
zation of the corporation, known as the terminating plan, 
and not adopting the serial issue of shares as hereinbefore 
set forth and provided for, shall make an annual statement 
of the settlements and adjustments of the accounts and 
valuation of the shares thereof, and to that end shall ascer- 
tain the amount of capital derived from dues on shares 
during the fiscal year, together with the amount of net 
gain derived from the investments of said capital as here- 
inbefore provided for, over and above all looses and 
expenses, and the sum of the said capital and said net 
gain shall be divided and distributed equally to each share 
issued, subsisting and remaining uncancelled and unfor- 
feited at the time of such annual settlement and adjust- 
ment of accounts. A corporation issuing its shares in 
series as hereinbefore set forth (known as the permanent 
plan), shall in all cases before the issue of a new series, 
divide, distribute and adjust, to the existing shares of all 
series previously issued, and subsisting and remaining 
uncancelled and unforfeited, all capital derived from dues 
and the net gain accrued over and above all losses and 
expenses up to the date of the issue of such new series, 
and not previously divided, distributed and adjusted, and 
to that end shall give to each share in all series previously 
issued, subsisting uncancelled and unforfeited at the time 
of such adjustment, interest at the rate of one-half of one 
per cent, per month on the value of each share, as ascer- 
taiued at the next preceding settlement and adjustment of 
values ; and the sum of the interest so ascertained, dis- 
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tributed and adjusted shall be deducted from said net gain 
for the term in question, and the balance of said net gain 
so remaining after such deduction of interest as aforesaid, 
shall be distributed equally to the shares of all series so 
as aforesaid previously issued, subsisting and uncancelled, 
without regard to the value of said shares ; and the value 
of each share, or severalty, of the capital of said corpora- 
tion so ascertained shall be deemed and taken to be the 
equitable proportion of each share in the capital and its 
accrued profits aforesaid, to the date of such settlecQent. 

All losses made by reason of defective or unprofitable 
securities for loans ot advances shall be equitably distrib- 
uted to and borne by the shares of all series issued, 
subsisting and uncancelled at the time of making said 
investment in proportion to the value of eaeh share at the 
time of such loss, by the continued payment of dues, 
interest, premiums and fines accruing thereon, until said 
loss or losses are fully covered and made good, and no 
series issued aftei: the date of such unprofitable loati or 
advance shall participate in or contribute to such loss or 
losses. 

Section 16. No corporation created under this act shall 
cease or expire from neglect on the part of such corpora- 
tion to elect officers at the time mentioned in the charter 
or by-laws, and all officers elected by such corporation 
shall hold their respective offices until their successors are 
duly elected. 

Section 17. Any corporation created by or under this 
act is hereby authorized and empowered to purchase at 
any shcriflf's or other judicial sale, or at any other sale, 
public or private, any real estate upon which such corpora- 
tion may have or hold any mortgage, judgment, lien or 
other incumbrance, or in which such corporation may have 
an interest ; and the real estate so purchased, to sell, con- 
vey, lease or mortgage, at pleasure, to any person or 
persons whatsoeyer :. provided^ that all real estate so 
acquired shall be sold within five years from the acquisi- 
tion of title thereto. 

Section 18. Every association organized under the 
authority of this act, shall pay to the treasurer of the 
Commonwealth a tax on account of its shareholders, of 
three-quarters of one per cent, per annum on the amount 
of its monthly dues paid in by such shareholders, exclusive 
of fines, interest and premiums, to be assessed, one-half of 
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said annual tax on the average amount of its monthly dues 
paid in for the six months preceding the first day of May, 
and the other on the average amount of its monthly dues 
paid in for the six months preceding the first day of 
November, and all property taxed under this section shall 
be otherwise exempt from taxation for the current year in 
\fhich the tax is paid. The provisions of the fifth, eighth, 
ninth and eleventh sections of the two hundred and twenty- 
fourth chapter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and sixty-two, so far as applicable to savings banks, shall 
apply to the associations organized under this act. 

Approved May 14, 1877. 

An Act to authorize the boston land company to make cer- fTi^^^ 905 

TAIN improvements IN BOSTON HARBOR, AND AUTHORIZING THE ^ ^* 
HARBOR COMMISSIONERS TO ORANT TO SAID COMPANY CERTAIN 
FLATS IN SAID HARBOR. 

Bt it enaded, Ac., as follows : 

Section 1. The Boston Land Company are hereby Mayconstrnct 
authorized to construct a ship channel not less than three lu'^^^t^todritlo. 
hundred feet wide and twenty-three feet deep at mean low ^m^Sto^i. 
water, from any channel near Governor's Island in Boston 
Harbor to some point at or near the shore on the southerly 
ride of Breed's Island, in such manner and in such loca- 
tion as the harbor commissioners shall approve. Upon the commiBeionera 
ooDstruction of such ship channel to the satisfaction of the tolL^^mplfDy 
harbor commissioners within six years from the passage of uS2"ofcSaMei. 
this act, said commissioners shall, by deed executed in 
the name and behalf of the Commonwealth, grant to said 
Boston Land Company all the estate of the Commonwealth 
in the territory in tide-water, bounded westerly by the 
line of the ownership of the flats of the shore owners on the 
easterly shore of East Boston between Sumner Street and 
Breed's Island ; northerly by the flats of the Boston Land 
Company on the southerly shore of Breed's Island and the 
flats of the shore owners on the westerly shore of the 
town of Winthrop ; easterly by a line extending from the 
line of mean high water on said westerly shore of said 
town of Winthrop to the line of mean high water on the 
westerly shore of Governor's Island ; and southerly by 
8uch line as the harbor commissioners shall determine 
proper for a permanent harbor-line, beyond which no wharf 
or other structure ought to be built ; or in so much and 
such portions of said territory as the harbor commission- 
ers by agreement in writing made with said company in 
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the name and behalf of the Commonwealth, subject to the 
approval of the governor and council, shall, at any time 
after the passage of this act,' agree to grant under and 
Land company upou the tcrms of the samc ; and said company are hereby 
wharv^and authorized to build wharves and other structures upon 
docks. piles or otherwise, sea-walJs, docks, basins, warehouiies, 

elevators and other buildings, and fill land with solid 
material and dredge within the limits of the flats belong- 
ing to said company on the southerly side of Breed's 
Island, within the limits to be described in said agreement, 
of the territory to be granted under this act and within 
the limits approved by said harbor commissioners, of 
such flats belonging to shore owners on said easterly shore 
of East Boston, and of such flats belonging to shore own- 
ers on the westerly shore of said town of Winthrop, as 
Mav layout and shall bc acquircd by said company; and said company 
ways' ^^"^ shall have the right to lay out and build streets and ways 
and to lay down and use railroad tracks upon such terri- 
tory and flats within the limits aforesaid, and to lay ves- 
sels at the ends and sides of their wharves or water front- 
age constructed under this act, and to receive wharfage 
and dockage therefor, and to maintain and keep open and 
convenient for navigation at all times the ship channel 
said company are herein authorized to construct: pro- 
vided^ however^ that nothing herein shall be construed to 
Legal rights not impair the legal rights of any person or corporation ; and 
to e pair© provided^ further J that all authority conferred by this act 
shall be exercised subject to the provisions of the four 
hundred and thirty-second chapter of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, and that said company 
shall pay into the treasury of the Commonwealth such 
compensation for the territory of the Commonwealth in 
tide-water granted under the authority of this act as the 
governor and council shall determine to be just and 
equitable, and provided^ further^ that in making the 
improvements herein authorized, provision shall be made 
ProTisoi. for the flow of tide-water into and from Belle Isle Inlet by 

a proper channel therefrom into Boston Harbor, under the 
direction, and to the satisfaction of the harbor commis- 
sioners, and provided^ further^ that no grant shall be 
' executed of the interest which the Commonwealth may 
have in the territory described herein until the claim of 
the East Boston Company to any part thereof has been 
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examined by the attorney-general, and report made thereon 
by him to the legislature. 

Section 2. The determination by the governor and S^^J^'^r.*^** 
council, of what compensation shall be paid into the treasury mined before 
of the Commonwealth for the territory the grant whereof SfTOMtructioD. 
is herein authorized, shall be made on the request of said 
company before beginning to construct said ship channel, 
but shall not be binding upon said company until accepted 
by said company in writing, and the payment of such 
compensation shall not be required until the execution to 
said company by said harbor commissioners of the grant 
hereinbefore authorized : provided^ however, that until p«)v1w. 
such determination of the governor and council is accepted 
ill writing by said company no work shall be done by said 
company under the authority of this act. 

Section 3. The board of harbor commissioners, with commisrioners 
the approval of the governor and council, may authorize prov?m^t*of ' 
said company to make any of the improvements author- from*^?©"©^ 
ized by this act, anywhere within the limits of the owner- ^^woei^- 
ship of the flats said company shall acquire from any of 
the shore owners on the easterly shore of East Boston, 
any act establishing a harbor line on said shore to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Approved May 14, 1877. 

An Act to fix the salary of the sergeant-at-abms. Chap. 226 

Be it enacted, <fcfc., as follows ;• 

Section 1. The salary of the sergeant-at-arms shall be SjJ^**^^- 
three thousand dollars per. annum commencing on the first 
day of April of the present year. 

Section 2. This act shall take eflect upon its passage. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 

An Act estabushikg an asylum for tue chronic insane. Chap. 227 
Be it enacted, Ac,, as follows : 

Section 1. There shall be established at Worcester a Atyinmforthe 
temporary asylum for the chronic insane, and so much of «*»«>"^« *»»»»«• 
the land and buildings there situate heretofore used for a 
lunatic hospital, as the trustees thereof may deem neces- 
sary, is hereby appropriated for the use of such asylum. 

Section 2. The trustees of Worcester lunatic hospital '^f^l^'^j^ 
are hereby invested with the same authority relative to the worciterho«- 
management and government of said asylum, the care of ^*^ 
the inmates thereof, the custody of its funds, and the col- 
lection and disbursement of moneys for and on account of 

79 
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it, and to the same extent, as if the asylum was a part of 
Jert'b^^'b^aMof ®^'^ hospital : provided^ however ^ that the inmates thereof, 
•tote charities, shall consist Only of such chronic insane as may be trans- 
ferred thereto by the board of state charities in the 
manner provided in section four of chapter two hundred 
and forty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty- three. 
2eu iS^X""^ Section 3. Said trustees are hereby authorized to sell 
and convey any land heretofore used by said hospital, not 
necessary for the purpose of the asylum, in accordance 
with the provisions of section four of chapter two hundred 
and thirty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect on the first day*of 
September next. Approved May 15, 1877. 

Chap. 228 An Act in relation to the board of street cobcmissioners of 

THE city of BOSTON. 

Be i$ enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

So^^™y be Section 1. The city council of the city of Boston is 
inveBtedwfth hcrebv authorizcd to delegate to and confer upon the 

powers now ij/.^^ •• c -Ji •*, 

exercised bv bourd of Street commissioncrs oi said city any powers 
meMncSro^of uow vcstcd iu the board of aldermen, whether in conjuno- 
•trecu,etc ^j^^^ ^jj^j^ ^^^ mayor or otherwise, with reference to the 
care, maintenance and repair of the highways, streets, 
causeways and bridges in said city, or any powers now 
vested in or exercised by the board of aldermen of said 
city as surveyors of highways therein. It may likewise 
delegate to said board of street commissioners the powers 
vested in said board of aldermen, whether in conjunction 
with the mayor or otherwise, to regulate, restrict and con- 
trol the acts and doings of all gas light companies in sink- 
ing, laying and repairing their pipes in the streets, lanes 
and highways in said city. 
Ma^ be charged SECTION 2. The city couucil of the city of Boston is 
iTrciaSJIfto hereby authorized to delegate to and confer upon the 
board of street commissioners of said city any powers 
now vested in the board of aldermen, whether in conjunc- 
tion with the mayor or otherwise, to lay, make, maintain 
and repair main drains and common sewers within said 
city, and to assess upon persons by law liable thereto 
their proportional part of the charge of laying, making 
and repairing the same, together with all other powers 
with reference to said main drains and common sewers 



sewers. 
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now vested in or eiercised by said board of aldermen, 
whether in conjunction with the mayor or otherwise. 

Section 3. The city council of the city of Boston city council may 
may direct under what limitations and restrictions the uoSSof ^^ew 
powers, herein authorized to be delegated to and conferred ^«*^«'^- 
upon the board of street commissioners of said city, shall 
be exercised, may modify said powers from time to time, 
or may revoke the same or any of them. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its accept-, 
ance by the city council of the city of Boston. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 

An Act relatite to proceedings affecting the title to real (JJiar), 229 

ESTATE. -^' 

Be it enacted, &c,, as follows : 

Section 1. No writ of entry, petition for partition, or Description of 
other proceeding, either in law or equity, affecting the re^^eTii^e^ 
title to real estate, shall affect persons other than the {SSre pe^ni, 
parties thereto, their heirs and devisees, and persons hav- S^®^ rocSS! 
ing actual notice thereof, until a memorandum containing in^.8haiibo 
the names of the parties to such proceeding, the court in 
which it is pending, the date of the writ or other proceed- 
ing, and the name of the city or town in which the real 
estate liable to be affected is situated, together with a 
description of such real estate suflSdently accurate for 
identification, shall be recorded in the registry of deeds 
for the county or district in which such real estate lies ; 
but this act shall not be construed to apply to attachments 
or levies of execution, which shall continue to be subject 
to the provisions of law now in force in relation thereto, 
nor to proceedings in the probate courts or upon appeals 
therefrom. 

Section 2. At any time after final judgment or decree oertiflcatoof 
in favor of the defendant, or the discontinuance, dismissal ord^eidfnt ^ 
or other final disposition of the suit, by consent of parties jTorkl^Snd may^ 
or otherwise, or in case of the non-entry of the writ, peti- Jl^^h^®^^??^ 
tion or bill of complaint mentioned in section one, the clerk »nai record 
of the court wherein such judgment, decree, discontinuance, ^"" ™ ®- 
dismissal or other final disposition is recorded, or out of 
which such writ issued, or to which such petition or bill 
of complaint was addressed, shall upon demand give a 
certificate of the fact of such judgment, decree, discontinu- 
ance, dismissal, final disposal or non-entry, which may be 
recorded in the registry wherein the original record men- 
tioned in section one was made. 
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Pending caics SECTION 3. All law8 relating to the recording of deeds 

not to be affect- it» «iiii -i • 

ed. and other instruments shall apply to the memoranda speci- 

fied in the first section of this act. Nothing herein con- 
tained shall apply to or in any manner affect any cases now 
pending. * Approved May 16, 1877. 

Chap. 230 An Act to amend chapter two hundred and twenty-four of 

THE acts of the YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY, 
ENTITLED AN ACT CONCERNINQ MANUFACTURING AND OTHER 
CORPORATIONS. 

Be it enacted, &c,, as follows : 
mesidlVa'nd Seotion 1. Thc liability of officers of corporations for 
wr^raSoM ^^bts and contracts of the corporation in the cases specified 
in the first, second and third divisions of section thirty- 
eight of chapter two hundred and twenty-four of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy, shall extend 
only to the president and directors. 
SiS^Tomake SECTION 2. When any corporation shall have failed 
'^Ulis'm^a'^be** ^^^ ^^^ succcssivc ycars to make the annual statement 
dissolved. required by section thirty-three of chapter two hundred 
and twenty-four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy, or any act in amendment thereof, the com- 
missioner of corporations may apply to the supreme judicial 
court for a dissolution of such corporation, and the court 
after due notice to all parties interested may proceed to 
hear the matter and for reasonable cause decree a dissolu- 
tion of the corporation. The provisions of sections thirty- 
six and thirty-nine of chapter sixty-eight of the General 
Statutes shall apply to corporations so dissolved. 
^pua?^°' Section 3. When any corporation, other than a gas 

share«*not taken compauy, which is subjcct to the provisions of chapter two 
tobeBoid°a«^" huudrcd and twenty-four of the acts of the year eighteen 
S?ecu''^**'^" hundred and seventy, shall increase its capital stock, the 
shares which are not taken by shareholders may be sold 
or issued in such manner as the stockholders of the corpo- 
ration shall by vote direct : provided, that no shares shall 
be so sold for a less amount than the par value thereof. 
Seotion 4. This act shall take efiect upon its passage. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 

Chap. 231 ^ ^^ "^^ PUNISH embezzlements by trustees, guardians, ex- 

'^' ECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 
fmbezzilment SECTION 1. If a trustcc uudcr an express trust, created 
by trustee, by somc dccd, will or instrument in writing, or a guardian, 
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executor or administrator, or any person upon or to whom guwdun, ex- 
such a trust shall have deyolved or come, shall embezzle ^tlii^r. 
or fraudulently convert or appropriate any money, goods 
or property held or possessed by him for the use or benefit 
either wholly or partially of some other person, or for any 
public or charitable purpose, to or for his own use or 
benefit, or the use or benefit of any person other than such 
person as aforesaid, or for any purpose other than such 
public or charitable purpose as aforesaid, or shall otherwise 
fraudulently dispose of or destroy any such property, he 
shall be deemed guilty of larceny and shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison not exceeding ten years 
or by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars and 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding two years. 
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 15, 1877. 

An Act in regard to travelling on the lord's day. Chap. 232 
Be U enacted^ Ac, as follows : 

Section 1. The provisions of section two of chapter Provitiontof 
eighty-four of the General Statutes prohibiting travelling to'b^edifjnco"to 
on the Lord's Day shall not constitute a defence to an ""^^^^u^^^"^ 
action against a common carrier of passengers for any tort 
or injury suffered by a person so travelling. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 15, 1877. 

An Act relating to discipline in the westborough reform QfJian^ 233 

SCHOOL. 

Be it enacled, <i^., as follows : 

Section 1. C!orporal punishment shall only be per- oorporai pun. 
mitted in the Westborough Reform School under such pe,SSuerunder 
rules and regulations and by such modes as shall be JJ'S.SJIJ^.'^^^ 
prescribed by the trustees. No such punishment shall be 
inflicted, except by the direction of the superintendent or 
assistant superintendent in charge, to whom the offence 
shall be reported, and who shall designate the nature and 
extent of punishment to be inflicted. 

Section 2. In every case of such punishment, a record Rc«>rd to be 
of the offence and the mode and extent of the punishment ^ntodu> iru^ 
shall be made and presented to the trustees at their next ®^' 
meeting. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 
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Chap. 234 An Act to amend chapter forty-four of the general statutes 
IN relation to the repair of highways, and remedies for 
injuries sustained thereon. 



Highways and 
bridges to be 
kept in repair 
at expense of 
towns in which 
■itaated. 



Liability for 
injuries received 
upon highways, 
etc. 



Carriage and 
load not to ex- 
ceed six tons. 



Person injured 
to give notice 
of place and 
cause of injury. 



Mav brine 
action within 
two years. 



To whom notice 
shall be given. 



Be it enacted^ <£c., (w follows : 

Section 1. Highways, town ways, streets, causeways 
and bridges shall be kept in repair at the expense of the 
town, city or place in which they are situated when other 
provision is not made therefor, so that the same may be 
reasonably safe and convenient for travellers, with their 
horses, teams and carriages at all seasons of the year. 

Section 2. If a person receives or suffers bodily 
injury, or damage in his property, through a defect or 
want of repair, or of sufficient railing in or upon a high- 
way, town way, causeway or bridge, which might have 
been remedied, or which damage or injury might have 
been prevented by reasonable care and diligence on the 
part of the county, town, place or persons by law obliged 
to repair the same, he may recover in the manner herein- 
after provided, of the said county, town, place or persons, 
the amount of damage sustained thereby, if such county, 
town, place or persons had reasonable notice of the defect 
or might have had notice thereof by the exercise of proper 
care and diligence on their part; but no such damage shall 
be recovered by a person whose carriage and load thereon 
exceed the weight of six tons. 

Section 3. Any person injured in the manner set forth 
in the preceding section shall within thirty days thereafter 
give notice to the county, town, place or persons by law 
obliged to keep said highway, town way, causeway or 
bridge in repair, of the time, place and cause of the said 
injury or damage, and if the said county, town, place or 
persons do not pay the amount thereof, he may within 
two years after the date of said injury or damage bring an 
action of tort against said county, town, place or persons, 
in the superior court to recover the same : provided ^ horv^ 
ever^ that no person shall recover in any such action a 
greater sum for damages than four thousand dollars. 

Section 4. The notice hereinbefore required may be 
given in the case of a county, to any one of the county 
commissioners or to the county treasurer ; in the case of a 
city, to the mayor, the city clerk or treasurer, or to any 
police officer ; and in the case of a town, to one of the 
selectmen or to the town treasurer or clerk ; and may also 
be given by the person injured or by any other person in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1877.— Chapteb 235. 631 

his behalf: provided^ however ^ that if from physical or Proviio. 
mental incapacity it be impossible for the person injured to 
give the notice within the time hereinbefore provided, he 
may give notice within ten days after said incapacity is 
removed. 

Section 5. Such action against any such town, place Acuontobo 
or persons, shall be brought in the county wherein the said c^nfv where 
town or place is situated or said persons reside : provided^ p^*^***^"*^* 
that actions against the city of Boston may be brought in 
the county of Middlesex or in the county of Norfolk or in 
the county in which the party bringing such action resides ; 
and actions against the town of Nantucket, or any town in 
Dukes County, may be brought in the county of Bristol. 

Section 6. Section one and section twenty-two of g!s!44?mi.m. 
ehapter forty-four of the General Statutes are hereby 
repealed; but this repeal shall not affect any action or 
cause of action now pending. Approved May 16, 1877. 

An Act relating to the begistration of voters. Chap. 235 

Be it enacted, dbc., as follows : 

Section 1. In cities, the place of residence of each Registration of 
voter as of the first day of May next preceding the making ^^^" ^" 
up of the voting lists shall be entered thereon opposite the 
name of the voter ; and the assessors of taxes in cities 
shall enter opposite the name of each resident male tax 
payer in the list committed by them to the collectors of 
taxes, the residence, giving the street and number if pos- 
sible, and the same entry shall be made on the tax bills 
distributed to such tax payers. The tax bills of persons Distribution of 
assessed for a poll tax only, shall be distributed on or *** 
before the fifteenth day of September of the year in which 
the tax is assessed. 

Section 2. In cities, registration of voters shall cease Registration to 
at twelve o'clock midnight of the seventh day next pre- SilhtSfSUcnth 
ceding the day of any election ; and no name shall there- eiectfoST^*"*^ 
after be entered on the voting lists of cities except as 
provided in section ten of chapter three hundred and sev- 
enty-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-four. 

Section 3. Section six of chapter sixty of the acts of ^stT^^jJ"?;'*** 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four is hereby 
amended by striking out the word " twenty '* wherever it 
occurs therein, and inserting in its place the word "twenty- 
four." Approved May 16, 1877. 
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Chap. 236 An Act concerning appeals in district, municipal and police 

COURTS AND BEFORE TRIAL JUSTICES. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 
^?|i\z°*^th Section 1. No appeal from a judgment of a district, 
iSSTproJl^iuto^'^ ™^"'^'P**^-^^ police court, or trial justice, ia any civil 
hit appeal and RctioD or proceeding, except such as may be commenced 
jndi^entfor uudcr chapter one hundred thirty-seven of the General 
^■^* Statutes, shall be allowed, unless the appellant within 

twenty-four hours after the entry of judgment shall recog- 
nize to the adverse party with sufficient surety or sureties, 
to be approved by the adverse party or by the judge or 
clerk of the court or trial justice rendering the judgment, 
in a reasonable sum to be fixed by the judge, clerk, or 
trial justice aforesaid, or approved by the adverse party, 
with condition to enter and prosecute his appeal with 
eficct and to satisfy any judgment which may be entered 
against him in the superior court upon said appeal for costs 
ProTiM. within thirty days of the entry of such judgment : provided^ 

that the judge, clerk or trial justice aforesaid may for 
cause shown extend the time for recognizing. In deter- 
mining the sufficiency of the sureties upon such recogniz- 
ance, the said judge, clerk or trial justice may examine 
upon oath, to be administered by either of them, the 
persons offered as sureties and all other witnesses produced 
by either party, as to the sufficiency of said recognizance. 
In civil actions before a district, municipal or police court, 
or trial justice, if the plaintiff appeals from a judgment in 
his favor, or if a defendant appeals from a judgment in his 
favor upon a demand in set-off, and does not recover in 
the court above a greater sum for debt or damages than 
he recovered by the first judgment, he shall recover no 
costs arising after the appeal, and shall pay the costs of 
cVlnSolton ^^^ adverse party arising after the appeal. In the mu- 
5ond to"be filed, uicipal courts of the city of Boston, instead of entering into 
recognizance, the party appealing shall file a bond, with 
surety or sureties, to the adverse party, within the same 
time, upon the same conditions, and with the same powers 
in the judge and clerk as are herein provided in respect to 
recognizances in other couits. 
belSSrSfhSi Section 2. Whenever the defendant in any case before 
an^fferofjur. * ^istrict, municipal or police court, or trial justice, files 
oaenu au offcT of judgment, under the provisions of section sixty- 

two of chapter one hundred and twenty-nine of the General 
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Statutes, and judgment is rendered thereon, such judgment 
shall be final. 

Section 3. Said courts shall not be required to collect fJ*}J5{^j;,^\ 
of the plaintiff the fee provided by law for trial of an issue, fl? for tnai?*^ 
Approved May 16, 1877. 

An Act to amend the charter op the chapin BAKKiMa and Chap. 237 

TRUST COMPANY OF SPRINGFIELD. 

Be U enacted^ cfcc, (u follows : 

Section 1. The Chapin Banking and Trust Company Maybe appoint- 
of Springfield may be appointed trustee under any will or m in«trSment ^^ 
instrument creating a trust, for the care and management fo?*^eo*f prop- 
of property, under the same circumstances, in the same ^^y- 
manner, and subject to the same control by the court having 
jurisdiction of the same, as in the case of a legally qualified 
person. The capital stock of said corporation, with the cajitai stock 
liabilities of the stockholders existing thereunder, shall be stockhoiden^' 
field as security for the faithful discharge of the duties under- forfafthiSi^S?.. 
taken by virtue of this act, and no surety shall be required charge of duties. 
upon the bonds filed by said corporation. In all proceedings 
in the probate court or elsewhere connected with any author- 
ity exercised under this act, all accounts, returns and other Accotwumay 
papers may be signed and sworn to in behalf of the cor- anomcwoft^e 
poration, by any oflScer thereof duly authorized by it, and ^'p®'*^®"* 
the answers and examinations, under oath of such officer, 
shall be received as the answers and examinations of the 
corporation, and the court may order and compel any and 
all officers of said corporation to answer and attend said 
examinations in the same manner as if they were parties 
to the proceedings or inquiry instead of the corporation : 
provided, however^ that said corporation shall not be 
required to receive or hold any property or moneys, or 
to execute any trust contrary to its own desire. 

Section 2. In the management of money and prop- To invest trott 
erty held by it as trustee under the powers conferred in eraiiu°tfbndof 
Uie foregoing section, said corporation shall invest the^®^"^*°^* 
same in the general trust fund of the company : provided, ProvUoi. 
that it shall be competent for the authority making the 
appointment, to direct, upon the conferring of the s^me, 
whether such money and property shall be held separately 
or invested in the general trust fund of the company ; and 
provided, also, that said corporation shall always be bound 
to follow and be entirely governed by all directions 
so 
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contained in any will or instrument under which it 
may act. 
Propertyheidby SECTION 3. No moucy, property or securities received 
be'^ingiied^rith or hcld by said company under the provisions of this act 
iipuiirtiSt?' shall be mingled with the investments of the capital stock 
or other moneys or property belonging to said corporation, 
or be liable for the debts or obligations thereof. 
S?d/tSwm! Section 4. The returns of said corporation required 
miesioners^ to bc made to the commissioners of savings banks shall be 
'^ °*^ in the form of a trial balance of its books, and shall specify 

the different kinds of its liabilities and assets, in accord- 
ance with a blank form to be furnished by said commis- 
sioners. And these returns shall be published iu a news- 
paper of the city of Springfield at the expense of said 
corporation, and in the annual report of said commis- 
sioners. 
subjecttoM- Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its acoept- 
cSfp^raUoiL ance by said corporation, which acceptance, with the date 
thereof, shall within ten days thereafter be certified by the 
president to the secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 

Chap. 238 An Act to amend an act, entitled ** an act to authorize thb 
county commissioners of the county of franklin to borrow 

MONEY for the PURPOSE OF PAYING SUCH COSTS AND EXPENSES AS 
SAID COUNTY MAY BE REQUIRED TO PAY, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 
AN ACT RELATING TO SUNDERLAND BRIDGE.^ 

Be it enacledy <fcc., as follows : 
coDnty of Chapter one hundred and forty-five of the acts of the 

Franklin may .,, 1111 1 i*maaj. 

borrow money, year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, being " An Act 
1^7, 146. ^^ authorize the county commissioners of the county of 

Franklin to borrow money for the purpose of paying such 
costs and expenses as said county may be required to pay 
under the provisions of an act relating to Sunderland 
Bridge," and approved the twentieth day of April in the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, is hereby amend- 
ed in line three, by striking out the word ''two," and insert- 
ing in place thereof, the word "thirteen." 

Approved May 16, 1877. 

Chap, 239 An Act to amend the charter of the new England trust 

COMPANY. 

Be it enacted t <£c., as follows : 

^nLr\^]T Section 1. The New England Trust Company may be 
atrumentcreit. appointed trustcc uudcr any will or instrument creating a 
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trust, for the care and management of property, under the ingatruBtfor 
same circumstances, in the same manner, and subject to *^^** property, 
the same control by the court having jurisdiction of the 
same, as in the case of a legally qualified person. 

The capital stock of said corporation, with the liabilities security for 
of the stockholders existing thereunder, shall be held as cbu-g^ of duties, 
security for the faithful discharge of the duties undertaken 
by virtue of this act, and no surety shall be required upon 
the bonds filed by said corporation. In all proceedings in 
the probate court or elsewhere connected with any authority 
exercised under this act, all accounts, returns and other Accounts may 
papers may be signed and sworn to in behalf of the cor- aS oXTr^f^ie 
poration, by any officer thereof duly authorized by it ; and corporauon. 
the answers and examinations, under oath of such officer, 
shall be received as the answers and examinations of the 
corporation, and the court may order and compel any and 
all officers of said corporation to answer and attend said 
examinations in the same manner as if they were parties 
to the proceedings or inquiry instead of the corporation : 
provided^ however^ that said corporation shall not be re- 
quired to receive or hold any property or moneys or to 
execute any trust contrary to its own desire. 

Section 2. In the management of money and property, to invest trust 
held by it as trustee under the powers conferred in the SaUru"tfu/dof 
foregoing section, said corporation shall invest the same the company, 
in the general trust fuqd of the company : provided^ that provisos. 
it shall be competent for the authority making the appoint- 
ment, to direct, upon the conferring of the same, whether 
such money and property shall be held separately or 
invested in the general trust fund of the company ; and 
provided^ also, that said corporation shall always be bound 
to follow, and be entirely governed by all directions con- 
tained in any will or instrument under which it may act. 

Section 3. No money, property or securities received Propertyhewby 

lilt •■• 1^1 .. i* i^t^' ^ company not to 

or held by said company under the provisions or this act be mingled with 
shall be mingled with the investments of the capital stock, J^p^uostock? 
or other moneys or property belonging to said corporation, 
or be liable for the debts or obligations thereof. 
Section 4. The returns of said corporation required Retnmstobe 

A-i i^^i •• ^ .»! 1111 made to com. 

to be made to the commissioners of savings banks shall be miMioneraof 
in the form of a trial balance of its books, and shall specify ■*^*"^ ^*'^- 
the different kinds of its liabilities, and the different kinds 
of its assets, stating the amount of each kind, in accord- 
ance with a blank form to be furnished by said commission- 
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Subject to ac- 
ceptanco by 
corporation. 



Chap 



Amendment to 
1877, 177. 



era. And these returns shall be published in a newspaper 
of the city of Boston at the expense of said corporation, 
and in the annual report of said commissioners. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its accept- 
ance by said corporation, which acceptance, with the date 
thereof, shall within ten days thereafter be certified by the 
president of the corporation to the secretary of the Com- 
monwealth. Approved May 16, 1877. 

• 240 An Act to amend an act of the present year relatdtb to costs 

IN actions under the TRUafTEE PROCESS. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section two of an act relative to costs in 
actions under the trustee process, approved May fourth, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, is hereby amended 
by striking out the words "or before any justice of the 
peace or trial justice"; and said section two shall not be 
construed to alter or repeal section two of chapter three 
hundred and thirty of the acts of the year 
hundred and seventy. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 



eighteen 



Chap, 241 An Act in ADDrrioN to " an act making appropriations to meet 

CERTAIN EXPENDITURES AUTHORIZED THE PRESENT YEAR, AND FOB 
OTHER PURPOSES." 

Be it enacted, dtc., as follows : 
Appropriation*. SECTION 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are appro- 
priated to be paid out of the treasury of the Common- 
wealth, from the ordinary revenue, for the purposes 
specified in certain acts and resolves of the present year, 
and for other purposes, to wit : — 

In the act, chapter one hundred and twenty, relating to 
returns from county and city prisons, a sum not exceeding 
eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

In the act, chapter one hundred and forty-eight, to fix 
the salary of the clerk of the police court of Newbury- 
port, the sum of two hundred dollars. 

In the act, chapter one hundred and eighty-three, relat- 
ing to the temporary aid of state paupers by cities and 
towns, a sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars. 

In the act, chapter one hundred and eighty-eight, fixing 
the salary of the justice of the second district court of 
Bristol, the sum of five hundred dollars. 



Returns from 
priaoni. 



Clerk of police 
court of Wew- 
buryport. 



Aid to state 
paupers. 



Justice second 
district court of 
Bristol. 
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Any sums of money received under the provisions of ^J"^*^*^^""' 
chapter one hundred and sixty-one of the acts of the pres- 
ent year, shall be paid into the treasury of the Common- 
wealth ; and said sums are hereby appropriated to be used 
in accordance with the provisions of said act. 

In the act, chapter one hundred and ninety-five, estab- Advi«)ry board 
lishing an advisory board of women for sundry institutions, ^' ^^™*'°- 
a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

In the act, chapter two hundred, abolishino^ the office of Medical ex. 
coroner, and providing for medical examinations and in- andinqaesu. 
quests in cases of death from violence, a sum not exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars. 

In the act, chapter two hundred and three, fixing the ^^f^^^^^' 
salary of the clerk of the insurance commissioner, a sum siouer. . 
not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

In the act, chapter two hundred and eight, to provide Begistewof 
for keeping registers of voters in towns, a sum not ^^ 
exceeding seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

In the act, chapter two hundred and twelve, providing a cierk of poiio« 
clerk for the police court in Gloucester, a sum not exceed- oiouciSter. 
ing five hundred and fifty dollars. 

In the act, chapter two hundred and thirteen, to estab- ^^^;^^**°<^ 
lish boards of harbor and land commissioners, the balances ^™ °°^"* 
of the appropriations heretofore made for similar commis- 
sioners shall be held applicable. 

In the act, authoriziuff appeals from decisions of the tax Appeals from 

. . . 1 !.• ^. Ii_ J. .* i» • dedsiona of tax 

commissioner in relation to the taxation of insurance com- commiaaioQer. 
panies, a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter forty-nine, in favor of Patrick Patrick Mihan. 
Mihan, the sum of seven hundred twenty-eight dollars and 
seventy-six cents. 

In the resolve, chapter fifty, in favor of Samuel Hilman, samuei miman. 
the sum of one hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

In the resolve, chapter fifty-one, relating to the celebra- centennial 

anniversttrv 

tion of the centennial anniversary of the battle of Ben- of the battle of 
nington, and in aid of erecting a monument in commemo- ^®°'**°»^^ 
ration of the same, a sum not exceeding two thousand five 
hundred dollars to defray expenses of the legislative visit 
thereto. 

In the resolve, chapter fifty-three, in favor of companies ^^f^^^'^^^^ 
A and D, first battalion of cavalry, Massachusetts volun- tauoncovairy, 
teer militia, a sum not exceeding four hundred and eighty- ^' ^' ^* 
seven dollars. 
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Indeiing state 
archives. 



Rents of ar- In the resolve, chapter iSfty-four, reimbursing sundry 

""^ *** cities and towns for payments made on account of rent of 

ai-mories, a sum not exceeding nine thousaiid six hundred 
eighty-eight dollars and ninety-four cents. 

In the resolve, chapter fifty-seven, relating to the index- 
ing of the state archives, a sum not exceeding two thou^ 
sand doll|irs, 

Pubuc chariues. In the resolve, chapter fifty -nine, authorizing the 
appointment of a commission to inquire into the expe- 
diency of revising the system of administration of the 
public charities, a sum not exceeding one thousand five 
hundred dollars. 
BaperviHion In the rcsojvc, chapter sixty, providing for the super- 

o 8 8 cs. yision of statistics, a sum not exceeding five hundred 
dollars. 



Boandarles 
of state prison 
lands. 



Catalogue of 
state library. 



Northampton 
lunatic bospitaL 



ikgent of board 
of stale charities. 



Transportation 
of state paupers. 



Expenses of 
oases of settle- 
ment, etc. 



Massachusetts 
Infant Asylum. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

For costs and legal expenses incurred under the act to 
provide for establishing the boundary lines of the state 
prison lands, approved May fifteenth, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-one, a sum not exceeding one thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

For preparing a catalogue of the state library, a sum 
not exceeding six hundred dollars, which may be allowed 
and paid. 

For the redemption of the Northampton lunatic hos- 
pital loan, a sum not exceeding thirty-one thousand 
dollars. ' 

For expenses of the agent of the board of state charities, 
a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be in addition 
to the appropriation heretofore made for the present 
year. 

For the transportation of lunatic and other state paupers, 
a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, to be in addition 
to the appropriation heretofore made for the present 
year. 

For expenses attending the management of cases of 
settlement and bastardy, a sum not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, to be in addition to the appropriation heretofore 
made for the present year. 

For the reimbursement of the Massachusetts infant 
asylum, for the support of infants having no known settle- 
ment in this Commonwealth during the present and 
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previous years, a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, 
to be in addition to the sums heretofore appropriated. 

For expenses of legislative committees of the present Legislative 
session, a sum not exceeding two thousand dolhirs, to be ^'^ ^*®^ 
in addition to the appropriation heretofore made for the 
present year. 

For expenses of the commissioner of corporations, a sum commiMioner 
not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, in addition to «' «>'-p^'-^"«°»- 
the appropriation heretofore made for the present year. 

For the contingent expenses of the surgeon-general, a surgeon. 
sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, in addition to *^"®'^*^- 
the appropriation heretofore made for the present year. 

The appropriation for expenses of legislative committees Committeee 
for the present year may be held applicable to any ex- recU^" ^^ 
penses of committees authorized to sit during the recess. 

Secttion 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 

An Act making At»PROPRiATioNs for the furnishing and main- Qfidj) 242 

TENANOE OF THE DAN VERS INSANE HOSPITAL. ■^' 

Be U enacted, <fcc., as follows^: 

Section 1. The sum of fifty thousand dollars is hereby Appropriation 
appropriated for the purpose of furnishing and providing hjijitoil'*^*"* 
for the occupancy of the hospital for the insane, now being 
erected at Dan vers, to be expended under the authority 
and by the direction of the trustees - hereafter to be 
appointed according to law. 

Section 2. The further sum of twenty thousand dollars Maintenance 
is hereby appropriated, to be expended under the authority **^ *^***p*^*- 
and by the direction of said trustees, for the maintenance 
of the hospital till it shall be in the receipt of an income 
from the support of patients. 

Section 3. In order to meet any expenses incurred warnmumay 

1 . , ^ . 1^1 . . i. I ■ ^ ^ 1 ^® drawn for ex- 

by said trustees under the provisions of this act, the gov- penaee incurred, 
ernor is authorized to draw his warrant on the treasurer of 
the Commonwealth for such sums as may be required from 
time to time for carrying out said provisions. 

Section 4, Said trustees shall present all their ac- Accounu of 
counts relating to the disposition of the amount appro- iXmitted^to* 
priated by the first section of this act to the auditor, for ^^ auditor. 
examination and approval. 

Section 5. This act shall take efiect upon its passage. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 
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Chajp, 243 An Act in i^ddition to an act for the reuef op the eastern 
railroad company and the securing of its debts and 
liabilities. 

Be it enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 
Jfrj^^frtyL Section 1. The Eastern Railroad Company, with the 
rit"*for mSo^"' ^^sent of the trustees under the mortgage made in pursu- 
borrowed. auce of chapter two hundred and thirty-six of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, may pledge as 
collateral security for money borrowed, any of the prop- 
erty which by action thirteen of said act it is authorized 
to sell with the assent of said trustees, and may give the 
pledgee the same rights in the property so pledged as if 
Provijo. the same were not mortgaged to said trustees : provided^ 

always^ that the proceeds of a loan so effected shall not be 
applied or disposed of, except for the purposes specified in 
said section thirteen, and except with the consent of the 
trustees first had and obtained. 

Section 2. This act shall take ^ect upon its passage. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 
Chap. 244 An Act in further addition to an " act to establish a hospital 

FOR the insane IN THE NORTH-EASTERN PART OF THE COMMON- 
WEALTH." 

Be U enacted^ <fcc., as follows : 

tzpendSute SECTION 1, The commissioncTS appointed under author- 

authorizod. jty of chapter two hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-three, and their success- 
ors in authority, are authorized to expend for the purpose 
named and under the conditions prescribed in the first 
section of said act, (except so far as relates to the aggre- 
gate expenditure,) the sum of one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars, in addition to the amounts heretofore author- 
ized ; and the same Is hereby appropriated, to be provided 
in the manner and under the conditions prescribed for the 
expenditures authorized in said act. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 
Chap. 245 An Act to amend the charter of the boston safe deposit and 

TRUST COMPANY. 

Be it enacted, <fcc., as follows : 

JipTtiiitodS Section 1. The Boston Safe Deposit and Trust Com- 
pany may from time to time increase its capital stock to 
an amount not exceeding one million dollars. 
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Secttion 2. The said company may. be appointed J^jf^fe^aiT*"** 
trustee under any will or instrument creating a trust for inBtrument 
the care and management of property, under the same fi^^fo'f prop- 
circumstances, in the same manner, and subject to the ®^^* 
same control by the court having jurisdiction of the same, 
as in the case of a legally qualified person. The capital ^^p}^^"^^, 

1 ^ . -1 ^. "^ . I ^1 !• I M.^. i» ^1 ^ » held as security 

stock of said corporation, with the habilities of the stock- for faithful dis. 
holders existing thereunder, shall be held as security for °*'*^«<>'^^"«*- 
the faithful discharge of the duties undertaken by virtue 
of this act, and no surety shall be required upon the bonds 
filed by said corporation. In all proceedings in the pro- 
bate court or elsewhere, connected with any authority 
exercised under this act, all accounts, returns and other 
papers may be signed and sworn to, in behalf of the cor- 
poration, by any officer thereof duly authorized by it ; and 
the answers and examinations under oath of such officer 
shall be received as the answers and examinations of the 
corporation, and the court may order and coqapel any and 
all officers of said corporation to answer and attend said 
examinations in the same manner as if they were parties 
to the proceedings or inquiry instead of the corporation : 
provided^ however^ that said corporation shall not be Proviso. 
required to receive or hold any property or moneys or to 
execute any trust contrary to its own desire. 

Section 3. In the management of money and property To invest prop. 
held by it as trustee under the powers conferred in the t?i8te^,iagen" 
foregoing section, said corporation shall invest the same ^mp^y/**^**' 
VA the general trust fund of the company : provided^ that Provisos. 
it shaH be competent for the authority making the 
appointment to direct, upon the conferring of the same, 
whether such money and property shall be held separately 
or invested in the general trust fund of the company ; and 
provided^ alsOy that said corporation shall always be bound 
to follow and be entirely governed by all directions 
contained in any will or instrument under which it may 
act. 

Section 4. No money, property or securities received Property hew 

,,,, .J •^1^1. •• rxu- i. not lobe mingled 

or held by said company under the provisions or this act, with capital 
shall be mingled with the investments of the capital stock, "^*^ 
or other moneys or property belonging to said corporation, 
or be liable for the debts or obligations thereof. 

Section 5. The returns of said corporation, required SiwuTnera^"" 
to be made to the commissioners of savings banks, shall savings banks. 
be in the form of a trial balance of its books, and shall 

81 
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specify the different kinds of its liabilities and the differ- 
ent kinds of its assets, stating the amount of each kind, in 
accordance with a blank form to be furnished by said com- 
missioners ; and these returns shall be published in a news- 
paper of the city of Boston at the expense of said corpora- 
tion, and in the annual report of said commissioners. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its accept- 
ance by said corporation, which acceptance, with the date 
thereof, shall within ten days thereafter be certified by 
the president to the secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 

An Act to make a further appropriation for the improyeuent 

OF the commonwealth's flats in boston harbor. 
Be it enacted^ &c., as follows : 

Section 1. There shall be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of the Commonwealth a sum not exceeding sixty 
thousand dollars, to be expended for the purposes author- 
ized by chapter three hundred and twenty of the acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and the aaine 
is hereby appropriated. • 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 17, 1877. 

Chap* 247 ^ -A^ct to apportion and assess a state tax of one million 

FIVE hundred thousand DOLLARS. 

Be it enacted, &c., as follows : 

Section 1. Each city and town in this Commonwealth 
shall be assessed and pay the several sums with which they 
stand respectively charged in the following schedule, that 
is to say : — 

BARNSTABLE COUrNTY. 



Subject to ac 
oeptance by 
•orporatioD. 



Chap. 246 



Appropriation 
for improve- 
meDt of Com> 
monwealth's 
flats in South 
Boston. 



State tax of 
$1,500,000. 



Bamitable 
County. 



Barnstable, 
Brewster, . 
Chatham, . 
Dennis, 
Eastham, . 
Falmouth, . 
Harwich, , 



Two thousand three hundred and 

forty dollars, 

Six hundred and fifteen dollars, 

Seven hundred and fifty dollars, . 

One thousand three hundred and 
eighty dollars, .... 

One hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

Two thousand and fifty-five dollars. 

Nine hundred and seventy-five dol- 
lars, 



12,340 00 
615 00 

750 00 



1,560 00 

195 00 
2,055 00 



975 00 
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BARNSTABLE COUNTY— Continued, 



643 



l£ashpee, . 
Orleans. . 
Provincetown, 
Sandwich, .. 
Truro, 
Wellfleet, . 
Yannoath,. 



Ninety doUars, 

Four hundred and fifty dollars, 

One thousand six hundred and fifty 
dollars, ...... 

One thousand two hundred and fif- 
teen dollars, 

Two hundred and seventy dollars. . 

Eight hundred and ten dollars. 

One thousand two hundred and sixty 
dollars, 



BERKSHIRE COUNTY. 



Adams, 
Alford, 
Becket; 
Cheshire, . 
Clarksburg, 
Dalton, . 
Egremont, . 
Florida, . 
Gt Barrington, . 
Hancock, . 
Hinsdale, . 
Lanesborough, . 
Lee, . 
Lenox, 
Monterey, . 
MtWashmgton, 



Five thousand Qve hundred and 

thirty-five dollars. 
Two hundred and forty doUars, 

Four hundred and twenty dollars. 

Nine hundred and fifteen dollars, 

Two hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, 

One thousand and ninety-five dol 
lars, 

Five hundred and ten dollars. 



One hundred and eighty dollars. 

Two thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-five dollars, .... 

Three hundred and seventy-five 
dollars, 

Seven hundred and twenty dollars, 

Six hundred and sixty dollars. 

One thousand six hundred and 

eighty dollars. 
One thousand two hundred dollars, 

Two hundred and forty dollars. 

Seventy-five dollars. 



190 00 
450 00 

1,650 00 

1,215 00 
270 00 

810 00 
1,260 00 



|U,055 00 



Berkihlr* 
County. 



$5,535 00 
240 00 

420 00 

915 00 

225 00 

1,095 00 
510 00 

180 00 

2365 00 

875 00 
720 00 

660 00 

1,680 00 
1,200 00 

240 00 

75 00 
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BERKSHIRE COUNTY— Continued. 



New Ashford, . 


^eventy-five doUars, 


t75 00 


New Marlboro',. 


Seven hundred and twenty dollars. 


720 00 


Otis, . 


Two hundred and forty dollars, . 


240 00 


Peru, . 


One hundred and thirty-five dollars. 


135 00 


Pittsfield, . . 
Richmond,. 
Sandisfield, 
Savoy, 


Seven thousand five hundred and 
ninety dollars, .... 

Four hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

Three hundred and seventy-five dol- 
lars, 

One hundred and ninety ^five dollars. 


7,690 00 

495 00 

375 00 
195 00 


Sheffield, . 


One thousand and five dollars. 


1,005 00 


Stockbridge, 
Tyringham, 
Washington, 


Two thousand three hundred and 
fifty-five dollars, .... 

Two hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, 

Two hundred and ten dollars,. 


2,355 00 

225 00 
210 00 


W. Stockbridge, 


Seven hundred and fifty dollars, . 


750 00 


Williamstown, . 
Windsor, . 


One thousand five hundred and sixty 

dollars, 

One hundred and ninety-five dollars. 


1,560 00 
195 00 




133,060 00 



Bilstol Ooonty. 



BRISTOL COUNTY. 



Acushnet, . 
Attleborough, 
Berkley, . 
Dartmouth, 
Dighton, • 
Easton, 
Fairhaven, 
Fall River, 



Five hundred and ten dollars, . 

Three thousand eight hundred and 

eighty-five dollars. 
Two hundred and seventy dollars. 

One thousand five hundred and sev< 

enty-five dollars, . 
Seven hundred and five dollars. 

Two thousand four hundred and 
ninety dollars, .... 

One thousand three hundred and 
thirty-five dollars, 

Forty thousand and sixty-five dol- 
lars, 



»510 00 



8385 00 
270 00 



1,675 00 
705 00 



2,490 00 

1,335 00 

40,065 00 
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6^ 



Freetown, . 
Mansfield, . 
New Bedford, 
Korton, 
Baynham, . 
Behoboth, . 
Seekonk, . 
Somerset, . 
Swanzey, . 
Tannton, . 
Westport, . 



Chilmark, . 
Edgartown, 
Gay Head, . 
Gosnold, . 
Tisbury, . 



Six hundred and thirty dollars. 
One thousand and five dollars, 

Twenty-one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy dollars, 

Seven hundred and thirty-five dol- 
lars, 

One thousand and fifty dollars. 

Six hundred and ninety dollars, 

Five hundred and twenty-five dol 

lars, ..... 
Nibe hundred dollars. 

Five hundred and eighty-five dol- 
lars, 

Fourteen thousand three hundred 
and fifty-five dollars, . 

One thousand two hundred and 
thirty dollars, 



DUKES COUNTY. 



Two hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

One thousand four hundred and 

fifty-five dollars, . . 
Fifteen dollars, .... 

One hundred and fifty dollars. 

Six hundred dollars. 



ESSEX COUNTY. 



t630 00 
1,005 00 

21,870 00 

735 00 
1,050 00 

690 00 



525 00 
900 00 



585 00 

14,355 00 

1,230 00 



t94,410 00 



Dukes County. 



1255 00 

1,455 00 
15 00 

150 00 

600 00 



12,475 00 



Eases Oonntf. 



Amesbury, 


One thousand Qyb hundred and 






thirty dollars, .... 


11,530 00 


Andover, . 


Three thousand two hundred and 






twenty-five dollars, 
Seven thousand one hundred and 


3,225 00 


Beverly, . 






forty dollars, .... 


7,140 00 


Boxford, . 


Five hundred and ten dollars. 


510 00 
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ESSEX COUNTY— Continued. 



Bradford, . 
Danvers, . 
Essex, 
Georgetown, 
Gloucester, 
Groveland, 
Hamilton, . 
Haverhill, . 
Ipswich, . 
Lawrence, . 
Lynn, 
Lynnfield, . 
Manchester, 
Marblehead, 
Merrimac, . 
Methnen, . 
Middleton,. 
Nahant, 
Newbury, . 
Newburyport, . 
North Andover, 
Peabody, . 
Rockport, . 
Rowley, . 
Salem, 
Salisbury, . 



One thousand one hundred and sey 
enty dollars, .... 

Three thousand two hundred and 
ten dollars, .... 

Eight hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, ..... 

Nine hundred dollars, 

Seven thousand five hundred dol- 
lars, 

Seven hundred and fifty dollars. 

Four hundred and fifty dollars, 

Nine thousand dollars, . 

One thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen dollars, 

Eighteen thousand nine hundred 
and forty-five dollars, . 

Twenty-two thousand three hun- 
dred and eighty dollars, 

Six hundred and seventy-five dol- 
lars, 

One thousand four hundred and 
seventy dollars, . 

Three thousand five hundred and 
fifty-five dollars, . 

Eight hundred and forty dollars. 

Two thousand and ten dollars. 

Four hundred and five dollars. 

Six thousand two hundred and ten 

dollars, 

Eight hundred and fifty-five dollars, 

Six thousand five hundred and fifty- 
five dollars, 

One thousand eight- hundred and 
sixty dollars, .... 

Five thousand four hundred and 
seventy-five dollars^ . 

One thousand eight hundred and 
thirty dollars, .... 

Four hundred and eighty dollars, . 

Twenty-two thousand and thirty- 
five dollars, 

One thousand eight hundred and 
forty-five 4ollars, .... 



11,170 00 

8,210 00 

825 00 
900 00 

7,600 00 
760 00 

460 00 

9,000 00 

1,816 00 

18,945 00 

22,880 00 

675 00 

1,470 00 

3^56 00 
840 00 

2,010 00 

406 00 



6,210 00 
855 00 



6,555 00 

1^60 00 

5,475 00 

1330 00 
480 00 

22,085 00 
1345 00 
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Saugus, 
Swampscott, 
Topsfield, . 
Wenham, . 
West Newbury, . 



One thousand five hundred and 
thirty dollars, . . . . 

Two tiiousand one hundred and 
forty-five dollars, .... 

Six hundred and forty-five dollars, . 

Four hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

Nine hundred and thirty dollars, . 



f 1,580 00 

2,145 00 
645 00 



495 00 
930 00 



1141,195 00 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 



Franklin 

County. 



Ashfield, . 
Bemardston, 
Buckland, . 
Charlemont, 
Colrain, 
Conway, . 
Deerfield, . 
Erving, 
Gill, . 
Greenfield, 
Hawley, . 
Heath, 
Leverett, . 
Leyden, . 
Monroe, . 
Montague,. 
New Salem, 
Northfield,. 



Four hundred and sixty-five dollars, 

Three hundred and sixty dollars, . 

Five hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, 

Three hundred and fifteen dollars. 

Five' hundred and eighty-five dol- 
lars, 

Six hundred and ninety dollars. 

One thousand four hundred and 

twenty-five dollars. 
Three hundred dollars, . 

Four hundred and five dollars. 

Two thousand six hundred and fifty- 
five dollars, .... 
One hundred and fifty dollars. 

One hundred and sixty-five dollars. 

Two hundred and eighty-five dol- 
lars, 

One hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

Forty-five dollars, . . . . 

One thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-five dollars, 

Two hundred and eighty-five dol- 
lars, ...*.. 

Six hundred and forty-five dollars, . 



1465 00 
860 00 



525 00 
815 00 



585 00 
690 00 



1,425 00 
300 00 

405 00 



2,655 00 
150 00 

165 00 



285 00 

195 00 
45 00 



1,725 00 

285 00 
645 00 
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• 


Orange, . 
Rowe, 


One thousand three hundred and 

thirty-tive dollars, 
One hundred and fifty dollars, . 


11,335 00 
150 00 


Shelburne, . 
Shutesbury, 


Seven hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

One hundred and fifty dollars, 


795 00 
150 00 


Sunderland, 


Four hundred and five dollars, 


405 00 


Warwick, . 


Two hundred and fifty-five dollars. 


255 00 


Wendell, . 


One hundred and fifty dollars. 


150 00 


Whately, . 


Six hundred and sixty dollars. 


660 00 




$16,120 00 



Hampden 
County. 



HAMPDEN COUNTY. 



Agawam, . 
Blandford,. 
Brimfield, . 
Chester, . 
Chicopee, . 
Granville, . 
Holland, . 
Holyoke, . 
Longmeadow, . 
Ludlow, • 
Monson, • 
Montgomery, . 
Palmer, 
Russell, 
Southwick, 



One thousand and sixty-five dollars. 

Three hundred and forty-five dol- 
lars, 

Four hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

Four hundred and sixty-five dollars. 

Four thousand eight hundred and 

forty-five dollars, . 
Three hundred and sixty dollars. 

One hundred and five dollars, . 

Ei^ht thousand six hundred and 

forty dollars. 
One thousand one* hundred and 

forty dollars. 
Four hundred and sixty-five dollars. 

One thousand two hundred and fif- 
teen dollars, . 
One hundred and twenty dollars. 

One thousand five hundred and sixty 
dollars, 

Three hundred and forty-five dol- 
lars, 

Five hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, 



tl,065 00 



345 00 

495 00 
465 00 



4,845 00 
860 00 

105 00 



8,640 00 

1,140 00 
465 00 



1,215 00 
120 00 



1,660 00 
345 00 
525 00 
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Springfield, 
Tolland, . 
Wales, 
Westfield, . 
W. Springfield, . 
Wilbraham, 



Thirty-three thousand and forty- 
five dollars, 

One hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

Three hundred and seventy-five dol- 
lars, 

Five thousand nine hundred and 
fifty-five dollars, . 

Two thousand four hundred and 
ninety dollars, .... 

Eight hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, 



133,045 00 

195 00 

375 00 

5,965 00 

2,490 00 

825 00 



164,575 00 



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY. 



Amherst, • 

Belchertown, 

Chesterfield, 

Cummington, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 

Goshen, 

Granby, . 

Greenwich, 

Hadley, . 

Hatfield, . 

Huntington, 

Middlefield, 

Northampton, 

Pelham, . 

nainfield, . 

Prescott, . 



Two thousand one hundred and fif- 
teen dollars, .... 
Nine hundred dollars. 

Two hundred and seventy dollars. 

Three hundred and sixty dollars. 

Two thousand one hundred and fif- 
teen dollars, .... 
Six hundred and thirty dollars, 

One hundred and five dollars, . 

Four hundred and thirty-five dol 

lars, 

Two hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

One thousand two hundred and fif- 
teen dollars, .... 

One thousand and sixty-five dol 
lars, 

Four hundred and thirty-five dol 
lars, 

Three hundred and fifteen dollars. 

Six thousand three hundred and 

forty-five dollars, . 
One hundred and fifty dollars. 

One hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

One hundred and sixty-five dollars. 



Hampuhlre 
County. 



12,115 00 
900 00 

270 00 

360 00 



2,115 00 
630 00 

105 00 



435 00 
255 00 



1,215 00 

1,065 00 

435 00 
315 00 



6,345 00 
150 00 



195 00 
165 00 
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South Hadley, 

Southampton, 

Ware. 

Westhampton, 

Williamsburg, 

Worthington, 



One thousand ^ye hundred and sev- 
enty-five dollars, . 
Four hundred and twenty dollars, 

One thousand six hundred and five 

dollars, 

Two hundred and forty dollars, 

One thousand one hundred and 

forty dollars. 
Three hundred dollars, . 



$1,675 00 
420 00 



1.605 00 
240 00 



1,140 00 
300 00 



•22,850 00 



Middlesex 
Oounty. 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 



Acton, 

Arlington, . 

Ashby, 

Ashland,- 

Ayer,. 

Bedford, 

Belmont, 

Billerica, 

Boxborough, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Carlisle, . 

Chelmsford, 

Concord, . 

Dracut, 

Dunstable,. 

Everett, . 



One thousand and eighty dollars. 

Five thousand and Hbn dollars, 

Four hundred and fifty dollars. 

One thousand two hundred and fif- 
teen dollars, .... 
Nine hundred and fifteen dollars, 

Six hundred and fifteen dollars. 

Three thousand three hundred and 
sixty dollars, 

One thousand four hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. 

Two hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, ..... 

Four hundred and thirty-five dol- 
lars, 



Fifty-two thousand one hundred and 

fifty-five dollars, . . ' . 
Three hundred and fifteen dollars. 

One thousand two hundred and 

forty-five dollars, , 
Two thousand five hundred and 

twenty dollars, . 
Eight hundred and forty dollars. 

Two hundred and eighty-five dol- 
lars, 

Three thousand four hundred and 
eighty dollars. 



11,080 00 

5,010 00 

450 00 



1,215 00 
915 00 

615 00 



3360 00 

1,425 00 

225 00 

435 00 

52,155 00 
315 00 

1,245 00 

2,520 00 
840 00 

285 00 
3,480 00 
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Framingham, . 


Three thousand nine hundred and 






fifteen dollars, .... 


13,915 00 


Groton, 


One thousand eight hundred and 






thirty dollars, . . . . 
One thousand five hundred and 


1,830 00 


Holliston, . 






sixty dollars, .... 


1,560 00 


Hopkinton, 


One thousand nine hundred and 






twenty dollars, .... 


1,920 00 


Hudson, . 


One thousand four hundred and 






twenty-five dollars, . . . 


1,425 00 


Lexington, 


Two thousand four hundred and 






forty-five dollars 


2,445 00 


Lincoln, . 


Seven hundred and five dollars. 


705 00 


Litaeton, . 


Six hundred and thirty dollars. 


680 00 


Lowell, 


Thirty-one thousand six hundred 
and fifty dollars, .... 






31,650 00 


Maiden, . 


Seven thousand eight hundred dol- 






lars, ...... 


7,800 00 


Marlborough, . 


Two thousand eight hundred and 






twenty dollars, .... 


2,820 00 


Maynard, . 


One thousand and ninety-five dol- 






lars, 


1,095 00 


Medford, . 


Seven thousand six hundred and 






ninety-five dollars. 


7,695 00 


Melrose, . 


Three thousand five hundred and 






seventy dollars, . . . . 


3,570 00 


Natick, . 


Three thousand one hundred and 






five dollars, 


8,105 00 


Newton, . 


Twenty-four thousand one hundred 






and twenty dollars, 


24,120 00 


North Reading, . 


Three hundred and seventy-five dol- 






lars, 


375 00 


Pepperell, . 


One thousand two hundred dollars. 


1,200 00 


Reading, . 


One thousand nine hundred and 






fifty dollars, 


1,950 00 


Sherbom, . 


Seven hundred and fifty dollars, . 


750 00 


Shirley, . 


Seven hundred and ninety-five dol- 






lars, . . .' . 


• 795 00 


Somerville, 


Twenty-three thousand one hundred 






and sixty dollars, .... 


28,160 00 


Stoneham, . 


Two thousand five hundred and 






eighty dollars, .... 


2,580 00 


Stow,. 


Five hundred and eighty-five dol- 






lars, 


585 00 


Sudbury, . 


£ight hundred and forty dollars, . 


840 00 


Tewksbury, 


Seven hundred and fifty dollars, . 


750 00 
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Townsend, 


Six hundred and ninety dollars. 


$690 00 


Tyngsborough, . 


Two hundred and fifty-five dollars, 


255 00 


Wakefield,. 
Waltham, . 
Watertown, 
Wayland, . 


Three thousand eight hundred and 
ten dollars, 

Eight thousand two hundred arid 
five dollars, 

Six thousand four hundred and 
twenty dollars, .... 

Nine hundred and thirty dollars, . 


8,810 00 

8,205 00 

6,420 00 
930 00 


Westford, . 


Nine hundred and thirty dollars, . 


930 00 


Weston, . 
Wilmington, . 


One thousand three hundred and 
eighty dollars, .... 
Four hundred and fifty dollars, 


1,380 00 
450 00 


Winchester, 
Woburn, . 


Three thousand seven hundred and 
sixty-five dollars, .... 

Seven thousand one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars, . 


8,765 00 
7,125 00 




1238,800 00 



Nantucket 
County. 



Nantucket, 



Norfolk County. 



NANTUCKET COUNTY. 



One thousand nine hundred and 
ninety-five dollars, 



11,995 00 



NORFOLK COUNTY. 



Bellingham, 


Four hundred and fifty dollars, 


$450 00 


Braintree, . 


Two thousand two hundred and 






fifty dollars, 


2,250 00 


Brookline, . 


Twenty-three thousand seven hun- 






dred and fifteen dollars. 


23,715 00 


Canton, 


Two thousand six hundred and ten 






dollars, 


2,610 00 


Cohasset, . 


One thousand nine hundred and 






twenty dollars, .... 


1,920 00 


Dedham, • 


Four thousand nine hundred and 






ninety-five dollars, 


4.995 00 


Dover, 


Three hundred and sixty dollars, . 


860 00 


Foiborough, . 


One thousand four hundred and 




• 


fifty-five dollars, .... 


1,455 00 
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Franklin, . 


One thousand two hundred and 






forty-five dollars, . . , . 


•1,245 00 


Holbrook, . 


One thousand two hundred and 






ninety dollars, .... 


1,290 00 


Hyde Park, 


Five thousand two hundred and 






thirty-five dollars, 


5,235 00 


Medfield. . 


Eight hundred and forty dollars, . 


840 00 


Medway, . 


One thousand five hundred and 






thirty dollars, .... 


1,530 00 


Maton, . 


Six thousand four hundred and 






twenty dollars, .... 
Three thousand six hundred and 


6,420 00 


Needham, . 






sixty dollars, .... 


3,660 00 


Norfolk, . 


Four hundred and sixty-five dollars. 


465 00 


Norwood, . 


One thousand four hundred and ten 






dollars, 


1,410 00 


Qaincy, 


Five thousand eight hundred and 






fifty dollars, 


5,850 00 


Randolph, . 


Two thousand and fifty-five dollars. 


2,055 00 


Sharon, 


Seven hundred and ninety-five dol- 






lars, , 


795 00 


Stonghton, 


Two thousand and eighty-five dol- 






lars 


2,085 00 


Walpole, . 


One thousand two hundred and 






forty-five dollars, .... 
Five mousand and seventy dollars. 


1,245 00 


Weymouth, 


5,070 00 


Wreniham, 


Nine hundred and seventy-five dol- 






lars, 


975 00 




$77,925 HO 



Abington, . 
Bridgewater, . 
Brockton, . 
Carver, 
Dnxbury, . 
E. Bridgewater, 



PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 

One thousand four hundred and ten 
dollars, ....*.. 

Two thousand one hundred and 
forty-five dollars, .... 

Four thousand six hundred and 
ninety-five dollars, 

Four hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

One thousand one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars, 

One thousand one hundred and fifty- 
five dollars, 



Plymouth 
County. 



•1,410 00 
2,145 00 
4.695 00 
495 00 
1,125 00 
1,155 00 
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Halifax, 
Hanover, 
Hanson, 
Hingham, 
Hull, . 
Kingston, 
Lakeville, 
Marion, 
Marshfield, - . 
Mattapoisett, 
Middleborough, 
Pembroke, . 
Plymouth, . 
Plympton, . 
Rochester, . 
Rockland, . 
Scituate, . 
South Abington, 
South Scituate, . 
Wareham, . 
W. Bridgewater, 



Two hundred and fifty-five dollars, 

Eight hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, 

Four hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

Two thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. 

Four hundred and eighty dollars. 

One thousand three hundred and 

ninety-five dollars. 
Four hundred and eighty dollars. 

Four hundred and five dollars, 

£ifi;ht hundred and twenty-five doL 

lars, 

One thousand and twenty dollars. 

Two thousand one hundred and 

sixty dollars, 
Six hundred dollars. 

Three thousand seven hundred and 

twenty dollars, 
Two hundred and seventy dollars. 

Four hundred and twenty dollars. 

One thousand seven hundred and 
twenty-five dollars, 

One thousand two hundred and fif- 
teen dollars, .... 

One thousand one hundred and sev 
enty dollars, .... 

Nine hundred and thirty dollars. 

Nine hundred and seventy-five dol- 
lars, 

Seven hundred and eighty dollars. 



$255 00 

825 00 

495 00 

2.925 00 
480 00 



1,395 00 
480 00 

405 00 



825 00 
1,020 00 



2,160 00 
600 00 



S,720 00 
270 00 

420 00 



1,725 00 

1,215 00 

1,170 00 
930 OQ 



975 00 
780 00 



$34,095 00 



Bnffolk Ooanty. 



Boston, 
Chelsea, 



SUFFOLK COUNTY. 



Six hundred and nineteen thousand 
one hundred and ten dollars, 

Fourteen thousand seven hundred 
and thirty dollars. 



$619,110 00 
14,730 00 
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One thousand five hundred and sixty 

dollars, 

Eight hundred and forty dollars, . 



666 



$1,560 00 
840 00 



$636,240 00 



WORCESTER COUNTY. 



Ashbumham, . 


Athol, 


Aabam, 




Barre, 




Berlin, 




Blackstone, 




Bolton, 




Boylston, 




Brookfield, 




Charlton, 




Clinton, 




Dana, 




DoQgkts, 




Dudley, 




Fitchburg, 




Gardner, 




Grafton, 




Hardwick, 




Harrard, 




Holden, 




HQbbardst( 


>n, . 



Nine hundred and forty-five dollars. 

Two thousand three hundred and 
fifty-five dollars, .... 

Four hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars 

One thousand five hundred and 
nine^ dollars, .... 

Four hundred and twenty dollars, . 

One thousand seven hundred and 

eighty-five dollars, 
Four hundred and sixty-five dollars. 

Four hundred and eighty dollars, . 

One thousand one hundred and 

eighty-five dollars, 
Eight hundred and forty dollars, . 

Three thousand seven hundred and 

five dollars, 

Two hundred and fifty-five dollars, 

Seven hundred and ninety-five dol- 
lars, 

Eight hundred and eighty-five dol 



fars. 



Ten thousand six hundred and 

thii*tv-five dollars. 
One thousand seven hundred and 

seventy dollars, . 
One thousand six hundred and 

thirty-five dollars. 
Nine hundred and fifteen dollars. 

Nine hundred and fifteen dollars, 

Ei^ht hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, 

Seven hundred and thirty-five dol 
lars, 



Worcester 
Ck>aDt7. 



$945 00 

2,855 00 

495 00 

1,590 00 
420 00 



1,785 00 
465 00 

480 00 



1,185 00 
840 00 



3,705 00 
255 00 



795 00 

885 00 

10,635 00 

1,770 00 

1,685 00 
915 00 

915 00 

825 00 
785 00 
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Lancaster, . 
Leicester, . 
Leominster, 
Lunenburg, 
Mendon, . 
Milford, . 
Millbury, . 
New Braintree, 
Northborough, 
Northbridge, 
N. Brookfield, 
Oakham, . 
Oxford, . 
Paxton, 
Petersham, 
Phillipston, 
Princeton, . 
Royalston, . 
Rutland, . 
Shrewsbury, 
Southborough, 
Southbridge, 
Spencer, . 
Sterling, , 
Sturbridge, 
Sutton, 



One thousand nine hundred and five 
dollars, 

One thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-five dollars, 

Three thousand two hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. 

Six hundred and forty-five dollars, . 

Five hundred and fifty-five dollars, . 

Four thousand two hundred and 
ninety dollars, .... 

Two thousand two hundred and five 
dollars, " . 

Four hundred and five dollars. 

One thousand and sixty-five dollars. 

One thousand ei^ht hundred and 

seventy-five dollars. 
One thousand five hundred and sixty 

dollars, 

Three hundred dollars, . 

One thousand two hundred and 

ninety dollars, 
^Two hundred and seventy dollars. 

Five hundred and eighty-five dol 

lars, ... 
Two hundred and seventy dollars. 

Seven hundred and sixty-five dol 

lars, 

Six hundred and thirty dollars. 

Three hundred and ninety dollars, . 

Nine hundred and forty-five dollars, 

One thousand one hundred and fift;y- 
tive dollars, 

Two thousand six hundred and 
twenty-five dollars. 

Two thousand three hundred and 
ten dollars, 

Nine hundred and sixty dollars. 

Nine hundred and sixty dollars. 

One thousand two hundred and 
thirty dollars, .... 



$1,905 00 

1,785 00 

3,225 00 
645 00 

555 00 

4,290 00 

2.205 00 
405 00 

1,065 00 

1375 00 

1,660 00 
300 00 



1,290 00 
270 00 



585 00 
270 00 



765 00 
630 00 

890 00 

945 00 

1,155 00 

2,625 00 

2,310 00 
960 00 

960 00 
1,230 00 
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Templeton, 
Upton, 
Uxbridge, . 
Warren, . 
Webster, . 
Westborongh, . 
West Boylston, . 
WestBrookfield, 
Westminster, . 
Winchendon, . 
Worcester, 



One thousand one hundred and ten 
dollars, 

Seven hundred and thirty-five dol- 
lars, 

One thousand five hundred and 
thirty dollars, .... 

One thousand three hundred and 
five dollars, 

Two thousand one hundred dollars, 

Two thousand and twenty-five dol- 
lars, ' . 

Nine hundred and ninety dollars, . 

Seven hundred and twenty dollars, 

Seven hundred and thirty-five dol- 
lars, 

One thousand eight hundred and 
sixty dollars, . . . 

Forty-two thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-five dollars, . 



$1,110 00 

735 00 

1,530 00 

1,305 00 
2,100 00 



2,025 00 
990 00 

720 00 



735 00 

1,860 00 

42,765 00 



$123,705 00 



RECAPITULATION. 



Barnstable Co., . 
Berkshire Co., . 
Bristol Co., 
Dukes Co., 
Essex Co., . 

Franklin Co., . 
Hampden Co., . 
Hampshire Co., . 
Middlesex Co., . 
Nantucket Co., . 
Norfolk Co., . 



Fourteen thousand and fifty-five dol- 
lars, 

Thirty-three thousand and sixty dol 
lars, 

Ninety-four thousand four hundred 
and ten dollars, . 

Two thousand four hundred and sev- 
enty-five dollars, ... 

One hundred and forty-one thou- 
sand one hundred and ninety-five 
dollars, 

Fifteen thousand one hundred and 
twenty dollars, 

Sixty-four thousand five hundred 
and seventy-five dollars, 

Twenty-two thousand three hundred 
and fifty dollars, . 

Two hundred and thirtv-eight thou 
sand eight hundred dollars, . 

One thousand nine hundred and 
ninety-five dollars. 

Seventy-seven thousand nine hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars. 



RecapltulatioB 
by oouqUm. 



$14,055 00 

33,060 00 

94.410 00 

2,475 00 

141,195 00 
15,120 00 
64,575 00 
^2,350 00 
238,800 00 
1,995 00 
77,925 00 
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Plymouth Co., . 


Thirty-four thousand and ninety- 






five dollars, 


$34,095 00 


Suffolk Co., 


Six hundred and thirty-six thousand 




. 


two hundred and forty dollars, . 


636,240 00 


Worcester Co., . 


One hundi-ed and twenty-three thou- 
sand seven hundred and five dol- 






lars. 


123,705 00 




$1,500,000 00 



Treararerof 
Conunonwealth 
to iMue warrant. 



To require 
aelectmen or 
assesBora to 
iMoe warrants 
to city or town 
treaauren. 



To notify 
delinquent 
city or town 
treasurer, etc. 



Section 2. The treasurer shall forthwith send his warrant, 
with a copy of this Qct, directed to the selectmen or assessors 
of each city or town tax.ed as aforesaid, requiring them, 
respectively, to assess the sum so charged, according to 
the provisions of chapter eleven of the General Statutes, 
and to add the amount of such tax to the amount of town 
and county taxes to be assessed by them respectively on 
each city or town. 

Section 3. The treasurer, in his warrant, shall require 
the said selectmen or assessors to pay, or to issue their 
several warrant or warrants requiring the treasurers of 
their several cities or towns to pay, to the treasurer of the 
Commonwealth, on or before the first day of December, ii> 
the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, 
the sums set against said cities and towns in the schedule 
aforesaid ; and the selectmen or assessors, respectively, 
shall return a certificate of the names of such treasurers, 
with the sum which each may be required to collect, to 
the treasurer of the Commonwealth, at some time before 
the first day of October next. 

Section 4. If the amount due from any city or town, as 
provided in this act, is not paid to the treasurer of the 
Commonwealth within the time specified, then the treas- 
urer shall notify the treasurer of said delinquent city or 
town, who shall pay into the treasury of the Common- 
wealth, in addition to the tax, such further sum as would 
be equal to one per centum per month during such delin- 
quency, dated on and after the first day of December 
next ; and if the same remains unpaid after the first day 
of January next, an information may be filed by the 
treasurer of the Commonwealth, in the supreme judicial 
court, or before any justice thereof, against such delin- 
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quent city or town ; and upon notice to such city or town, 
and a summary hearing thereon, a warrant of distress may 
issue against such city or town, to enforce the payment of 
said taxes, under such penalties as said court, or the justice 
thereof before whom the hearing is had shall order. 
Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 17, 1877. 

An Act concerning thb PRnmNa and distribution of pubuc and Qhan. 248 

CERTAIN other DOCUMENTS. -^^ 

Be it enacted^ Ac,, as follows : 

Section 1. There shall be printed annually, on or Pobiicdocu- 
before the assembling of the legislature, or as soon after Numbentobe 
the meeting of the legislature as may be expedient, a p'^^- 
number of copies of documents and reports, as specified 
in the following list, the same to be numbered in a series 
to be called public documents, and distributed as herein- 
after provided; and no larger number shall be printed, 
save by special order of the legislature : — 

Registration of births, marriages and deaths, one thou- 
sand. 

Report of secretary of board of education, two thousand 
three hundred. 

Report of librarian of state library, one thousand one 
hundred. 

Report of secretary of board of agriculture^ two thou- 
sand. 

Report of treasurer and receiver-general, one thousand 
one hundred. 

Report of auditor of accounts, one thousand three hun- 
dred. 

Report of adjutant-general, one thousand six hundred. 

Report of surgeon-general, one thousand. 

Report of savings bank commissioners, one thousand 
one hundred. 

Report of insurance commissioner, on fire insurance, one 
thousand five hundred. 

Report of insurance commissioner, on life insurance, one 
thousand five hundred. 

Abstract of returns of corporations organized under 
general laws, two thousand. 

Report of commissioners on public lands, one thousand 
one hundred. 

Report of attorney-general, one thousand six hundred* 
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Pabllo dooa- 
ments — 
Nuinben to be 
printed. 



Report of inspectors and warden of state prison, one 
thousand one hundred. 

Report of agent for discharged convicts, one thousand 
one hundred. 

Abstract of sheriffs' returns, one thousand one hundred. 

Abstract of returns of registers of deeds, one thousand 
one hundred. 

Report of secretary of board of state charities, one 
thousand six hundred. 

Report of -trustees of state reform school at Westbor- 
ough, one thousand one hundred. 

Aggregates of polls, property and taxes, one thousand 
six hundred. 

Report of trustees of industrial school for girls, one 
thousand one hundred. 

Report of trustees of lunatic hospital at Northampton, 
one thousand one hundred. 

Report of trustees of lunatic hospital at Taunton, one 
thousand one hundred. 

Report of trustees of lunatic hospital at Worcester, one 
thousand one hundred. 

Report of inspectors of state workhouse at Bridgewater, 
one thousand one hundred. 

Report of inspectors of state primary school at Monson, 
one thousand one hundred. 

Report of inspectors of state almshouse at Tewksbury, 
one thousand one hundred. 

Report of trustees of Perkins institution and Massachu- 
setts asylum for the blind, one thousand one hundred. 

Report of trustees of school for idiotic and feeble- 
minded youth, one thousand one hundred. 

Report of harbor commissioners, one thousand one 
hundred. 

Report of commissioners on inland fisheries, one thou- 
sand one hundred. 

Report of tax commissioner, one thousand three hundred. 

Report of commissioners on prisons, one thousaud one 
hundred. 

Report of railroad commissioners, and returns of rail- 
road corporations, one thousand five hundred ; and there 
shall also be printed one thousand five hundred copies for 
the use of the commissioners. 

Report of the chief of the state detective force, one 
thousand one hundred. 
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Report of state board of health, two thousand. PabUcdocu- 

Eeport of bureau of statistics of labor, one thousand ^^^ 
six hundred. 

Section 2. The state printers are authorized to retain 
six hundred copies of each of the series known as ^ public 
documents " for binding in sets ; the secretary of the Com- 
monwealth being authorized to furnish, as heretofore, one 
set to each city and town, and one set to suoh public and 
other libraries as he in his discretion may select. And the 
remainder of the public documents, the distribution of 
which is not hereinbefore provided for, shall be distributed 
under direction of the secretary of the Commonwealth, and 
the secretaries of the several boards and departments. 

Section 8. There shall also be printed the follow- 
ing:— 

Of the manual of the general court (sixteen mo.), to be 
prepared each year by the clerks of the two branches, 
twenty-five hundred. 

Of the blue book, one thousand five hundred. 

Of the general laws, thirty thousand. 

Section 4. Each member of the executive and legis- Public docu. 
lative departments shall be entitled to receive, upon appli- M^nr^of 
cation, one copy of each of the documents named in diBtribauon. 
section one of this act, one copy of the ** blue book " and 
"general laws,'* and two copies of the ** manual" of the 
general court ; three hundred of the remaining copies of 
the manual to be for the use of the next legislature, and 
the remainder shall be in charge of the clerks of the two 
branches, and be distributed by them at their discretion. 
The remaining copies of the ** blue book " and the " gen- 
eral laws ** shall be distributed under the direction of the 
secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Section 5. There shall be printed, to be sold under Tobewidat 
the direction of the secretary of the Commonwealth, at a one-h^or^^st 
price not less than one-half of the. cost of the same, of the 
following named documents : — 

Report of the board of education, one thousand five 
hundred copies. 

Report of the board of agriculture, twenty-five hundred 
copies. 

Report of the insurance commissioner on fire insurance, 
eighteen hundred copies. 

Report of the insurance commissioner on life insurance, 
eighteen hundred copies. 
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Public docn* 
menu. 



Chap. 249 



Appropriation 
for Improve- 
ment and com- 
pletion of Troy 
and Greenfield 
Railroad and 
Hooiac Tunnel. 



Governor and 
council to pre. 
pare scrip Tor 
aale, etc 



Eeport of the board of state charities, five hundred 
copies. 

Report of the railroad commissioners, fifteen hundred 
copies. 

Report of the board of health, two thousand copies. 

Report of the adjutant-general, one thousand copies. 

Manual of the general court, one thousand copies. 

Report of tjie bureau of statistics of labor, one thousand 
copies. 

Blue book, two thousand copies. 

Section 6. Section ten of chapter forty of the General 
Statutes, and chapter one hundred and seventy-eight of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 
and all other acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith, 
are hereby repealed. 

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage, 
except so far as it relates to the prifiting and distribution 
of documents of the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
six, and the pamphlet edition of the general laws and the 
" blue book " of the present year. Approved May 17, 1877. 

An Act to provide and appropriate moneys for the improve- 
blent and completion op the trot and greenfield railroad 
and. h008ac tunnel, and the payment of claims incurred 
therefor, and to extend the power of the governor and 
council relative to tolls. 
Be it enactedt <ftc., as follows : 

Section 1. For the purposes of repair, relocation and 
completion of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and 
Hoosac Tunnel, and the payment of claims hitherto 
incurred therefor, and to enable the governor and council 
to perform the duties imposed upon them under the pro- 
visions of chapter seventy-seven of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-five, the treasurer of the 
Commonwealth is authorized and instructed to issue scrip, 
or certificates of debt, in the name and on behalf of the 
Commonwealth, and under his signature and the seal of the 
Commonwealth, to an amount not exceeding three hundred 
and seventy-two thousand five hundred dollars, on the 
same terms and conditions as are provided in section three 
of chapter three hundred and thirty-three of the acta o^ 
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight. 

Section 2. The governor and council are hereby 
authorized and directed to take all necessary measures for 
the preparation of said scrip, or certificates of debt, and 
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for the sale or negotiation thereof, with authority to 
expend such sums of money as may be necessary for the 
purpose. 

Section 3. Whatever premium may be received from Premiamto 
the sale of any of the scrip or certificates of debt, issued J2ikto(^^ 
under the authority of this act beyond the cost of preparing 
and negotiating the same, shall be added to and constitute 
a part of the sinking fund created by the provisions of 
chapter two hundred and twenty-six of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

Section 4. Said sum of 'three hundred and seventy- Expenditures 
two thousand and five hundred dollars, or so much thereof as {^^^^d 
may be necessary, is hereby appropriated for the purposes «>"»>«"• 
expressed in the first section of this act, and the expendi- 
ture thereof for the said purposes shall be entrusted to the 
governor and council. 

Section 5. The governor, with the advice and consent Ap^proyruuon 
of the council, is authorized to use any part of the tolls or niinad^d 
earnings of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac *"""*'* 
Tunnel which shall have been deposited with the treasurer 
of the Commonwealth during the current year in which he 
may be required to use the same, to pay for or repair any 
damages arising from flood or accident upon said railroad 
or in said tunnel. And the said earnings are hereby 
appropriated for the purpose. 

Section 6. The governor, with the advice and consent unton^pajjieiiger 
of the council, is authorized to construct a passenger baiu«iQraen. 
station at Greenfield either separately or in combination ***^ 
with the Fitchburg Bailroad Company and Connecticut 
River Railroad Company, or either of them, and to provide 
by agreement with either or both said companies, if a 
station shall be constructed at joint expense, for the 
amounts to be paid therefor by the Commonwealth and by 
either or both said companies respectively, and for the 
location, maintenance, use and control of said station, and 
for the several rights therein of the Commonwealth, of 
each of said railroad companies, and of all other railroad 
companies or parties that may use the same, and for the 
equitable division of any income to be derived therefrom : 
provided^ that the moneys to be paid for this station by Tobepaidfer, 
the Commonwealth shall be taken from the reimbursements bunementa'for 
for land damages to be paid by the inhabitants of the town ^*<**°»««<*- 
of Greenfield under chapter one hundred and forty of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, and 
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said reimbursements are hereby appropriated to the amount 
of twelve thousand, five hundred dollars for the purposes 
ProTiK). of this section ; and provided^ further, that no action shall 

be taken under this section if the governor and council 
shall not deem the moneys received from such reimburse- 
ments to be suflBcient for the purposes thereof. 
SSEJTSf^'ni Section 7. The words " not to be raised for one year 
not prohibited, ajptcr they are thus determined" in the second and third 
lines of the fifth section of chapter seventy-seven of the 
acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, shall 
not be construed to prevent the governor, with the advice 
and consent of the council, from reducing the rates of the 
tolls therein referred to temporarily, by means of rebates, 
and again restoring them to the amount fixed for such 
year. 
at^Adliir^^ Section 8. The governor, with the advice and consent 
be sold. of the council, is authorized to sell the present offices of 

the management in Adams and the real estate connected 
therewith, and cause the same to be conveyed to the 
purchaser by deed of quitclaim, to be signed by the treas- 
urer and receiver-general, and to be sealed with the seal 
of the Commonwealth ; and the governor, with the advice 
and consent of the council, is further authorized to use the 
proceeds of the sale thereof to an amount not exceeding 
five thousand dollars, and ten thousand dollars additional 
of the amount hereinbefore appropriated, to construct a 
Union pawengw uuiou passcngcr Station at North Adams, in combination 
Adams. ^ with the Boston and Albany Railroad Company ; and to 
fix and determine by agreement with said company the 
location, maintenance, use and control of said depot and 
the several rights therein of the Commonwealth, of said 
company, and of all other railroad companies and parties 
that may use the same, and for the equitable distribution 
of any income thereof; and in case of failure to agree 
by parties interested, the questions in dispute shall be de- 
cided and determined upon by the railroad commissioners. 
Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 17, 1877. 
Chap. 250 An Act RSLATiNa to the arrest and examination of judgment 

DEBTORS. 

Be U enacted^ Ac,^ as follows : 

mSSTd^btoton' Section 1. Any magistrate to whom application may 
ezeonuon. be made for a certificate authorizing arrest on execution 
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upon the first charge specified in section five of chapter 

one hundred and twenty-four of the General Statutes, 

shall, unless it appears that the judgment debtor intends 

to leave the state, before granting the same, issue notice 

to the debtor to appear at a time and place therein fixed 

and submit to an examination touching his estate. Such Jjjj^®' 

notice may be served by any ofiicer authorized to serve 

said execution, by delivering an attested copy of the 

notice to the debtor, or leaving the same at his last and 

usual place of abode not less than three days before the 

time fixed for the examination, and one day additional for 

every twenty-four miles travel. The examination or the Examination 

time fixed therefor, may be postponed or continued from pJJSedf ^^^ 

time to time at the discretion of the magistrate. And the 

provisions of chapter seventy-seven of the acts of the year 

eighteen hundred and seventy shall apply thereto. 

Section 2. If the judgment debtor appears before the Bxaminatton^ 
magistrate at the time and place fixed, he shall be exam- and under oat£ 
ined in writing and on oath touching his estate and effects 
and the disposal thereof. Such examination may be in the 
presence of the magistrate or otherwise as he shall direct, 
and when completed shall be signed and sworn to by the 
debtor and shall be preserved by the magistrate. The 
magistrate shall also hear any legal and pertinent evidence 
which either party may offer. The judgment creditor 
shall pay to the magistrate the following fees : For the Feet, 
notice or citation, one dollar; for each day's hearing, and 
for each day's examination when conducted in the pres- 
ence of the magistrate, three dollars. 

Section 8. If it shall appear that the debtor has any J^^'J'^J*^*^ 
estate or property of any kind to the amount of twenty cJ^?ic twenty 
dollars, not exempt from being taken on execution, he nrod^^bV 
shall, if possible, produce the same and allow it to be ^®*»^'* 
taken on the execution or otherwise applied to the pay- 
ment of the judgment debt and the costs of these proceed- 
ings. If said estate or property cannot be taken on the 
execution, the debtor shall be required to execute and 
deliver to the judgment creditor, or some person in his 
behalf, a transfer, assignment or conveyance of the same, 
in such form as the magistrate may direct. The debtor Debtor may 
shall have the right to redeem real estate so transferred, J^fer?!d?r 
within one year, and personal property withip sixty days, •»*«n»«d. 
from the date of such transfer, assignment or conveyance, 
upon payment of said debt and costs and the necessary 

84 
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expense actually paid by the creditor for the care or cua- 
tody of such property. If such estate or property is not 
redeemed, the same shall be sold forthwith at public auc- 
tion, unless in the transfer or assignment of the same it 
was provided otherwise, and the proceeds, after deducting 
the expenses of such sale, shall be applied to the payment 
of said debt and costs ; and the excess, if any, remaining 
after such payments, shall be paid to the debtor, or, the 
creditor may take said property, at a valuation to be fixed 
by the debtor in the transfer, assignment or conveyance 
of the same, and apply such amount in payment €i8 afore- 
Creditor m«y said. The Creditor may refuse to accept any transfer or 
trau!fen ^^^^ assigumcut whatcvcr, and his acceptance of the same shall 
not destroy or impair his right to have his execution satis- 
fied in whole or in part by a levy on other property, in the 
manner provided by law. In case the execution, at any 
time after such transfer or assignment is made, and before 
the sale of the property conveyed thereby, is satisfied in 
full by levy or otherwise, the creditor shall re-convey said 
property to the debtor forthwith. 
iJc^rtm<»tefor Section 4. If the debtor shall appear as directed by 
isfloed, creditor the magistrate and obey all lawful orders and requirements 
aopiy^r'^period made by the magistrate, the magistrate shall not grant a 
of three years, certificate autboriziug an arrest on the aforesaid applica- 
tion, and the judgment creditor shall not for the period of 
three years thereafter be authorized to make application 
for the arrest or examination of such debtor upon the same 
charge and cause of action. 
iStKSfa?iSt Section 5. If in addition to the first charge specified 
without notice, in scctiou fivc of chapter one hundred and twenty-four of 
the General Statutes, as amended by subsequent acts 
relating thereto, the judgment creditor, or some one in 
his behalf, makes affidavit and proves to the satisfaction of 
the magistrate that there is good reason to believe that the 
debtor intends to leave the state, the magistrate may, with- 
out notice to the debtor, authorize his arrest ; and if the 
debtor, when arrested, desires to take the oath that he 
does not intend to leave the state, he shall be examined in 
relation thereto in the same manner, and after giving the 
creditor due notice as provided by law in case of arrest on 
mesne process ; and if the magistrate, upon hearing, is 
satisfied that the defendant did not, when arrested, and 
does not at the time of the examination, intend to leave 
the state, he shall make certificate thereof and discharge 
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the debtor from arrest, but such discharge shall not pre- 
Tent the subsequent arrest of the debtor upon any of the 
last five charges specified in section five of chapter one 
hundred and twenty-four of the General Statutes; and 
immediately upon such discharge he shall be required to 
submit to examination in the manner provided in this act, 
if the creditor so desires, without further notice. 

Section 6. The notice to the debtor required by the Form of notice 
first section of this act shall be signed by the magistrate, ^ ^®^'**'* 
designating his official capacity, and shall be substantially 
in the following form, viz, : — 

To A. B. 

C. D., the judgment creditor named in a certain execution 
against jou, dated , issued from (here designate the 

court), having applied for a certificate authorizing your arrest, 
you are hereby notified to appear before me at my ofiSce 
at on the day of at o'clock in 

the noon for examination in accordance with the provisions 

of chapter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 

seventy-seven. 

E. F. (Magistrate). 

Approved May 17, 1877. 
An Act in further addition to an act makino appropriations Qfiap. 251 

TO MEET CERTAIN EXPENDITURES AUTHORIZED THE PRESENT TEAR, '^* 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be U enacted, <l^., as follows : 

Section 1. The sums hereinafter mentioned are ap- AppropnatioiLi. 
propriated to be paid out of the treasury of the Common- 
wealth, from the ordinary revenue, except in cases other- 
wise ordered, for the purposes specified in certain acts 
and resolves of the present year, and for other purposes, 
to wit : — 

In the act, chapter two hundred and twenty-six, to fix sergeant. 
the salary of the sergeant-at-arms, the sum of three hun- •^■*™*- 
4red and seventy-five dollars. 

In the act, chapter one hundred and ninety-four, luflroad com. 
** authorizing the railroad commissioners to summon wit- "*"*<**»«"• 
Besses, administer oaths and take testimony,'' a sum not 
exceeding one hundred dollars. 

In the resolve, in favor of the Worcester Lunatic Hos- YT^^^ 
pital, a sum not exceeding thirty thousand dollars, °* ^ ^^ 

In the resolve, in favor of the Massachusetts Agricult- Agricultural 
ural College, the sum of five thousand dollars in accord- ^"®«^ 
ance with the provisions of said resolve. 
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Adiatant-gen- 
eral'B office. 



Doorkeepers 
and mesAengers. 



Legislative 
committeea. 



Trustees to be 
appointed. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

Of the appropriation for extra clerks in the adjutant- 
general's department remaining unexpended after the first 
of June, so much as may be necessary may be used for the 
compensation of such services as the governor shall direct. 

For the compensation of the doorkeepers, messengers 
and pages to the legislature, a sum not exceeding two 
thousand five hundred dollars, to be in addition to the 
appropriation for the present year. 

For expenses of legislative committees a sum not 
exceeding two thousand dollars, to be in addition to the 
appropriations heretofore made for the present year. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 17, 1877. 

Chap. 252 An Act authorizing the appointment op trustees for the 

STATE LUNATIC HOSPITAL AT DANVERS. 

Be it enacted, Ac., as follows : 

Section 1. The government of the state lunatic hos- 
pital at Danvers shall be vested in a board of five trustees, 
to be appointed in the same manner and with the same 
powers and duties as are prescribed in the seventy-third 
chapter of the General Statutes and all existing acts in 
addition thereto and modification thereof for the govern- 
ment of the state lunatic hospitals at Worcester, Taunton 
and Northampton. And all the provisions of said chapter 
and the acts in addition thereto and modification thereof, 
so far as the same can be made applicable, are hereby 
extended and made applicable to the management of said 
state lunatic hospital at Danvers. 

Section 2. The trustees to be appointed under this 
act are hereby authorized to complete all necessary work 
not included in contracts made by the present commis- 
sioners ; and on the first day of October next, said trus- 
tees shall assume full and exclusive management and 
control of said hospital and all matters and contracts 
relating thereto; and when said hospital is finished and 
ready to receive patients, give notice thereof to his excel- 
lency the governor and to the secretary of the board of 
state charities, and after the receipt of such notice patients 
may be committed to said hospital, or transferred thereto 
from other hospitals or prisons, in the same manner as 
they may now be to either of the state lunatic hospitals. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 17, 1877. 



Trustees to 
complete work 
not included iu 
coDtractB. 
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RESOLVES, 

GENEKAL AND SPECIAL. 



RESOLTE m FAVOR OF THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL FOR BOYS, AT Qfiav. 1. 
WESTBOROUOH. ■^* 

Resolved^ That the unexpended balance of the appro- Bute Reform 
priation authorized by chapter sixty-nine of the resolves toroSghi^^'" 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five for the ^ppropriatton. 
enlargement of the state reform school for boys, at West- 
borough, amounting to eighteen thousand four hundred 
eighty-nine dollars and ninety-one cents, be and the same 
hereby is re-appropriated, to be expended for the purposes 
and in the manner specified in said resolve. 

Approved January 30, 1877. 

Resolve to furnish certain books and documents to the Chap. 2. 

TOWN OF MERRIMAC. ■^* 

Resolvedy That the secretary of the Commonwealth be BookB and 
and he is bereby authorized and directed to furnish to the brrunSS^ 
town of Merrimac a full set of the reports of the decisions Me^^SZ" ^' 
of the supreme judicial court, one copy of the General 
Statutes, and copies of all such books and documents in 
his office as may heretofore have been furnished by the 
Commonwealth to towjis. And the secretary is hereby 
authorized to purchase such of the reports and statutes 
aforesaid as may be necessary to carry this resolve into 
effect : provided^ that the clerk of the town shall first file 
with the secretary of state a certificate in writing, to the 
effect that the town has provided, at its own expense, a 
saitable book-case for the preservation of the books to be 
received from the Commonwealth. 

Approved February 6, 1877. 
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Chap. 3. Resolves in favor of the state almshouse at tewksburt. 

SJrlwkJbuf^- Hesolvedy That the unexpended balance of the appro- 
Appropriauon. priation authorized by chapter fifty-three of the resolves 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, for the 
alteration of the insane asylum at Tewksbury, amounting 
to nine hundred ninety-five dollars and forty-five cents, be 
and the same hereby is re-appropriated ; also, that a 
further sum of nine hundred ten dollars and seven cents, 
be appropriated in addition thereto, said sums to be 
expended by the inspectors of Tewksbury almshouse in 
the completion of the new building authorized by the 
executive council October twenty-seventh, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-six. 

Resolved^ That from the unexpended balance of the 
appropriation made for the current expenses of the state 
almshouse at Tewksbury for the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-six, there may be used a sum not exceeding 
one thousand nine hundred sixty-five dollars and ninety- 
five cents, in payment of salaries of officers at said insti- 
tution for the month of December of said year. 

Approved Febntary 8, 1877. 

Chap. 4. Resolve providing for the distribution of volume thirteen 
OF the special laws of the commonwealth. 

v^^lfifhe* ^^olved^ That the secretary of the Commonwealth be 
furnuiled to authorized to deliver to each member of the present sen- 
ature. ^^^ ^^^ housc of representatives, upon application there- 
for, one copy of volume thirteen of the special laws of 
the Commonwealth. Approved February 21, 1877. 

Chap. 5. Resolve relating to the gold medal presented by the gov- 

ERNMENT of HAYTI to the late honorable CHARLES SUMNER. 

J?to(?hSe"B*" Resolved, That the gold medal, sent by the government 
d^piSfted^in^ of Hayti to the Honorable Charles Sumner in the year 
Bute library, eighteen hundred and seventy-one, in the name of the 
people of Hayti, as a grateful acknowledgment of his suc- 
cessful efibrt to establish diplomatic relations between the 
republic of Hayti and the United States of America, in 
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-two ; and also for his 
more recent but equally successful efforts to prevent the 
annexation of the republic of Dominica to the United 
States, which medal, Mr. Sumner owing to constitutional 
objections declined to receive, and which at his suggestion 
was presented to the state of Massachusetts, be trans- 
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ferred from the treasury department to the rooms of the 
state library, giyen in charge to the librarian, and affixed 
to the wall in a conspicuous place, accompanied by a brief 
statement why it was offered to Mr. Sumner and the 
manner in which it came into the possession of the state. 

Approved February 27, 1877. 

Resolve relating to the official correspondence of the Qhap. 6. 

EXECUTIVE department DURING THE WAR.* '^* 

Resolved^ That his excellency the governor be author- oorrMpondenee 
ized to employ such assistance and incur such expense as belnd^^^^ 
he may deem necessary for the indexing and binding of -^pp*^?'**^©"- 
the official correspondence of the executive department 
during the war ; and that a sum not exceeding two thou- 
sand dollars be and hereby is appropriated therefor. 

Approved March 1, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of osborne e. eaton. Chap. 7. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the sute aid grant. 
treasury of the Commonwealth to Osborne E. Eaton, KEaSk^™* 
state aid, to the amount of six dollars per month, from 
and after the first day of September in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-six. Approved March 1, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of mart fisher. Chap. 8. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid from the AUowanceto 
treasury to Mary Fisher, the sum of ninety-six dollars for M"t^^»*»«'- 
state aid. Approved March 1, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of the farr alpaca company of holyoke. (JJiap. 9. 

Resolved i That there be allowed and paid out of the Allowance to 
treasury ta Gurdon Bill, president of the Farr Alpaca SSplLyT 
Company, the sum of six hundred and forty dollars, for 
excess of tax paid by said corporation on its capital stock. 

Approved March 1, 1877. 

Resolve concerning the records of the locations of railroads. Chap. 10. 

Resolved J That the board of railroad commissioners be luiiroad com. 
and they are hereby authorized and required to examine "^^nTOnc^. 
into the methods in which the records of locations ^^j^j;^'^ 
made by railroad corporations heretofore have been or nuiroacu. 
now are preserved ; to prescribe such rules as they may 
deeoQ necessary in regard to the form in which such loca- 
tions shall hereafter be made and the certificates which 
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shall be annexed to the same before they shall be admitted 
for record ; and report to the next general court such 
legislation as they may deem necessary for the custody, 
better preservation, more perfect arrangement and index- 
ing of such records. Approved March 10, 1877. 

Chap. 11. Resolve authorizing the town op harlborouqh to remove 

CERTAIN REMAINS OF THE DEAD. 

'^^g^^^' Resolved, That the town of Marlborough is hereby 
wSai'M'^fthe authorized to remove the remains of the dead from the 
dead. burial ground adjoining the high school common in said 

Marlborough, to such other burial place in said town or 
its vicinity, as it may select, or the relatives and friends of 
the deceased may designate and provide, and to level and 
grade the surface of said ground, upon the following 
terms and conditions : such removal shall be made under 
the supervision of a committee to be appointed by said town ; 
the remains of the dead shall be re-interred in a proper 
and suitable manner, due regard being bad to the wishes 
of the relatives and friends of the dead ; and a plan of 
the ground, in the burial place selected by said town to 
which such remains shall be removed, showing the posi- 
tion of all the known dead so removed, shall be made and 
filed in the office of the town clerk of Marlborough for 
future reference. The remains of all the dead in said 
burial ground shall be removed, together with the head- 
stones and monuments now remaining, which shall be duly 
replaced to indicate the new graves of the deceased to 
whose memory they were erected. Removals of remains 
. may be made by friends of the deceased under the direc- 
tion of said committee and subject to such reasonable 
restrictions as they may impose ; but no removals, unless 
at the request of the relatives or friends of the deceased, 
shall be made until said committee shall have first given 
notice to all persons interested, by a publication of this 
resolve, six successive weeks in the Mirror Journal, a 
newspaper published in said town of Marlborough, and by 
a notice in writing to all persons known to them as owners 
of lots in said burial ground and residing in this Common- 
wealth. Said ground shall be surrounded by suitable 
enclosures, and shall forever remain unused for a publio 
street, unoccupied by any building and open as a publio 
park. Approved March 10, 1877. 
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RkSOLYE relative to bass and gurnet rocks, off PLYMOUTH (JJian. 12. 
AND DUXBURT BATS. If* * 

RescHvedj That it is expedient, and the harbor commis- BassaDdGaroet 
sioners are hereby requested, to petition the general gov- ^^*^**'' 
ernment to remove Bass and Gurnet rocks, off Gurnet 
Head, at the entrance of Plymouth and Duxbury bays. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of albert l. coolidge. Chap. 13. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the Allowance 
treasury of the Commonwealth to Albert L. Coolidge of cooudge. 
Boston, a sum not exceeding eight thousand one hundred 
dollars, and the same is hereby appropriated, in payment 
for money expended by him in erecting and maintain- 
ing the Massachusetts state building on the centennial 
grounds at Philadelphia ; payment to be made on vouch- 
ers approved by the governor and coimcil. 

Approved March 10, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of the town of west botlston. Chap. 14. 

Resolved^ That out of the Massachusetts school fund of*,JJ^r5^5" 
there be allowed and paid to the town of West Boylston 
its share of the income of said school fund for the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six. 

Approved March 13, 1877. 

Resolve to furnish certain books, documents, and standard (Jjian 15 
weiguts. measures and balances, to the town of buckland. -^* 

Resolved^ That the secretary of the Commonwealth be Town of Back. 
and he is hereby authorized and directed to furnish to the i^kl^a^d^^^. 
town of Buckland a copy of the General Statutes and °®°^ 
copies of all such books and documents heretofore fur- 
nished to towns, excepting the reports of the supreme 
judicial court, as he may be able to furnish without detri- 
ment to his files : provided^ that the clerk of the town 
shall first file with him a certificate that said town has pro- 
vided at its own expense a suitable book-case to preserve 
said books. 

The treasurer of the Commonwealth is hereby author- sundard 
ized and directed to furnish to the said town, from those in meiuwraT^ 
his possession, a set of standard weights, measures and 
balances. 

Said town, after accepting the above named books and To be rcspon. 
weights, measures and balances, shall be held responsible ancetherM^' 
for the insurance thereof. Approved March 26, 1877. 
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Inspectors 
may purchase 
addlUoDal land. 



Chap. 16. Resolve in favor of the state workhouse at bridgewater. 

Resolved^ That the inspectors of the state workhouse at 
Bridgewater be authorized to purchase for the Common- 
wealth additional land, not to exceed twenty-five acres, 
adjoining that of said institution, at a price not exceeding 
thirty dollars per acre ; and that there be allowed and paid 
out of the treasury of the Commonwealth a sum not ex- 
ceeding seven hundred and fifty dollars for the purchase 
aforesaid, the same being hereby appropriated and payable 
upon properly approved vouchers filed with the state 
auditor. Approved March 26, 1877. 



Chap. 17. 

Allowance of 
state aid to 
Maria J. Crosby. 



Chap. 18. 

Allowance 
to Patrick 
O'Kiordau. 



Chap. 19, 

County taxes 
granted. 



Resolve m favor of maria j. crosbt. 

Resolved^ That for reasons set forth in her petition, 
Maria J. Crosby, of Georgetown, be entitled to receive 
from the first day of January in the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-seven, the same amount of state aid as if she 
were a widowed mother. Approved March 26, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of Patrick o'riordan, of boston. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid from the 
treasury of the Commonwealth to Patrick O'Riordan, the 
sum of five hundred dollars, as compensation for a horse 
injured while in the care of the employes of the state. 

Approved March 26, 1877. 

Resolve grantino county taxes. 

Resolvedy That the sums placed against the names of 
the several counties in the following schedule are granted 
as a tax for each county respectively, to be collected and 
applied according to law : — 

Barnstable. — Sixteen thousand dollars. 

Berkshire. — Seventy-five thousand dollars. 

Bristol. — One hundred and three thousand dollars. 

Dukes. — Six thousand five hundred dollars. 

Essex. — One hundred and forty thousand dollars. 

Franklin. — Thirty thousand dollars. 

Hampden. — Eighty thousand dollars. 

Hampshire. — Thirty-eight thousand dollars. 

Middlesex. — One hundred and forty thousand dollars: 
provided^ that not less than twenty thousand dollars of 
this sum so raised by taxation, shall be applied and used 
for the purpose of erecting a building for a registry of 
deeds in said county. 
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Norfolk. — Eighty thousand dollars. 
Plymouth. — Forty-five thousand dollars. 
Worcester. — One hundred and sixty thousand dollars. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 

Resolve for printing advance sheets of the report of a board (Jhap. 20. 

OF MIUTARY OFFICERS. ^* 

Besolvedy That the sum of one thousand dollars be and Appropriauon. 
hereby is appropriated, to be expended under direction of 
the governor, for printing the advance sheets of the report 
of the board of military officers appointed for the purpose 
of drafting a code of regulations for the guidance and 
government of the Massachusetts volunteer militia. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 

Resolve relating to ceutain records of the vice admiralty (JJidp^ 21 

COURT of MASSACHUSETTS BAY IN THE POSSESSION OF THE BOSTON -^* 

ATHEN^UM. 

Resolvedy That the proprietors of the Boston Athenaeum Records to be 
be authorized to depositwith the clerk of the district court u?o?ierklru?s. 
of the United States for the district of Massachusetts, to d^-trici court. 
be kept by him and his successors in office within the Com- 
monwealth, with the records of said court, the docket, book 
of sales, and two volumes of records of the vice admiralty 
court of the province of Massachusetts Bay, belonging to 
the Commonwealth and now in the possession of said cor- 
poration. Approved March 28, 1877. 

Resolve for the purpose of assisting discharged female nhnvx 99 

PRISONERS. • ^^^-P- ^^• 

Resolvedy That there be allowed and paid out of the Allowance for 
treasury, under the direction of the governor, a sum not mlieprS^nere. 
exceeding fifteen hundred dollars, for the purpose of 
assisting discharged female prisoners ; and that a return 
be made to the auditor of the amounts so expended. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of the Massachusetts school for idiotic QJiap. 23. 

AND feeble-minded YOUTH. "^^ 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the Allowance 
treasury to the Massachusetts School for Idiotic and expeSIe^iiid 
Feeble-Minded Youth, the sum of twenty-five hundred '"ep^"- 
dollars, to meet the wants of the school in its current 
and necessary expenses ; and the farther sum of six thou- 
sand dollars, to pay for special and extraordinary repairs 
upon the buildings during the past year. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 
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Chap. 24. Resolve in favor of the Massachusetts chabitable eye ahd 

EAB IMFIBMABT. 

Mil^b^^ Reaolvedy That there be allowed and paid out of the 
?n^S^^ treasury of the Commonwealth, the sum of ten thousand 
dollars, to the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear 
Infirmary, to be expended under the direction of the 
managers thereof, for the charitable purposes of said 
infirmary, for the present year ; and the said managers 
shall report to the board of state charities, as required by 
chapter two hundred and forty-three of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of richard f. Andrews. 

Resolved^ That on and after the first day of January in 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, Richard F. 
Andrews and family be entitled to receive the same 
amount of state aid they would have been entitled to 
receive had his disability been contracted during his orig- 
inal term of service. Approved March 28, 1877. 

Chap. 26. Resolve in favor of edqar e. burritt of sandwich. 

AHoira^coto Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
Burritt. treasury of the Commonwealth to Edgar E. Burritt of 

Sandwich, the sum of three hundred and twenty-five dol- 
lars, the same being the bounty he was entitled to receive 
from the Commonwealth under the provisions of chapter 
two hundred and fifty-four of the acts of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 



Chap. 25. 

state aid to 
be allowed to 
Richard F. 
Andrew!. 



Chap. 27. 

AllowaDce 
to Bei^amla 
Haddell. 



Chap. 28. 

Allowance to 
John Solllyan. 



Resolve in favor of benjamin huddell of salem. 

Resolved y That there be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of the Commonwealth to Benjamin Huddell of 
Salem, the sum of nineteen dollars and forty-three cents, 
the same being due him for pay from the time of his being 
mustered out of service till he was discharged from the 
hospital. Approved March 28, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of john sullivan of medford. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of the Commonwealth to John Sullivan of Med- 
ford, the sum of one hundred dollars, the same being the 
bounty he was entitled to receive from the Commonwealth. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 
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Resolve in favob of Catherine a. bhitt. Chap. 29. 

Rescivedy That there be allowed and paid out of the Allowance to 
treasury, to Richard H. Salter, guardian, the sum of forty- Britt! °* 
eight dollars for state aid to his ward Catherine A. Britt. 

Approved March 28, 1877. 

RESOLTE in favor of MARGARET J. LINCOLN OF SOMERVILLE. Chap. 30. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid from the Aiiowanceto 
treasury of the Commonwealth to Margaret J. Lincoln of zm^^ 
Somerville, widow of Levi H. Lincoln, a member of 
company A. sixteenth regiment Massachusetts volunteers, 
the same state aid from January first in the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-seven, that she would be entitled to 
receive had she been married to him previous to his dis- 
charge from the army. Approved March 28. 1877. 

Resolve to provide for the construction and equipment of Chap. 31. . 
A magazine at the state camp grounds in the town of ^* 

FRAMINGHAM. 

Resolved^ That a sum not exceeding one thousand dol- Appropri^on 
lars be allowed and paid out of the treasury, and the arstatooamp. 
same is hereby appropriated, to be expended under the •^"°^- 
direction of the adjutant-general, with the approval of the 
governor and council, for the construction and equipment 
of a magazine for the safe keeping of artillery and small- 
arm ammunition at the state camp grounds in the town of 
Framingham. Approved March 29, 1877. 

Resolve concerning the duxburt and cohasset railroad Chap. 32. 

COMPANY. "^ 

Resolved i That the petition of Henry W. Nelson, repre- Railroad com- 
senting the railroad committee of the town of Marshfield, HSl^uglteuid 
for an investigation and relief under the present manage- "^^^ 
ment of the Duxbury and Cohasset Railroad, be referred 
to the board of railroad commissioners with the instruction 
to investigate the case and report the result to the parties 
interested; and also to report to the next general court 
stating what further legislative action, if any, may in their 
judgment be necessary in the premises. 

Approved April 6, 1877. 

Resolve providing for the printing of the new catalogue of Chap. 33. 

THE STATE LIBRARY. 

Resolved^ That the librarian of the state library be ^pp'jJpJ^**" 
authorized, on or after the first day of July of the present ^t&omeSt 
year, to cause to be printed seven hundred and fifty copies ■**** **'*^' 
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of the new catalogue of the Massachusetts state library ; the 
general edition to be in one volume ; and that a sum not 
exceeding four thousand five hundred dollars be appro- 
priated and paid out of the treasury for the above purpose. 

Approved April 6, 1877. 

Chap, 34. Resolve in favor of the state industrial school for girus 

AT LANCASTER. 

J"/*"!"!!?'*. , Resolved y That there be allowed and paid out of the 

Industrial school ' *./»-. i i-itii /• •!! 

-forgiriB. treasury the sum of fifteen hundred dollars, for suitably 

repairing, fitting and furnishing the chapel upon the 
grounds of the State Industrial School for Girls, at Lan- 
caster; this amount to be expended under the direction 
of the trustees of said school. Approved April 6, 1877. 

Chap. 35. Resolve in favor of lewis gaul. 

AHowanceu) Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of the Commonwealth to Lewis Gaul, the sum of 
one hundred and ten dollars for transportation of company 
B. second battalion of infantry from New Bedford to 
Boston, and return, to attend the funeral of the late Henry 
Wilson. Approved April 6-, 1877. 

Chap. 36. Resolve to provide for the payment from the treasury of 

certain educational expenses. 

fenSredJcZ Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid from the 
uonai expenses, trcasury of the Commonwealth the following sums, viz : — 
For expenses incurred in the support of the state normal 
schools, including the normal art school, during the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, a sum not exceeding 
eight thousand three hundred and three dollars and twenty- 
eight cents ; and for the Massachusetts Teachers' Associ- 
ation for the same year, three hundred dollars. 

Approved April 10, 1877. 

Chap. 37. Resolve in relation to the harbor line on the northerlt side 

OF CHARLES RIVER. 

SSS^'^hive!* R^olvedy That the board of harbor commissioners 

tigate and report inquirc aud Tcport to the next legislature whether the 

bSTunS^SS ^^' harbor line on the northerly side of Charles River, as 

ch^i^'mv'lr' established by the third section of chapter two hundr^ 

and sixty-three of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 

and seventy-three, is in violation of the rights of any 

person ; and, if in the judgment of the commissioners 

such line should be changed, that they proceed to pre- 
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scribe a new harbor line on the northerly side of said 
river, and to report their doings to the legislature in their 
next annual report, as now provided by law. 

Approved April 10, 1877. 

Resolves provtdino for the printing, binding and distribution QJiap. 38. 
OP additional copies of the decennial census and statistics '^' 

OF industry. 

Resolved J That there be printed and bound one thou- Additional 
sand additional copies of volumes one, two and three of SSS^lJatfau^^ 
the Decennial Census and Statistics of Industry of the ^"^"^^ ^ ^ 
Commonwealth for the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
five; said volumes being designated as follows: Volume 
one, population and social statistics ; volume two, manu- 
factures and occupations ; and volume three, agricultural 
products and property : provided^ that this edition shall 
be printed in all respects in the same style as the edition 
printed under authority of, chapter forty-eight of the 
resolves of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 
and upon paper of the same quality. 

Resolvedy That said one thousand copies be delivered Distribution. 
by the state printers to the setgeant-at-arms, to be dis- 
tributed as follows : — One copy to each member of the 
council, senate and house of representatives who is not 
entitled to any copies by virtue of the resolves of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, chapter forty- 
eight ; and the residue of said one thousand volumes to 
the secretary of the Commonwealth for future distribution. 

Mesolvedy That there be printed and bound two thou- compendtom to 
sand copies of a compendium, in one volume, of the said voiumo?^*"^"^ 
Decennial Census and Statistics of Industry, which com- 
pendium shall be deposited in the office of the bureau of 
statistics of labor for distribution. 

Resolved 9 That so much of the last resolve of chapter Repeal, 
forty-eight of the resolves of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-six as provides for the appropriation of a 
certain number of copies of the edition therein authorized 
for the use of the members of the last legislature, is 
hereby repealed, and the copies now on hand in the office 
of the bureau of statistics of labor shall be held hereafter 
for general distribution. Approved April 11, 1877. 

Resolve in relation TO the FKNCiNG OP RAILROADS. Chap. 39. 

Resolved^ That the board of railroad commissioners be commiMionere 
instructed to consider whether any further legislation is Te^n 



to consider and 
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tog fenctog nil. necessary for the protection of the public, in regard to 

roadB. fencing railroads within the limits of this state, and to 

make report thereon to the next general court. 

Approved April 11, 1877. 

Chap. 40. Resolve in fayor of the state pbimart school at hoksok. 

PriSlJJs^JhSSf Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the 
atMonion. trcasury a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, to be 
expended by the inspectors of the state primary school at 
Monson, as follows : — 

Three thousand dollars thereof for necessary clothing 
and bedding for the inmates of said school, and two thou- 
sand dollars thereof for necessary repairs and alterations 
on the buildings and premises. Approved April 11, 1877. 

Chap. 41. Resolves relatfte to Massachusetts claims against the united 

states, for coast defence. 

SSiSItu.sTr unsolved y That the members of congress fix)m this 
coast defence. Commou Wealth bc and they are hereby requested to use 
their best exertions to procure from the general gov- 
ernment an "appropriation, to pay the amount due to 
Massachusetts for disbursements for coast defence, made 
during the late war. 

Besolvedj That a copy of these resolves be transmitted 
by the secretary of the Commonwealth to each of our sen- 
ators and representatives in congress. 

Approved April 11, 1877. 

Chap. 42. Resolve oranting quarters in pemberton square tothbims- 

ABLED soldiers^ EMPLOYMENT BUREAU. 

te?8^?7pcmber. Hesolved^ That the sergeant-at-arms be authorized to 
Aon Square fumish sultablc quartcrs to the Disabled Soldiers' Employ- 
** ment Bureau, in the Pemberton Square building leased by 

the state. Approved Apnl 11, 1877. 

Chap. 43. Resolve in favor of wiluamr. fish. 

wiKSwah. Resolved y That there be allowed and paid out of the 
* treasury the sum of four hundred and eighty dollars and 
seventy-one cents, to William R. Fish, for compensation 
for an educational map of Massachusetts prepared for ex- 
hibit at Philadelphia. Approved April 11, 1877. 

Chap. 44. Resolve in favor of jane pare:s. 

jiLTpJJri^ iife^oZved, That, during the period of three years, from 
""^ "^ the first day of January in the year eighteen hundred and 
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seventy-seven, an annuity of two hundred dollars per annum, 
in equal quarterly payments, shall be paid out of the treas- 
ury to Jane Parks, of Cambridge, widow of the late James 
Parks. Approved April 11, 1877. 

Resolve in favob of james burke, of turner's falls. Chap, 45. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the Allowance to 
treasury of the Commonwealth to James Burke, of Tur- •^•™«" ^'"'^•^ 
ner's Falls, an annuity of one hundred dollars for the term 
of five years, for injuries sustained by him at the Hoosac 
Tunnel while in the employ of the Commonwealth. 

Approved April 11, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of pmup macket. Chap. 46. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the Allowance to 
treasury of the Commonwealth to Philip Mackey, of North ^^P^^^^^y- 
Adams, an annuity of one hundred dollars, for the term 
of three years, for injuries received in the Hoosac Tunnel, 
while in the employment of the Commonwealth. 

Approved April 11, 1877. 

Resolve in favor of the state normal schools at FRAsuNCh QJiap* 47. 

HAM, SALEM AND WESTFIELD. "^^ 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the in favor of state 
treasury, the following sums expended and to be ex- ^°'~'^®**^^ 
pended under the direction of the board of education, 
to wit : — 

For heating apparatus in the boarding hall, for painting 
and repairs upon the buildings and improvement of the 
grounds, and for exchange of the piano for the school room, 
of the Framingham Normal School, a sum not exceeding 
thirteen hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

For desks and other furniture and painting for an addi- 
tional school room, for exchange of a piano, and for an 
iron fence on the south and west sides of the school house 
lot, and for grading, at the Salem Normal School, a sum 
Dot exceeding nine hundred and seventy-nine dollars and 
fifty-six cents. 

For painting the normal school building and surrounding 
fence, at Westfield, for refitting kitchen and laundry appa- 
ratus and plumbing in the boarding house, and for side- 
walks, a sum not exceeding thirteen hundred and nine 
dollars and ninety-seven cents. Approved April 17, 1877. 
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Chap. 48. Resolve ik favor of the disabled soldiers^ ehploymbnt 

BUREAU. 

iJipio^ment JRcsolvedj That there be allowed and paid out of the 

Bureau. trcasuFy, the sum of three thousand dollars to the Disabled 

Soldiers' Employment Bureau. Approved April 17, 1877. 



Chap. 49. 

Allowance to 
Patrick liiban. 



Chap. 50. 

Allowance to 
Samuel mu. 
man. 



Resolve in favor of Patrick mihan. 

Resolvedy That there be allowed and paid out of the 
treasury of the Commonwealth to Patrick Mihan, the sum 
of seven hundred and twenty-eight dollars and seventy-six 
cents, in compensation for work done on the state house. 

Approved April 20, 1877. 

Resolve in favor op samuel mLLHAN, of adams. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid from the 
treasury of the Commonwealth to Samuel Hillman, of 
Adams, an annuity of one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
for the term of five years, for injuries sustained while 
employed at the Hoosac Tunnel ; the cause of said injury 
being an explosion of glycerine which had been carelessly 
left there by employes of the state. 

Approved April 20. 1877. 

Chap. 51. Resolves relating to the celebration of the centennlal 
anniversary of the battle of bennington, and in aid of 
erecting a monument in commemoration of the same. 

Resolved^ That the legislature of Massachusetts accepts 
the invitation of the governor of Vermont, transmitted by 
direction of the legislature of the state, to unite with the 
states of Vermont and New Hampshire in commemorating 
the centennial anniversary of the battle of Bennington, on 
the sixteenth of August next. 

Resolved^ That a sum not exceeding seven thousand five 
hundred dollars be allowed and paid out of the treasury 
in aid of the erection of a monument in commemoration 
of the battle of Bennington, to be paid to the treasurer of 
the Bennington Battle Monument Association, a corpora- 
tion established under the laws of Vermont, at such times 
and in such sums as his excellency the governor may- 
direct : provided J that no part of such sum shall be paid 
until the plans of said monument shall be approved by the 
governor, and until he shall be satisfied that funds are 
provided from other sources, including the sum herein 
appropriated, sufiScient to complete the monument accord- 
ing to the plans approved by him. Approved April 26, 1877. 
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Resolves concerning the amendment to the constitution rela- Chap. 52. 

TIVE TO certain OFFICERS OF HARVARD COLLEGE. 

Resolvedy That the following article of amendment ^^ ^gP^'^entto 
the constitution, having been agreed to by the last and the coneutuuon 
present general courts, and published in the manner S Se^pJoJie^ 
required by the constitution, be submitted to the people 
for their ratification and adoption : — 

Article of Amendment. 

So much of article two of chapter six of the constitution 
of this Commonwealth as relates to persons holding the 
office of president, professor or instructor of Harvard 
College, is hereby annulled ; and such persons shall be 
eligible to seats in the senate and house of representatives. 

Resolved J That the people shall be assembled for the Meetings of 
purpose aforesaid in their respective cities and towns, in ^^ 
meetings to be legally warned and held on Tuesday the sixth 
day of November next, at which meetings all the inhab- 
itants qualified to vote for senators and representatives in 
the general court may give in their votes, by ballot, for or 
against said article of amendment ; and the same ofiicers 
shall preside in the said meetings as in the meetings for 
the choice of senators and representatives, and shall in 
open meeting receive, sort, count and declare the votes of 
Buch inhabitants for and against the same ; and the said 
votes shall be recorded by the clerks of said cities and 
towns, and true returns thereof shall be made out, under 
the hands of the mayor and aldermen of the several cities 
and of the selectmen, or a major part of them, and of the 
clerks of the said cities and towns, respectively, and sealed 
up and delivered to the sheriff of the county within three 
days after the said meetings, to be by him transmitted to 
the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth within 
seven days after receiving the same ; or the said mayors 
and aldermen and selectmen, respectively, shall themselves 
transmit the same to the said office within ten days after 
the said meetings : provided^ that in the several cities the 
meetings held under this resolve shall be conducted accord- 
ing to the provisions of the acts establishing the same and 
of the several acts in addition thereto. 

Resolved y That every person qualified to vote as afore- Toyot6j»ye«" 
said may express his opinion on said article of amendment ^en^'ent 
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Governor and 
council to ex- 
amine the vote«. 



without expressing in his ballot the contents of said arti- 
cle; but the form of said ballot shall be as follows: 
** Amendment to the Constitution, Yes" or '^No.*' And 
if said article shall appear to be approved by a majority 
of the persons voting thereon, it shall be deemed and 
taken to be ratified and adopted by the people. 

Resolved^ That his excellency the governor and the 
council shall forthwith open and examine the votes re- 
turned as aforesaid ; and if it shall appear that said 
article of amendment has been approved by a majority 
of the persons voting thereon, according to the votes 
returned and certified as aforesaid, the same shall be 
enrolled on parchment, and deposited in the secretary's 
ofSce, as a part of the constitution of this Commonwealth, 
and shall be published in immediate connection therewith, 
numbered according to its numerical position, with the 
articles of amendment of the constitution heretofore 
adopted, in all future editions of the laws of this Com- 
monwealth printed by public authority. 

Resolved^ That his excellency the governor be, and he 
hereby is, authorized and requested to issue his proclama- 
tion forthwith after the examination of the votes returned 
as aforesaid, reciting said article of amendment and an- 
nouncing that said article has been duly adopted and 
ratified by the people of this Commonwealth, and has 
become a part of the constitution thereof, and requiring 
all magistrates and officers and all citizens of the said 
Commonwealth to take notice thereof and govern them- 
selves accordingly ; or that the said article of amendment 
has been rejected, as the case may be. 

Resolved^ That a printed copy of these resolves, includ- 
ing the said article of amendment and blank forms of the 
returns of votes on said article, shall be transmitted as 
soon as may be by the secretary of the Commonwealth, to 
the mayors and aldermen of the several cities and the 
selectmen of the several towns of this Commonwealth. 

Approved April 26, 1877. 
Chap. 53. Resolve in favor op companies a. and d. op the first battalion 

OF CAVALRY. 

forSSiS^. Resolved, That a sum not exceeding four hundred and 

eighty-seven dollars be allowed and paid out of the treas- 
ury to companies A. and D. of the first battalion of cavalry, 
Massachusetts volunteer militia, for mileage to and from 
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camp, in the years eighteen hundred and seventy-four and 
eighteen hundred and seventy-five ; and said sum is hereby 
appropriated. Approved AprU 26, 1877. 

Bbsolve rb-imbursinq sundrt crriES and towns for pathsnts Char). 54. 

MADE ON ACCOUNT OF RENT OF ARMORIES. -^* 

Resolvedj That there be allowed and paid from the Reimburse. 
treasury of the Commonwealth to the following cities and S piymeiST** 
towns, the sums herein below set against their names, in SMmorioT* 
reimbursement of payments made for rent of armories, to 
wit: — 

Ayer. — One hundred and fifty-one dollars and sixty 
cents. 

Boston, — Seven thousand and eighty-one dollars and 
forty-four cents. 

Cambridge. — Four hundred and fifty-four dollars and 
eighty cents. 

Deerfield. — Sixty-five dollars and seventy cents. 

Greenfield, — One hundred and seven dollars and fifteen 
cents. 

Hudson. — Two hundred and two dollars. 

Melrose. — Three hundred and forty-three dollars and 
forty cents. 

Middleborough. — Eighty-eight dollars and forty-three 
cents. 

PUtsfield. — One hundred and thirteen dollars and 
seventy cents. 

StockhHdge. — One hundred and fifty-one dollars and 
sixty cents. 

Shelbume. — Seventy-nine dollars and seventy-seven 
cents. 

Worcester. — Eight hundred and forty-nine dollars and 
thirty-five cents. Approved AprU 26, 1877. 

Resolve to provide for the construction of a storehouse at Chat) 55 

THE state camp-ground, AND THE PURCHASE OP TENTS FOR THE -^* 

USE OP THE MILITIA. 

Resolved^ That the following sums be allowed and paid Appropriation 
out of the treasury, and the same are hereby appropriated, ot^^ow^ 
to be expended under the direction of the quartermaster- Sftenu?***** 
general, with the approval of the governor and council, 
to wit : — 

For the construction of a building at the state camp- 
ground for the storage of the property of the militia, a 
sum not exceeding two thousand dollars. 
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For the purchase of tents for the use of the militia at 
the annual encarapmentSi a sum not exceeding four thou- 
sand dollars. Approved AprU 27, 1877. 

Chap. 56. Resolve authobizing the state board of health to exam- 
ine INTO THE POLLUTION OF SOURCES OF WATER-SUPPLY, AND 
REPORT THEREON. 

Pollution of Resolvedy That the state board of health be and they 

Bourccfl of wfttor ^ 

supply. are hereby authorized to inquire what legislation is neces- 

sary to prevent the pollution of streams and ponds used 
as sources of water supply by cities and towns in the 
Commonwealth, with authority to make examinations, call 
witnesses, and to report, by bill or otherwise, to the next 
general court. Approved AprU 27, 1877. 

Chap* 57. Resolve relating to the indexing of the state archhtes. 

to*bS indexed! Resolved^ That the secretary of the Commonwealth 
cause to be completed the chronological index of the vol- 
umes of archives of the Commonwealth, numbered from 
one to two hundred and thirty-nine, inclusive, and that 
he be hereby authorized to employ for the performance of 
this work three additional clerks, — one at a salary not 
exceeding thirteen, and two at salaries not exceeding 
eight, hundred dollars each per annum. 

Approved April 28, 1877. 

Chap. 58. Resolve relating to certain employes in the adjutant-gen- 
eral's office. 

office of"the* Resolved, That from and after the first day of June of 

l^^n^sen- the present year the extra clerks in the office of the adju- 
tant-general, other than persons who may be employed 
under chapter fifteen of the resolves of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-five, shall not exceed four in num- 
ber, one of whom shall act as messenger at an annual 
salary not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Approved April 28, 1877. 

Chap. 59. Resolve authorizing the appointment of a commission to 

inquire into TilE EXPEDIENCY OF REVISING THE SYSTEM OF 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE PUBLIC CHARITIES OF TmS COMMON- 
WEALTH. 

u^T^revision of Resolved, That the governor and council be and they 
adminwiration arc hereby authorized to appoint a commission, consisting 
chariti^. ^ of three persons, to sit during the recess of the legisla- 
ture, with authority to call witnesses, to inquire into the 
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expediency of revising the system of administration of 
the public charities and reformatory institutions of the 
Commonwealth, and all the existing statutes in regard to 
pauperism, crime and insanity, with a view to secure 
greater simplicity, economy and eflSciency, in said admin- 
istration. Said commission shall submit its report in 
writing, with bill or bills if practicable, to the secretary 
of the Commonwealth, before or on the twentieth day of 
December next, on which day the commission shall expire. 
The secretary of the Commonwealth shall cause the report 
to be printed as a document of the public series, to be 
laid before the next general court, and a sufficient number 
of copies to be printed to allow the secretary to transmit 
one copy to each member of the present legislature, in 
addition to the distribution of such documents now pre- 
scribed by law. Approved May 4, 1877. 

Resolve providing for the supervision of statistics. Chap. 60. 

Resolved^ That the secretary of the Commonwealth, the Board of super- 
secretaries of the boards of agriculture, of state charities, J'^"®'***^- 
of education, and of health, and the chief of the bureau 
of statistics of labor, shall constitute a board of super- 
visors of statistics, to serve without pay. 

The governor, with the advice and consent of the 
council, shall at once, upon the passage of this resolve, 
appoint one of the members of said board as the chair- 
man thereof, who shall have power to appoint a secretary. 

The said board shall meet regularly at the state house 
at least once in each month, and whenever called together 
by the chairman. 

The board shall have general supervision of all matters To have general 
relating to the statistics to be gathered and reported by au^mMtera r^ 
either of the departments represented on the board. Any Jj^n* »<> «taua. 
investigation contemplated by either of said departments 
shall be reported to the board, for the purpose of harmon- 
izing the work with that of any other department, before 
such investigation is nliade, and it shall be the duty of the 
board to direct all such investigations to be made in such 
manner as not to duplicate work, and that all presenta- 
tions of facts be so made as to avoid complications ; it 
shall also be the duty of the board to simplify and abridge, 
when it can be done without detriment, the statistical 
matter to be presented by any department represented, 
and when such matter is germane to that under the care 
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of another department shall see that such matters are con- 
solidated and presented by one department only. 

The board shall also devise a plan to be reported to the 
next legislature for securing uniform records in jails, 
prisons, asylums, and all penal and charitable institutions, 
that the fullest results from such sources may be realized. 

The board shall also consider and report to the next 
general court a bill for securing more accurate and reliable 
original entries which form the basis of the registration 
reports. 

The board shall also consider and report to the next 
general court upon the expediency of consolidating under 
the supervision of one department of statistics the work 
of all departments whose custom it is to present statistical 
matter, so far as it relates to statistics in any form. 

A sum not exceeding five hundred dollars shall be 
allowed said board for annual contingent expenses. 

Approved May 4, 1877. 

Chap. 61. Kesolves coNCERNiNa the commonwealth flats at south 

'^ BOSTON. 

Resolved^ That the approval and adoption of the com- 
missioners' plan which were obtained and secured by chap- 
ter eighty-one of the resolves of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-six, are, so far as relates to the reserved 
channel thereon laid down, hereby withdrawn and an- 
nulled, and the agents of the Commonwealth for the 
(Commonwealth's flats at South Boston are hereby directed 
to omit said reserved channel, in the map to be prepared 
by them in accordance with the provisions of chapter two 
hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-five. 

Resolved^ That for the purpose of completing the pur- 
chase of 'flats authorized by chapter four hundred and 
forty-six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-nine, the agents of the Commonwealth for the Com- 
monwealth's flats at South Boston, with the approval of 
the governor and council, shall have full power to deter- 
mine and settle, by agreement, arbitration or process of 
law, the relative rights and interests of the Commonwealth 
and all other parties, in and to and over said flats or any 
parts thereof, within the limits prescribed by said act; 
and with the approval of the governor and council, the 
said agents may make any contract which they think judi- 
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cioas, with any of the adjacent or. littoral owners in South 
Boston, for the purchase or exchange of lands or flats, 
and shall have full authority to release upon such terms 
and conditions as they shall deem 6t, and convey by deed, 
with warranty or otherwise, to be duly executed by them 
in behalf of the Commonwealth, the right, title and inter- 
est of the Commonwealth in and to such portions of the 
said lands and flats as they may deem it proper to dispose 
of. 

Resolved^ That for the purposes specified in the preced- Approgdiuion 
in^ resolve, the sum of ten thousand dollars is hereby ^ 
appropriated and placed at the disposal of the agents 
aforesaid ; and the governor with the approval of the 
council may draw his warrants from time to time for such 
amounts, not exceeding in all the said sum of ten thousand 
dollars, as may be required for the purposes aforesaid : 
provided^ that no part of this sum shall be paid to said Proviso, 
agents until satisfactory evidence is furnished to the gov- 
ernor and council, that purchases, exchanges or contracts 
have been made by said agents, which shall finally settle 
and determine all questions and controversies, the settle- 
ment of which is provided for by the second of these 
resolves, for an aggregate amount not exceeding the sum 
herein appropriated. 

Resolvedy That the said agents may purchase or other- Material 
wise obtain material dredged from the harbor, or other ha?b5?1/lJ°bo 
material, to be dumped upon said flats, and may build aJS.^*^"^" 
such bulkheads as may be necessary to secure said material 
in place. And for this purpose the sum of two thousand Appropriation, 
dollars is hereby appropriated, to be paid from the treas- 
ury with the approval of the governor and council. 

Approved May 8, 1877. 

Resolve comcebnikg the "trophies of the battle of benxino- QJiaj). 62. 

TON," NOW IN THE SENATE CHAMBER OF THE CAPITOL. -^' 

Resolved^ That the trophies of the battle of Bennington, Tropwes may 
now in the senate chamber of the capitol, be transported u? Vermont and 
to Bennington, Vermont, on the occasion of the approach- J^LatediiSiib'en 
iag centennial celebration of that important event; and 
that for this purpose the adjutant-general be Mthorized to 
take charge of these cherished memorials ; and that he be 
enjoined to use due care in transporting, preserving and 
returning them to their present place in this capitol. 

Approved May 9, 1677. 
87 
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Chap. 63. Resolve in relation to the antietam csmetert in the state 

OF MARYLAND. 

STnulto**^ /?e«oZverf, That the goveruor is hereby authorized and 

cemetery^ be requested to transfer to the United States, the interest 

United'stotet. which Mussachiisetts has in the Antietam Cemetery, in the 

state of Maryland, whenever it shall appear to him that 

the fee and ownership of said cemetery are duly vested in 

the United States. Approved May 11, 1877. 

Ohap. 64. Resolve in relation to the claim op parker and stevens foe 

MASONRY-WORK, ON THE HOOSAO TUNNEL AND TROY AND GREEN- 
FIELD railroad. 

pilkTJ^Sd^ ^^^olvedy That there be allowed and paid to Parker and 
steveni. Stcveus, such sum as the governor and council, having 

regard to the claims of other parties and after due inves- 
tigation, shall find to be justly due them as a balance 
for masonry-work and material on the second division of 
the Hoosac Tunnel and Troy and Greenfield Railroad, and 
a sum not exceeding twelve thousand five hundred dollars 
is hereby appropriated therefor, the same to be in full set- 
tlement of their claim and to be paid only upon their 
receipt to that eflfect. Approved May 16, 1877. 

Chap. 65. Resolve in favor of the Worcester lunatic hospital. 

tAm^^tnl Resolved^ That the sum of thirty thousand dollars be 
niture. allowcd and paid out of the treasury, to the trustees of the 

Worcester Lunatic Hospital, /or the purchase of such 
additional furniture for said hospital as may be required 
in consequence of the establishment of the temporary 
asylum for the chronic insane. Approved May 16, 1877. 

Chap. 66. Resolve authorizino the treasurer to borrow money in 

ANTICIPATION OF THE REVENUE. 

TreMiirermay Resolved. That the treasurer and receiver-general be 

Dorrow money •••••ii »••■ i • ..^. ^.i 

in anticipauon and he IS hercbv authorized to borrow, in anticipation of the 

ofrevenue. •*i?j.i_ x i^ /• 

receipts of the present year, such sums of money as may 
from time to time be necessary for the payment of the 
ordinary demands on the treasury, at any time before the 
expiration of fifteen days after the meeting of the next 
general court, at such rates of interest as shall be found 
necessary ; and that he repay^ any sum he may borrow 
under this resolve, as soon as money sufficient for the 
purpose and not otherwise appropriated shall be received 
into the treasury. Approved May 16, 1877. 
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Resolve protidino for repairs on the state house. Chap. 67. 

Resdvedj That there be allowed and paid out of the Appropriauon 
treasury, a sum not exceeding two thousand eight hundred itetrfouM.^" 
dollars, for repairs and improvements on the state house, 
to be expended by the sergeant-at-arms, under the direction 
and with the approval of the commissioners on the state 
house ; and the same is hereby appropriated. 

Approved May 16, 1877. 

Resolve in favor op the Massachusetts agricultural college. QJiap. 68. 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the Allowance of 
treasury of the Commonwealth, a sum not exceeding five **'^' 
thousand dollars, one-half of which sum shall be expended 
under the direction of the trustees of the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College, for the payment of the current 
expenses of the institution for the present year, and one- 
half of the same shall he paid, under the direction of said 
trustees, for manual labor which students may perform 
who are residents of the Commonwealth ; but no student 
shall be paid more than one hundred dollars during one 
year. Approved May 16, 1877. 

Resolve in relation to the state printing. Chap. 69. 

Resolved^ That the chairman of the committee on print- contract to be 
ing of the senate, and the chairman of the committee on SJi^Vrfn^ng. 
printing of the house of representatives, the auditor, sec- yea^B^""*^^ 
retary, and treasurer of the Commonwealth, the clerk of 
the senate, and the clerk of the house of representatives, 
be and they are hereby directed to advertise for proposals 
for the execution of all the printing for the several depart- 
ments of the government, for a term of five years from the 
first day of July, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- 
seven, and to contract for the same at such rates as said 
officers shall decide to be for the best interest of the Com- 
monwealth : provided J however^ that the contract shall be 
given to the lowest bidder therefor, who shall upon inves- 
tigation appear to the committee to possess the proper 
facilities for the satisfactory execution of the work. Said 
contract shall be subject to all the restrictions contained in 
the existing contract with the state printers ; and bonds sat- 
isfactory to the above named officers, to the amount of not 
less than ten thousand dollars, shall be given, by the parties 
to whom the contract shall be awarded, for the faithful 
performance of their contract. Approved May 16, 1877. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 



The following proposed Article of Amendment to the Constitution 
of this Commonwealth, has been officially certified and deposited in 
the Secretary's Department, as required by chapter 166 of the Acts of 
1865, and if agreed to by the General Court next to be chosen, in 
the manner provided by the Constitution, must be submitted to the 
people for their ratification or rejection : — 

Resolve providing for an amendment to the constttutiok 

TO PERMIT the DIVISION OF TOWNS INTO ELECTION DISTRICTS. 

Resolved^ By both houses, the same being agreed to by 
a majority, of the senators and two-thirds ot the members 
of the house of representatives present and voting there- 
on, that it is expedient to alter the constitution of this 
Commonwealth by adopting the subjoined article of 
amendment; and that the same as thus agreed to, be 
entered on the journals of both houses with the yeas and 
nays taken thereon, and referred to the general court next 
to be chosen, and that the same be published, to the end 
that if agreed to by the general court next to be chosen, 
in. the manner provided by the constitution, it may be sub- 
mitted to the people for their approval and ratification, in 
order that it may become a part of the constitution of this 
Commonwealth. 

Article of Amendment. 

The general court shall have full power to divide any 
town into election districts, and prescribe the manner of 
calling and holding public meetings of the legal voters of 
such town, in such districts, for the election of officers 
under the constitution, and the manner of receiving and 
returning the votes given at such elections. 
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House of Representatives, March 15, 1877, The 
foregoing Article of Amendment is agreed to, two-thirds 
of the members present and voting thereon having voted 
in the affirmative, and the same is referred to the general 
court next to be chosen. 

John D. Long, Speaker. 

Senate, March 22, 1877. The foregoing Article of 
Amendment is agreed to, a majority of the members of 
the Senate present and voting thereon having voted in the 
affirmative, and the same is referred, in concurrence, to 
the general court next to be chosen. 

John B. D. Cogswell, President. 



The General Court of 1877, during its annual session, passed two 
hundred and fifty-two Acts and sixty-nine Resolves, which received 
the approval of His Excellency the Governor. In addition to these, 
three Acts, entitled respectively, *' An Act in relation to the sale of 
Intoxicating Liquors," ^An Act to further define the policy of the 
Commonwealth in regard to the Hoosac Tunnel and the Troy and 
Greenfield Railroad," and " An Act authorizing the appointment of 
Trustees for the State Lunatic Hospital at Danvers," were laid before 
the Governor, for his approval, and were returned by him to the Sen- 
ate in which they originated, with his objections thereto. The Senate 
proceeded to reconsider the same agreeably to the provisions of the 
Constitution, and the vote being taken on passing each of said Acts, 
the objections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding, the 
same were rejected, two-thirds of the members present and voting 
thereon not having voted in the affirmative. 

The Acts of the present session may be classified as follows : Acts 
of a public character, two hundred and seventeen. Acts relating 
strictly to private property, persons or corporations, thirty-five. 

The General Court of 1877 was prorogued on Thursday, May 17, 
the session having occupied one hundred and thirty-five days. 
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INAUGUEAL ADDRESS 



OP 



HIS EXCELLENCY ALEXANDER H. KiCE. 



At twelve and a half o'clock on Thursday, the foturth 
day of January, His Excellency the Governor, accom- 
panied by His Honor the Lieutenant-Oovernor, the mem- 
bers of the Executive Council, and ofScers of the civil 
and military departments of the government, attended by 
a joint committee of the two Houses, met the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in Convention, and delivered 
the following — 

ADDRESS. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and of 

the House of JRepresentatives: 

Our fellow-citizens of the Commonwealth, with gratify- 
ing confidence, have committed to our care the legislative 
and executive duties of their government during the year 
upon which we have just now entered. In the Declara- 
tion of Rights of the inhabitants of Massachusetts, it is 
declared that government is instituted for the common 
good; for the protection, safety, prosperity, and happi- 
ness of the people ; and that they have the right to reform 
and alter the same whenever change is required, in order 
to secure these paramount objects. 

The principle thus enunciated in our fundamental law, 
seems also to indicate, in the sphere of legislation, its 
proper objects, and the spirit in which it ought to be 
conducted. 
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Empowered as the chosen representatives of the people , 
with authority to supervise and alter the statutes, and to 
make provision for the safe and suitable administration of 
the institutions and policy of the Commonwealth, no 
■higher incentive to a loyal discharge of that duty can be 
needed than such as arises from a just appreciation of the 
dignity of that trust, and from a manly sense of public 
accountability. 

A beneficent Providence has blessed us with the gifts 
and immunities which characterize an enlightened and 
pro8per6us community ; our institutions are preserved in 
their integrity ; the credit of the State remains unsullied ; 
the courage and loyalty of the people are unquestioned ; 
and hallowed memories and heroic examples inspire our 
efforts and shed the light of a noble patriotism upon the 
pathway before us. Under these favoring conditions, 
and assured of your generous cooperation in all measures 
that will promote the general welfare, I proceed to dis- 
charge my immediate duty by laying before ygu whatever 
information is at command relating to the several depart- 
ments of the Commonwealth. And first in order, I invite 
your attention to its — 

MATTERS or FINANCE.. 

The financial condition of the State is in many respects 
encouraging and gratifying. The great depression in the 
industries and general business of the country has admon- 
iBhed us that States, like individuals, must observe that 
economy in expenditure which shall be fully covered by 
some form of income, in order (p meet maturing obliga- 
tions and preserve the public credit ; and when the income 
is derived largely from taxation, both public and private 
interest demand, in times like these, that the burden shall 
not be needlessly heavy. While there is nothing in the 
present or prospective condition of the Commonwealth 
which either demands or would justify any abridgment 
of the elements of her civilization and progress, or the 
adoption of a niggardly policy in' matters of administra- 
tion, yet we shall doubtless agree that any extraordinary 
outlays shall be deferred until returning business pros- 
perity shall give larger increase to private incomes. The 
bonds of the State are a favorite form of investment to 
capitalists, selling always at a handsome premium, and 
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the sinking funds and other securities will be amply suffi- 
cient to cover its loans. No new enterprises of a costly 
nature have been undertaken during the past year, and 
those in progress are for the most part so far completed 
as to require only limited appropriations. 

Neither have any temporary loans been required to 
meet the demands of the treasury, the receipts from reve- 
nue and other sources having been ample for all purposes. 
Should no new emergencies arise to xlemand increased 
expenditure and consequent loans, the decreasing debt 
will carry a corresponding reduction in the ' interest 
account, now exceeding a million and a half of dollars 
annually, and payable from the ordinary revenues of the 
State. It is a source of satisfaction that vigilant obedi- 
ence to the tendency of the times, both in legislation and 
administration, has improved the monetary interests of 
the State, and inaugurated a substantial decrease in its 
ordinary expenses. 

The amount and character of the public debt, January 
1, 1877, may be stated as follows : — 

Amount outstanding January 1, 1876, • . $33,886,464 00 

Negotiated during the year : — 
Worcester Hospital loan, . . $350,000 00 



Danvers Hospital loan, . . 450,000 00 
Harbor Improvement loan, . 300,000 00 



1,100,000 00 



Total, $84,986,464 00 

Paid during the j'ear : — 
Union Fund loan of 1861 (final), . " . 1,436,000 00 

Aggregate funded debt, January 1, 1877, . $33,550,464 00 

Classified as follows : — 

Railroad loans, . . . $17,768,996 00 
War loans, .... 11,068,188 00 
Ordinary loans, . . . 4,713,280 00 

$33,550,464 00 

Net reduction of debt in 1876, . . . $336,000 00 

Of the total funded debt now outstanding, the sum of 
$20,495,464 is in sterling ; and the remainder, $13,055,- 
000 in dollar bonds, those issued in 1876 being in the 
latter classification. 
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The loaus which mature during the current year are the 
Norwich and Worcester Railroad loan of $400,000; a 
portion of the Union Fund loan of 1862, amounting to 
$400,000; and the last instalment of $50,000 of the 
Northampton Lunatic Hospital loan of 1857. The re- 
demption of these loans is fully provided for by the sink- 
ing funds and other means applicable thereto. 

The reduction of the ordinary expenses of the govern- 
ment contemplated by the legislation of 1876 will show 
very satisfactory results, although the operation of some 
of the statutes looking in that direction did not take effect 
till the year was somewhat advanced. With their full 
application from the present time, the estimates for 1877 
may be stated as follows : — 

Ordinary and exceptional payments from reve- 
nue, $4,771,300 00 

Ordinary revenue of the year, including cash 
on that account in the treasury, . • • $4,006,123 00 

From these estimates, it will be seen that a state tax of 
$1,200,000 to $1,400,000 will be required to meet the 
probable deficit, and furnish the treasury with sufficient 
means for its accruing wants, in anticipation of the rev- 
enues of 1878. With a state tax thus reduced by more 
than a million of dollars below the average for the last 
fifteen years, many of which were burdened with heavy 
and extraordinary expenditures, the financial necessities of 
the year will be comparatively light, unless increased by 
special legislative grants. 

VALUATION AND TAXATION. 

The decline in business prosperity, so generally ex- 
perienced throughout the country, shows its effect upon 
both real and personal property in this, as in other States, 
and the result indicates, for the first time in many years, 
a considerable loss compared with the valuation of the 
preceding year. This loss is, no doubt, in some respects, 
more apparent than real, and the contrast is made stronger 
by the fictitious valuation of some previous years ; yet, as 
that valuation was made the basis of taxation, and assumed 
as the property resources of the people of the State, the 
apparent decline must be viewed and treated in the same 
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relations in estimating our future expenditures and present 
resources. The following table indicates the great changes 
which have taken place in the last six years : — 



Tear. 


ESTATE. 


Total Valaattoo. 


OainorLoM. 


1871. . 

1872. . 

1873. . 

1874. . 
1876, . 
1876, ; 


Real and personal, 
Real and personal. 
Real and personal. 
Real and personal. 
Real and personal. 
Real and personal. 


11,496,678,258 
1,696.699,969 
1,763,429,990 
1.831,601,165 
1,840,732,706 
1,769,433,514 


tl99,921.7ll* 

66330.021* 

68.17 1,175* 

9.131.541* 

71.299.192t 



♦ Gain. t LoM. 

This shows a total loss, in 1876, as compared with the 
previous year, of more than seventy-one millions of dol- 
lars; while in the year 1872, the same descriptions of 
property advanced within a fraction of two hundred mill- 
ions, and by an average of about sixty-seven millions in 
each of the two following years. 

The loss of the past year, therefore, is nearly equivalent 
to the gain of the two preceding years, and places the 
present valuation substantially where it was in 1873. 

Of this loss of more than seventy-one millions of dollars 
in 1876, $48,888,955 is chargeable to depreciation of real 
estate, and $22,410,237 to depreciation of personal 
property. 

If we carry the analysis one step ferther, we find that 
sixty-six millions are chargeable to depreciation of prop- 
erty held in the cities, which have gradually become the 
centres of manufacturing industry as well as of traffic. 
This depreciation may therefore the more readily and cer- 
tainly be assigned to the depression of business, and its 
revival may reasonably be expected to bring a correspond- 
ing appreciation and recovery. 

In my former address to the General Court, in January 
last, I called special attention to the fact that the important 
increase in our public expenses, and consequently in the 
burden of taxation, was chargeable to the counties, cities 
and towns, rather than to extravagance in conducting the 
affairs of the Commonwealth, as shown by the relative 
increase of the respective classes of debt ; and also to the 
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recent salutary legislation for limiting municipal indebted- 
ness. , It is gratifying to note that the people appear to 
have rightly apprehended the lesson taught both by the 
increase of expenses and by the depreciation of real and 
personal property ; and the returns of the last year give 
promising indication of a growing economy in the amount 
of municipal expenses, which, in some degree, compensates 
for the losses in valuation. The aggregate of these 
expenses in 1875 was $27,712,«396, and in 1876 the 
aggregate was $24,800,742, showing a decrease of 
$2,915,867, or upwards often per cent. 

There is no reason to doubt that the property exhibit- 
and the industrial prosperity of Massachusetts will compare 
favorably with those of any of the older States of the 
Union under a corresponding statement ; and the sales of 
real estate which have taken place during the past few 
months give hope that the minimum of depreciation has 
been reached, and that we are already on the ascending 
plane of recuperation and increase. 

SAVINGS BANKS. 

The reports of the Savings Banks for the year ending 
October 31, 1876, show a small increase in the amount on 
deposit, including dividends credited to the deposit 
account; and for the first time in eleven years, a slight 
excess of withdrawals over the amount deposited during 
the year. The following is the official statement : — 

The total amount of deposit account in 1876, 

was $248,840,732 66 

The total amount of deposit account in 1875, 

was . 287,848,963 21 

Increase m 1876, $5,491,769 45 

The total arooont withdrawn, including divi- 
dends in 1876, was $52,120,524 02 

The total amount deposited in 1876, was . 49,776,771 08 

Excess of withdrawals over deposits in 1876, • $2,343,752 94 

The Act of 1876, revising previous legislation relating 
to these institutions, did not take effect until the first of 
October ; and sufficient time has not yet elapsed to test its 
workings by experience. 
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The managemeDt of the Savings Banks is more than 
usually conseryativey and those to whose charge they are 
intrusted have full confidence in their soundness. 



THE DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

The decennial .census of voters provided for by the 
Constitution, and that of the people and industries pro- 
vided for by. statute, for the year 1875, was completed 
within the time prescribed ; the apportionment of senators 
and representatives was made according to* requirement, 
and now the results of the entire census have been given 
to the public. 

The system adopted for the enumeration of 1875, sought 
to secure information regarding all conditions of the peo- 
ple, and all facts relating to their productions. The feature 
that distinguished the recent fronl all preceding enumera- 
tions, is, that written replies to printed questions on prop- 
erly prepared blanks, were required from the inhabitants ; 
hitherto questions have been proposed and answered ver- 
bally. The advantages of this new method have proved to 
be exceedingly important, and the disadvantages no greater 
than under the old system. 

The success of this system gives evidence of the intel- 
ligence and patriotism of the inhabitants of the Common- 
wealth, in furthering the efforts of the government to 
learn their exact condition and resources; and has fur- 
nished a mass of facts which, proi>erly classified and 
presented, forms a fitting contribution to the science 
which underlies all wise legislation, and supplies a clear 
and intelligent analysis of what constitutes the social, 
civil and industrial elements of the State at the close of 
the first century of national life. 

It is gratifying to learn that the population has increased 
from 1,267,030 in 1865 to 1,651,912 in 1875, a gain of 
80.38 per cent. ; while the productions of the State, on a 
gold basis, have grown from $315,715,877 in 1865 to 
1571,319,165 in 1875, an advance of $255,603,288, or 
little less than 80 per cent. 

The census developed the necessity of more uniformity 
in the general statistics of the State, and in the methods 
of keeping the records of public institutions. A central 
control of all statistical matters would secure simplifica- 
tion, avoid the duplication of work which now exists in 
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some instances, and ensure uniformity and intimacy of 
connection in the presentation of facts by the several 
departments whose custom it is to report statistical infor^ 
mation. 

INSURANCE. 

The opportunity to obtain statistics of great value to 
insurers and insured, afforded by the taking of the decen- 
nial census, was availed of by the Insurance department. 
The manufacturing statistics thus obtained have been clas- 
sified with special reference to the business of insurance, 
and the same will be found in the forthcoming report of 
the Commissioner. In the same connection will be given ' 
a schedule of all the fires which have occurred in the State 
during the year. It appears from the returns last made to ; 

the Insurance department, that the outstanding insurance 
upon property, real and personal, in this State, amounts 
to more than $800,000,000. Of this amount, the stock 
and mutual companies of this State carry $450,000,000, 
while $350,000,000 is carried by companies of other 
States and countries. The annual cash premiums are 
about $7,000,000 ; and the amount paid for losses by fire, 
for the past three years has averaged about 45 per cent, 
of the gross premiums. One hundred and thirty-seven 
companies of other States and cotuntries are now duly 
authorized to transact business in this State, having an 
aggregate capital of $50,000,000. Seven hundred and 
fifty-three bonds of agents of companies have been exam- 
ined and approved by the Commissioner during the year, 
as the law now requires. The cash capital of our home 
companies amounts to $8,324,200. 

By the provisions of chapter 83 of the Acts of 1876, it 
is made the duty of the Insurance Commissioner to exam- • | 

ine annually the accounts of all receivers of insurance 
companies appointed by the Supreme Judicial Court ; and 
in conformity thereto these accounts, twenty-nine in num- 
ber, have been carefully examined, and the details will 
appear in his annual report. 

In the department of Life Insurance, the valuation of 
the old policies of all the companies doing business in the 
State is nearly completed. By a recent decision of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, companies of other States doing 
business in Massachusetts are held to be subject to the 
provisions of chapter 186 of the Acts of 1861, known as 
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the non-forfeiture law; and this decision will probably 
cause a considerable increase in the work of this depart- 
ment. The full opinion of the Court not yet having been 
sent down, the Commissioner has not been able to deter- 
mine the liabilities of the companies with the exactness 
which is necessary before work can be commenced. It 
may be proper to remark that this interpretation of the 
statutes is Dot in accordance with the opinion heretofore 
generally held respecting the application of the law ; and 
if it be contrary to the intent of the General Court, 
further legislation seems necessary to remove imperfec- 
tions in the laws previously enacted. 

HEALTH AND VITAL STATISTICS. 

The reports of the State Board of Health present a mass 
of sanitary information of the highest interest and value, 
and the labors of the Board in disseminating information 
respecting the health of individuals and towns, have been 
effective in preventing and abating niany nuisances under 
the law relating to noxious and offensive trades, passed in 
1871. The character and value of their reports are so 
well established, that other States are imitating the exam- 
ple of our own in this department of our civil economy. 
The reports are sought for by sanitarians in all parts of 
this country and of Europe, where they are regarded as 
high authority. 

The law relating to the registration of vital statistics 
seems to be but imperfectly observed, — physicians, clerks 
of towns and undertakers being so delinquent in their 
returns from some of the towns, as greatly to impair the 
usefulness of the entire system. It is believed that if the 
supervision of such registration were given to the Board 
of Health, with sufficient power to enforce its observance, 
better results would be obtained, especially if local town 
boards of health should be required by law to be estab- 
lished in every town, with close relations and correspond- 
ence with th6 state board. 

The Registration of Diseases is another subject to which 
I would invite your attention, as one of the most difficult 
of problems, but one of great and growing importance. 
If almshouses, hospitals, dispensaries and schools were 
required to report the number on the sick-list each week 
to the superintendent of vital statistics, such records would 
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go a great way towards informing the authorities at the 
earliest date when certain diseases are beginning to pre- 
vail, so that epidemics and other forms of dangerous sick- 
ness could in many cases be crushed out at their CH*igin« 
Some plan should also be provided by law for preventing 
the attendance at school* of children who have been sub- 
jected to infectious influences which they would be liable 
to convey to other children , and through these to the 
people at large. 

METRIC STSTEM. 

Article 1, section 8 of the Constitution of the United 
States, authorizes Congress to fix the standard of weights 
and measures ; and sundry statutes and resolves of that 
body, passed in July, 1866, and at subsequent dates, 
authorize the use of the metric system, and provide for 
furnishing each State in the Union with one set of the 
standard weights and measures of that system, and for 
their use in the custom-houses and post-oflSces of the 
United States. The advantages which this system offers 
in saving of time and labor in the transaction of business, 
and the convenience its use would afford in matters of 
international exchanges, if universally adopted, are begin- 
ning to attract attention in the most enlightened countries . 
of the world. 

The Statutes of Massachusetts (chap. 51, sect. 1) pre- 
scribe what weights and measures only shall be lawful in 
this Commonwealth, and do not include the metric system. 
It is therefore thought expedient to inquire whether our 
statutes are in conflict with the National Constitution or 
laws, and whether the metric system should not be in- 
cluded in the weights and measures which are prescribed 
by our statutes to.be lawful. 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM OF THE STATE. 

The Commission appointed under chapter 43 of the 
Resolves of 1876, to inquire into the expediency of revis- 
ing the judicial system of the State, are of opinion that, 
owing to diversity of character and density of the popula- 
tion in different parts of the State, a uniform system. of 
inferior courts cannot wisely be applied to the whole Com- 
monwealth ; and that police or district courts, wherever 
tbey can be established without imposing upon the several 
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counties aD amount of expense disproportionate to the 
work to be accomplished , are more valuable tribunals 
than justices of the peace or trial justices. They have, 
therefore, determined upon a report which deals with the 
existing system in a manner intended to distribute the 
business of the courts more equally than it is now distrib- 
uted, by increasing the jurisdiction of the lower courts, 
discouraging frivolous and vexatious appeals therefrom, 
and by giving jurisdiction to the Superior Court in certain 
matters which are now cognizable by the Supreme Judicial 
Court, — the purpose being to relieve the Supreme Judicial 
Court, now severely tasked, and compensating the Supe- 
rior Court for the new work put upon it, by causing a 
large number of small cases, such as now come into that 
court, to be ended in the inferior courts. 

The Commission also reports recommendations designed 
to cure evils arising from the commissioning of too many 
justices of the peace ; from abuse of the trustee process ; 
from the infrequency of return days for process in the 
Superior and Supfeme Judicial courts, and suggestions 
with regard to other minor matters which are within the 
purview of the Resolve. 

CORONERS. 

I desire to call your attention to some needed changes 
in the statute respecting the appointment and the powers 
and duties of coroners. At present, the number who may 
be appointed is unlimited, and has been extended far 
beyond reason or necessity, and has sometimes included 
persons incompetent and unfit for the legitimate duties of 
that office. 

In London, there are but four coroners ; in New York, 
four, and four assistants. In Brooklyn, Philadelphia, 
New Orleans and Chicago, two each ; in Baltimore, Wash- 
ington, Cincinnati and San Francisco, one each, making a 
total of twenty-four; while in Boston alone there are 
forty-three, and in Suffolk County forty-seven. The 
powers and duties vested in coroners are highly impor- 
tant, and their abuse frequent and dangerous. They em- 
bcace both the functions of physician and judge, and it is 
said that even the verdicts of juries are sometimes framed 
by the coroner himself. No process of removal of an 
unfit coroner now exists, excepting by address of both 
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houses of the Legislature to the Governor and Council, 
and this is impossible during a large portion of the year. 

THE STATE CHARITIES. 

In a Commonwealth like ours, under the influences and 
exposed to the evils as well as to the advantages of modern 
civilization, the public charities, the correction of vice, 
and the punishment of crime must necessarily call for 
large expenditures of money, and for continual vigilance, 
diligence and foresight in the administration of our chari- 
table and correctional systems. Of the revenues annually 
expended by the Commonwealth (after deducting one- 
fifth, which goes to pay interest on the public debt, and 
the charges thence accruing) , it will be found that nearly 
a quarter part is paid in public charity or for the execu- 
tion of the penal laws and the maintenance of prisons. 
Few persons are aware of the full extent of this depart- 
ment of the State Government, or of the manifold inter- 
ests which it includes and provides for. Massachusetts 
supports asylums for the blind, the insane, the deaf-mute, 
the idiotic, the inebriate ; schools for the young of these 
classes, for paupers, and for juvenile delinquents; prisons 
of three or four grades; hospitals for most maladies; 
almshouses, public and private, aud charitable societies of 
every Rind. We have two distinct systems of public 
relief for the poor : one administered by the State in six 
or seven establishments, containing hundreds of inmates, 
the other administered by three hundred and forty-two 
cities and towns, in two hundred and twenty almshouses, 
and in thousands of private families where th^ poor are 
supported or aided. The aggregate outlay for public and 
private charity' is very large, amounting to four and a half 
millions of dollars paid during the year 1876. Less than 
a third part'of this amount is paid from the state treasury ; 
but something more than a third part is paid by the cities 
aad towns, and over all the public expenditure the state 
authorities exercise some supervision. 

All the charitable and reformatory schools, and most of 
the asylums and hospitals, have been maintained or aided 
from the public treasury, either of the State or the muni- 
cipalities, and for many of them the amount thus paid is 
rapidly increasing. Thus, the number of the insane sup- 
ported at public expense is now nearly double what it was in 
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1854, while their cost is more than double^ The whole 
yearly outlay for the insane in the hospitals, asylums and 
almshouses of Massachusetts cannot be accurately stated, 
but it no doubt exceeds $700,000, of which the State pays 
at least $125,000, the cities and towns not less than $300,- 
000, and private citizens nearly $300,000. Probably no 
other State in the Union expends so much for its insane, 
or for other dependents, in proportion to the population, 
as Massachusetts does. 

The growth of the State Charities having been recent 
and rapid, it need not surprise us if the system under 
which they are administered should be found imperfect, 
complicated, and sometimes inconsistent with itself. This 
very system is a gradual growth, rather than a well- 
devised working plan. Especially is this true of our laws 
of pauper settlement. Nor is it otherwise with the penal 
statutes and those laws which regulate prisons and reform 
schools. I would direct your attention to the urgent 
necessity which exists for revising and harmonizing these 
statutes, and for a reorganization of the Board of State 
Charities in accordance with such revised code, and with 
the altered conditions of charitable and reformatory work 
which have arisen since the Board was established. It is 
now seventeen years since the General Statutes were 
revised, and in this period there has been much legislation 
upon this subject. Some of it is conflicting, and very few 
of the Acts passed appear to have been considered at the 
time of their enactment with due regard to statutes 
already existing. This is the defect, perhaps, of all leg- 
islation ; but it is especially noticeable with respect to Uie 
so-called Settlement Laws, the laws relating to insanity, 
and to those regulating the separation of children from 
their parents and natural guardians, when such children 
happen to fall into the pauper or criminal classes. 

The labor and discrimination of a body of judicious 
persons, acquainted with the practical working of the law 
and of our charitable institutions and system, could now 
be well bestowed for a few iponths in collating and revis- 
ing all the existing statutes in regard to pauperism, crime 
and insanity; so that the present or the next General 
Court may repeal such of them as are obsolete, equivocal 
or conflicting, and condense the remainder into a few con- 
cise chapters, instead of leaving them, as now, scattered 
through twenty volumes, with judicial decisions modifying 
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them in as many more volumes of reports. The Board of 
Charities has done what it could in this respect ; but its 
powers are insufficient, and its members too fully occu- 
pied, to accomplish all that is desirable. 

I recommend the appointment of a special commission 
for this purpose. 

The separate establishments maintained by the Com- 
monwealth for the treatment of insanity, for the relief of 
the poor, for the education of dependent and delinquent 
children, and for the repressiop of crime, are susceptible 
of a more uniform and efficient management than now 
prevails. 

These institutions, ten or twelve in number, including 
four hospitals for the insane, a large state almshouse, two 
reformatories, three schools, and three prisons, are now 
governed each by its own superintendent and board of 
trustees or inspectors, between whom there is little con- 
sultation or cooperation. Except the Blind Asylum, 
which now reports to the Board of Education, they are all 
under the general supervision of the Board of State 
Charities, which possesses also certain powers of adminis- 
tration in regard to many of them. The Prison Commis- 
sion exercises other powers concerning two of the prisons, 
at Sherbom and at Bridgewater. But neither of the 
supervisory commissions has any direct power to regulate 
expenditure nor to correct the management of any institu- 
tion, these matters being left to the local boards of inspect- 
ors or trustees. Even these last may have no control of 
the appropriations for rebuilding or remodelling an estab- 
lishment, though they often direct construction and repairs. 
But in this divided jurisdiction, a conflict of authorities 
may easily arise, while the subdivision of responsibility 
sometimes acts unfavorably in point of economy. The 
great expenditure for new public buildings, within the 
five years since the close of 1871, is an illustration of this, 
which has more than once been cited, but which has lost 
none of its force by repeated remark. The union of 
several of these local boards of inspectors and trustees in 
a single board, for each branch of the public charities, or 
some other mode of simplifying and concentrating the 
management of these institutions, is much to be desired. 

The general condition of most of these establishments, 
and the principles which should control them, are set forth 
in the report of the Board of State Charities, where also 
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may be found detailed plans for the better classification of 
the insane, and for the reorganization of the State Chari- 
ties under a more responsible system, to both of which 
I would call your attention. The condition of the insti- 
tutions themselves, except that several of them are over- 
crowded, is better than it was a year ago, while the public 
poor do not seem to be suffering individually or collect- 
ively more than was the case last year. Economy and 
humanity, however, both require that the relief and 
supervision of the poor, whether of the State or of the 
municipalities, should be well ordered and well guarded. 
The system in use has already passed from municipal 
relief without state supervision, to mixed local and state 
relief, and now tends towards municipal relief supple- 
mented and supervised by the State. These are the three 
progressive stages of poor-law administration in Massa- 
chusetts ; the first having prevailed from 1775 to 1854, 
and the second and third now existing side by side, until, 
in course of time, the third stage shall take the place of 
both. In the opinion of those qualified to judge, this 
third method, — municipal relief, supplemented and super- 
vised by the State, — is that which must ultimately be 
adopted in order to reduce pauperism to its lowest terms. 
But while the relief given by cities and towns to their 
resident poor should be subject to sufficient state regula- 
tion, much more strictly should this be maintained over 
the establishments in which the dependents and wards of 
the State are collected, sometimes to the number of a 
thousand in a single institution. The plan reported by 
the Board of State Charities provides for such efficient 
regulation, and would give more uniformity to the present 
system. 

COUNTT JAILS. 

It having been represented by the Commissioners of 
Prison^ that there is great need of improvement and classi- 
fication of the county jails and workhouses, the General 
Court, by chapter 23 of the Resolves of 1876, directed 
the Commissioners to report to the present session a 
definite plan for dividing the State into prison districts, 
with an estimate of the cost of carrying the same into 
effect; and also to present an estimate of the present 
value of the various prison buildings in the several coun- 
ties, with such other recommendations as they deem 
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proper. In obedience to this Resolve, the Commissioners 
will present in their report a plan for such division, 
classification and improvement, with a draft of a bill for 
carrying the same into effect, together with arguments 
and suggestions favoring a change in the laws respecting 
the treatment of drunkards and vagrants. It is believed 
that some such plan as they suggest would secure greater 
economy in expense, and at the same time be more hope- 
ful of reformation, if this class of persons were removed 
from contact and association with abandoned criminals. 
As this subject has already been before the Legislature, 
and is revived by its order, it will be entitled to your 
early consideration. 

woman's prison. 

The Commissioners also state that the new prison for 
women at Sherborn will be ready for use early in the 
coming summer, and that the expenditures have been kept 
within the estimates, and in their opinion no other than 
the original appropriation of $300,000 will be needed to 
finish the entire group of buildings, in accordance with 
the plans approved by the Governor and Council. The 
prudence and fidelity of the Commissioners in this respect 
seem to me to merit the highest commendation. Appro- 
priations will now be required for furnishing the prison, 
salaries of officers, and other current expenses, an esti- 
mate for which will be duly presented. 

EDUCATION. 

From the earliest times, the people of this Common- 
wealth have taken the deepest interest in the cause of 
education ; and they believe that the well-being of society, 
and that the perpetuity of our republican form of govern- 
ment, depend upon the spread of intelligence and virtue 
among those to whom the sovereign right of suffrage is ex- 
tended. Even in colonial days, schools were supported by 
law, and provision was made that their benefits should be 
universally enjoyed. How far the adoption of this intel- 
ligent provision ripened the conception and stimulated 
the desire for self-government, which resulted in the 
establishment of the National Union, may be left to the 
study of the historian and to philosophic meditation. 
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Massachusetts was the first State to enact a common 
school law ; and upon her model the other New England 
States and many others in distant localities, have founded 
their school systems. It has been her ambition to lead 
rather than to follow in the extension of her school priyi- 
legesy and in providing for and perfecting her system of 
public instruction. The method of raising funds for the 
support of public schools, prior to the establishment of 
the school fund, was by tax upon the polls and estates of 
the people in the towns and school districts, without any 
considerable aid from the treasury of the State. The 
school fund was established by an Act of the Legislature 
of 1834, by which, and Ijy subsequent Acts, the money 
then in the treasury derived from the sale of lands in the 
State of Maine, the amount derived from the State's claim 
upon the United States Government for military services, 
and the amounts to be derived from further sales of land 
in Maine and upon the Back Bay in Boston, should con- 
stitute a fund, the income of which should be appropri- 
ated and distributed in aid and encouragement of com- 
mon schools ; no city, town or district being entitled to 
receive a greater sum than itself raised for the same pur- 
pose. The school fund now amounts to $2,066,866.43. 

During the last twenty years, one-half the annual 
income of the school fund has been appropriated by law 
to the support of the common schools, while the other 
moiety of the income has been applied to ^ other educa- 
tional purposes." The Board of Education, in the last 
report submitted, call attention to the fact that the ^edu- 
cational expenses," other than support of the common 
schools, exceed in amount the moiety of the income of 
the school fund appropriated to their payment, and will 
so exceed it hereafter until provision be made for tiie 
increase of the fund. Under these circumstances, some 
measure for supplying this deficiency must be adopted, or 
serious injury will accrue to our whole educational system. 
The Board suggest three ways, by the adoption of either 
of which this deficiency may be supplied. One is by 
making an annual appropriation from the state treasury ; 
one by increasing the school fund so that one-half tiie 
income shall be sufficient for the purpose ; and the third 
means is to assess a half-mill or a quarter-mill tax, in 
accordance with the recommendation contained in the 
report of the Board in a previous year. The Board 
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expresses its preference for the last of the three methods 
sn^ested. The argument in support of this measure will 
be found forcibly presented, and at length, in the report . 
of the Board of Education for 1873. Still another means 
would be to change the ratio of apportionment between 
the two objects to which the income of the fund is appro- 
priated, giving the larger portion to what are termed 
"other educational purposes," and leaving the deficiency 
for the schools to be provided by the cities and towns in 
which they are located, according to the ancient custom. 
It may also be expedient to make careful inquiry whether 
the ** other educational expenses" may not be reduced 
without detriment. Whether either of these, or some 
other method, shall meet your approval, the common 
pride of the people of the State in their school system, 
and the pressing necessity of the case, must secure your 
early and successful solution of the difficulty now exist- 
ing. The amount of the income of the school fund paid 
to cities and towns for the school year 1875-6, was $83,- 
350.99 ; and all the cities and towns in the State have 
raised by taxation the amount required by law to be 
raised, as a condition for receiving a share of tlie income 
of the fund. The whole number of pupils of all ages in 
all the public schools during the year, was 305,776 ; and 
the total amount of money expended in the maintenance 
of the public schools, including the instruction of childreof 
in the reformatory and charitable institutions, was very 
nearly $6,000,000,— being equal to $19.68 for each child 
in the State between five and fifteen years of age. 

Massachusetts has no reason to avoid comparison, either 
of the methods or results of her educational system, with 
the most favored States and countries. She has always 
exercised a notable liberalit^t in support of schools of 
various grades, while the munificence of many citizens has 
made her name illustrious by their noble generosity to her 
higher institutions of learning. 

The methods of education for general culture, and the 
type of educational institutions, have long been substan- 
tially settled. The universities of the world are essentially 
alike in so far as they propose the one general aim of 
mental development and culture. The discipline employed, 
the subjects of study, and the methods practised, are not 
materially different. These will take care of what are 
termed the highly educated classes in every community. 
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It seems apparent, however, in supporting any system of 
public instruction of universal application, and especially 
in our own Commonwealth, that apart from the high civil 
and social considerations already cited, and in addition to 
the mental development which all true education must 
give, it is important that more and more attention be 
given to the consideration of what part that system may 
be made to serve, in fitting young men and young women 
to properly enter upon the industrial career which choice 
or circumstances will naturally open before them. This 
consideration cannot fail to enforce the wisdom of the 
provisions recently made for instruction in drawing in the 
public schools, in the establishment of the Normal Art- 
School, and the public and corporate provision for indus- 
trial and technical education. If we wish to retain our 
population of native birth, and especially if we wish to 
sustain that great middle class of population, who are 
neither so rich as 'o be sordid, nor so'poor as to become 
objects of charity, — who engage in the activities of life 
with enthusiasm, and whose loyalty is next in sacredness 
to their religion, — we must multiply their industries and' 
increase the means and facilities for successful individual 
enterprise. Any State will lose, in the competitions of 
modern times, its relative rank in manufactures and techni- 
cal pursuits, unless through improved methods it can 
%levelop new industries, and introduce into those upon 
which it already relies a higher degree of intellectual dis- 
cipline and of aesthetic taste, and a higher degree also of 
manual skill. 

The success which has already attended the Normal Art- 
School, and the introduction of different forms of industrial 
education, have been so beneficent and decisive, as to 
present their own argument, in favor of the necessary pro- 
vision for their continuance and increase. 

In connection with the subject of education, I invite 
your attention to the need of — 

A NEW CATALOGUE TOR THE STATE UBRART. 

The last catalogue was printed nearly twenty years ago 
(1868). Such has been the growth of the library within 
this period, that the last catalogue, with all practical 
supplements and interpolations, is entirely insufficient and 
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inconvenient, and of little use to those who visit the library 
for consultation and reference. 

Annually, for three years past, the Legislature has made 
a small appropriation for extra assistance in preparing a 
manuscript copy for the printer. It is now completed 
and ready for the press, and the Legislature is respectfully 
asked to authorize its printing, and provide for tlie 
expense. 

THE MUSEUM OF COMPAKATIVE ZOOLOGT, 

A corporation created by an Act of the Legislature of 1869, 
was, at the last session of the General Court, authorized 
and empowered to convey all the property in its hands to 
the President and Fellows of Harvard College, the latter 
assuming all the trusts, and receiving all the powers 
imposed by the Act of incorporation upon the Trustees of 
the Museum. In pursuance of the Act of 1876, the cor- 
poration of the Museum has conveyed, and the JPresident 
and Fellows of the college have accepted, all the property 
of the former upon the prescribed conditions ; and I here- 
with transmit a petition of the Trustees of the Museum 
that the corporation may be dissolved. I also transmit 
the annual report of the Trustees of the Museum for the 
year 1876. 

HARBOR. 

The annual reports of the Harbor Commissioners show 
that the labors of. that Board have steadily increased, 
partly because of the increase of our commerce in amount 
and variety, and partly because experience has brought 
the Board more and more into intimate relations with the 
interests it was designed to serve. It is encouraging to 
learn that during the past year the number of licenses 
issued by the Board for the construction of wharves, the » 

excavation of docks, and other improvements solicited by 
private parties or corporations, has exceeded the average 
of previous years, and falls short only of those for each of 
the three preceding years. 

The completion of two very important improvements in 
Boston Harbor, has recently been announced by the United 
States Engineer, who executed them under appropriations 
by Congress. One of these is a widening of the main ship 
channel in the Ldwer Harbor ; and the other, the removal 

90 
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of what is known as the Upper Middle Bar, which 
obstructed the approach of heavy vessels to the dty at 
low tide. In extension of the latter work, the Common- 
wealth, by the Harbor Commissioners, has nearly com- 
pleted the excavation of a channel from the deep water 
above the Upper Middle to the mouth of Fort Point Chan- 
nel, across what was previously a portion of South Boston 
Flats, nearly dry at lowest tides. By this channel ves- 
sels drawing twenty-three feet of water can be brought 
to the quay wall which incloses the lands reclaimed in part 
by the material removed from the bed of the harbor. It 
is confidently expected that the sale of these lauds by the 
State will eventually more than pay the cost of the harbor 
improvement with which it is connected. To complete the 
work now under contract, an appropriation to the amount 
of the residue of the estimate will be necessary at the 
present session of the Legislature. 

The channel excavation undertaken by the General 
Government in the harbor of Plymouth, although incom- 
plete, has been thus far so successful that it may be 
confidently hoped the further appropriation required for 
its completion will be made by the present Congress. 

SOUTH BOSTON FLATS. 

The agents of the Commonwealth in charge of the flats 
have investigated the titles, the limits of the flats, and 
certain conflicting claims and rights involved therein, and 
have made surveys and initiated the work of filling upon a 
plan which gives promise of economy and success. 

The appropriation of last year was not expected to cover 
more than the surveys and the compensation and expenses 
of the Board ; yet, in addition to these, by care in expend- 
iture, the agents, with the approval of the Executive, and 
without exceeding the appropriation, have built two lines 
of bulkhead for retaining material dredged from the harbor, 
and such material is now being placed there without other 
expense than the cost of the bulkheads. A moderate 
appropriation for extending this economical work, and for 
securing cheap filling from the harbor and from the city, 
and elsewhere, would doubtless be advantageous. Some- 
thing more than twenty acres have already been partially 
filled, and the bulkheads will retain the filling for a much 
larger area. Among the additional duties required by 
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statute of the agents was the preparation of a plan for the 
development and use of this territory. 

By previous legislation , a reserved channel had been 
provided for, the course and dimensions of which were 
exhibited upon a plan therein referred to; and in the 
course of their investigations the agents have discovered 
that conflicting grants have been made to certain littoral 
proprietors, which allow them to extend wharves across 
the proposed channel. The opinion of the Attorney- 
General upon the matter involved in these grants, and 
which is embodied in the report of the agents, shows that 
additional legislation will be required, either to extinguish 
these grants or else to provide for a new channel in some 
other locality before the plan required of the agents can 
be completed. Still further legislation involving the 
settlement of corporate and private claims and rights will 
be presented in the report, to which I invite your attention. 

TBOY AND GBEENFIEIiD HAILBOAD AND HOOSAO TUNNEL. 

It gives me the liveliest grdtification to be able to state 
that the Troy and Greenfield Eailroad and JEIoosac Tunnel 
are substantially completed, and trains^ — both for passen- 
gers and freight — are running on the line without inter- 
mption or delay. The single piece of rock-cutting still 
onder contract will be completed in the ensuing spring ; 
and thereafter all that needs to be done can be accom- 
plished by the force employed to keep the road in repair, 
under direction of the Manager. 

This road, which is forty-four miles in length, including 
four and three-quarters miles in the Hoosac Tunnel, is 
built in the most substantial manner. It has now one 
track of steel rails, with eleven miles of side track ; but 
the masonry is constructed for the reception of two tracks 
&roughout the entire length of the road, should business 
in the future require them. 

With the exception of a few yards of rock-cutting in 
West Deerfield, the work of extension into Greenfield is 
completed ; and a temporary connection was formed on 
the 14th of December which enables the trains of the 
Troy and Greenfield Eailroad to cross the tracks of the 
Connecticut River road to a further connection with the 
Fitchburg Railroad Line, thus making a through route to 
Boston. 
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Some change in chapter 150 of the Acts of 1876 may be 
deemed advisable to accomplish what seems necessary to 
be done to make a suitable permanent crossing and station 
at Greenfield. A new engine-house has been built at 
North Adams, and substantial iron turn-tables at North 
Adams and at Greenfield ; new station and freight houses 
have been built, or the old buildings repaired, between 
Greenfield and the Hoosac Tunnel; and at suitable dis- 
tances, water-tanks, tank-houses, and apparatus for water- 
supply have been established. 

In March last, owing to financial embarrassments, Mr. 
N. C. Munson, who . held contracts with the State for 
building that portion of the road lying between Green- 
field and West Deerfield Station, was obliged to suspend 
operations on his own account ; and his sureties, Messrs. 
Franklin Haven and Benjamin E. Bates, signified their 
willingness to continue the work to completion upon the 
same terms and conditions as those in the contracts with 
Mr. Munson. This arrangement was assented to by the 
Governor and Council, and since that date the work has 
been satisfactorily prosecuted by the new contractors. 
The work upon the forfeited contract of Mr. Muuson, 
between Bardwell's Ferry and Charlemont, has been com- 
pleted by the manager of the road. 

Previous to the surrender of the management of the 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel to the 
Governor and Council, on the first of July, 1875, by the 
corporators appointed under chapter 403 of the Acts of 
1874, — who had previously had them in charge, — esti- 
mates had been made of the amount necessary to complete 
the construction and repair of the road between Bardwell's 
Ferry and the Veimont State Line ; knd upon these esti- 
mates an appropriation of $1,500,000 for the work was 
made. It was estimated by the corporators, when they 
surrendered the work, that not less than $200,000, re- 
maining from this appropriation, could be applied to the 
construction of the road between Bardwell's Ferry and 
Greenfield ; and this amount was so relied upon from that 
source by the Governor and Council upon assuming charge 
of the enterprise. This estimate afterward proved to be 
erroneous, and the whole of the $200,000 was required to 
complete the work for which it was originally appropri- 
ated, and $50,000 additional ; so that the amount available 
to the Governor and Council was in fact $250,000 below 
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the estimate for this purpose. The Governor and Council 
have endeavored to conform strictly to the law and to the 
contracts made by their predecessors or transmitted to 
them by the corporators, in the conduct of the work upon 
the road and upon the tunnel ; and, considering the mag- 
nitude and variety of the work to be performed, the orig- 
inal estimates, with the exception of the error respecting 
the surplus here alluded to, and the extraordinary cost of 
a deep cut and bridge at BardwelFs Ferry, appear to have 
been remarkably accurate. In consequence of this error, 
however, the appropriations were exhausted before the 
work under the contract with Messrs. Haven and Bates, 
and for the rock-cut at Deerfield with Messrs. McClallan, 
were completed; and suspension for a time appeared to 
be inevitable. The work upon the rock-cut was tempo- 
rarily suspended by mutual consent of parties. On the 
30th of September, Messrs. Haven and Bates, and subse- 
quently Messrs. McClallan,. expressed willingness to pro- 
ceed witli the work under their respective contracts at 
their own risk of payment from future appropriation to 
be made by the Legislature, provided such continuance • 
met the approval of the Governor and Council. It became 
evident, upon a careful exanrination of the matter, that, 
unless the contractors should so continue, trusting to the 
requisite appropriation to be made hereafter, the work 
upon the extension into Greenfield must stop, thereby 
delaying the completion of the contracts until next spring, 
or later, and requiring the maintenance of both the old 
and the new lines from West Deerfield, with additions to 
the ultimate cost. The Governor and Council approved, 
BO far as they had authority to do so, the continuance of 
tile work ; and I recommend that a sum be appropriated 
sufficient to pay the amount duo these contractors, and 
such further sum as shall be found necessary to finally 
finish the road ^nd the tunnel. It is impossible to state 
tile amount of the appropriation required for this purpose 
until the accounts are made up ; but it will probably not 
much exceed one-half the amount of the error in the esti- 
mate of the corporators above referred to. 

Fifty-five thousand and forty-seven dollars, received for 
tolls, have been paid into the treasury of the Common- 
wealth. 

Work under the contracts of B. N. Farren, Esq., for 
arching in the Hoosac Tunnel, was completed on the 30th 
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of June last. The engineer in charge reported the arch- 
ing to be of ^ excellent quality," which opinion was con- 
firmed by experts employed to examine it, who also 
reported that ^Hhe bricks are laid in a thorough and work- 
manlike manner." 

The total len^ of the Hoosac Tunnel is 25,081 lineal 
feet ; the total number of brick laid under the Farren 
contracts was 14,562,000; and in all, there have been 
used in arching the tunnel about 20,000,000 brick. 

It is the opinion of the Manager and chief engineer that 
the erection of a facade at the east portal is a necessity for 
the protection of the surface-rock from the effect of cli- 
matic changes ; and, under their direction, timber shields 
have been erected in the central shaft of the tunnel as a 
protection against the fall of rock which from any cause 
might become detached from the sides of the shaft. 

The experience of the past year demonstrates that not 

the slightest difficulty arises from want of ventilation in 

the Hoosac Tunnel, and thus a question which has caused 

much theoretic discussion and solicitude in the past is for 

' the present disposed of. 

Excepting the erection of the fa9ade at the east portal, 
what remains to be done to complete the Hoosac Tunnel 
can be most economically accomplished by the force em- 
ployed under the direction of the Manager, and at a small 
cost. 

An examination of the early history of this great enter- 
prise will show that it originated in a public desire to 
bring the seaports and manufacturing centres of Massa- 
chusetts into closer commercial relations, by increased 
facilities of communication, with the Central States of the 
continent, and with the great natural highways which the 
Lakes afford. The first step in this direction appeared to 
its projectors to be to tunnel the Hoosac Mountain barrier ; 
and during a quarter of a century past, amid alternations 
of hope and distrust, and amid much conflict of opinion, 
the sums required to carry on the work have been suc- 
cessively appropriated, and the people have thus uniformly 
sanctioned the work. It is also a remarkable fact that, 
with a seeming increase of faith under magnified difficul- 
ties, the largest appropriations were made during the 
late War of the Rebellion and just subsequent thereto, 
when the resources of our people were strained to the 
utmost. 
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The wisdom of this great undertaking need not now be 
made the subject of discussion ; and if it were, it is quite 
likely that its advocates and opponents would appear in 
controversy, though perhaps the latter would be in dimin- 
ished numbers. The enterprise has been completed ; and 
a work of such magnitude, constructed at a cost of nearly 
seventeen millions of dollars from the treasury of the 
Commonwealth, and sanctioned by successive Legislatures 
during the period of a whole generation, involves a prop- 
erty and trust not to be lightly esteemed nor jeopardized 
through ill-advised legislation. 

The methods of its future use and management still 
remain unsettled ; and this subject deserves the most care- 
ful consideration, and the benefit of the largest experience, 
that can be brought to bear upon it. 

The corporators created under the Act of 1874 were, 
among other duties therein prescribed, directed to give 
such information, and to offer such suggestions and recom- 
mendations in regard to the management, development or 
disposition to be made of the railroad and tunnel, as they 
might deem expedient, and for the interest of the Com- 
monwealth. This branch of their report bears so fully 
and directly upon the question which comes immediately 
under deliberation by the completion of the work, that I 
recommend its suggestions to your careful perusal and 
consideration. 

The corporators say, after discussing different methods 
of organization for the management of the tunnel : ** Unless 
our investigations have resulted in wholly erroneous con- 
clusions, the practical end to be keptfin view is an organi- 
zation under one vigorous management of a through rail- 
road line between Eastern Massachusetts and the interior 
of the continent. In effecting this, the State should be 
involved in the least possible future outlay, and the 
earliest practicable separation between its finances and 
those of the corporation should be effected.** The corpo- 
rators favor a mixed ownership and management, under 
which the properties of the State would be consolidated 
with those of the private companies, and the whole to be 
managed by a board of directors representing the State 
and the other constituencies, with proper provisions to 
secure an equitable use of the tunnel by other connecting 
roads. They say that '^to justify the construction of the 
tunnel, it is necessary that a very extensive traffic should 
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be carried on through it, at very low rates. • . . 
Now, if there be one principle more clearly established 
than any other, as a result of all railroad experience, it is 
that disconnected corporations, under loose and feeble 
management, and with insufficient capital and equipment, 
can neither deal successfully with connecting, nor strug- 
gle successfully against competing roads. So, also, as 
regards railroad business, it is only when it is done on the 
most extensive scale that it can be done on the most 
favorable terms ; that it may be done economically, the 
volume of business must be the largest possible, and the 
machinery for handling it the most perfect possible.'' 

The tunnel line, by existing legislation, is under the 
control of the Governor and Council, who employ a man- 
ager and subordinates, but in reality they operate the line. 
Such management is not in accordance either with the best 
Interests of the property nor with the proper functions of 
the Executive Department of the Government. In my 
address to the Legislature of 1876, 1 said : ^The idea of 
perpetual management by the Executive Department of 
the State, with its liability to further outlays to an unlim- 
ited extent, and to business complications more intricate 
than any which have arisen in the progress of construction, 
must, I think, enforce the effort to consolidate all the 
interests on this new route, or so many of them as may 
be prepared to enter into equitable arrangements for con- 
solidation, in such manner and upon such basis as may. 
hereafter be mutually agreed upon under legislative 
sanction." 

Nothing has since transpired to materially alter the con- 
clusions of the corporators, nor to modify my own impres- 
sions of the necessity for unity of interest and of admin- 
istration in the tunnel route ; but, on the contrary, much 
to confirm them both. 

The precise manner in which consolidation shall be 
. effected, and how the tunnel line shall be utilized in the 
immediate future, are subjects full of embarrassment, and 
the delineation of a specific plan from any one stand- 
point is well-nigh impossible. It seems, however, to be 
generally agreed, that it will be unwise for the State at 
present, if ever, to part with its control. While there 
are some who are so hopeful ns to anticipate the ultimate 
recovery of the money invested in the enterprise, it will 
probably be wiser to regard the tunnel route iii the light 
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of its commercial value, — ns a means of increasing busi- 
ness and cheapening food and fuel to all classes of our 
people ; and doubtless this view would also be the surest 
way to that increase of business which might ultimately 
bring direct returns upon the investment. A survey of 
the available sources of business to the tunnel route indi- 
cates that there need be no jealousy, on the one hand, from 
existing lines ; and, on the other hand, no apprehension 
of scarcity of business when there is remunerative trans- 
portation upon trunk lines anywhere. This route will 
offer some important advantages, in shortness of distance 
and ease of grades, to great trunk lines westward, already 
projected and certain to be constructed, and to existing 
lines which stretch into the heart of the continent, but 
which now reach the towns and seaports of Massachusetts 
only indirectly and with very limited results. It would 
seem to be within reasonable anticipation that a volume of 
new business may eventually be attracted over the tunnel 
line equal to that at present done over the Boston and 
Albany Railroad, and without imi>osing upon the latter 
any appreciable competition. The advantages of this 
route cannot remain long unappreciated ; and while the 
State should hold itself in readiness to secure to its own 
and its people's advantage all that may offer to a liberal 
and comprehensive policy, it need not sacrifice the future 
by any hasty compromise to its disadvantage ; much less 
should it make any timorous yielding to temporary diffi- 
culties or embarrassments. To strong connections, the 
line offers great and peculiar advantages ; and I have 
reason to believe that overtures may soon be made which 
will indicate a solution of the problem of its future utili- 
zation. Should such expectation fail, I think it will be 
expedient to modify the present mode of operating the 
line by the Stjite, The present law only empowers the 
Governor and Council to impose rates of toll for the use 
of the road, while any connecting roads are authorized to 
run over its track. Security to the property, safety to 
trains, and certainty of transportation, together with 
proper care and supervision of the line, may render it 
expedient that the State should own its equipment, at 
least of motive-power. I should regret the resort to that 
alternative ; but your investigation of the subject may 
lead to the conclusion that it is expedient or necessary. 
In the absence of any legislation for the permanent dispo- 
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sition of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and HooBac 
Tunnel, I would ask your consideration of the relief of 
the Executive Department of its charge by the appoint- 
ment of a Commission, whose members should hold vary- 
ing periods of service, and be vested with powers similar 
to those of directors of railroad corporations, but limited 
by such special restrictions as the General Court may see 
fit to impose. 

For statistics of the business of the line, and for much 
other valuable information bearing upon the practical 
questions to be determined in the investigation to which 
your attention is invited, I refer you to the annual report of 
the Manager, which may be expected early in the present 
month. 

RAILROADS. 

For the first time, it is believed, since the construction 
of the railroad system of the State was begun, nearly 
half a century ago, the building of railroads in Massa- 
chusetts practically ceased during the last year. A few 
miles of additional or connecting tracks were built by old 
corporations, but no new enterprise was inaugurated. 
Since the financial panic of 1873, the decrease in this 
respect has been marked and regular. During that year, 
no less than one hundred and thirty miles of road were 
built, and a much larger amount was in course of con- 
struction 'y the next year the number fell off to forty-one ; 
in 1875 it was but thirty-three, and in 1876 it was practi- 
cally nothing. In view of the too rapid railroad con- 
struction of former years, this cannot be regarded as a 
misfortune, as it apparently put a stop only to unprofitable 
investment of capital. Massachusetts is, indeed, now 
better supplied with railroad facilities than any other 
State of the Union, and than most districts of equal size 
in Europe. Belgium, for example, has a mile of railroad 
to every 5.1 square miles of territory, and to each 2,250 
of its inhabitants ; while in Massachusetts there is a mile 
of railroad to every 4.28 square miles of territory, and to 
each 900 of the population. 

The railroad system of the State now includes 1,837 
miles of track within its limits, and represents a total 
permanent investment of $110,000,000, exclusive of the 
cost of the Hoosac Tunnel. On this system, during the 
last year, a net income was reported of only 5.6 per cent., 
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showing that the capital invested in railroads, at present at 
least, is not unduly profitable. During the past year, the 
total earnings of the system fell off 4.85 per cent, from those 
of 1875, and over 11 per cent, from those of 1873, While, 
however, the gross income of the corporations fell off in 
1876 over $1,500,000 from that of 1875, the greater econ- 
omy exercised reduced the loss of net income to $100,000. 
As compared with 1873, the railroads of Massachusetts, in 
1876, moved nearly thirteen million more tons of freight 
one mile, and received $3,283,315.54 less for doing it. 

Under authority of an Act of the last Legislature, the 
Board of Railroad Commissioners has prepared a system 
under which the accounts of all the railroad corporations 
of the State are hereafter to be kept on a uniform plan 
and under the same general rules. This much-needed 
reform went into effect on the first of October last ; and 
it is intended that the books of these corporations shall in 
future be practically kept under public supervision. An 
effort has also been made to secure the adoption of the 
same system of accounts and returns in all the States 
adjoining Massachusetts, but with what result remains to 
be seen. The Commissioners of these States, except 
Rhode Island, have agreed upon the system, and have 
united in recommending its adoption by their various 
Legislatures. There is certainly no general measure of 
reform relating to the railroads of the country now under 
discussion, of equal importance with this ; and the adop- 
tion of a common system of accounts would go very far 
towards preventing the recurrence of many scandals and 
abuses connected with the railroad development of the 
last few years. 

MILITIA. 

In making the appointments of the military staff at 
the beginning of the year, the oflBce of Inspector-Gen- 
eral was divided. from that of Adjutant-General, and a 
separate incumbent was appointed. The earliest duty 
devolved upon the Inspector-General was a thorough 
inspection of the Adjutant and Quarter-Master-General's 
department, and a careful examination of the state arsenal 
and camp-ground. Various changes, looking to a better 
system of keeping the accounts, and enforcing upon 
militia officers a stricter responsibility for the state prop- 
erty intrusted to their care, were immediately instituted. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



724 GovEKNolfc's Address. 

and have resulted in great benefit to the service, both in 
respect to economy and discipline. 

The most important matter of the year connected with 
the militia has been the Act of the Legislature, approved 
April 28, requiring an inspection and reduction of the 
volunteer force. As the reduction wjis to be consequent 
upon the inspection, and to be completed within a specified 
time, necessary steps were immediately taken by the 
Inspector-General to perform the work required of him. 
Ten additional assistant inspectors-general were appointed 
to facilitate the inspection and to commence it simul- 
taneously in diflTerent parts of the State. Printed forms 
for the statistics required were prepared for use of the 
several inspectors, and the work was performed with a 
single regard to the welfare of the service and with entire 
impartiality among the ofiScers and men of the militia. 

Upon receipt of the report of the Inspector-Gen- 
eral, orders were issued in conformity to the statute, on 
the 6th of July last, disbanding the thirty companies 
found lowest in discipline by the inspection. The public 
property in use by these companies has been returned to 
the state arsenal at South Framingham. General orders 
were issued on the 14th of July for reorganizing the 
remaining companies into battalions, regiments, and bri- 
gades. As the statute reduced the number of companies 
to eight in each regiment, and permitted battilions of two 
or more companies, it was found advisable, having proper* 
regard to the location of companies, the uniforms in their 
possession which had been recently issued, and to some 
other particulars, to organize the force as follows : — 

Infantry. — Four regiments (fifth, sixth, eighth, and 
tenth), of eight companies each; three battalions (first, 
second and ninth), of six companies each ; two batUilions 
(third and fourth), of four companies each; and one 
battalion (seventh), of two companies; making a total 
of ten organizations, numbered consecutively from one to 
ten, and composed of sixty companies. 

Cavalry. — One battalion (first), of two companies and 
one unattached company (F) ; a total of three companies. 

Artillery. — One battalion (first), of two companies and 
one unattached company (A) ; a total of three companies: 
Making a grand total of fourteen organizations of sixty- 
six companies of all arms ; which were formed into two 
brigades very nearly equal in rank and in number of 
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officers and men. Besides these two brigades, there are 
two unattached corps of cadets. 

In consequence of the reduction of the force, the com- 
missions of general and field officers, to the number of 
one hundred and forty-three, expired April 28. Of this 
number, forty-nine have reentered the service. The 
roster and muster rolls contain the names of three hundred 
and fifty commissioned officers and three thousand four 
hundred and twelve enlisted men. The enrolled militia 
for this year numbers two hundred and sixteen thousand 
one hundred and nine men (216,109), as against two 
hundred and seventeen thousand four hundred and ninety- 
five (217,495) last year, showing a decrease of thirteen 
hundred and eighty-six (1,386). 

By reference to the statement of appropriations and 
expenditures in the report of the Adjutant-General, for 
the military department, it will be observed that there has 
been a net saving within the amount of the appropriations 
of about twenty-six thousand dollars. And the exhibit 
further shows that, with the single exception of ^ extraor- 
dinary expense " (the deficiency in which is caused by the 
completion of the fence about the camp-ground under a 
contract of 1875), there has been a saving made under 
each separate item of appropriation. 

The expenditures under control of the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's department, in 1875, amounted to $259,909.07, and 
the corresponding expenditures, in 1876, amounted to 
$127,480.76, showing a decrease of $132,428.31, or about 
fifty-one per cent. A similar comparison of the expendi- 
tures of the whole military department shows $363,630.90 
in 1875, and $165,718.08 in 1876,— making a total de- 
crease in the military expenses of $197,912.82, or about 
fifty-four and a half per cent. 

Based upon the regular expenses and the number of 
men borne upon the roster and muster rolls in December 
of each year, the cost per capita shows a reduction in 1876 
of about fourteen and a half per cent. 

The military property of the State in use by the troops 
is generally in good condition. Breech-loading arms are 
in use by all the infantry organizations except the Second 
Battalion, and this command will be supplied when the 
Peabody rifles turned in by the disbanded companies are 
put in proper order for re-issue. The camp-equipage is 
badly worn, and many of the tents are in such condition 
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as not to warrant expenditure for their repair. It will 
therefore be necessary to make some new purchases. 

No proper provision has been made at the state camp- 
ground for the storage of ammunition, and a magazine for 
this purpose should be immediately provided. Powder 
for -artillery and cartridges for small arms are now stored 
in the arsenal, without adequate protection to the public 
property on the premises, and to the peril of the family 
of the arsenal keeper and of other employes. A suitable 
structure for the purpose here indicated could probably be 
erected at a cost of about one thousand dollars. 

The attendance of officers and men upon the tours of 
duty has been : at inspection, 4,572 ; at camp, 3,387. 

At the close of the year 1875, there were upon the rolls 
6,547 officers and men, and there are now 3,762, making 
a reduction of forty-two and one-half per cent., and the 
maximum allowed by law is 4,134. 

The n^ilitia is in a condition of efficiency and good dis- 
cipline. The officers are men of intelligence and military 
tastes and inclinations, and the bearing of the men is in 
every respect creditable to themselves and to the State at 
large. 

I have recently detailed a commission of five officers, 
representing different branches of the militia and the mili- 
tary staff, to prepare a Code of Regulations, similar to the 
United States army regulations, and covering the many 
points now involved in more or less doubt; and which 
shall also contain full instructions in relation to keeping 
military records, the preparation of reports and other 
military papers, rules of military etiquette, forms and 
ceremonies, explanations of the law of liability for duty, 
and other matters appertaining to the complete adminis- 
tration of the militia service. 

The First Corps of Cadets and Company A, First Bat- 
talion Cavalry, visited Philadelphia, May 8 to 13, as 
escort to the Governor of the State, on the occasion of 
the opening of the Centennial Exhibition, and their excel- 
lent appearance elicited the highest commendation from 
aritical observers. 

The report of the Surgeon-General exhibits in detail 
the sanitary condition of the militia, and the varied and 
intricate duties which now devolve upon his department ; 
and that of the Inspector-General exhibits the details of 
inspection and reorganization, with much other matter of 
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great practical yalue. I commend both of tbeso docu- 
ments to your careful perusal. 

CfENTBNNIAL. 

The great International Exhibition of the arts and in- 
dustries of the world, held at Philadelphia between May 
and November of last year, will be memorable for the 
grandeur of its plans and for its uncommon success. To 
Americans it had the additional interest of being the 
chosen and appropriate method of celebrating the One 
Hundredth Anniversary of the founding of the National 
Union. An appropriation of fifty thousand dollars was 
placed at the disposal of the Governor and Council by the 
Legislature of 1875, for the purpose of securing at this 
Exhibition **a due representation of the different arts, 
industries and institutions of this Commonwealth " ; and 
on the 10th of September, of that year, an agent and two 
assistants 'appointed by the Governor and Council, entered 
vigorously upon carrying into execution the purpose of the 
Besolve. The duties especially undertaken by them were 
the preparation of such exhibits as would best represent 
the public institutions and interests of the Commonwealth 
in matters relating to education and science, agriculture, 
shipping, to the public charities, hospitals, asylums, and 
prisons, and to modes of administration of the public 
offices and departments of the State. In addition to 
these duties, the agents instituted an extensive corre- 
spondence, and held interviews with exhibitors, and dis- 
seminated information and advice concerning the prepara- 
tion of their respective exhibits ; in many instances they 
also secured space in the exhibition buildings, and coop- 
erated generally to the end that all the representations 
from the State should be set forth to the best advantage. 
These efforts, in connection with those of the United 
States Centennial Commissioners for Massachusetts, se- 
cured a full representation of the extensive and manifold 
industries carried on in all parts of the State, and aroused 
an interest in the Exhibition which was manifested by the 
attendance of tens of thousands of visitors, who were 
both instructed and delighted by the marvellous display 
of the world's aggregate of ingenuity and skill. 

The Massachusetts *' State Building,'* to which almost 
universal resort was had by visitors, not only from this 
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State but by multitudes from all parts of the world » was 
erected and maintained by private liberality, and mainly 
through the enterprise and energy of a merchant of Bos- 
ton, who in this, and in other ways, contributed largely to 
the entertainment and comfort of visitors. In consider- 
ation of the public use to which this building has been 
devoted, and the great convenience and gratification which 
that use has afforded all classes of visitors, the Governor 
and Council thought it proper to recognize the efforts of 
its manager by an appropriation which should relieve him 
of the deficit in its cost and expenses, above the amount 
of the private contributions for that purpose. This deficit 
I am now informed will amount to about eight thousand 
dollars, and cannot be covered by the appropriation of 
1875. Should the Legislature, therefore, concur with the 
Governor and Council in the justice of this reimburse- 
ment, an appropriation for this purpose will be necessary. 

In a period like the present, the importance of such an 
Exhibition can scarcely be overestimated ; and especially 
to a people who, like our own, must ever depend largely 
upon technical and mechanical industry for their support. 
Unlike some of our sister States, we have no large depos- 
its of mineral wealth, and no fertile and wide-spreading 
acres under a climate especially inviting to the pursuit of 
agriculture, and promising employment and profit to great 
numbers of population. In the distributions of labor, 
therefore, we must depend more upon the development 
of commerce and manufactures, and upon the culture and 
practice of the industrial arts, than upon the gifts and 
endowments of nature. The wonderful discoveries of 
science, and the utilization of their results in the indus- 
trial arts, are the conspicuous characteristic of the present 
century; and the Centennial Exhibition demonstrated 
how marvellous has been the recent progress of invention 
in all the material appliances which contribute to the 
wealth, comfort, convenience, and social elevation of 
mankind. 

Never before had the people of different nations met 
together under auspices so thoroughly free from local and 
national jealousies, and so favorable to freedom of inter- 
course, and for an unbiassed comparison by social and 
material standards. Perhaps no result of the Exhibition 
was more remarkable than the mutual surprise at the 
substantial equality of the different communities and nations 
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in the products of invention and skill. If Americans be 
compelled to yield precedence to some of the older nations 
in the beauty and perfection of objects of taste and luxury 
in the department of Fine Arts, they were found to be 
fully equal, if not in advance of them, both in means and 
processes of manufacture in the products of mechanical 
industry. The great fact is now more than ever before 
realized, that the industrial arts have been substantially 
new-born within the last half century ; and that the advan- 
tages which have hitherto been conceded to older nations 
in longer practice, and to hereditary or transmitted skill, 
have ceased to be so important factors among the elements 
of international and industrial competition. Literally may 
it be assumed in this particular, that old things have passed 
away, and all things have become new. It must, there- 
fore, henceforth be assumed, that so far as technical 
industries are concerned, the world has no older com- 
petitors than ourselves ; and there remain to other nations 
but small advantages for us to overcome in methods of 
production. The remaining questions to be solved in the 
way of our supreme industrial success are rather those of 
economy in cost, and of facilities for foreign transport. 

The higher cost of the capital invested in the plant and 
in the transaction of any business in this country, as com- 
pared with others, is becoming equalized as wealth accu- 
mulates and the great enterprises of public improvement 
are more and more completed. The cheapening of fuel, 
and the constantly increasing power of engines, are reduc- 
ing the cost of motive-power, and rendering the establish- 
ment of many industries practicable in places where there 
is no large water-power nor other simply natural forces. 
Other nations who are competitors with us in manufactures, 
have apparently approached the limit of their economical 
resources, and have few, and some of them no new ones, 
that are available to meet the pressure of new competitions ; 
while this country has scarcely begun to utilize, much less 
to exhaust, the resources which nature has so lavishly 
bestowed in whatever grows upon the soil or is deposited 
beneath it. As these reserves are. more and more brought 
into use, they must give to this country the economic 
advantage in cost of production, and, sooner or later, a 
large share of the markets of the world for the leading 
products, not only of our soil, but of technical industry 
also. Indeed, there are unmistakable evidences, both in 
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the recent Exhibition and in the increasing ability of our 
manufacturers and artisans to compete successfully with 
other countries in their own markets, that the time is 
rapidly approaching when America will be as large an 
exporter of the products of her mills and shops as she 
already is of food and the materials for textile fabrics. 
The climate and other natural advantages of our own State 
are especially favorable to manufacturing and technical 
pursuits ; and the tastes, genius and interests of our people 
incline strongly to the same direction. Our legislatioD 
should not be regardless of these peculiar features of our 
industrial opportunities and necessities. 

But while the representations just made of the industry 
and skill and general intelligence of our citizens show 
largely the basis of our prosperity, and their uniform 
excellence indicates a gratifying result in comparisons of 
progress, still it would be fatal to suppose that we have 
much more than made a good beginning in that grander 
career which the future is sure to open before us, and the 
demands of which are already forcibly presented. We 
must not only multiply the varieties of our pursuits, but we 
must seek to perfect the quality of our fabrics ; and as we 
make provision for educating every child in the State, we 
ought also to reap the economic advantage which may be 
derived from trained intelligence and skilled labor as 
contrasted with ignorance, in all branches of industry. 

With the greatly diminished cost of iron, and the 
abundance of available timber, the country ought also to 
immediately restore its commercial tonnage, and recover 
its just participation in the carrying trade of the world. 
The products of American industry could be largely 
carried in American ships; especially do we need to be 
relieved from the reproach of having our American diplo- 
matists and mails carried only under foreign flags; and 
Massachusetts must not forego her just part in efforts to 
this end, until our national ensign floats freely again amoi^ 
the shipping of all the leading commercial ports of the 
world. 

Senators and Bepre$entaJUve$ : 

I would, if possible, impress your minds with a new 
sense of the grandeur of our country, and of the priceless 
heritage of a Commonwealth which has infused its prin- 
ciples, its laws, and its enterprise so largely into American 
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civilization. I would appeal to your highest intelligence 
and manliest fidelity in discharging the duties and obliga- 
tions which you now assume on its behalf. I would 
summon from the sleeping past the spirits of the sainted 
and immortal patriots who trod this soil and breathed this 
atmosphere in other days, and make them living teachers 
again by precept and example. In these hours of public 
anxiety, I would inspire your faith in God, and your 
loyalty to liberty, to justice, and to humanity. Sur- 
rounded on every hand by memorials of heroic valor and 
milrtial sacrifice, let us remember that if it be brave and 
decorous to die for one's State, or one's country, it is 
equally noble to live for its service, and in the days of 
peril to bury beneath its altars our partisan strifes and 
personal ambitions. The real greatness of a State consists 
not in the extent of its territory, not in the fertility of its 
soil, not in the richness of its deposits, but in the nobility 
of its institutions, the justice of its laws, and the virtues 
of its people. 

I adjure you so to discharge the duties of legislation 
that your work shall remain unchallenged by history, and 
unregretted by posterity; that you so strengthen the 
power of the Commonwealth that it shall continue to be, 
what it always has been, — one of the firmest pillars of the 
Bepublic ; and that, together, they shall survive the vicissi- 
tudes and conflicts of time, and go on amid the plaudits of 
succeeding generations, in their endless career of increasing 
greatness and renown. 
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THE FOLLOWIN^a SPECIAL 00MMCJNICATI0N8 WERE MADE BY HIS 

EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, TO THE LEGISLATURE, 

DUBUNO THE ANNUAL SESSION. 

[To the House of Representatives, January 9.] 

I have the honor herewith to transmit, for the informa- 
tion and use of the General Court, the annual reports for 
the year 1876, of the Surgeon-General of the Common- 
wealth ; the Commissioners of Inland Fisheries ; the Chief 
Detective of the Commonwealth ; and the Report of the 
Commission appointed under the provisions of chapter 43 
of the Resolves of the year 1876, to inquire into the expe- 
diency of revising the judicial system of the Common- 
wealth. 

I also transmit a communication addressed to me by His 
Excellency the Governor of the State of Vermont, enclos- 
ing a copy of an Act passed by the Legislature of that 
State. 

[To the Senate, January 23.] 

I have the honor herewith to transmit, for the informa- 
tion and use of the General Court, the Annual Report for 
the year 1876, of the Agents of the Commonwealth for the 
Commonwealth Flats at South Boston. 

I also transmit the Report, for the year 1876, of the 
Inspector-General of the Commonwealth. 

[To the Senate, January 30.] 

I have the honor herewith to transmit for the use and 
information of the General Court, the Sixth Annual Report 
of the Commissioners of Prisons. 
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[To the Senate, January 3L] 

In compliance vfiih the provisions of chapter 50 of the 
Eesolves of the year 1860, 1 have the honor herewith to lay 
before the General Court a report of the pardons issued by 
the Governor and Council during the year 1876. 

Of the sixty-four convicts thus set at liberty, twenty- 
one were in the state prison ; thirty-five in houses of cor- 
rection ; four in jails ; and four in the house of industry. 
In nineteen cases sickness was the controlling reason for 
granting the pardon, and in six of these cases it has been 
ascertained that death took place shortly after release. 

No. 1. John Farrell. Convicted of assault on two 
indictments : Superior Court, Worcester County, May 21, 
1874. Sentenced to two years in the house of correction. 
Pardon granted January 21, 1876, on the recommendation 
of the District Attorney and the officers of the 4iouse of 
correction, because his health was greatly impaired and his 
mind seriously affected by injuries to his head received 
during imprisonment. 

No. 2. Dennis Green. Convicted of rape : Superior 
Court, Bristol County, December 15, 1870. Sentenced 
to the state priison for life. Pardon granted February 4, 
1876, on the petition of Mayor Davenport, Judge Blais- 
dell. City Marshall Wright, John S. Brayton, S. Angier 
Chace, R. T. Davis, Chas. P. Stickney, Geo. O. Fair- 
banks, and other citizens of Fall River. Satisfactory 
evidence was presented to the Council that the prisoner 
was not conscious of having committed the crime of which 
he was convicted. The District Attorney certified that he 
had already served as long a time as he would have been 
sentenced if at that time the court had had any discretion 
in such cases. 

No. 3. James F. Barrows. Convicted of larceny in 
a building : First District Court of Southern Worcester, 
May 10, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
one year. Pardon granted February iO, 1876, on the 
petition of Justice Clark Jillson and Sheriff Sprague, 
because (1) of his prompt and heroic defence of a turn- 
key who was violently assaulted while in the discharge of 
his duty ; (2) the good effect of his pardon upon the dis- 
cipline of the prison ; (3) his uniformly good conduct 
during imprisonment. 

No. 4. Mary French. Convicted of assault and 
battery : Superior Court, Suffolk County, January term. 
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1876. Sentenced to pay a fine and costs, amounting 
altogether to $44.70, and in default thereof committed to 
the house of industry. Pardon granted February 10, 
1876, on the petition of M. J. Croak and Patrick Barry. 
The convict had an infant child in prison with her and 
two young children at home requiring her care. Her 
husband was a poor man out of employment, and unable 
to pay the fine. She had always before been regarded 
as a peaceable women. 

No. 5. John J. Maloke. Convicted of larceny 
before Edward J. «(ones, Esq., Trial Justice of Juvenile 
Offenders for Suffolk County, December 17, 1875. Sen- 
tenced to four months in the house of industry. Pardon 
granted February 17, 1876, on the petition of Rev. 
W. A. Blenkiusop, Geo. A. Doane, N. B. Freeman, 
A. H. Gw)venor and others, with the recommendation of 
the justice who sentenced him, because he was convinced 
from evidence discovered since the trial that the sentence 
was unduly severe and that his term of imprisonment 
should be abridged. 

No. 6. John Leary. Convicted of breaking and 
entering: Superior Court, Suffolk County, September 
13, 1875. Sentenced to two years in the house of cor- 
rection. Pardon granted March 11, 1876. The prison 
physician certified that the prisoner waa very sick with 
consumption and could not live many days. He was 
received by friends who would give him proper care. 
He died within a few days after his release. 

No. 7. James Murphy. Convicted of larceny: Supe- 
rior Court, Hampden County, December term, 1875. 
Sentenced to the house of correction for six months. 
Pardon granted March 16, 1876, on the petition of Judge 
James H. Morton, Sheriff Bradley, Rev. William Rice, 
Robert O. Morris, Geo. M. Stearns, Wm. S. Shurtleff, 
S. B. Spooner, and other citizens of Springfield, because 
satisfactory evidence was presented to the Council that he 
was very sick with consumption and would probably die 
before the expiration of his sentence. His family, living 
in the State of New York, would care for him while he 
lived. He died within four weeks from his release. 

No. 8. Emery F. Hunting. Convicted of man- 
slaughter: Superior Court, Norfolk County, December 
15, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for three 
years. Pardon granted March 22, to take effect June 15, 
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1876, on the petition of the selectmen and one hundred 
and fifty others, citizens of Needham ; the selectmen and 
seventy others, citizens of Natick; the selectmen and 
forty-two others, citizens of Dover ; seventy-five citizens 
of Newton, and fifty-four citizens of HoUiston. The 
crime was not intentional, but was committed through 
carelessness by the prisoner, who was a police ofiScer, 
while ih the discharge, as he thought, of his duty. No 
public interest would have been subserved by his longer 
imprisonment. 

No. 9. Daniel P. Cheney. Convicted of assault 
upon an oflicer: Superior Court, Middlesex County, 
July 18, 1873. Sentenced to four years and six months 
in the state prison. Pardon granted March 23, 1876, on 
the petition of Francis Jewett, Wm. E. Livingston, John 
A. Goodwin, Geo. F. Richardson, Charles A. Stott, Geo. 
A. Marden, and other leading citizens of Lowell. The 
Council were satisfied by tke evidence of prominent ofli- 
cials of the city of Lowell that public justice demanded 
his release. An important fact, unknown at the time of 
trial, constituted an additional reason for executive clem- 
ency. 

No. 10. Timothy O'Brien. Convicted of breaking 
and entering: Superior Court, Suffolk County, May 
term, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
fifteen months. Pardon granted March 30, 1876, upon 
the certificate of the prison physician that the convict was 
sick with consumption and rheumatism and could not long 
survive. Friends received him and would give him proper 
attention while he lived. 

No. 11. John Congdon. Convicted of obtaining 
money by false pretences : Superior Court, Suffolk 
County, May 10, 1875. Sentenced to the state prison 
for one year. Pardon granted March 30, 1876, on the 
petition of the warden and the prison physician, who 
testified that the prisoner was fatally sick with typhoid 
pneumonia and could not live many days. He was taken 
to his home, where he died within two days after his 
release. 

No. 12. Marie Adelaide Gautier. Convicted of 
larceny : Superior Court, Suffolk County, December 
term, 1875. Sentenced to five years in the house of 
correction. Pardon granted March 31, 1876, on the 
petition of Joseph 'S. Kopes, T. H. Tyndall, and others. 
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The Council were satisfied that the prisoner was a klepto- 
maniac. She was young and without friends in this 
country, and was sent to her family in France inwnedi- 
ately upon her release. 

No. 13. Owen Dunleary. Convicted of assault 
and battery: Police Court, Lowell, August 20, 1875. 
Sentenced to one year in the house of correction. Par- 
don granted March 31, 1876, on the petition of Francis 
Jewett, John A. Goodwin, A. A. Haggett, W. F. Salmon, 
W. E. Livingston, and others, citizens of Lowell, with the 
recommendation of the justice who tried him, because 
facts in mitigation of the offence had come to his knowl- 
edge since the trial. The offence of which he was con- 
victed was not a grave one. 

No. 14. George Brown. Convicted of assault and 
battery: February 2, 1876, Municipal Court, Boston. 
Sentenced to pay a fine of $25, and committed to the 
house of industry in default thereof. Pardon granted 
April 12, 1876, upon the .petition of the United States 
District Attorney, with the understanding that the pris- 
oner was to be immediately arrested by the United States 
oflicers on an indictment for having in his possession with 
intent to pass, and for knowingly passing, counterfeit coins 
of the United States. 

No. 15. Benjamin Baker. Convicted of robbery: 
Superior Court, Bristol County, December 19, 1873. 
Sentenced to the state prison for four years. Pardon 
granted April 12, 1876, on the petitions of Wendell H. 
Cobb, A. k. Tucker, H. M. Brownell, J. H. Mackie, and 
others, citizens of New Bedford; and T. B. Baker, E. 
Small, Erastus Chase, S. B. Kelley, and others, of Har- 
wich. His associates in the crime, who were subsequently 
arrested and convicted upon his testimony, had served out 
their sentences and were at liberty. His record while in 
prison had been excellent, and previous to this offence his 
reputation had been good. 

No. 16. John Lauqhlin. Convicted of larceny, 
October 14, 1874, and of escaping from jail, April 14, 
1875 : Superior Court, Suffolk County. Sentenced alto- 
gether to one year and ten months in jail. Pardon granted 
April 14, 1876, on the petition of Sheriff Clark, because 
the prisoner had served out his first sentence, and on 
account of his valuable services while in charge of the 
heating apparatus of the jail, and his uniformly good 
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behavior, it was thought no public interest would be 
endangered by his release, especially as he did not belong 
to the criminal class. His escape from jail was somewhat 
excusablci as it was owing to a ladder having been care- 
lessly left against the wall by an employ^. 

No; 17. Habris B. Brown. Convicted of assault 
and Cattery : Superior Court, Middlesex County, Novem- 
ber 12, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
e^hteen months. Pardon granted April 19, 1876, to take 
effect May 12, on the petition of Hon. E. B. Hoar, Hon. 
John S. Keyes, and the selectmen of Concord, because 
it was shown to the satisfaction of the Council that Brown, 
who was a police officer of Concord, without criminal 
intent in his over-zealous desire to arrest a man who had 
long evaded him, was only technically guilty of the charge 
of assault to which he pleaded guilty. 

No. 18. Brian MgKenniff. Convicted of larceny : 
Superior Court, Suffolk County, June 8, 1874. Sentenced 
to two years, and six months in the house of correction. 
Pardon granted April 20, 1876, on the certificate of the 
prison physician that the prisoner was very sick with 
quick consumption and could not live many days. He 
was removed to the house of a brother, where he died 
within a few days from his release. 

No. 19. Thomas H. Lord. Convicted of larceny : 
Superior Court, Suffolk County, March term, 1875. Sen- 
tenced to the house of coiTection for three years. Pardon 
granted April 29, 1876, on the certificate of the prison 
physician that the prisoner was very low with consump- 
tion and that he must soon die. His friends received and 
cared for him. Sis death occurred shortly after his re- 
moval from the prison. 

No. 20. Frank H. Dyer. Convicted of breaking 
and entering: Superior Court, Suffolk County, October 
term, 1873. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
three years. Pardon granted April 29, 1876, on the peti- 
tion of the mother, brother, and sister of the prisoner, 
because there was satisfactory evidence that the prisoner 
was very sick with a disease of the kidneys and not likely 
to recover. It was thought his life might be prolonged a 
few months by release from the depressing influences sur-* 
rounding him in prison. 

No. 21. Orlando M. Palmer. Convicted of arson: 
Superior Court, Middlesex County, October term, 1873. 
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Sentenced to four years in the state prison. Pardon 
^nted May 6, 1876, on the petition of J. M. S. WiUiams, 
Kobert O. Fuller, Joseph N. Bacon, John A. Gilman, and 
others, because (1) it was desired by the District Attorney 
who tried him, by the party who suffered most by his 
crime, and by the conmiunity generally where he lived ; 
(2), his wife, who was in delicate health, and three 
children were dependent upon him for support; (3), bis 
prison record was good, and he gave evidence of sincere 
repentance ; (4), no public interart would have been sub- 
served by his fiuiher imprisonment. 

No, 22. Thomas Foster. Convicted of violating the 
license law : Superior Court, Worcester County, January 
term, 1876. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
four months, and to pay a fine of $250. Pardon granted 
May 26, 1876, to take effect upon the payment of the 
costs included in the first sentence, on the petition of the 
selectmen and others, citizens of Leominster, because the 
prisoner was not able, nor were his fidends willing, to pay 
the fines imposed upon him. The District Attorney sug- 
gested this disposition of the case. 

No. 23. George Clary. Convicted of rape : Supe- 
rior Court, Middlesex County, July 20, 1871. Sentenced 
to the state prison for life. Pardon granted May 26, 
1876, on the petition of Mayor Stott, Francis Jewett, S. 
6. Mack, Hocum Hosford, Wm. E. Livingston, Greo. F. 
Richardson, John A. Goodwin, and others, citizens of 
Lowell. In the opinion of the present District Attorney, 
as well as the District Attorney who tried him, the prisoner 
has served as long a sentence as would now be imposed 
for the same crime. One associate in the crime had died, 
and another, equally guilty, had been pardoned after serv- 
ing less than a year of his sentence. 

No. 24. George E. Jagkson. Convicted of obtain- 
ing goods under £Eklse pretences : Mimicipal Court, Boston, 
January 25, 1876. Sentenced to six months in tiie house 
of correction. Pardon granted June 13, 1876, on the 
petition of Rev. Dr. A. A. Miner and others. The 
Council were satisfied that the prisoner had thoroughly 
reformed, and that an abridgment of his sentence would 
greatly encourage and aid him in his purpose to lead a 
correct life. He had a good home, where he would be 
surrounded by the best influences. 

No. 25« Miohael Taylor* Convicted of larceny in 
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a building : Superior Court, Suffolk County, March 14, 
1876. Sentenced to one year in the house of correction. 
Puxlon granted June 13, 1876, on the certificate of the 
prison physician that the prisoner was very low with quick 
consumption and could live but a short time. He had 
friends who received him and would give him proper care. 
He died shortly after his release. 

No. 26. John Cary. Convicted of robbery : Supe- 
rior court, Suffolk County, October term, 1872. Sen- 
tenced to the state prison for eight years. Pardon granted 
June 19, 1876, on the petition of Hugh J. Toland, W. D. 
Park, Francis W. Jacobs, W. W. Doherty, and others. 
Satisfactory evidence was furnished that the robbery was 
not attended by any injurious assault ; the property stolen 
was returned to its owner ; the prisoner appeared to have 
thoroughly repented of his crime ; his wife was very sick 
with consumption, and in a destitute condition, and needed 
his care and support. 

No. 27. AzRO B. Babtholomew. Convicted of man- 
slaughter: Superior Court, Suffolk County, December 
term, 1872. Sentenced to the state prison for six years. 
Pardon granted June 19, 1876, on the petition of Ginery 
Twichell, James F. C. Hyde, Lewis Rice, Isaac Adams, 
and others. The Governor and Council, upon a full ex- 
amination, concurred in the opinion of the District Attor- 
ney who txied the case, and the city marshal who arrested 
the prisoner, that the ends of justice had been fully 
answered by his four and a half years' imprisonment, 
which was much in excess of the sentence they expected 
would be imposed. 

No. 28. John Forbes. Convicted of being a com- 
mon and notorious thief, and of escaping from prison : 
Superior Court, Essex County, May 15, 1865. Sentenced 
{^together to twenty-three years and six months in the 
state prison. Pardon granted June 30, 1876, on the peti- 
tion of the prisoner's sister, Mrs. Charles Snydam of New 
York, and many respectable citizens of New York City 
and Brooklyn, for the following reasons : His crimes, 
although numerous, had never been against the person or 
attended with breaking and entering, but generally con- 
sisted of larcenies of property of small value. His term 
of imprisonment had been very long, and his conduct, 
except in one instance, good. He had fri^ds in New 
York who would furnish him with useful employment and 
give him a good home. 
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No. 29. Edward Knight. Convicted of breaking and 
entering : Superior- Court, Essex County, October term, 
1874. Sentenced to the state prison for three years. 
Pardon granted June 30, 1876, on the petition of IVancis 
J. Parker and Messrs. Allan Sogers, F. J. Babson, David 
W. Low, Benj. H. Corliss, Aaron Parsons, Francis Proc- 
tor, and nearly fifty others, respectable citizens of Glouces- 
ter, because satisfactory evidence was furnished he had 
thoroughly reformed and was sincerely penitent for the 
crime, which was of a trivial character, and would be sur- 
rounded by better influences than formerly. Many prom- 
inent citizens of Gloucester stood ready to aid and encour- 
age him to lead a better life. His wife and two young 
children were dependent upon him for support. 

No. 30. Edward W. West. Convicted of larceny : 
Superior Court, Plymouth County, June 27, 1871. Sen- 
tenced on three indictments to the state prison for ten 
years. Pardon granted July 8, 1876, on the petition of 
Rev. W. H. H. Murray, Francis Childs, Jonathan Stone, 
E. L. Norton, Weston Lewis, Caleb Simd, B. F. Stacey, 
and others. The prisoner had been in the hospiUl 
twenty-one months, and had undergone three operations 
for necrosis ftf the skull. He was greatly reduced phys- 
ically, and his mind was somewhat affected. He had 
friends who would give him proper care and nursing. 

No. 31. Eugene Harmon. Convicted' of assault and 
battery: Municipal Court, Boston, July 3, 1876. Sen- 
tenced to three months in the house of industry. Pardon 
granted August 12, 1876, because the prisoner was very 
sick with consumption, was steadily failing, and could not 
live many weeks. He had a comfortable home, where he 
could be properly cared for, and to which he was removed. 

No. 32. James Eelley, alias Martin Gilmobe. 
Convicted of breaking and entering: Superior Court, 
Suffolk County, October term, 1874. Sentenced to two 
years in the house of correction at Ipswich. Pardon 
granted August 12, 1876, because the prisoner was very 
sick with consumption and could not live many more 
days. He bad a comfortable home, where he could be 
cared for while he lived. 

No. 33. James Gibbons. Convicted of rescuing a 
prisoner from the hands of an officer : Superior Court, 
Suffolk Coupty, December 16, 1871. Sentenced to one 
year in the house of correction. Pardon granted August 
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14, 1876. Gibbons bad already served a sentence in the 
state prison for another offence, and this sentence was to 
take effect at the expiration of the former ; but in consid- 
eration of very impo)*tant service rendered the warden in 
preventing the escape of prisoners, and of thorough ref- 
ormation, his sentence to the house of correction was 
remitted. » 

No. 34. Charles Williams, 2d. Convicted of burglary : 
Superior Court, Hampden County, December 24, 1870. 
Sentenced to eleven years in the state prison. Pardon 
granted August 23, 1876, on the petition of Col. E. H. 
Ball of Holyoke, the party robbed. Sheriff Bradley of 
Hampden County, Rev. William Rice of Springfield, and 
others, for the reasons, that he was thoroughly reformed, 
that no public interest would suffer by his release, and 
that he would be removed from his former associates, and 
surrounded by the best influences in a Christian family 
and home, where ho would be aided in his purpose to lead 
a useful life. 

No. 35. Patrick Tebhan. Convicted of breaking 
and entering : Superior Court, Hampshire County, De- 
cember 27, 1875. Sentenced to two years in the house 
of correction. Pardon granted August 23, 1876, on the 
petition of Hon. George D. Robinson of Chicopee, 
Mayor Pearson, and twenty leading citizens of Holyoke, 
witifi the recommendation of the Dbtrict Attorney and 
sheriff. It was clearly shown to the Council, that the 
prisoner, who was quite young, did not belong to the 
criminal class, and, although technically guilty, did not 
intend to commit a crime. 

No. 36. John Cahill was convicted at the same time 
and for the same offence as Patrick Teehan, No. 35 ; and 
the circumstances were precisely the same as in that case. 

No. 37. Eugene Darung. Convicted of robbery and 
maiming: Superior Court, Bristol County, September 18, 
1861. Sentenced to the state prison for Ufe. Pardon 
granted August 23, 1876, on the petition of T. Albert 
Taylor, Rev. S. H. Winkley, Rev. Greorge L. Chaney, 
John G. Webster, and C. L. Heywood, and with the rec- 
ommendation of the District Attorney, because (1) there 
was evidence that his deportment in prison had been 
good; (2) he had improved his opportunities for educa- 
tion; (3) he had an earnest purpose to become a good 
citizen ; (4) and chiefly because he had served a longer 
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sentence than would probably be imposed now for the 
same offence. 

No. 38. Geoboe Buzzell. Convicted of breakmg 
and entering: Superior Ciourt, Ess^x County, May 14, 
1875. Sentenced to two years in the house of correction. 
Pardon granted August 23, 1876, on the petition of John 
Cggswell, Frederic Willcomb, J. C. Underbill, John Per- 
kins, and nearly one hundred other citizens of Ipswich, 
because satisfactory evidence was produced that his release 
would not be injurious to society and would be of great 
advantage to the prisoner, who had thoroughly reformed. 
Public sentiment in the vicinity was largely in his favor. 

No. 39. Ebvin Raymond. Convicted of adultery, 
July 20, 1875 : Superior Court, Berkshire County. Sen- 
tenced to the house of correction for eighteen months. 
Pardon granted August 31, 1876, on the petition of 
Sheriff Root and the prison physicians, because the pris- 
oner wa3 very sick with consumption and could not live 
many weeks. Upon his release, he was taken to his fath- 
er's home, where he would be cared for while he lived. 

No. 40. Joseph W. Foster. Convicted of keepmg 
an unlicensed dog: Municipal Court, Roxbury District, 
August 28, 1876. Sentenced to pay a fine of $15 (fifteen 
dollars) , and in default thereof committed to jail. Pardon 
granted August 31, 1876, on the petition of the party 
who complained of him, the judge who sentenced him, 
and the sheriff of Suffolk County, because he was ignorant 
of the law which he violated, and had always borne a 
good character. His services were needed by his fisumly, 
who were in a condition of abject poverty. 

No. 41. William Haskell. Convicted of breaking 
. and entering: Superior Cotirt, Barnstable County, Oc- 
tober 20, 1875. Sentenced to fifteen months in the house 
of correction at East Cambridge. Pardon granted Sep- 
tember 7, 1876, on the petition of the selectmen and 
eighteen others, leading citizens of Sandwich. The of- 
fence appeared to be a boyish freak rather than a delib- 
erate crime. The District Attorney thought it entirely 
consistent with public safety that a pardon should be 
granted, and the Council concurred in that opinion. 

No. 42. Michael Burke. Convicted of an assault : 
Charlestown District, Municipal Court, July 8, 1876. 
Sentenced to the house of correction at East Cambridge 
for four months. Pardon granted September 7, 1876, on 
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the petition of Ezra J. Trull, John B. Hebron, Edmund 
Eeyes, and others, for the reason that certain facts and 
mitigating circumstances had come to light since the trial, 
whidi, had they been then known, would have resulted in 
a lighter sentence* The complainant and the person 
assaulted joined in the petition. 

No. 43. John J. Hanlon. Convicted of breaking 
and entering: Superior Court, Essex County, May 17, 

1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for two 
years and six months. Pardon granted September 28, 

1876, on the petition of the sheriff of Essex County, the 
overseers of the house of correction, and the prison 
physicians, because the prisoner was in the last stages of 
consumption. He had friends who received him, and 
would care for him while he lived. 

No. 44. Patbiok Beaoan. Convicted on two com- 
plaints of violating the license law : Superior Court, Suf- 
folk County, June 22, 1876. Sentenced on one complaint 
to pay a fine of $150 (one huudred and fifty dollars) , and 
on the other to tiiree months in the house of correction. 
Pardon granted September 28, 1876, with the condition 
the fines shall be paid, together with all the costs. The 
District Attorney certified that the cases against the pris- 
oner should have been treated as one ; and that but for his 
absence, th^y would have been so regarded, and but one 
sentence given. He was of the opinion, therefore, that 
justice to the prisoner required his release, and the Coim- 
cil concurred in this opinion. 

No. 45. Abraham Pabsons. Convicted of an attempt 
to ravish: Superior Court, Berkshire County, January 
23, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for three 
years. Pardon granted September 30, 1876, on the peti- 
tion of Rev. C. CoUard Adams, Justus Tower, H. M. 
Owen, and many other citizens of Lanesborough, because 
the true character of the witness, upon whose testimony 
he was convicted, and other facts not known or made fully 
to appear at the trial, rendered it very doubtful if the 
prisoner was guilty of so grave an offence, if indeed he 
was guilty of any crime at all. 

No. 46. BiOHABD Spring. Convicted of (1) larceny, 
(2) of drunkenness, (3) of being an idle and disorderly 
person, before Trial Justice Littlefield, of Winchester, 
July 27, 1876. Sentenced to pay fines and costs, amount- 
ing altogether to $43.35 (forty-three dollars and thirty-five 
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cents) , and in default thereof committed to the house of 
correction. Pardon granted September 30, 1876, because 
the offences, which were committed at the same time, were 
very trivial, and the prisoner was unable to pay the fine 
and costs. The trial justice and the selectmen of Win- 
chester, who were the complainants, thought that no 
public interest would be subserved by his longer confine- 
ment, and the Council concurred in this opinion. 

No. 47. John F. TuLLAR. Convicted of manslaughter : 
Superior Court, Berkshire County, July 17, 1872. Sen- 
tenced to fourteen years in the state prison. Pardon 
granted October 11, 1876, on the petition of A. G. 
Waterman, Frank W. Rockwell, William T. Filley, 
George Y. Learned, H. J. Dunham, H. J, Canfield, 
John Crosby, Jr., Thomas Post, Graham A. Root, Henry 
W. Taft, E. M. Wood, Mason Van Deusen, Oliver Peck, 
and nearly one hundred other respectable citizens of 
Berkshire County, on account of his impaired health, 
both physical and mental, which had kept him in the hos- 
pital for several months under treatment for a disease 
believed to be incurable; viz., necrosis of the bones of 
the skull. His crime was committed under great prov- 
ocation, and, in some degree, in self-defence. 

No. 48. Philip Goldstein. Convicted of arson: 
Superior Court, Suffolk County, December term, 1873. 
Sentenced to state prison for ten years. Pardon granted 
October 11, 1876, because, after several protracted hear- 
ings, the Council were satisfied, from evidence not made 
fully to appear at the trial, that Gt)ldstein was not the 
principal in the crime; and even if he wajs accessory 
(which was doubtful), he had suffered as long an impris- 
onment as would have been imposed upon him had he 
been convicted of such a connection therewith. 

No. 49. Reuben P. Charters. Convicted of driving 
faster than the law allowp: Municipal Court, Boston, 
August 22, 1876. Sentenced to pay a fine and costs, 
amounting to $30 (thirty dollars), and committed to jail 
in default thereof. Pardon granted October 11, 1876, on 
the petition of Sheriff Clark, Peter Butler, and Thomas 
F. Temple, because there was satisfactory evidence Hiat 
no crime was intended, it being a case of criminal care- 
lessness resulting in no harm to anybody. The prisoner 
had always borne a good reputation, and had a wife and 
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sereral small children dependent upon his earnings for 
support. 

No. 50. Anna Evekett. Convicted of larceny in a 
building: Superior Court, Suffolk County, October 13, 
1874. Sentenced to three years in the house of correc- 
tion at East Cambridge. Pardon granted October 20, 
1876, on the petition of the master and physician of the 
house of correction, because the prisoner was fatally sick 
with consumption and would probably live but a short 
time. Upon leaving the jail, she was received into the 
Consumptives' Home, in Boston, where she would be 
properly cared for. 

No. 51. James A. Hern. Convicted of assault and 
battery: Police Court, Fitchburg, September 28, 1876. 
Sentenced to the house of correction for six months. 
Pardon granted October 20, 1876, on the petition of the 
special justice of the court, by whom he was convicted, 
because facts had been discovered since the trial, which, 
had they then been known, would have led the justice to 
impose a small fine or a few days imprisonment. 

No. 52. John Buckley. Convicted of assault and 
battery: Superior Court, Suffolk County, March term, 
1876. Sentenced to the house of correction for nine 
months. Pardon granted October 31, 1876, on the peti- 
tion of Rev. W. A. Blenkinsop, T. F. Fitz Gerald, Rev. 
Joseph H. Clinch, P. A. Collins, Patrick Donahoe, and 
others, because of evidence discovered since the trial that 
the assault was the result of criminal carelessness, by 
which no one was injured. The family of the prisoner 
who were dependent upon him for support, were in a con- 
dition of abject poverty, and must have been sent to the 
almshouse had he not been released. 

No. 53. .Thomas D. Kehoe. Convicted of violating 
the license law : Superior Court, Berkshire County, Jan- 
uary 28, 1876. Sentenced to three months in the jail, 
and to pay a fine of $400 (four hundred dollars) . Pardon 
granted October 31, 1876, upon the petition of Shepherd 
Thayer, S. Johnson, J. T. Robinson, and other citizens of 
North Adams, because the Council were satisfied that the 
prisoner having been imprisoned nine months, the ends of 
public justice would not be subserved by his longer 
detention. He was wholly unable to pay the fine, and he^d 
a wife and several small children dependent upon him for 
support. He agreed to give up the business entirely. 

94 
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No. 54. John A. Crefean. Convicted of assault 
with intent to rape : Superior Court, Suffolk County, May 
term, 1872. Sentenced to the state prison for ten ye^ffs. 
Pardon granted November 1, 1876, on the petition of 
Greo. Woods & Company, P. A. Collins, T. L. Jenks, 
Henry T. Knight, and otibers. Satisfactory evidence was 
presented to the Council that the crime was conunitted 
while the prisoner was under the influence of liquor, and 
that it was in fact only an indecent assault, resulting in no 
injury to the person assaulted. His family in Canada 
were ready to receive him and give him employment. A 
condition of the pardon was, that he should go at once to 
Canada, and not return to Massachusetts before May, 1882. 

No. 55. William A. Glover. Convicted of being 
accessory before the &ct to breaking and entering a bank : 
Superior Court, Suffolk County, January term, 1872. 
Sentenced to twelve years in the state prison. Pardon 
granted November 24, 1876, after several protracted 
hearings, and the most careful investigation. There was 
evidence beyond reasonable doubt, much of which had 
come to light, since the trial, that Olover was not acces- 
soiy before the fieK^t, and so little evidence that he was 
even accessory after the fact, that the Council unani- 
mously recommended a pardon. 

No. 56. Josephine Tatlob. Convicted of larceny : 
Police Court, Somerville, October 4, 1876. Sentenced 
to pay a fine of $20 (twenty dollars) and costs, and in 
default thereof, committed to the house of correction. 
Pardon granted November 24, 1876, on the petition of 
the mayor, chief of police, justice, special justice, and 
clerk of the police court, all of Somerville, because she 
was "wronff fully convicted. The person who committed 
the crime has been arrested and is now undergoing sen- 
tence. • 

No. 57. James H. Bennett. Convicted of embezzle- 
ment : Superior Court, Suffolk Couuty , September term, 
1875. Sentenced to the house of correction at Dedham 
for two years. Pardon granted November 24, 1876, to 
take effect November 29, on the petition of Rufus S. 
Frost, John H. Reed, I. Avery Richards, Geo. O. Car- 
penter, A. P. Blake, Albert A. Folsom, John S. Haley, 
Addison Boyden, and others, because the prisoner's health 
was greatly impaired, and his life would doubtless have 
been sacrificed by another winter's imprisonment. Bis 
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minor children and aged mother needed the results of his 
labor for their support, and his friends would give him 
light and remunerative employment. 

No, 58. Thomas Coque. Convicted of murder in the 
second degree : Supreme Judicial Court, Suffolk County, 
December 21, 1863. Sentenced to the state prison for 
life. Pardon granted November 30, 1876, on the recom- 
mendation of the Warden for a Thanksgiving pardon. 
The prisoner's conduct during his confinement had been 
good. 

No. 59. John H. Gilder. Convicted of rape; 
Superior Court, Berkshire County, January term, 1863. 
Sentenced to the state prison for life. Pardon granted 
upon the recommendation of the Warden for Thanksgiving 
Day. His conduct while in prison had been uniformly 
good. 

No. 60. John Donahoe. Convicted of rape : Supe- 
rior Court, Suffolk Coimty, July term, 1872. Sentenced 
to the state prison for fifteen years. Pardon granted 
December 12, 1876, on the petition of Samuel A. Green, 
Andrew J. Hall, Alphonso J. Robinson, Francis W. 
Jacobs, and Amos L. Noyes. The District Attorney, who 
had thoroughly investigated the case, recommended a 
pardon, and there was proof beyond a reasonable doubt 
that the prisoner was not guilty of so great a crime as 
that of which he was convicted, but of one for which he 
should have received a comparatively light sentence. 

No. 61. William Cotnam. Convicted of .breaking and 
entering, July 18, 1876 : Superior Court, Middlesex County. 
Sentenced to two years in the house of correction. Pardon 
granted December 22, 1876. The District Attorney cer- 
tified that there was a misunderstanding of the case when 
he was sentenced, and that a different disposition should 
have been made. The District Attorney's evidence was 
supported by affidavits of other persons to the same effect. 

No. 62. William L. Brown. Convicted of larceny : 
Superior Court, Suffolk County, June 20, lS76. Sen- 
tenced to the house of correction for two years. Pardon 
granted December 22, 1876, because there was abundant 
evidence that he was sick with consumption and failing 
very fast. He was removed to his father's house, where 
he would receive proper care. 

No. 63. Charles Collins. Convicted of an assault 
upon an officer: Superior Court, Suffolk County, June 
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term, 1876. Sentenced to one year in the house of cor- 
rection. Pardon granted December 29, 1876, because he 
was sick with consumption and rapidly failing. He was 
removed to his father's house, where he would be properly 
cared for while he lived. 

No. 64. James Sullivan. Convicted of highway 
robbery: Superior Court, Suffolk County, November 
term, 1873. Sentenced to five years in the state prison. 
Pardon granted December 29, 1876. Certain facts bear- 
ing upon the case had been discovered since the trial, 
which, had they then been known, would have secured a 
lighter sentence. The prisoner was but sixteen years of 
age at the time of his conviction, and for the same offence 
now, would probably be sent to the reform school instead 
of the state prison. His conduct while in prison was good. 

[To the Senate, Febraary 16.] 

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the informa- 
tion and use of the General Court, the Report of the 
Manager of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosao 
Tunnel, for the year ending December 31, 1876. 

[To the Senate, Febraary 19.] 

I have the honor herewith to transmit, for the informa- 
tion and use of the General Court, the last Annual Report 
of the Trustees of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, 
with accompanying documents. 

[To the Senate, March 9.] 

I have the honor herewith to transmit, for the informa- 
tion and use of the General Court, the Report of the 
Adjutant-General of the Commonwealth, for the year 
ending December 31, 1876. 

[To the House of RepresentatiyeB, March 17.] 

In reply to the Resolve of the House of Representatives 
of the 1st ^instant, requesting me ^to communicate to the 
House, if consistent with the public interests, whether 
any, and if so, what action has been taken under chapter 
fifty-seven of the Resolves of the year 1876, instructing 
the Attorney-General, with the approval of the Governor 
and Council, to institute proceedings against certain offi- 
cials of the Boston and Albany Railroad," I have the honor 
to submit the accompanying copies of correspondence 
relating thereto. 
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[To the Senate, May 15.] 

I have the honor herewith to transmit, for the use and 
information of the General Court, the Annual Report for 
the year 1876, of the Commissioner of the Mystic River 
Corporation. 

[To the Senate, May l&.J 

I hereby return to the honorable Senate, in which it 
originated an Act ^ in relation to the Sale of Intoxicating 
» Liquors," and respectfully ask the Legislature to consider 
some of the principal objections to its approval. 

It appears to me that upon a subject lying so near 
the morals and habits of our people as does the social 
use of intoxicating liquors, — one upon which th^re is wide 
diversity of opinion, and in respect to which we are com- 
pelled to seek the best practical results, rather than to 
solve questions of casuistry, legislation . ought not to be 
fitful and intermittent, and the statutes ought not to be 
changed unless some palpable form of evil is resulting, 
or unless the change proposed is clearly demanded by 
public opinion. 

The existing law to regulate the sale of intoxicating 
liquors has, in its present form, been in force only about 
twelve months, and has been only partially tested. • I am • 
of opinion now, as when I entered upon executive duties, 
that it is clearly the wish of a great majority of the 
people of the Commonwealth that the law and the prin- 
ciple upon which it is founded shall have an exhaustive 
and, so far as possible, a demonstrative trial. In this 
way only can we make any real progress in a matter beset 
on every hand with embarrassing difficulties. I trust that 
it is only to declare your own opinion to say, that this 
subject id too weighty an. one to be made a plaything in 
politics ; and thousands of suffering women and children 
are looking with beseeching solicitude to the state author- 
ities to deal with the evils of intemperance only with 
patient investigation and wise discretion. There are no 
evidences of flagrant evils resulting from the present law ; 
but, on the contrary, the sale of spirituous liquors to be 
drunk on the premises has been constantly diminishing ; 
and there is, so far as I know, no public opinion demand- 
ing new legislation on the subject. I respectfully submit, 
that the fact that a majority of the members of a legislative 
assembly is so constituted as to be able to pass laws not 
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demanded by the public welfare is not of itself sufficient to 
justify such legislation; but, on the other hand, as has 
been wisely said, ** Every act of authority of one man 
over another, for which there is not an absolute necessity, 
is tyrannical." 

It is a settled fact that no legislation can perfectly extir- 
pate the use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage ; and all 
the forces of Christendom have not been able by any 
means to accomplish that result ; and if there be pagan or 
non-Christian countries where abstinence from the use of 
spirituous liquors has been enforced by absolute authority, 
even those people have other stimulants not less hurtful 
and pestiferous in their indulgence. It is a fact of history 
in the past experience of this Commonwealth, that extreme 
laws on this subject have not been effective; and their 
impotency has not always arisen from indisposition to 
enforce them, on the part of those charged witii that 
responsibility, but from inherent difficulties which lie in 
the way of their administration. Any other conclusion 
than this, supposes that some of the purest men who ever 
held executive and judicial offices in this State have been 
false to their own previous belief, to their open avowals 
of opinion, to their personal honor and to their oaths of 
• office. There is nothing else in the known characters of 
these men, nothing discernible in any other of their rela- 
tions to society, which tolerates the suspicion either of 
their dishonor or dishonesty ; and they stand acquitted in 
the public judgment of any dereliction of duty in this 
particular also. 

But while it is impracticable to enforce laws universally 
prohibitive, it is possible to enforce laws which beconra 
practically prohibitive in a great majority of towns and 
cities, and which effectively regulate and restrain the sale 
of liquors in other places where prohibition utterly fails. 
This is the characteristic of the law now in force. It is 
prohibitory in more than two-thirds of the cities and towns 
of the State to-day ; it is regulative in others, and contains 
the principle of local option applicable everywhere. It 
absolutely prohibits the sale of intoxicating liquors unless 
by license from some particular city or town, and it per- 
mits no city or town to issue a license except under 
provisions already about as stringent as can be enforced* 
The State, as such, licenses nobody ; and if liquors are 
sold by license in any place it is because the municipal 
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authorities of that place have granted the license. If 
liquors are sold anywhere without license, the remedy is 
apparent and effectire, as the records of the courts and 
numerous inmates of the houses of correction in different 
counties testify. 

Permit me to remind you in this connection of some of * 
the provisions of the existing law respecting the conditions 
upon which a license in any town or city may be granted. 
Every license must be signed by the selectmen of the town 
in which the license is held, or if a city, then by the mayor 
and aldermen, or by license commissioners, as the case 
may be ; and these bodies may either of them refuse to 
grant any licenses at all, or may limit the number at any 
point at their discretion. 

*^ Each license shall be expressed to be subject to the following 
conditions : — 

^^ First, That the provisions in regard to the nature of the 
license, and the building in which tile business may be carried 
on under it, shall be stnctly adhered to. 

^^ Second, That no sale of spirituous or intoxicating liquor 
shall be made between the hours of twelve at night and six in 
the morning, nor during any part of the Lord's Day, except that 
if the licensee is also licensed as an innJtiolder, he may supply 
such liquor to guests who have resorted to his house for food or 
lodging. 

^^ Third, That no liquor except such as is of good standard 
quality and Aree from adulteration shall be kept or sold on the 
premises described in the license. 

^' Fourth. That no sale or delivery of liquor shall be made on 
the premises described in the license to a person known to be a 
drunkard, or to any intoxicated person, or to a minor. 

" Fijth, That there shall be no disorder, indecency, prostitu- 
tion, lewdness or illegal gaming on the premises described in the 
license, or on any premises connected therewith by any interior 
communication. 

^^ Siasth. That the license, or a copy thereof, certified by the 
clerk of the city or town by which it was issued, shall be dis- 
played on the premises, in a conspicious position, where it can 
easily be read. 

^^ Seveytih, It shall be farther expressed in each license that 
it shall be subject to a forfeiture as herein provided, for breach 
of any of its conditions ; and that in case the licensee is con- 
victed in any court of competent jurisdiction of having vio- 
lated any of such conditions, his license shall thereupon l:^me 
void." 
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It is also further provided that every holder of a license, 
besides paying his fees therefor, shall file with the city 
or town treasurer a bond in the sum of one thousand 
dollars, signed by the licensee and sufficient sureties, 
jointly and severally liable for the payment of all costs, 
• damages and fines incurred by violation of the provisions 
of the law ; and the parties are liable to suit in any court 
of competent jurisdiction. The premises of licensees are 
at all times liable to visitation and inspection, and their 
liquors to analysis, to test their quality and freedom from 
adulteration. 

Violators of the law are liable to forfeiture of license, 
to fine and imprisonment ; and the statute also contains 
many other stringent provisions too lengthy to be here 
stated. 

Turning to the consideration of the proposed Act, one 
fact developed by its passage is too important to be passed 
without special notice, as indicating an essential change in 
opinion upon the whole sybject under discussion. Hitherto 
the culminating objection to the present and to all similar 
laws by earnest advocates of that side, has been against 
any form of license; yet, notwithstanding the Act now 
proposed involves direct provisions of license at local 
option, I observe b^ analysis of votes upon two bills of 
the present session, that a large majority of those who 
voted for the prohibitory bill (so called) in April, voted 
for the principle of license embodied in this bill in May. 
It may, therefore, be assumed that by general consent the 
principle of license has been eliminated from future dis- 
cussion and legislation upon this subject, and that the 
most serious objection that has been urged against the 
present law has been abandoned. 

The principle involved in the existing law and in the 
Act herewith returned being substantially the same, the 
question of the expediency of substituting the latter for 
the former is reduced simply to a choice of regulations. 
The present law, as to its main features, went into effect 
on the first day of May, 1875 ; and provisions for its better 
enforcement were adopted and made effective on the 25th 
of April, 1876. We have, therefore, only fractions of 
entire years by which we can make statistical comparison. 
But I. am able to give some approximate results as indic- 
ative of the tendency of the law. 
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As already observed, the State issues no licenses what- 
ever ; the question being now one entirely of local option. 
The first inquiry, therefore, is what proportion of the cities 
and towns have granted licenses under this option ? The 
whole number of cities and towns in Massachusetts is three 
hundred and forty-two (342), and of these,. less than one 
hundred, or less than thirty per cent, of the whole num- 
ber, had granted any licenses at the close of the year 
187 6. The present law is therefore absolutely prohibitory 
in more than seventy per cent, of the whole number of 
municipalities in the State. If liquors are sold in these • 
towns, the sale is in violation of law, and the local author- 
ities have power to enforce the penalties. 

I have not full returns from the cities and towns where 
licenses have been authorized, but from returns furnished 
by the chief detective of the Commonwealth, at the begin- 
ning of the present year, from two hundred and thirty-five 
(235) towns and cities, or from some more than two-thirds 
of the whole number, it appears that the whole number 
of arrests for drunkenness in those places was in the year 
1874, 25,740 ; in the same places, like arrests in 1876, 
18,696, — showing a decrease of 7,044 between the last 
year of the prohibitory law and the first year of the license 
law, in 235 towns. 

The chief of police of Boston sent me the following 
rtatistics of results in this city for the year 1876 :— 

Number of arrests for drunkenness in 1874, . 11,880 
of arrests for drunkenness in 1876, • 8,564 



Showing a decrease of 3,316 

Total number of prosecutions under liquor law, 4,028 

of gallons of liquor forfeited, . 26,888 
of places abandoned as to sale in 

Boston in 1876, ... 619 

That visible drunkenness has diminished in our streets 
will be adipitted by every candid observer; indeed, an 
intoxicated person is seldom seen abroad, and there is a 
growing sentiment against intemperance. Drunkenness 
is no longer condoned in respectable society, and the 
fashion of the times, as well as the moral sentiment of the 
people of all classes, is forming against it. 

95 
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The use of liquors is no longer considered essential to 
occasions of public hospitality, and recent significant 
examples have been given of their entire disuse. It would 
not be true to attribute the whole of this gratifying 
progress of temperance to the existing law ; but the law 
is one of the conditions of society wherein this awakening 
has taken place ; and to me it seems inexpedient to sup- 
plant so serviceable and so acceptable an instrumentality, 
in order to try chances in a new field of experiment, with 
the hazard of losing all that has been gained, and all that 
may be reasonably hoped for. 

The feature of the proposed law which can be especially 
commended, is the earlier closing of licensed places f^ 
night; but this is not in fact essential, inasmuch as any 
evil at present arising therefrom can be otherwise remedied. 

The limitation of the number of licenses to one for every 
thousand inhabitants is a provision of doubtful value as 
compared with the present plan of leaving the number at 
the discretion of municipal authorities, and holding them 
accountable to public opinion for any excess of numbers 
or delinquency in the enforcement of the conditions upon 
which they are granted. Besides this, it is desirable that 
the laws shall bear as equally as possible upon all commu- 
nities to which they are applied; and the provision in 
question may work a violation of the just rights of towns, 
by disfranchising them of prerogatives to which, with other 
towns, they are justly and constitutionally entitled. Thus, 
under such a provision, it would be possible for a majority 
of the voters (perhaps not more than one hundred per- 
sons) in a town of one thousand inhabitants, to grant a 
license, while in another town of nine hundred and ninety- 
nine inhabitants, all voting for a license, no license could 
be granted. Such a provision has a strong savor of in- 
justice and inequality, and would be a bad element in the 
administration of any law of which it .should form a part 

The provision for the appointment of town constables 
in such number as may be necessary to maintain the laws 
and preserve the peace of neighborhoods, is already cov- 
ered by the General Statutes. 

I cannot but believe that the provisions of this proposed 
Act are so needless, so onerous and so oflTensive as com- 
pared with the present law upon the subject, that its enact- 
ment would arrest the existing healthy and steady progress 
of the cause of temperance and sobriety throughout the 
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Commonwealth. The noble men and women engaged in 
the work of the reform clubs have accomplished results 
before which the power of legislative restraiuts dwindles 
into insignificance. They have brought into activity the 
social and loving elements in human nature, and leaving 
angry discussion of abstract principles and coercive meas- 
ures out of account, have directed their persuasive appeals 
to the individual heart and conscience. 

Just now, also, this work is becoming lifted into the 
atmosphere of religious influence and religious duty ; and 
men are beginning to see that reformatioil lies not so much 
in outward restraints, bUt in the inward purity of heart. 
These earnest] reformers are not suppliants for any change 
in the liquor law now, but they are enlisting the sympa- 
thies and securing the approbation of good people every- 
where, to an extent which guarantees that their labors will 
be supplemented, at every advance, by any legal provi- 
sions which experience may show to be useful to their 
success. 

I believe the enactment of the proposed law would ^ 
greatly impede their work by introducing a new element 
of discord into the discussion, by diverting attention from 
their successful methods, and by furnishing their enemies 
with plausible excuses for setting the law at defiance. 

I respectfully ask the General Court to give impartial 
consideration to these objections, and to others which a 
reexamination of the bill can scarcely fail to suggest. 

[To the Senate, May 16.] 

I respectfully return to the honorable Senate, in which 
it originated, the bill entitled ** An Act to further define 
the policy of the Commonwealth in regard to the Hoosac 
Tunnel and the Troy and Greenfield Railroad," with regret 
that I cannot give it my approval. 

Should this bill become a law, it would constitute a con- 
tract between the Commonwealth and any railroads which 
should enter into contracts with each other under it, 
which could not be changed by any subsequent Legislature 
within the period of seven years. The bill consists of 
three sections, and from a careful examination of them, it 
would appear that the first and the larger part of the third 
are but re^nactments of provisions of the General Kail- 
road Act of 1874, relating to the rights and duties of 
connecting railroads, and the power of the Commonwealth 
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to purchase railroads or to regulate the rates of fare and 
freight upon them. Mot only are they re^nactments of 
statute provisions which now are and long have been in 
force, but as it appears to me, they re^nact them in a form 
less effective than that in which they already exist. The 
sections referred to of the General Railroad Act of 1874, 
contain both an executory force and a penalty for their 
infraction, which I do not find in any part of the bill here- 
with returned. I am, therefore, of opinion that, in so far 
as relates to these matters, the rights and interests of all 
concerned are more effectually guarded without than with 
the passage of the bill under consideration. 

There remain to be considered ouly the second section of 
the bill and the last part of the third. By these a policy 
as respects the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and the Hoosae 
Tunnel, established by chapter 77 of the Acts of 1875, 
known as the Toil-Gate Act, is declared to be the estab- 
lished policy of the Commonwealth for a period of seven 
years, and all railroad corporations are invited to enter 
upon contracts for that space of time in full reliance 
* thereon ; while it is further provided that all the contracts 
thus entered into, whether between corporations alone, or 
between corporations and the State, shall, if covering a 
period of -over six months, be subject to the approval of 
the Governor and Council ; finally, it is expressly provided 
that in case of a change of }>olicy on its part within the 
seven years, and a consequent failure to carry out the pro- 
visions of this and other Acts, the Commonwealth shall 
incur no liability to any one. 

The clause last referred to is, as I understand it, in- 
tended to provide for the not improbable contingency of 
a change of mind and subsequent policy on the part of 
future Legislatures. As a business arrangement with busi- 
ness men, this clause, therefore, seems to be somewhat in 
conflict with the declared object of the bill, as it goes to 
render the proposed agreement binding from the start only 
on one party to it. So far as the Commonwealth is con- 
cerned, however, this saving clause does not affect the 
general character and purport of the Bill, which is in- 
tended to establish the toll-gate policy, so called, as the 
fixed policy of the Commonwealth towards both the 
Hoosae Tunnel and the Troy and Greenfield Raifroad for 
a period of years. Its enactment into a law would prao> 
tically have that effect. I fiud myself compelled, there- 
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fore, to consider these provisions of the bill in this light, 
and from two different points of view ; and from neither 
am I able to approve of them. As a binding seven years' 
contract, they have, in the first place, a very immediate 
bearing on great commercial and financial interests of the 
Commonwealth ; and, in the second place, a very close 
connection with its political system. 

In both of the annual addresses which I have had the 
honor to submit to the Legislature, I have endeavored 
clearly to state my own profound conviction that the only 
way in which the Commonwealth could hope to reap any 
benefit from the Tunnel line, at all proportionate to its 
vast cost, was through the energetic and comprehensive 
development of that line in the way in which other similar 
lines leading to other seaboard cities have been developed. 
Under these circumstances, it seems to me very undesira- 
ble that the Legislature should now, in so far as it can, 
bind the Commonwealth irrevocably,^ for the long period 
of seven years, to a policy in connection with this line 
which is confessed to be purely experimental. , 

I feel assured that no business men of ordinary shrewd- 
ness, in dealing with their private interests, would under 
similar circumstances adopt such a course. It is to be 
remembered that the Tunnel line has already cost the 
Commonwealth about $18,000,000, which amount must 
swell to not less than $25,000,000 before the seven years, 
for which it is now proposed to tie it up, have elapsed. 
Where such a vast interest is at stake, it does not seem to 
me prudent for one Legislature to commit succeeding Legis- 
latures in advance to such a policy. Especially is this the 
case in regard to a railroad enterprise. With them unfore- 
seen contingencies are always presenting themselves ; and, 
as the system year by year develops, it undergoes perpet- 
ual changes which take even the most clear-sighted by 
surprise. The Tunnel line, for instance, was built to 
insure railroad competition ; but the roads with which 
that line is to compete are also connecting roads with it. 

With the well-known astuteness of railroad officials 
brought to bear on the subject, it is easy to conceive the 
possibility of making a few apparently harmless contracts, 
outside or inside of the State, through which the Com- 
monwealth might too late find itself committed for the 
space of seven years to a practical paralysis of the whole 
Tunnel enterprise. 
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If it were merely a question of policy as respects a 
business enterprise,' however, I should not perhaps feel 
compelled to withhold my consent from this bill. But, 
from a political point of view, the case is even stronger. 
In my last annual address to the Legislature I took occa- 
sion to express the opinion that the management of a 
railroad enterprise by the Governor and Council was " not 
in accordance either with the best interests of the property 
nor with the proper functions of the executive department 
of the government.^ And I asked "your consideration 
of the relief of the executive department of its charge." 
Further reflection and experience have only served to con- 
firm me in the soundness of these views. When the Act 
of 1875 establishing the so-called ToU-Gate System was 
approved by my predecessor in office, the completion of 
the Tunnel was the work in hand, the case was excep- 
tional, and the duty imposed on the executive was appar- 
ently temporary. This is no longer so. The present bill 
imposes on the executive department, for a long period, 
, and as part of an established policy, the duties of a board 
of railroad directors, and not only this. It is further 
made the business of the Governor and Council to guard 
vast interests by the intelligent approval, not only of all 
the contracts having more than six months to run, made 
by a number of railroad corporations with the Common- 
wealth, but also of those made by those corporations with 
each other. A far more intimate knowledge of railroads 
and their management than those not trained to the work 
usually possess/ is therefore imperatively demanded, not 
only from myself, but, ex officio^ from all. my successors. 
I can but again say that I do not think the management of 
a railroad any proper part of the functions of the Governor 
of Massachusetts. The people do not elect him with a 
view to his quaIi6cations in this respect, and the present 
bill calls, moreover, for specific qualifications of a very 
high order. 

Whether the Commonwealth ever should embark in any 
purely business enterprise, is a question in re^rd to which 
I cannot but entertain the gravest doubts ; doubts which 
the Tunnel experience of Massachusetts has gone far to 
confirm. In the present case, however, the thing has been 
done; and the question of doing it is no longer to be 
considered. I can entertain no doubt that every public 
consideration demands that whatever enterprises of this 
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nature the Commonwealth may undertake, its busiuess 
interests in them should be kept carefully distinct from its 
political functions ; and that neither the Governor of the 
State should be ex officio president of its state railroad, 
nor the treasury of the State the treasury of a business 
enterprise. The present bill, therefore, I regard as pecul- 
iarly open to objection, in that it permanently imposes on 
the executive department of the government, functions of 
a purely commercial character never contemplated in the 
constitution. 

Under the circumstances of a choice between the pro- 
visions of the bill under consideration and the Toll-Gate 
Plan as now untrammelled, I cannot but think it better to 
adhere to the latter as a tentative measure until some more 
satisfactory solution of the Tunnel question has been ac- 
complished. 

[To the Senate, May 17.] 

I herewith return to the honorable Senate in which it 
originated, a bill entitled ^ An Act authorizing the appoint- 
ment of Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital at Dan vers,'' 
and respectfully ask its further consideration for the follow- 
ing reasons : 

The first section of the bill provides for the appointment 
of a board of trustees for the Dan vers Hospital, with like 
powers and duties of similar trustees for the other lunatic 
hospitals of the State, and meets my approval as necessary 
legislation to provide for the government of this institution. 

The second section provides that the trustees so appoint- 
ed shall immediately supersede the commissioners who 
were appointed under chapter 239 of the Acts of 1873, 
and who now have charge of the erection of the hospital 
buildings, in the completion of work not included in the 
contracts made by said commissioners; with the further 
provision that on and after the first day of July next, said 
trustees shall assume full and exclusive management and 
control of said hospital and all matters and contracts 
relating thereto. 

By chapter 239 of the Acts of 1876 the sum of $450,000 
was appropriated to be expended by the commissioners for 
the object, and under the conditions of their appointment ; 
** provided, that no expenditure shall be authorized, and no 
part of said appropriation shall be paid until contracts 
have been made, with sufficient guaranty for their per- 
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formance, to the satisfaction of the Governor and Council, 
for the entire completion and finishing of the hospital and 
' all its appurtenances, ready for use and occupation, for a 
sum not exceeding six hundred thousand dollars." 

Under this provision, the commissioners executed a con- 
tract for the completion of the work on the buildings, and 
in the engineer's department, for the sum of $400,000 ; 
and a smaller contract for building a barn, etc., for 
$29,728. These contracts are now in process of execu- 
tion under the direction of the commissioners, and there 
are no other important expenditures of money to be made 
by them. It would appear, therefore, that no injury, under 
any circumstances, is likely to accrue to the public interest 
from the continuance of the services of the commissioners 
to the completion of the contracts ; while, on the other 
hand, it seems improbable that any board of trustees, 
appointed as their successors, could have an equally intel- 
ligent comprehension of their nature and proper fulfilment. 

Moreover, the General Court at its present session, by 
chapter 137 of the Acts of 1877, ratified and confirmed the 
doings of these commissioners in submitting to reference 
the claim of Edwin Adams v. the Commonwealth, arising 
out of his contracts upon these hospital buildings. This 
claim embraces five hundred and seventy-eight items, 
amounting in the aggregate to about $45,000, of which 
about $25,000 is in dispute. By the term of the submis- 
sion, the report of the arbitrators must be made to the 
supreme judicial court of the county of Suffolk, on or 
before the nineteenth day of September next. I am 
advised that the interests of the Commonwealth cannot 
be properly protected before the arbitrators without the 
ofiScial presence and aid of these commissioners. It 
would, therefore, seem that the services of the commis- 
sioners cannot be dispensed with, consistently with the 
public interests, until the contracts are substantially ful- 
filled and the arbitration ended. 
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Lowell. 

Hudson. 

Cambridge. 

Cambridge. 

Maiden. 

Weston. 

Lowell. 
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X 

>A 
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Edward Harlow Duston, 

Emmagene Rowe Cochran, . 

Maud Edna Kenerson, .... 

William James Gafney, .... 

Lizzie Jannette Raymond, . 

Winslow Leroy Leadbetter, . 

Alice Gordon Hayes, .... 


Edward Everett Hunt, .... 
Dillian Emmagene Rowe, . 

Mand Williams, 

William Bridges, 

Lizzie Jane Hubert, .... 
Onslow Leroy Moody 
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Shelbmne. 
Brattieboro', 
Warwick. 
New Salem. 
New Salem. 
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AND OFFICERS IMMEDIATELY CONNECTED THEREWITH FOR 
THE POLTTICAL YEAR 

1877- 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 



HIB EXOELLBKOT 

ALEXANDER H. RICE,. 

GOYEBNOB. 
GEORGE H. CAMPBELL, Private Steretary. 



HIB HOKOB 

HORATIO G. KNIGHT, 

LlEUTBNAinr-GoyEBNOB. 



COUNCIL— (By Distbicts.) 



I.— JOSEPH K. BAKEE. 
n.— HARRISON TWEED. 
in.-FRANCIS CHILDS. 
IV.— HUGH J. TOLAND. 



v.— WILLIAM COGSWELL. 
VL— JOSEPH A. HARWOOD. 
VIL— GEORGE WHITNEY. 
Vpi^r-WILUAM C. PLUNKETT. 



HENRY B. PEIRCE, 

BeCRETABT of the OOMMOmrSALTH. 

HENRY J. COOUDGE, IH Olerk. ISAAC H. EDGETT, 2d Clerk. 

CHARLES ENDICOTT, 

Tbeabdbeb Ain> Eeceiver-Genebai.. 
DANIEL H. ROGERS, l9t Clerk. JOHN Q. ADAMS, 2d Clerk, 

JULIUS L. CLARKE, 

AUDITOB* 

AUGUSTUS BROWN, let Clerk. EDWARD S. DAVIS, 2d Clerk. 

CHARLES R. TRAIN, 

ATTOBXnBT-GENEBAL. 

WILLIAM CALEB LORING, .... Aetietant AUome^'General 

i 
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 



GENERAL COURT: 

AbBAKOXD Dt ACCOBDAMCB WITH THB DiSTBICT ReTISIOK OF 1876. 



SENATE. 



PreHdent—JOHHf B. D. COGSWELL. 



District 


Nftme of Sanator. 




First Suffolk, . 


Henry B.Hill, . 


Boston. 


Second " 


Caleb Rand, • 


Boston. 


Third " 


MichaelJ. Flatley, . 


Boston. 


Fourth •• 


George P. Denny, . 


Boston. 


Fifth " 


Thomas F. Fitz Gerald, . 


Boston. 


Sixth " . . 


Samuel D. Crane, . 


Boston. 


Seventh *• 


John S. Sleeper, 


Boston. 


Eighth •• 


Francis M. Weld, . 


Boston. 


First Essexi . 


Amos F. Breed, . 


Lynn. 


Second " 


James J. H. Gregory, 


Marblehead. 


Third •' 


Charles Howes, . 


Essex. 


Fourth " 


Haydn Brown, . 


West Newbury. 


Fifth " 


Jackson B. Swett, . 


Haverhill. 


Sixth " . . 


Byron Truell, . 


Lawrence. 


First Middlesex. . 


Selwyn Z. Bowman, . 


Somerville. 


Second " 


Frederick M. Stone, . 


Waltham. 


Third " 


Chas. Theodore Russell, . 


Cambridge. 


Fourth " 


Luther H. Sherman, . 


Wayland. 



96 
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Senate. 



Dlftrlct 


N«n6 of Stnator. 


I^^f4^»nf^, 


Fifth Middlesex, . 


Amos J. Saunders, . 


Pepperell. 


Sixtli " . . 


Abraham B. Coffin, . 


Winchester. 


Seventh" 


Francis Jewett, , 


Lowell. 


First Worcester, 


Greorge S. Barton, . 


Worcester. 


Second '• 


Aaron C. Mayhew, . 


MUford. 


Third « 


Ebenezer B. Lynde, . 


West Brookfield. 


Fourth " 


Charles Adams, Jr., . 


NorthBrookfield. 


Fifth " 


Elisha Brimhall, 


Clinton. 


First Hampden, 


TUlyHaynes. . 


Springfield. 


Second " 


Henry C. Ewing, 


Holyoke. 


Hampshire, 


Lewis N. Gilbert, . 


Ware. 


Franklin, . 


John F. Moors, . 


Greenfield. 


Noi-th Berkshire, 


Ensign H. Kellogg, . 


Fittsfield. 


South Berkshire, 


Harrison Garfield, . 


Lee. 


First Norfolk, . 


John D. Whicher, . 


Qnincy. 


Second " 


Joseph E. Fiske, 


Needham. 


First Plymouth, 


Stephen M. Allen, . 


Duxbury. 


Second " 


Jonathan White, 


Brockton. 


First Bristol, . 


Samuel S. Ginnodo, » 


Attleborough. 


Second " 


Charles J. Holmes, . 


Fall River. 


Third " 


Joshua Morse, . 


Acushnet 


Cape, 


John B. D. Cogswell, 


Yarmouth. 



STEPHEN N. GIFFOED, Clerk. 

ISAAC DUNHAM, Ohaplam. 

O. F. MITCHELL, Seiyeant-^M^Armi. 
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HOUSE OF EEPEESENTATITES. 



Bpeaker.— JOHN D. LONG. 





COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 




Dlatrlei. 


Ward. 


Nune of BepreMntettre* 


Se«ldeno«. 


Ist, 


Boston, Ward 1, 


■{ 


Dexter A. Tompkins, 
Andrew Hall, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


2d, 


Boston, Ward 2, 


•{ 


James L. Walsh, . 
S. F. Whitehouse, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


8d, 


Boston, Ward 8, 


■{ 


J. Henry Brown, 
Milton t. P. Heustis, 


Boston. 
Boston. 


4th. 


Boston, Ward 4, 




John Turner, • 


Boston. 


5th, 


Boston, Ward 6, 


•( 


Nahum Chapin, 
Dennis G. Quirk, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


6th, 


Boston, Ward 6, 




Cornelius Desmond, 
Thomas Mooney, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


7th, 


Boston, Ward 7, 




Sam. H. Wentworth, 
Daniel Doherty, 


Boston. 
Boston. 


8th, 


Boston, Ward 8, 


•{ 


Michael F. Wells, . 
Dennis O'Connor, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


9th, 


Boston, Ward 9, 


•{ 


Henry Lee, 
Edward F. Thayer, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


10th, 


Boston, Ward 10, 


■{ 


Charles Hale, . 
Clement H. Hill, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


11th, 


Boston, Ward 11, 


•{ 


Charles J. Prescott, . 
James White, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


12th, 


Boston, Ward 12, 




Edward J. Jenkins, . 
Patrick H. Hallinan, 


Boston. 
Boston. 


13th, 


Boston, Ward 13, 


■{ 


James W. Fox, 
James T. Mahony, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 
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House of Rbpresentativbs. 

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK— Concluded. 



District. 


Town or Ward. 






Uth, 


Boston, Ward 14, 


■{ 


Charles J. Noyes, . 
Alonzo Bancroft, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


16th, 


Boston, Ward 16, 


\ 


Alonzo Warren, 
Martin T. Glynn, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


16th, 


Boston, Ward 16, 




Hugh A. Madden, . 
Thomas M. Babson, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


17th, 


Boston, Ward 17, 




Albert E.Pillsbary,. 
J. Q. A. Brackett, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


18th, 


Boston, Ward 18, 




Stillman B. Allen, . 
John H. Cook, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


19th, 


Boston, Ward 19, 




Daniel J. Curley, . 
J. Austin Rogers, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


20th, 


Boston, Ward 20, 




William G. Train, . 
James B. Graham, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


2l8t, 


Boston, Ward 21, 




Henry W. Fuller, . 
John F. Newton, 


Boston. 
Boston. 


22d, 


Boston, Ward 22, 




Charles D. Bickford, 


Boston. 


23d, 


Boston, Ward 28, 




William C. Peters, . 
Abrah'mO.Bigelow, 


Boston. 
Boston. 


24th, 


Boston, Ward 24, 




Joseph Wiswell, 
Samuel Atherton, . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


25th, 


Boston, Ward 25, 




George A. Wilson, . 


Boston. 


26th, 


r Chelsea, . 
i Revere, . 
[ Winthrop, . ^ 


. ' 


William Robinson, . 
Francis Low, . 
Ensign Kimball, 


Chelsea. 
Chelsea. 
Revere. 



COUNTY OF ESSEX. 



1st, 
2d, 



/ Rockport, . . \ 
\ Gloucester, Wd. 7, . / 

/Gloucester, Wds. 1,\ 
\ 2,8,4,6,6,. ./ 



William Marchant, 

John J. Babson, 
Peter D. Smith, 



Rockport 

Gloucester. 
Gloucester. 
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District. 



8d. 

4th, 
5th, 
6th, 

7th, 

8th, 
9th, 

10th, 

11th, 
12th, 

18th, 

14th, 
15th, 
16th, 
17th, 



Town or Ward. 



CGloucester, Wd. 8, 
J Essex, . 
I Manchester, 
\^ Hamilton, 

( Wenham, 
\ Danvers, . 



Beverly, . 
Salem, Wds. 1 



Salem, Wds. 8, 

( Marblehead, 
\ Swampscott, 

Lynn, Ward 8, 

f Lynn, Wards 
\ 5,7, . 
^Nahant, . 

Lynn, Ward 6 

Peabody, 

iSaugus, . 
Lynnfield, 
Middieton, 
Topsfield, 



( Andover, 

\ North AndoTer, 

rBoxford,. 

< Rowley, . 
^ Ipswich, . 

( Newbury, 
\ Newburyport, 

I r Georgetown, 

< Groveland, 
^ Bradford, 



2,5, 
4,6 



,2,4, 



Name of BepretentatiTe. 



Lewis N. Tappan, 



Charles B. Rice, 

Henry P. Woodbury, 

Charles S. Osgood, . 
Charles H. Chase, . 

Greorge B. M'elcher, . 
Dana Z. Smith, 

Samuel Roads, . 
Samuel C. Pitman, . 

James H. Richards, . 

Kathan M. Hawkes, 
Edwin Patch, . 
Alonzo Penney, 

Edwin Walden, 

James E. T. Bartlett, 



F. E. Batchelder,* . 



William C.Donald,. 



Aaron Cogswell, 



Eben F. Stone, 
Caleb B. Huse, 



Charles Stickney, 



Residence. 



Manchester. 



Danvers. 

Beverly. 

Salem. 
Salem. 

Salem. 
Salem. 

Marblehead. 
Swampscott. 

Lynn. 

Lynn. 
Lynn. 
Lynn. 

Lynn. 

Peabody. 

Middieton. 

Andover. 
Ipswich. 



Newburyport, 
Newburyport 



Groveland. 



* Scat contested; given to Francis P. Merriam of Middieton. 
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House op Rbbbbsbntativiss. 
county of essex— comclupbd. 



Dlatrfct 



18tii, 

19th; 

20th, 
21st, 



Town or Ward. 



(West Newbury, 
Salisbury, 
Amesbury, 
Merrimac, 

r Haverhill, 
\ Methuen, 

/ Lawrence, Wards " 
\ 2,3, . . 

/ Lawrence, Wards ^ 
\ 5,6, . . 



Kftma of BeprtMiitAtiTe. 



Frederick W. Merrill, 
Orlando S. Baley, . 



John W. Tilton, 
Oliver Taylor, . 
Darius Fierce, . 

Timothy Dacey, 
John C. Sanborn, 

Levi Emery, , 
Edwin Ayer, . 



Berid«DC». 



Salisbury. 
Amesbury. 



HaverhUI. 
Haverhill. 
Methuen. 

Lawrence. 
Lawrence, 

Lawrence. 
Lawrence. 



COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 



1st, 

2d, 

dd, 
4th, 
5th, 
6th, 
7th, 

8th, 

9th, 
10th, 
11th, 

12th, 



/Cambridge, Wards \ 
\ 1,5, . . ./ 

/Cambridge, Wards/ 
\ 2,4, . . .\ 

Cambridge, Ward 8, 
Somerville, Ward 1, 
Somerville, Ward 2, 
Somerville, Wds. 3, 4, 
Medford,. 



/Maiden, . 
\ Everett, . 

Melrose, . 

Stoneham, 

Wakefield, 

r Reading, 

i North Heading, 

V^ Wilmington, 



:} 



:} 



Emory Washburn,* . 
Solomon S. Sleeper, 

Leander M. Hannum, 
Oliver J. Rand, 
Charles F. Thurston, 

Joseph J. Eelley, . 

Charles 6. Fope, 

Thos. Cunningham, . 

Enoch R. Morse, 

Baxter E. Perry, . 

J. K. C. Sleeper, . 
Henry M. Hartshorn, 

W.Irving Ellis, 

Onslow Gilmore, 

Thomas Winship, . 

H. Allen Sheldon, . 



Cambridge. 
Cambridge. 

Cambridge. 
Cambridge. 
Cambridge. 

Cambridge. 

Somerville. 

Somerville. 

Somerville. 

Medford. 

Maiden. 
Maiden. 

Melrose. 

Stoneham. 

Wakefield. 

Wilmington. 



• Deceased March 18, 1877. 
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DMiM. 



18th, 
14th, 

15th, 

16th, 
17th, 

18th, 

19th, 
20th, 

2l8t, 

22d, 
23d, 
24th, 
25th, 

26th, 

27th, 

28th, 
29th, 



TownorWamL 



Woburn, . 

( Arlington, 
\ Winchester, . 

( Watertown, . 
\ Belmont, 

Newton, . 

Waltham, 

{Lexington, 
Burlington, . 
Bedford, . 
BlUerica,. 

{Tewksbury, . 
Chelmsford, . 
Tyngsborough, 
Dracut, . 

Lowell, Ward 1, 

Lowell, Ward 2, 

Lowell, Ward 3, 

Lowell, Ward 4, 

Lowell, Ward 5, 

Lowell, Ward 6, 



i Concord, . 
Acton, . 
Carlisle, . 
Lincoln, . 

f Weston, . 
Wayland, 
Sndbary, , 
Maynard, 

Natick, . 

( Holliston, 
\ Sherbom, 



Same of BepreatntatlT*. 



L.Thompson, Jr., . 
William H. Kinsman, 

Edward Whitney, . 

Charles E. Ranlett, . 
Levi C. Wade, . 

David Randall, 
William S. Gleason, 



Luther H. Sargent, . 

Patrick Eeyes, . 
William A. Read, . 
Edward J. Crossman, 
Francis Carll, . 
Cyrus E. Russell, . 
Henry H. Wilder, . 

William W.Wilde, . 

John Hillis, . 

Warren A. Bird, 
Peter R. Johnson, . 



Woburn. 
Winchester. 

Belmont. 

Newton. 
Newton. 

Waltham. 
Billerica. 



Chelmsford. 

LoweU. 
Lowell. 
Lowell. 
Lowell. 
Lowell. 
Lowell. 

Concord. 

Mayiiard. 

Natick. 
Holliston. 
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House of EEPBBSBKTATnrBS. 

CX)UNTY OF MIDDLESEX— Concluded. 



Diitrlct 



30th, 

dist, 

82d, 
38d, 



dith, 



86th, 



Town or Ward. 



( Hopkinton, 
\ Ashland, . 

Framingham, 

Marlborough, 

f Hudson, . 
Stow, 
Boxborough^ 
Littleton, 

fWestford, 
I Groton, . 
I Dunstable, 
\^ Pepperell, 

!Ayer, . 
Shirley, . 
Townsend, 
Ashby, . 



Namt of B^»rM6ntatlTe. 



William F. Ellis, . 

Chas. S. Whitmore, . 
James T. Murphy, . 

Geo. W. Sanderson, 
Asa S. Lawrence, . 
Alfred M. Adams, . 



Ashland. 

Framingham. 
Marlborough. 

Littleton. 



Groton. 



Townsend. 



COUNTY OF WORCESTER. 



1st, 
2d, 

8d, 

4th, 

5th, 
6th, 



( Blackstone, 
\ Uxbridge, 

{Mendon, . 
Milford, . 
Upton, . 

C Northbridge, 
\ Grafton, . 

C Westborough, 
\ Southborough 

'Clinton, . 

Berlin, . 

Bolton, . 
\ Sterling, . 

Lancaster, 

Harvard, , 
^ Lunenburg, 

Fitchburg, 



■} 



Francis N. Thayer, . 

William H. Cook, . 
Augustus S. Tuttle, . 

Henry B. Osgood, . 

Dexter Newton, 



Nathan'l A Newton, 
Perley Bartlett, 



Samuel E. Crocker, . 
Alfred Miller, . 



Blackstone. 



Milford. 
MUford. 



Northbridge. 
Southborough. 



Bolton. 
Sterling. 



Fitchburg. 
Fitchburg. 
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District 



7th, 

8th, 
9ih, 

10th, 

11th, 

12th, 

Idth, 

14th, 
15th, 

16th, 



Town. 



'Winchendon, 
Ashburnham, 
Gardner, . 
Westminster, 

^ Princeton, 

rAthol, . 
\ Royalston, 

i Petersham, 
Phillipston, 
Templeton, 
Hubbardston, 

fDana, . 

Hard wick, 

Barre, 

Oakham, . 
, New Braintree, 

{Rutland, . 
Holden, . 
Paxton, . 
Leicester, 

''WestBrookfield, 

Warren, . 

Brook field. 

North Brookfield, 
^ Sturbridge, 

f Spencer, . 
Charlton, 
Sonthbridge, 
Oxford, . 

{Douglas, . 
Webster, . 
Dudley, , 

f Auburn, . 
i Millbury, 
1^ Sutton, . 

(Shrewsbury, . 
North borough, 
Boylston, 
West Boylston, 



99 



:j 



) 



Nftma of RepretentatiTO. 



Wilder P. Clark, 
Simeon Merritt, 



Joseph Walker, 



Charles W. Davis, 



John B. Fairbank, . 



John D. Cogswell, 



Wm. H. Montague, . 
George W. Johnson, 



George F. Daniels, . 
Isaac B. Martin, 



Francis M. Draper, , 



George A. Flagg, 



Henry Pierce, 



Betldeooe. 



Winchendon. 
Ashburnham. 



Royalston. 



Templeton. 



Oakham. 



Leicester. 



No.Brookfield. 
Brookfield. 



Oxford. 
Southbridge. 



Douglas. 



Millbury. 



WestBoylston. 
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COUNTY OF WORCESTER— Concluded. 



Dbtrlct 


Town or Ward. 


Nune of BepreMntatlre. 


Beddflooft. 


17th, 


Leominster, . 


Francis C. Bowen, . 


Leominster 


18th. 


Worcester, Ward 1, 


Thomas J. Hastings, 


Worcester 


19th, 


Worcester, Ward 2, 


Samuel R. Heywood, 


Worcester. 


20th. 


Worcester, Ward 8, 


Cornelias O'Sullivan, 


Worcester. 


2l8t, 


Worcester, Ward 4, 


M. J. McCafferty, . 


Worcester. 


22d, 


Worcester, Ward 6, 


James H. Mellen, . 


Worcester. 


23d, 


Worcester, Ward 6, 


Frank P. Goulding, . 


Worcester. 


24th, 


Worcester, Ward 7, 


John D. Loyell, 


Worcester. 


26th, 


Worcester, Wai-d 8, 


John D. Washburn, . 


Worcester. 



COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE. 



1st, 



2d, 



3d, 



4th, 



5th, 



TEasthampton, . 
i Northampton,. 
\^ Southampton, . 

SHadley, . 
Hatfield, . 
Westhampton, 
Williamsburg, 

Xhesterfield, . 

Cummington, . 

Goshen, . 

Huntington, . 

MiddleBeld, . 

Plainfield, 
^ Worthington, . 

(Amherst, 
Pelham, . 
Prescott, . 
South Hadley, 

' Belchertown, , 

Enfield, . 

Gran by, . 

Greenwich, 
^ Ware, 



Lafayette Clapp, 
Mark H. Spaulding, 



Aaron R. Morse, 



Merritt Torrey, 



Chauncey W. Lessey , 



William B. Eimball, 



Easthampton. 
Northampton. 



Williamsborg. 



Plainfield. 



Amherst. 



Enfield. 
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District 



Ist, 

2d, 

3d, 
4th, 

5th, 

6th, 

7th, 
8th, 
9th, 

10th, 
11th, 



Town or Ward. 



!Monson, . . A 

Brimfield, . . I 

Holland, . . . f 

Wales, . . J 

{Palmer, . . ."^ 
VVilhraham, . . V 
Ladlow, . . J 

Chicopee, 

/Springfield, Wards \ 
\ l.:i. . . ./ 

/Springfield, Wards \ 
\ 3,6, . . ./ 

{Springfield, Wards ^ 
4,7, . . .} 
Longmeadow, . J 



r Springfield, Wards ^ 
\ 6, 8, * . . . / 

/Holyoke, Wards 1,\ 
\ 2,3,4,6, . ./ 

/Holyoke, Wds. 6, 7,\ 
\ West Springfield, ./ 

rWestfield, 
i Agawam, 
\^ Montgomery, 

' Soiithwick, 

Granville, 

Tolland,.. 

Blandford, 

Chester, . 
^Russell, . 



■:} 



A 



Name of Repretentatlye. 



Rice M. Reynold, . 



Horace M. Sessions, 



Warren S. Bragg, . 

Charles W. Richards, 
Ephraim A. Perkins, 

Leonard Clark, 



Theodore W. Ellis, 

John C. Perry, . 
John H. Wright, 
James H. Newton, 



Francis S. Egleston, 
Stephen H. Bodurtha, 



George N. Cone, 



Monson. 



Wilbraham. 



Chicopee. 

Springfield. 
Springfield. 

Springfield. 



Springfield. 

Springfield. 

Holyoke. 

Holyoke. 

Westfield. 
Agawam. 

Chester. 



COUNTY OF FRANKLIN. 




John W. Wheeler, 



Orange. 
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House op EBPKBSBKTA'nvES. 

COUNTY OF FRANKLIN— Concluded. 



DtetiXt.' 


Town. 


Nftme or RepreMDtmtlTO. 


BciiWonoo 


2d. 


Montaeue, 
SunderlaDd, • 
Leverett,. . . • 
Shutesbury, . 
^ Wendell, 


Wm. G. Whitmore, . 


Montague 


3d, 


r Greenfield, . A 

Gill, . . .1 

^ Shelburne, . . J 


Newell Snow, . 


Greenfield. 


4th, 


rDeerfield, . A 
i Conway, . . A 
\whately,. . .J 


P. D. Bridges, . 


Deerfield. 


5th, 


Northfield, . .) 
Bemardston, . 
Leyden, , 
Colrain, , 
[Heath, . . .J 


Lewis T. Webster, . 


Northfield. 


6th. 


Ashfield,. . .] 
Buckland, 
Charlemont, . 
Hawley, . • 
Rowe, . 
Monroe, . 


Heniy Winn, , 


Buckland. 


COUNTY 


OF BERKSHIRE. 


t 


ist. 


'Hancock, 
Lanesborough, 
. NewAshford,. . « 
Williamstown, 
Clarksburg, . 


John L. Cole, . ; 


Williamstown. 


2d, 


Adams, . .. .| 


Job K. Anthony, 
Charies H. Ingalls, . 


Adams. 
Adams. 


8d, 


/Pittsfield, . .\ 
\Dalton, . . ./ 


Jarvis N. Dunham, . 
Henry A. Barton, . 


Pittsfield. 
Dalton. 


4th, 


r Florida, . 

Savoy, . 

Cheshire, 
. Windsor, 

Washington, . 

Peru, 
^Hinsdale, 


Jackson B. Famum, 


Cheshire. 
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District 



5th» 



6th, 



7th. 



8th, 



HouBB OP Eeprksentativbs. 

COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE— Concluded. 
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Town. 



fBecket, . 
I Lee, 
I Otis, 
[^Tyringham, . 

f Richmond, 

I Lenox, . 

I Stock bridge, . 

[ West Stockbridge, 

fAlford, . 

I Egremont, 

I Great Barrington, 

[Monterey, 

fMt Washington, 
I New Marlborough,' 
I Sandisfield, . 
[Sheffield, 



Name of Bepreseatatlre. 



Frank S. Gross, 



Horace J. Canfield, . 



Justin Dewey, . 



Andrew J. Freeman, 



B«sldenoe. 



Lee. 



Stockbridge. 



GtBarrington. 



N. Marlboro'. 



COUNTY OF NORFOLK. 



1st, 
2d, 
3d, 

4th, 
5th, 
6th, 

7th, 
8th, 



f Dedham, . 
\ Norwood, 

Brookline, 

Hyde Park, 

/Milton, . 
\ Canton, . 

/Qumcy, . 
\ Weymouth, 

f Brain tree, 
\ Holbrook, 

{Randolph, 
Stoughton, 
Sharon, . 
Walpole.. 

{Franklin, 
Foxborough, 
Wrentham, 
Bellingham, 
Medway, 



John D. Cobb, . 
Edward I. Thomas, . 
Charles F. Gerry, . 

Thomas Lonergan, . 

Henry F. Barker, , 
Benjamin S. Lovell, . 
George F. Hay den, . 

Josephus Shaw, 



Francis W. Bird, 
Seth Mann, 2d, 



Wm. R. Tompkins, 
James P. Ray, . 



Dedham. 
Brookline. 
Hyde Park. 

Canton. 

Quincy. • 

Weymouth. 

Weymouth. 

Braintree. 



Walpole. 
Ranaolph. 



Wrentham. 
Franklin. 
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House of REPRBSEirrATrrEs. 

COUNTS OF NORFOLK— Concluded. 



Dlitrict. 


Town or WarO. 






9th, 


TNeedham, . A 
J Dover, . . . i 
1 Medfield. . . f 
1, Norlblk, . . J 


James Mackintosh, . 


• 
Needham. 



COUNTY OF BRISTOL. 



1st, 

2d, 
Sd, 

4th, 

5th, 
6th, 
7th, 

8th, 
9th, 

10th, 



{Attleborough, 
Norton, . 
Mansfield, 

f Easton, . 
\ Rajnham, 

/ Taunton, . 
\ Berkley, . 



TAcushnet, 
i Fairhaven, 
i^ Freetown, 



:} 



;} 



/ New Bedford, Wds. \ 
\ 1,2.8,. . ./ 

/ New Bedford, Wds. \ 
\ 4.6,6.. . ./ 



f Westport, 
\ Dartmouth, 



:} 



/Fall River, Wards 
\ 1,2.8,4. . 



Eirds 1 



fFall River, Wards 
\ 6, 6, . 
^ Somerset, 

fSeekonk, . 
Swanzey, 
Rohoboth, 
Dighton, . 



George Asa Dean, 
Charles Hallet, 



William C. Howard, 

George C. Wilson, . 
Frederick Hathaway, 
William Watts, 



Granyille S. Allen, 



Joseph Buckminster, 
Benj^n S. Batchelor, 

Hosea M. Knowlton, 
Israel C. Cornish, . 



George R. Reed, 



Weaver Osbom, 
Iram' Smith, 
John B. Whitaker, 



Franklin Gray, 
Pardon Macomber, . 



Hale S. Luther, 



Attleborough. 
Mansfield. 



Easton. 

Taunton. 
Taunton. 
Taunton. 



Freetown. 



New Bedford. 
New Bedford. 

New Bedford. 
New Bedford. 



Dartmouth. 



Fall River. 
Fall River. 
FaU River. 



Fall River. 
Fall River. 



Rehoboth. 
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Dittrlot. 



1st, 
2d, 

3d, 

4th, 
6th, 
6th, 

7th, 

8th, 

9th, 

10th, 

11th, 



/ Htngham, 



\Huir, 



r Cohasset, 
< Scituate, . 
i^ South Scituate, 

(Marshfield, . 
Pembroke, 
Hanson, . 
Halifax, . 

(Duxbury, 
Ringston, 
Plympton, 
Carver, . 

Plymouth, 

{Wareham, 
Rochester, 
Marion, . 
Mattapoisett, . 

f Middleborough, 
\ Lakeville, 

r Bridffewater, . 
\ East Bridgewater, 

f Rockland, 
\ Hanover, 

f Brockton, 

\ W. Bridgewater, 

{Abington, 
South Abington, 



Name of BepreMntatlre. 



John D. Long, . 
Daniel J. Bates, 

WiUiamH.H. Bryant, 

George Bradford, . 
Charles E. Barnes, . 
Obed Delano, . 

Isaac Winslow, 
Lewis G. Lowe, 

Ezekiel R. Studley, . 

Alfred Laws, . 
Curtis Eddy, . 

Erastus M. Nash, . 



Residence. 



Hingham. 
Cohasset. 

Pembroke. 

Duxbury. 

Plymouth. 

Marion. 

Middleboro'. 
Bridgewater. 

Rockland. 

Brockton. 
W. Bridgew'r. 

Abington. 



COUNTY OF BARNSTABLE. 



1st, 
2d, 



f Sandwich, 
\ Falmouth, 

f Barnstable, 
\ Mashpee, 



Crocker H. Bearse, 
Samuel Snow, . 



Falmouth. 
Barnstable. 
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House of Rbprbsentativbs. 

COUNTY OF •BARNSTABLE— Concluded. 



Id. 


Town, 




Bftildence. 


i. 


f Yarmouth, 
\ Dennis, . 


} 


Daniel Wing, . 


Yarmouth. 


■b. 


f Harwich, 
\ Chatham, 


} 


Abiathar Doane, 


Harwich. 


h. 


C Brewster, 
1 Orleans, . 
1 Eaatham, 
t Wellfleet, 


1 


NoahSwett," . 


Wellfleet 


h. 


/Truro, . 
\ Provincetown, 


} 


Henry Shortle, 


Provincetown. 



COUNTY OF DUKES. 



5t, 



' Chilmark, 
Edgartown, 
Gay Head, 
Gosnoid, . 
Tisbury, . 



Richard HoUey, 



Edgartown. 



COUNTY OF .NANTUCKET. 



Jt, 



Nantucket, 



Charles B. Swain, 



Nantucket 



&EORGE A. HARDEN, . . • . . . . Clerk. 

ROBERT G. SEYMOUR, Chaplain, 

0. F. MITCHELL, Serjeant-at-Arms. 
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JUDICIAL DEPAETMENT. 



SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT. 



CHIEF JUSTICE. 



HORACE GRAY. 



. of Boston. 



ASSOCIATE JUSTICES. 

JAMES D. COLT. .... 0/ PiUsfield. 

SETH AMES, of Brookline. 

MARCUS MORTON, .... 0/ Andover, 

WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT, ... 0/ Salem. 

OTIS P. LORD, . . • . . 0/ Salem. 

AUGUSTUS L. SOULE, ... 0/ SpHngfield. 



SUPERIOR COURT. 

CHIEF JUSTICE. 

LINCOLN F. BRIGHAM. ... 0/ SaUm. 



ASSOCIATE JUSTICES. 



JULIUS ROCKWELL, 
EZRA WILKINSON, 
JOHN P. PUTNAM, 
FRANCIS H. DEWEY, 
ROBERT C. PITMAN,. 
JOHN W. BACON, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, 
P. EMORY ALDRICH, 
WALDO COLBURN, 
WILLIAM S. GARDNER, 
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of Lenox, 
of Dedham. 
of Boston, 
of Worcester, 
of New Bedford. 
ofNatick. ' 
of Northampton, 
of Worcester, 
of Dedham. 
of Newton. 
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Judicial Dbpaetmbnt. 



' JUDGES OF PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY. 

JOHN W. McKIM, Boston, .... Suffolk. 

GEORGE F. CHOATE. Salem, . . . Essex. 

GEORGE M. BROOKS, Concord, . . . Middlesex. 

HENRY CHAPIN, Worcester, . . . Worcester. 
SAMUEL T. SPAULDTNG, NortHampton, . . Hampshire. 

WILLIAM S. SHURTLEFF. Springfield. . Hampden. 

CHESTER C. CON ANT, Greenfield, . . Franklin. 

JAMES T. ROBINSON, (North) Adams, . Berkshire. 

GEORGE WHITE. Needham, ... Norfolk. 

WILLIAM H. WOOD, Middleborough, . . Plymouth. 

EDMUND H. BENNETT, Taunton, . . Bristol. 

JOSEPH M. DAY, Barnstable, . . . Barnstable. 

JOSEPH T. PEASE, Edgart»wn, . . . Dukes. 

THADDEUS C. DEFRIEZ, Nantucket, . . Nantucket. 



REGISTERS OF PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY. 



ELIJAH GEORGE, Boston, . 
ABNER C. GOODELL, Salem, . 
JOSEPH H. TYLER, Cambridge, . 
CHARLES E. STEVENS, Worcester, 
LUKE LYMAN, Nortiiampton, . 
SAMUEL B. SPOONER, Springfield, 
FRANCIS M. THOMPSON, Greenfield, 
ANDREW J. WATERMAN, Lenox, 
JONATHAN H. COBB, Dedham, . 
DANIEL E. DAMON, Plymouth, . 
WILLIAM E. FULLER, Taunton, . 
CHARLES THACHER, 2d, Yarmouth. 
HEBRON VINCENT, Edgartown, . 
SAMUEL SWAIN, Nantucket, 



Suffolk. 

Essex. 

Middlesex. 

Worcester. 

Hampshire. 

Hampden. 

Franklin. 

Berkshire. 

Norfolk. 

Plymouth. 

Bristol. 

Barnstable. 

Dukes. 

Nantucket. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. 

OLIVER STEVENS, Boston, . 
GEORGE STEVENS, Lowell, . 
EDGAR J. SHERMAN, Lawrence, 
ASA FRENCH, Braintree, 
GEORGE MARSTON, New Bedford, 
HAMILTON B. STAPLES, Worcester, 
EDWARD H. LATHROP, Springdeld, 
SAMUEL T. FIELD, Shelburne, . 



Suffolk. 

Northern. 

Eastern. 

South-Eastern. 

Southern. 

Middle. 

Western. 

North-Western. 
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SHERIFFS. 

JOHN M. CLARK, Boston, .... Suffolk. 

HORATIO G. HERRICK, Lawrence, . . Essex. 

CHARLES KIMBALL, Lowell, . . . Middlesex. 

AUGUSTUS B. R. SPRAGUE, Worcester, . Worcester. 

HENRY A. LONGLEY, Northampton, . . Hampshirb. 

ADDISON M. BRADLEY, Springfield, . . Hampden. 

SOLOMON C. WELLS, Greenfield, . . Franklin. 

GRAHAM A. ROOT, Pittsfield, . . . Berkshire. 

JOHN W. THOMAS, Dedham, . . . Norfolk. 

ALPHEUS K. HARMON, Plymouth, . . Plymouth. 

WILLIAM S. COBB, New Bedford, . . Bristol. 

DAVID BURSLEY, Barnstable, . . . Barnstable. 

FRANCIS C. SMITH, Edgartown, . . . Dukes. 

JOSIAH F. BARRETT, Nantucket, . . Nantucket. 



CLERKS OF COURTS. 
GEORGE W. NICHOLS, Boston, Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court 
for the Commonwealth. 

JOHN NOBLE, Boston, Supreme Judicial Court, Suffolk. 
J. A. WILLARD, Boston, Superior Ct., Civil T.. ^ 
JOHN P. MANNING, Boston, Criminal T., ./Suffolk. 
ALFRED A. ABBOTT, Peabody, . . . Essex. 
THEODORE C. HURD, Cambridge, . . Middlesex. 
JOHN A. DANA, Worcester, .... Worcester. 
WILLIAM P. STRICKLAND, Northampton, Hampshire. 
ROBERT O. MORRIS, Springfield, . . Hampden. 
EDWARD E. LYMAN, Greenfield, . . Franklin. 
HENRY W. TAFT, Pittsfield, . . . Berkshire. 
ERASTUS WORTHINGTON, Dedham, . Norfolk. 
WILLIAM H. WHITMAN, Plymouth, . . Plymouth. 
SIMfiON BORDEN, Fall River, . . . Bristol. 
SMITH K. HOPKINS, Barnstable, . . . Barnstable. 
SAMUEL KENISTON, Edgartown, . . Dukes. 
GEORGE W. JENKS, Nantucket, . . . Nantucket. 
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MEMBERS OF THE FORTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 



)DgreB8ioiiAl dl«tiieU establkhed by Chap. 800, AcU of 1872, and Chap. 118, AcU of 1876.] 



SENATORS. . 

HENRY L. DAWES, . > , ^ of PiUsfield. 
GEORGE F. HOAR, . . . . of WbrceaUr. 



REPRESENTATIYES. 

STRICT L— WILLIAM W. CRAPO, . . 
n.— BENJAMIN W. HARRIS, 
ni.— WALBRIDGE A. FIELD, 
IV.— LEOPOLD MORSE, . 
v.— NATHANIEL P. BANKS, * 
VL— GEORGE B. LORING, . 
Vn.— BENJAMtN F. BUTLER, 
Vni.-iWILLIAM CLAFLIN, . 
IX.— WILLLA.M W. RICE, 
X.— AMASA NORCROSS, 
XL— GEORGE D. ROBINSON, 



of New Bedford, 

of East BridgewaUr, 

of Boston. 

of Boston, 

of Waltham. 

of Salem, 

of Lowell, 

of Newton, 

of Worcester, 

of Fitchburg, 

of Chicopee, 
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Secbetabt^s Department, Boston, '^ 
June 16, 1877. / 

I certify that the Acts and Resolves contained in th: 
volume are true copies of the originals, and that tfa 
accompanying papers are transcripts of official recor<] 
and returns in this Department. 

HENRY B. PEIRCE, 

Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
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Academy, Sawin, town of Sherbom may appropriate money in aid of, 

Accounts of trustees, guardians, etc., to be rendered annually. 

Accounts of trustees, guardians, etc., final settlement of. 

Actions under the trustee process, costs in, 

Adams, Edwin, claim against the Commonwealth submitted to arbi- 
tration, .... 

Adams Nervine Asylum, incorporated. 

Address of the Goyemor to the Legislature, 

Adjutant-General, clerks in office of, 

Administrators to render accounts annually. 

Administrators, etc., final settlement of accounts. 

Administrators, penalty for embezzlement, 

Adyisory board of women. State Almshouse, Reform School, etc.. 

Agricultural College, Massachusetts, allowance to. 

Agricultural societies and farmers' clubs, for protection of. 

Aid from State to disabled soldiers and sailors, . 

Almshouse, State, at Tewksbury, advisory board of women to 
specters of, ... 

in favor of, . 

Alpaca Company, Farr, of Holyoke, in favor o^ 

Amendment to Constitution relative to officers of Harvard College, . 

Amendment to Constitution relative to division of towns into election 
districts, . . . ' . 

Amesbury Savings Bank, named changed, .... 

Amesbury and Salisbury, Veteran Artillery Association o^ may parade 
in public with side-arms, ..... 

Anderson School of Natural History, trustees may reconvey property 

to original donor, ....... 461 

Andover, town of, trustees of Pnnchard Free School in, . . 444 

Andrews, Richard F., in favor of, . . . . . . 676 

Anglers' Association, Massachusetts, name changed, . . . 462 

Animals, prevention of cruelty to, Act amended, .... 452 

Antietam Cemetery, interest of State to be transferred to the United 

States, . 690 

101 
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Pa^re 
Appeals in district, municipal and police coorts and before trial 

Justices, ........ 632 

Appeals from the decisions of the tax commissioner, . . . 549 

Appropriations : 

Maintenance of Government, — 
Supreme Judicial, Superior, Probate and Insolvency, Municipal, 

Police and District courts, salaries, .... 403 

Maintenance of Government^ addiOonaly — 
Legislative, Executive, Secretary's, Treasurer's, Auditor's, Attor- 
ney-GtoneraPs, Agricultural, Educational and Military 
departments, Tax Commissioner's Bureau, Board of State 
Charities, and Commissioners, . ... . . 411 

Maintenance of Government, further adcUtional, — 
Legislative, Executive and Agricultural departments. State 
Printing, Military, State House, Incidental, Contingent and 
Miscellaneous expenses, . . . . . . 428 

for compensation and travel of members of the Legislature, and 
for compensation of the preacher of the election sermon and 
officers of the Legislature, and for miscellaneous expenses, . 410 
for expenses of 1877 ; viz., State Almshouse, Prison and Work- 
house, Reform, Industrial and Primary Schools, Stat« 
Detective Force, Charitable, Reformatory and Correc- 
tional, 432, 669, 670 

of the income of the compensation fund for Boston Harbor, . 464 
for re-survey of the wharf lines of Boston Upper Harbor, . 464 

^r expenditures authorized in 1876 and previous years, . . 464 

for the education of the blind and of deaf-mutes, and for other 

educational purposes, ...... 437 

for purchase of sets of meti^ic weights and measures, . . 440 

for expenses of the Reformatory Prison for Women, . . 551 

for certain educational purposes, ..... 555 

to meet certain expenditures authorized the present year, uid 

for^other purposes, ..... 587, 636, 667 

for maintenance, etc., of Danvers Insane Hospital, . 639, 640 

for the improvement of the Commonwealth's Flats in Boston 

Harbor, ........ 642 

for completion and improvement of Troy and Greenfield Rail- 
road and Hoosac Tunnel, ..... 662 

for purchase of tents and construction of storehouse for the 

militia, ........ 685 

for repairs on State House, ...... 691 

for printing advance sheets of report of military board, . . 675 

for building magazine at state-camp ground, in Framingham, . 677 

Aqueduct Corporation, Jamaica Pond, charter amended, . . 435 

Archives, state, to be indexed, ...... 686 

Armories, reimbursements to cities and towns for rent of, • . G&b 

Armories for companies of infantry and for headquarters, rent of^ . 554 
Arrest of a defendant under authority of a special precept, . . 422 
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Arrest and examination of Judgment debtors, relating to, . . 664 
Artillery Association, Veteran, of Amesbury and Salisbury, may parade 

in public with side-arms, ..... 480 

Assessment of taxes and registering Toters in particular wards of 

cities, time extended, ...... 591 

and abatement of taxes, relating to, .... 547 

Assessments for public improvements, redemption of lands sold for 

non-payment of, . . . . . . . 436 
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overseers of the poor of, concerning, .... 441 

Camp-ground, state, grading provided for, .... 548 

storehouse to be built at, ..... . 685 

Cape Cod Harbor, in Provincetown, harbor lines changed, . . 451 

Catalogue of State Library to be printed, ..... 677 

Cattle Fair Hotel may be discontinued as a public house, . . 423 

Cavalry, companies A and D, First Battalion, in favor o^ . . 684 

Cemetery, Antietam, interest of State to be transferred to the United 
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to petition the general government to remove Bass and Gnmet 

rocks, ........ 673 

to investigate and report concerning harbor line on northerly 

side of Charles River, . . . . . .678 

may grant flats to Boston Irfind Company, .... 623 

Harvard College, proposed amendment to the Constitution, relating to 
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basin within the dam, ...... 463 

Historical Society, Massachusetts, may hold additional estate, . . 420 

Home, Soldiers', in Massachusetts, trustees of, incorporated, . . 609 

Hoosac Tunnel, appropriation for completion an«l improvement o^ . 662 

claim of Parker and Stevens for masonry work, . . . 690 

Hopkinton, town of, water supply for, ..... 486 

Horses, liens upon, for keeping and boarding, ■ . . . . 469 

Hospital, Insane, Danvers, sewage not to be discharged into Ipswich 

River, ........ 493 

appropriations for, ...... 639, 640 

trustees to be appointed, ...... 668 

Hospital, Lunatic, Worcester, to be an asylum for the chronic insane, 625 

allowance to, ....... . 690 
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Hotel, Cattle Fair, in Brighton, may discontinne hotel and sell 

property, ........ 423 

537 
676 
685 
461 



House of Correction, overseer of, office abolished, 

Hnddell, BeDJamin, in favor of, . 

HadsoD, town of, i^lowanoe for armory rent. 

Husband, interest o^ in the real estate of his deceased wife, 



I. 

Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, Massachusetts School for, in fluvor o^ 675 

Improvement Company, South Bay, incorporated, . . . 446 , 

Indexing of state archives, ....... 686 

Industrial School for Qirls at Lancaster, in favor of, . . . 678 

Industry, statistics of^ printing and distribution of^ . . . 679 

Infirmary, Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear, in favor of, . . 676 

Injury to servants or workmen, contracts exempting employer fix>m, 

liabiUty for, InvaHd, 474 

Ii^ury sustained on highways, remedies for, .... 630 

Inquests, fire, fees and expenses of , . . . . . • 462 

Inquests upon bodies of deceased persons, . . . . . 580 

Insane, Chronic, Asylum to be established at Worcester for, . 625, 690 

Insane Hospital at Danvers, sewage not to be discharged into Ipswich 

River, ........ 493 

appropriations for, ...... 639, 640 

trustees to be appointed, ...... 668 

Inspection of buildings in the city of Boston, . . . ' . 462 

Inspection of factories and public buildings, .... 599 

Inspectors of elections, election of, . . . . . . 592 

Institute of Technology, Massachusetts, land granted to, forfeited, 

unless building is erected within two years, . . . 493 
Institutions for savings and savings banks, deposits in, . . . 547 
Insurance brokers, licenses may be revoked for certain causes, . . 426 
Insurance companies, taxation of, appeals fh>m decisions of tax com- 
missioner concerning, . . . . . . 549 

securities deposited with treasurer may be surrendered to, 

when they cease to do business in the State, . . . 426 

Joint-stock fire and marine, dividends of, . . . . 435 

life, foreign, concerning, . . . . . . 452 

mutual fire, redemption of guarantee capital provided for, . 556 

mutual fire, transaction of business, .... 578 

Insurance Company: 

Central Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Worcester, time 

extended for closing business affairs, .... 453 
Cotton and Woolen Manufacturers' Mutual Insurance Company 

of New England, charter amended, .... 447 

Mutual Boiler Insurance Company of Boston, incorporated, . 489 

Insurance Department, salary of first clerk, .... 586 

Insuranoer Commissioner, salary of first clerk of, . . . . 586 
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Interments in tombs witbin city limits may be piobibited, • • 661 
Intoxicating liqnors seized under the laws, disposition of, . • 492 
Ipswich Biver, sewage of Danyers Insane Hospital not to be dis- 
charged into, ....... 493 

J. 

Jail in the county of Berkshire, workshop may be built by county 

commissioners, . • . . . . . • 480 

Jamaica Pond Aqueduct Corporation, charter amended, . . 435 

Joint-stock fire and marine insurance companies, dividends of, . 435 
Judges of Probate Court may require a new bond when sureties are 

insufficient, ....... 496 

Jurisdiction, general equity, given to the Supreme Judicial Court, . 658 
Justice of the Peace not to issue warrants nor try civil cases unless 

commissioned as trial Justice, ..... 595 

Justice of the Peace, acts done by Edward Q. Frothingham, confirmed, 448 

acts done by James W. Stockwell, confirmed, . . . 459 

Justices, trial, concerning, ....... 595 

appeals before, ... . . . . . . 632 

L. 

Lands for burial-grounds, towns may take, . • . . 455 

partition o^ costs in cases of, ..... 477 

sold for non-payment of certain assessments, redemption of, . 436 

Lands and buildings, recording of liens on, .... 465 

Lawrence Gas Company, charter amended, .... 445 

Laws, Special, distribution of volume 13, . . . . . 670 

Lee's River, highway and bridge across, may be built by commission- 
ers, ......... 550 

Legislative committees, auditing expenses of, . . . 560 

Library, State, catalogue to be printed, ..... 677 

Licenses of insurance brokers may be revoked for certain causes, . 426 

Liens on buildings and lands, relating to recording of, . . . 465 

Liens on horses for keeping and boarding, .... 469> 

Life insurance companies, foreign, concerning, .... 452 

Limited partnerships, certificate, when partners reside out of the 

State, 435 

Lincoln, Margaret J., in &vor o^ . . . . . . 677 

Liquors, intoxicating, seized under the laws, disposition of, . . 492 
Loan associations, codperative saving fond and, may be incorpo- 
rated, . • . . . . . . . 613 

Lobsters, preservation of, concerning, ..... 459 

Locations of railroads, commissioners to report concerning records 

of, 671 

Lord's Day, in regard to travelling on, . . . . . 629 
LoweU, city of, Boston and Lowell Railroad branches in, may use 

steam as a motive power, ..... 480 
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Lxmatio Hospital, Danyen, ImsteeB to be appointed, . . • 668 

sewage not to be discharged into Ipswich River, . . . 493 

appropriations for, ' . . . . . . 639, 640 

Lnnatic Hospital, Worcester, trustees may establish asylum for the 

chronic insane, . . . . . . . ' 625 

in favor of, ........ 690 

Lynn, city of, fisheries in, regulated, ..... 424 

M. 

Mackey, Philip, in favor of, . . . . . . . 681 

Magazine at state camp-ground, appropriation for, . • . 677 

Maiden, town of, part of town of Medford annexed to, . . • 496 

Mansfield, First Congregational Society in, may sell meeting-house, . 460 

Manufagturinq Corporations: 

Hamilton Manufacturing Company of Lowell may increase 

capital stock, ....... 419 

Lawrence Qas Company, charter amended, . . .445 

Potomska Mills Corporation may increase capital and issue 

special stock, ....... 422 

Manufacturing and other corporations may change their locations, . 454 

may be dissolved upon failure to make returns^ etc., . . 628 

liability of officers for debts of, .... . 628 

Marlborough, town of, may remove certain remains of the dead, . 672 

Marsh, Green Harbor, in Marshfield, in relation to, . • . 610 

Massachusetts Agricultural College, allowance to, • . . 691 

Anglers' Association, name changed, . . . . 462 

Central Railroad, time for location and constructiim extended, . 447 

Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary, in favor of, . . . 676 

Family Bank, charter amended, ..... 546 

Fish and Game Protective Association, name established, . 462 

Historical Society may hold additional estate, . . . 420 
Institute of Technology, building to be built within two yean, 

or land be forfeited, ...... 493 

School for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, in favor of, . 675 

Mattapoisett River, eel fisheries in, . . . . . 454 

Measures and weights, sealing of, . . • . . . 539 

Measures and weights, metric system of, . . . . . 437 

Medal presented by the government of Hayti to Charles Sumner to be 

deposited in the State Library, ..... 670 

Medford, town of, part annexed to town of Maiden, . . . 498 

Medical examiners, appointment of, provided for in place of coroners, 580 

Melrose, town of, allowance for armory rent, .... 685 

Merrimac, town of, to be furnished with books and documents, • 669 

Merrimac Savings Bank, name established, .... 422 

Methuen, action of the town of, confirmed, .... 425 

Metric system of weights and measures may be lawfully used, . 437 

Metropolitan Railroad Company may issue bonds, . . . 479 
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Middleborongh, town of, allowanoe for armo^ renti . • . 685 
MiddleMx county comnuMioneis may borrow money for ereotion of 

bnilding for registry of deedsi . . • • . 461 

Mihui, Patrick, in favor of; ....... 682 

Military board, appropriation for printing report o^ . • . 675 

property, relating to salea o^' . . . . . . 548 

Mi3itia» volnnteer, amendments to Act oonoeming, . . 477, 461, 483 

allowance to Companies A and D, Ist Battalion Cavalry, . 684 

reimborsement for rents of armories, .... 685 

storehouse at state camp-ground, ..... 685 

rent of armories, ....... 554 

appropriations for tents, .»••.. 685 

Ifilk-cans not required to be sealed, ..... 5^0 

Minor ehildrm, mothers may appoint by will gnardians for, . • 491 

Mionataqnot Biver, in Braintree, fisheries regulated, . . 489 

Monson, State Primary School, in favor o^ .... 680 

Montgomery Guard Association of the city of Boston, incorporated, . 497 

Monnment Association, Standish, concerningy .... 453 

Mortgaged real estate, right of redemption, taking and selling on 

execution, ........ 557 

Mortgages, sales under powiei»<^ sale in, r^^nlated, 601 

Mothers may appoint, by will, guardians to their minor childreui . 491 

Monicqial Court of the city of Boston, oivil Jnrisdiotion of, . 565 

of East Boston, town of Winthrop set off from Judicial district 

of, . . . 549 

Municipal Courts, appeals iu, ..... • 632 

clerks to be appointed by governor ; jurisdiction, etc., . 594 

Mutual Boiler Insurance Company of Boston, incorporated, . . 489 
Mutual fire insoranee oempanies, redemption of guarantee capital 

provided for, • . . . . . . 556 

transaction of. business, ...... 578 

Museum of Comparative 2o51o|^, trustees of; corpcvatioA dissolved, . 16 

Mosquashuit Creek, eel fisheries in, to be preserved, • '425 

MnuUng <^ dogs, relating to, . • . . • • 650 

, Mystic Valley, ccmstmotion cf sewer in, by the city of Boston, • 419 

N. 

Names of persons^ change of^ ..... . 7^ * 

Hantucket, terms of Supreme Judicial Court for, . - . . 559 
Natural History, Anderson School o^ property may be recMiv^ed 

to John Andenon, and corporation dissrived, 461 

Nervine Asylum, Adams, inoorporatedj ..... 44S 

Newburyport Police Conrty salary of clerk, .... 538 
Newton^ city of; may strai^ten and enl&i^ Cheese Cake Brook, and 

drain a4iaeent lands, ...... 472 

may lay a main drain through Brighton District, in Bostmi, to 

Charles River, 503 

NewBedford,.cityo( water-supply for, . • • • .502 

lOS 
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Kew England Trnst Company, eharter amended, . . . .634 

New York and New England Railroad Station in Brookline, relating to, 577 

Non-resident gnardians and their wards, coQcemlng, . . . 491 

Normal Art-School, in aid of, . . • . . . 678 
Normal Schools, in favor of, . . • . . . 678, 631 

Nortl^ Baptist Society in Dorchester, doings oonfirmed, . . • 457 

North River, in Plymouth Connty, fisheries regulated, . . . 478 

Nuisance may be abated by the city of Boston, .... 605 

o. 

Officers in attendance upon Snperior Court in Suffolk, employment 

and compensation, ....•• 562 
Official correspondence of the Executive Department during the war, 

to be indexed, ••••..• 671 

Old Colony Railroad Company may purchase the South Shore Railroad, 418 

Old South Association in Boston, incorporated, .... 611 

Old South Meeting-house in Boston, to be preserved, . • • 611 

' Onset Bay Grove Association, incorporated, • . • • 470 

OHiordan, Patrick, in favor of, . . . . • .674 

Overseer of the house of correction, office abolished, . . • 537 

Overseers of the poor, in towns, may be elected for three yearsy • 564 

of the city of Cambridge, concerning, .... 441 

of the city of Chelsea, board of, established, . . .424 

Oyster Pond River, bridge across, may be built by town of Chatham, 492 

p. 

Parker and Stevens, allowance to, for masonry work on Hoosao Tun- 
nel and Troy and Qreenfield Railroad, .... 699 
Parks, Jane, in favor of, . . . *. . . • 680 
Parks and commons, public, buildings not to be ereeted on, without 

leave of the Legislature, . • • • . • • 61S 

Partition of lands, costs in cases of; .... . 477 

Partitions and sales of real estate by order of the Probate Court, . 546 
Partnerships, limited, certificates, when partners reside out of the 

SUte, 435 

Paupers, state, temporary aid to, by dties and towns, . . 563 
Pawnbrokers, placea of business may be entered at any time, and be 

examined by the police, ...... 564 

Peabody, town of, water-anpply for, * • . • • 503 
Penikese, Island of, may be reconveyed to original donor, * 461 
Pittsfield, town of, allowanoe for armory rent, • • . • 685 
time exteuded for voting upon aooeptanoe of dty charter, . 479 
Plymouth, First District Court of, a^^pointment of clerk confirmed, . 463 
Plymouth Society, in Framingham, may hold real estate for a parson- 
age, • . 453 

Police Court, Gloucester, clerk to be appointed, . . . .597 

Haverhill, civil terma o^ . . • . . .459 
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Police Court, Newbaryport, salary of clerk eetablished, . • 538 

Police Courts, appeals in, ...... • 632 

clerks to be appointed by governor ; jurisdiction, etc., . . 594 
Pool selling not to be engaged in within ludf a mile of an agricultural 

show, 538 

Poor, overseers of, may be elected in towns for three years, . 564 

Potomska Mills Corporation may increase and issue special stock, . 422 

Powersof sale in mortgagee, sales under, regulated, . . . 601 

Prevention of cruelty to animals. Act for, amended, . . . 452 
Primary School, State, at Monson, advisory board of women to 

inspectors o^ •••... . 575 

in favor of; 680 

Printing, State, contract to be made for five years, • . .691 

Printing and distribution of documents, ooncefning, . .. . 659 

Prison, State, convicts not to be sentenced to^ for less than three years, 566 

Prison for Women, Reformatory, appropriation. for, . . . 55t 

Prison^ returns from, to be made to prison oomnussioners, • . 483 

Prisoners, female, discharged, in favor of; . . ... . 675 

Probate Court, Judges may require new bond when sureties are insufOl- 

cient, ••••••.• 495 

final settlement of accounts, ...... 579 

accounts to be rendered annually by administrators, etc., . 474 

partition and sale of real estate, by order o^ . . . 546 

in Barnstable Cqunty, sessions of; . • • . . 466 

Produce Exchange, Boston, incorporated, • . . . . 420 

Proof of signatures, relating to, • . . . . . 549 

Proprietors of Hingham Cemetery may hold additional real and per- 
sonal estate, ....... 453 

Provincetown, Cape Cod Harbor in, lines changed, . . . 451 

Publie buildings and fEu^tories, inspection of, . . . . 599 

Public commons and parks^ building not to be erected on, without leave 

of the Legislature, . . • • . .612 

Public documents, printing and distribution o^ • • • . 659 

Public property, relating to sales of; .... . 548 

Public schools, text-books in, in relation to, . . . . 424 

Punchard Free School, in Andover, trustees incorporated, additional, . 444 



Quannapowitt, Lake, fisheries in, regulated, .... 421 
Quannapowitt Water Company Bonds, town of Wak^eld may guaran- 
tee payment of interest, ...... 496 

R. 

Railroad Commissioners may summon witnesses, etc. ; fees to be paid 

firom treasury, ....«.• 575 
to examine and report concerning the records of locations of 

railroads, •..«•••• 671 
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Pig* 

Railroad CommiBnoDers to consider and report eonceming fencing of 

railroads, ........ 979 

to inyestigate and report concemfa^ Dnxbnry and Cohaeoet 

Railroad, .•••...• 677 

Railroad CoRPOBAnoMB: 

Boston, Clinton, Fitohborg and Mew BedfMdi may iseiie pre- 
ferred stock, ....... 653 

Boston and Lowell Railroad, in the ^ty of Lowell, steam as a 

motive power npon, ...... 480 

Dnxbnry and Oohasset Railroad Company, raUtoad eomwission- 

ers to investigate and report, . . . . . 677 

Eastern Railroad may pledge certain propoty as collateral 

security for m<mey borrowed, ..... 040 

Lancaster Rulroad Company, mortgage of Toad and issue of 

bonds ratified, 495 

-Massaohnsetts Central, time for location and constmetion ex- 
tended, . . . . . . . .447 

Metropolitan, may issne bonds, ..... 479 

•New York abd New England, Brookline station of, . .577 

-Old Colony, may purchase South Shore Railroad, . . 418 

South Shore, may sell road to Old Colony Railroad Company, . 418 
Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel, appropriation 

for completion and improvement of, . . . . 662 

Railroad corporations, time for organizing certam, extended, . . 417 
Railroad Mutual Benefit Association, Boston and Worcester, charter 

amended, ........ 498 

Railroad tracks, removal o^ union passenger station in Worcester, and 

extension of Foster Street, . . . . . 540 

Railroads, records of locations of, railroad oomndstioners to report 

concerning, ....... 671 

Railroads, fencing of, in relation to, .... . 679 

Railway corporations, street, outside of cities, capital stock, . . 477 
Rainsford Island, in Boston Harbor, employment of inmates of alms- 
house at, . . . . • 585 

Real estate, proceedings affecting title to, . . . . 697 

Real estate, partition and sale of, by order of the Probate Court, . 546 

Real estate of a deceased wife, interest of her husband in, . . 461 

Record of Vice-Admiralty Court of Massachusetts Bay, relating to, . 675 

Records of locations of railroads, eonceming, .... dafl 

Redemption, rights of, relating to tidsing and seUiag on exeenti<m, . 557 

Redemption of lands sold for non-payment of certain assessments, 436 
Reform School, State, at Westborough, advisory board of women to 

inspectors o^ •.••••• 575 

discipline of ....... . 689 

in aid of, . . . . • . . • 669 

Reform schools, inmates of, to be furnished with counsel at Uials for 

criminal oifences, ....... 563 

Reformatory Prison for Women, appropriation for expenses of^ . .551 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ikmcx. xxi 

Page 
Bagistering of Totere in partioiilar wards of oities, thne extended 

for, 591 

BegisteiseifTOten tobekeptin towne, ..... 591 

Begiatran of voters in the city of Worcester, board established, . 573 
Registration of yoters, relating to, . • . . .631 
Beligions, charitable and edncaticmal associations may provide for 
payment of fixed snm by each member to be . paid prer 

when death ooonrs, ...... 686 

Beport of deposits in sayings banks and institutions for savings, re- 
lating to, ........ 547 

Beports and documents fhmished to towns by the State not to be 

again supplied, . . . . . . . 538 

Betnms required to be made by octfporatioBs, prooeedings for neglect, 

etc., 450 

Betums from prisons to be made to prison commissioners, . 483 
Bight of redemption of mortgaged real estate, taking and selling on 

execution, ........ 557 

Bead and dam across Broad Cove, in Hingham, .... 463 

Boekland Baptist Society, name established, .... 445 

Boxbury Cuial, nuisance may be abated by the city of Bost<m, 605 



s. 

Safe Deposit and Trust Company, Boston, charter amended, . . 640 

Sailors and soldiers, disabled, state aid for, .... 568 

fUT.ABTKB ; 

Clerk, First, Insarmee Department, .... 586 

Clerk of Police Court in Newbnrjrport, .... 538 

Clerk, Second, Secretary's Department, . ... . 426 

Justice of Second District Court of Bristol, • • .566 

Sergeant-at-Aims, ....... 625 

Salem, city of, charter amended, ...... 567 

may supply towns of Beverly, Dan vers and Peabody with 

water, ........ 503 

Sales on execution of rights of redemption of mortgaged real estate, 667 

Sales of real estate by order of the Probate Court, . . 546 

Sales under powers of sale in mortgages, regulated, . . . 601 
Salisbury, Amesbury and, Yetenm Artillery Assboiation of, may parade 

in- public with side-arms, ..... 480 

Saugus, town of, fisheries in, regulated, ..... 421 

Saugus Biver and tributaries, fisheries in, regulated, . . * . 421 

Saving fhnd and loan associations, cooperative^ may be incorporated, 613 

Savings Bank, Amesbury, name changed, . . • . • 422 

Merrimac, name established, ...... 422 

Savings banks, idiade-tree and cemetery funds in, . . . 548 

taxable costs of, in certain cases, ..... 560 

Savings banks andiiistitutions for savings, deposits in, report o^ • 547 
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Bawin Academy, town of Sherbom may a^ropriate money in aid ot^ • 477 

School of Natoral History, Anderson, corporation to be dissolved, . 461 

School, Ponchard Free, in Andover, trostees incorporated, additional, 444 

School Committee of Boston, incorporated, . • • • 447 

Schools, public, text-books in, . . , . • • 4S4 

Scitoate, town of, eel fisheries in Mosqnashoit Creek to be preserved, 435 
shores and beaches in, protection of, ... 478, 577 

Sealing of weights and measures, relating to, • . . • 539 

Secretary of the Commonwealth, salary of second clerk established, . 496 

Sentence of convicts to the State Prison, ..... 566 

Sergeant-at-Arms, salary established, ..... 625 

Shade-tree and cemetery fhnds in savings banks, relating to, • . 548 

Shelbnme, town of^ allowance for armory rent, .... 685 

Shell-fisheries, relating to preservation of lobsters, . . . 459 

Sherbom, town of, may appropriate money in aid of Sawin Academy, 477 

Shire towns to be furnished with sets of metric weights and measures, 439 

Signatures, proof of; relating to, . . . . . . 549 

Slaughtering and Melting Association, Butchers', amended, . . 450 

SOCISTIES: 

Boston, Stoughton Street Baptist Church in, may- mortgage 

property, ........ 457 

Dorchester, North Baptist Society in, doings confirmed, • . 457 

East Abington Baptist Society, name changed, . . . 445 
Friars Minor of the Order of St. Francis, Society of the, may 

hold real estate in Massachusetts, .... 460 

Mansfield, First Congregational Society in, may sell meeting- 
house, ........ 460 

Massachusetts Historical Society may hold additi<mal estate, . 4S0 
Plymouth Society, in Framingham, may hold real estate for a 

parsonage, ........ 453 

Bockland Baptist Society, name established, . . . 445 

Agricultural, and farmers' clubs, for protection of; . . 538 

Soldiers' Disabled, Employment Bureau, quarters granted, . . 680 

infbvorof, . . . . . . . .683 

Soldiers' Home in Blassachusetts, trustees incorporated, . . . 609 

Soldiers and sailors, disabled, state aid to, . • . . . 568 
Somerset and Swanzey, towns of, highways and bridges across rivers 

in, 550 

South Bay Company may be merged in South Bay Improvement Com* 

pany, ........ 446 

South Bay Improvement Company, incorporated, . . . 446 

South Boston, Commonwealth Flats at, concerning, . . . 688 
South Cove Corporation may be merged in South Bay Improvement 

Company, ........ 446 

South Shore Railroad, Old Colony Railroad Company may purchase, . 418 

Special contracts exempting employer from liability for ii^ury to ser- 474 

vant not binding, ....... 474 

Springfield, city of, charter revised and amended, * . . . 505 
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State Prison, conriotB not to be sentenced to, for lees than three years, . 566 
Boffolk County, Superior Coort in, compensation of officers in attend- 
ance, ........ 552 

Sullivan, John, in favor of, . . . . . . . 676 

Sumner, Charles, medal presented to, to be deposited in State Library, 670 
Sunderland Bridge, relating to costs and expenses, . . 505,634. 

Superior Court *for civil business in Suffolk, a second assistant clerk 

may be appointed, . . . . . .421 

Superior Court may hold sessions by adjournment at Fall River, in the 

county of Bristol, ....... 454 

in the county of Suffolk, compensation of officers in attend- 
ance, . . ' . . . . . . 552 

Supreme Judicial Court may grant divorces to petitioners residents of 
State for three years, who were inhabitants at time of mar- 
riage, ........ 556 

general equity Jurisdiction given to, .... 558 

terms of^ for Dukes County and Nantucket, . . . 559 



T. 

Tannton, city of, may issue additional water scrip, . . . 457 

may construct bridge across Taunton Qreat River, . . 458 
Tax, highway, to be expended under direction of selectmen or road 

commissioners, ....... 451 

Tax, State, of $1,500,000, 642 

Tax Commissioner, appeals from decisions o^ . . . . 549 

Taxable costs in actions under the trustee process in district and police 

courts, and before justices of the peace, . . . 557 

costs of savings banks in certain cases, .... 560 

Taxes, assessment and abatement of, relating to, . . . . 547 

assessment of, time extended for, . . . . . . 591 

county, relating to, ...... . 427 

county, granted, . ... . . . . 674 

Technology, Massachusetts Institute of, land forfeited, unless building 

is erected within two years, ..... 493 

Terms of the Superior Court in the County of Bristol, . . . 454 

Terms of Supreme Judicial Court for Nantucket and Dukes counties, 559 
Terms, civil, of Police Court of Haverhill, . . . .459 

Text-books in the public schools, in relation to, . . , . 424 

Title to real estate, proceedings affecting, ..... 627 

Tombs in cities, interments in, may be prohibited, . . . 561 

Towns: 

Athol, water-supply for, ...... 484 

Ayer, allowance for armory rent, ..... 685 

Buckland to be furnished with weights and measures, . * . 673 

Chatham may construct bridge over Oyster Pond River, . . 498 

Concord may riuse funds to complete water works, . 458 
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Clinton, li^ying out town ways legalized, .... 545 

Deerfield, allowance for armory rent, .... 685 

Greenfield, allowance for armory rent, .... 685 

Hingham, water-supply for, concerning, . * . . .417 

Hingham may maintain dam across Broad Cove, . . . 463 

Hopkinton, water-snpply for, . . * . . . 486 

Hudson, allowance for armory rent, ..... 685 

Marlborough may remove certain remains of dead^ . . 678 

Medford, part annexed to the town of Maiden, . . . 498 

Melrose, Allowance for armory rent, ..... 685 

Merrimao to be furnished with oertidn books and documents, . 669 

Methuen, action of the town confirmed, .... 425 

Middleborough, allowance for armory rent, . . . 685 

Pittsfield, allowance for armory rent, .... 685 

Shelbume, allowance for armory rent, .... 685 

Sherbom may appropriate money in aid of Sawln Academy, • 477 

Stockbridge, allowance for armory rent, .... 685 

Stoneham, water-supply for, ...... 496 

Wakefield, water-supply for, . . . . • '. 496 

Westborough may raise money to pay expenses of centennial 

celebration, ....... 460 

West Boylston, in fayor o^ . . . . . . 673 

West Springfield, maintenance of dikes by, . . . 442 
Winthrop excluded firom jurisdiction of Municipal Court of 

East Boston, ....... 549 

Towns, registers of voters to be kept in, . • . . .591 

weights, measures and statutes not to be refurnished to, in case 

of loss, ........ 538 

hereafter incorporated to be. furnished with standard weights, 

etc., but not to be again supplied in case of loss, . . 538 

enabled to take lands for burial-grounds, .... 455 

and cities may furnish temporary aid to state paupers, . . 563 

Travelling on the Lord's Day, ...... 629 

Treasurer and Receiver-General of the Commonwealth to furnish sets 

of metric weights and measures to shire towns, etc., . 439 
securities deposited with, by insurance companies, may be 

returned upon their ceasing to do business in the State, . 426 

may borrow money in anticipation of the revenue, . • 690 

Treasurer of Worcester County to pay Benjamin D. Dwinnell and Will- 
iam O. Broym for services and losses at burning of Fitch- 
burg Jail, . . . . . . . . 545 

TrialJustices, concerning, ....... 595 

appeals before, ........ 632 

Trophies of the Battle of Bennington may be transported to Vermont, 

and to be returned, . . . • . . . 689 

Troy and Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel, appropriation £»r 

improvement and completion of, ... . 662 

claim of Parker and Stevens for masonry work, . • • 690 

Trust Company, Boston Safe Deposit and, charter amended, • • 640 
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Trust Company, Chapin Banking and, charter amended, . . 633 

New England, charter amended, ..... 634 

Trostee procesa, dissolation of certain attachments by, • . . 469 
costs in actions ander, ..... 557, 636 

Trustees to render accounts yearly, ..... 474 

settlement of accounts in Probate Court, .... 579 

embezzlement by, penalty for, ..... 829 

under wills, concerning appointment of^ . . . . 427 

Trustees of the Anderson School of Natural History may reconvey 

. property ; corporation dissolved, .... 461 

of the Museupi of Comparative Zodlogy, corporation dissolved, 416 

of the Punchard Free School, in Andover, incorporated, . . 444 

of the -Soldiers' Home, in Massachusetts, incorporated, . . 609 

of the State Lunatic Hospital at Danvers, to be appointed, . 668 

Turner's Falls, bridge across Connecticut Biver at, construction and 

maintenance of^ . . , . . . . 500 

xj. ■ 

Union passenger station at Worcester, concerning, . . . 540 

United States, claims of Massachusetts' for coast defence, . . 680 

Useful fishes, for encouraging cultivation of, . . . . 560 

V. 

Veteran Artillery Association of Amesbury and Salisbury may parade 

in public with side-arms, ..... 480 

Veteran Association of the Independent Corps of Cadets, incorporated, 417 

Vice- Admiralty Court of Massachusetts Bay, relating to records of; . 675 

Vineyard Grove Company may reduce and increase capital stock, . 611 

Voters, registers of, to be kept in towns, ..... 591 

registering of, in particular wards^of cities, time extended, . 591 

registration of^ relating to, . . . . . . 631 

Voting at elections, challenging right o^ . . . . . 590 

w. 

Wakefield, town of^ may guarantee interest on Quannapowitt Water 

Company bonds, ....... 496 

fisheries in, regulated, ...... 421 

Ward officers in cities, relating to, . . *. . . . 592 

Wards, non-resident guardians and, concerning, .... 491 

Water Company, Athol, incorporated, ..... 484 

Chicopee, incorporated, ...... 474 

Quannapowitt, town of Wakefield may guarantee payment of 

interest, ........ 495 

Water scrip, city of Taunton may issue additional, . . . 457 
Water-supply, sources of^ State Board of Health to report concern- 
ing pollution o^ . . . . . . • 686 
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Water-snpply for town of Athol, ...... 484 

for village of Attleborougb, ...... 471 

for town of Beverly, ....... 50.3 

for city of Boston, control of sinking fund, . . . 416 

for centre village of Cbicopee, ..... 474 

for town of Concord, town may raise money to complete works, 458 

for town of Danvers, ....... 503 

for town of Hingham, concerning, . . . " . .417 

for town of Hopkinton, ...... 480 



for city of New Bedford, 
for tbwn of Peabody, . 
for city of Salem, 
for town of Stoneham, 
for town of Wakefield, 



502 • 

503 

502 

496 

496 

Watnppa Pond, in Fall River and Westport, fisheries regulated, . 478 

Weights and measures, metric system of, . . . . . 437 

sealing of, ........ 539 

standard, towns no>t to be re-supplied by the State in case of loss, 538 

Weirs, fish, in relation to construction of, . . ... . 483 

Wellesley College may confer degrees, ..... 420 

Wellfleet, town of, eel fisheries in, to be preserved, . . . 442 

West Boylston, town of, in favor of, .... . 073 

West Springfield, town of, dikes and works connected therewith, 

maintenance of, . . . . . . . 442 

West Stockbridge, burying-ground may be discontinued, . . 443 
Westborough, town of, may raise money to pay expenses of centen- 
nial celebration, ....... 460 

Westborough Beform School, discipline of, .... 629 

Westport River, bridge over east branch of, time extended for con- 
struction, ........ 443 

Westport, Watuppa Pond in, seining of fish prohibited, . . 478 
Weweantit River and tributaries to be stocked with shad and ale- 
wives, and fisheries regulated, ..... 501 

Weymouth Fire District, property n>ay be sold and district dissolved, 610 

Wharf lines of Boston Upper Harbor, appropriation for re-survey of, . 464 

Wharf and Land Company, Hingham, may exclude tide-water from ' 

basin within the dam, ...... 463 

Wife, deceased, interest of her husband in her real estate, . . 461 

Will, mothers may appoint guardians to their minor children by, . 491 

Wills, trustees under, appointment of, .... . 427 

Winthrop, town of, set off from the judicial district of the municipal 

court of East Boston, ...... 549 

Winthrop Farm, in Winthrop, city of Boston may erect buildings at, 585 

Women, advisory board of, for Reform School, State Almshouse, etc., 575 

Reformatory Prison for, appropriation for expenses, . . 551 

Worcester, city of, board of registrars of voters established, . . 573 

city of, public park and reservoir in, time for taking land 

extended, . * . . . . . . . 461 
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Worcester, city* of, union passenger station in, remoyal of railroad 

tracks, and extension of Foster Street, . . . 640 

city of, allowance for armory rent, ..... 685 

Worcester Coqnty, treasurer to pay for losses and services connected 

with burning of Fitchburg Jail, .... 545 

Worcester Lunatic Hospital, trustees may establish asylum for the 

chronic insane, ....... 625 

in favor of, ........ 690 

Workhouse, State, at Bridgewater, in favor of, . . . . 674 

Workman, contract exempting from liability employer for injury to, 

not binding, ....... 474 

z. ■ 

Zoology, trustees of the Museum of Comparative, corporation dis- 
solved, . . . . . . . . 416 
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